Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



HosMbjGoOglc 



HosMbjGoOglc 



HosMbjGoOglc 




^2w^.^^^ 



HosMbjGoOglc 



LIFE OF 

ANDREW HULL FOOTE, 

HEAR-ADMIRAL UNITED STATES NAVY. 

BY 

JAMES MASON" HOPPIN, 

WITH A PORTRAIT AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



NEW YORK: 
HARPER & BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS, 

FRANKLIN SQUA-RE. 
1874. 



Hosted byGoogle 



EiitiM'oi! iiccoi'diiie to Act of Congress, in tlia ycnr 1874, by 

Habpbk & Brothkks, 

I-i lii-i Office uf the Libmiian of Congress, iit Wasliingtori. 



Hosted byGoogle 



HON. GIDEON WELLES, 

EX-SECRETARY OF THE NAVV, 

THIS VOLUME 
IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 

THE AUTHOR. 



Hosted byGoogle 



HosMbjGoOglc 



PREFACE. 



The life which has been imperfectly set forth in these pages 
deserves to be remembered as that of one who labored and 
accomplished much for his country; and as a life in itself 
pure, manly, and heroic. It followed the law of right even 
when leading to sharp sacrifices and death. It waa one of 
those lives that by the simple force of character raises the 
spirit of its times to a higher moral level of manhood. 

Though encountering great disappointments and trials, and 
not permitted to realize what would appear to be his just an- 
ticipations, the career of Admiral Footo may be still regarded 
in many respects as a brilliant one. He did many notable 
and noble things. lie was, in fact, a great naval commander, 
of tlie same stamp — thongh perhaps, from the lack of oppor- 
tunities, not so famous — as Decatur, Hull, Lawrence, McDon- 
ough, and Perry. 

In this biography I have not indulged in highly wrought 
descriptions of military scenes and events, but witli great 
pains have endeavored to keep on the exact level of trnth, 
carefully verifying every fact and statement by all the author- 
ities at my command, so that (though the hope may be a vain 
one) this volume might form a slight contribution to the raar 
terial of future history, especially the history of tlie late war 
in one of its most peculiar and important phases. 

I have desired, above all, to make a book that would be 
read with interest by officers and seamen in the Navy; in 
order that young men in that service might be led to emu- 
late his example, who died for his countiy as truly as if he 
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vi Preface. 

had fallen in battle on the deck of his gon-boat. I would 
wish them to see that what the hero of Fort Henry and the 
Mississippi accomplished was uo accident of fortune, bnt was 
prepared for in the earlier stages of a life devoted to the 
highest aims. His example, as well as his reputation, belong 
especially to the Navy. He was a genuine American sailor; 
and we can not do thorongh justice to him unless we view 
him in this light. His qualities of mind and temperament 
have the smack of the salt sea — the free play and rough force 
of old ocean. He was a true child of the sea — of a fluent 
spirit, moved by powerful impulses, loving honor, bold and 
affectionate. 

Yet he was more than this. To the simple sailor-spuit of 
indomitable loyalty to duty was added a religious enthusiasm 
that fitted him to contend with foes more formidable than 
winds or waves. Here lay the real strength of his character. 

I acknowledge with gratitude the good offices of tlie Hon. 
Gideon Welles, for valuable letters placed at my disposal; 
and also tlie kindness of the venerable Eear-Admiral Joseph 
Smith, in the aid rendered by him in obtaining for me access 
to the files and records of the Navy Department at Wash- 
ington. 

The spirited sketchy of actions on the Tennessee, Cum- 
berland, and Mississippi rivers, from which the engravings 
in this work were made, were drawn expressly for t!ie book 
by the gallant Kear-Admiral H. Walke, and lend the author- 
ity of an eye-witness and of a principal actor in those scenes 
to the excellent drawing themselves. To other members of 
the Navy, and to the Hon. John A. Foote and George A, Jar- 
vis, Esq., who have given me their kind covmsel and assistance, 
I would also retuiTi thanks. 

J. M. H. 

New Haven, Jukj, 1874. 
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THE LIFE OF 

REAR-ADMIRAL 

ANDREW HULL FOOTE, U.S.N. 



CHAPTEE I. 

BIKTH, FAMILY, AND EAELY DASB. 

Amdeew IIuiL FooTE was Ijom in what is known as the 
"Buddington House," on the corner of Union and Cherry 
Streets, in New Haven, Connecticut, Sept. 12, 1806. Though 
the blood of the " De Yeres, the Bohuns, and the Bigods " did 
not ran in his veins, ho was descended from good New En- 
gland stock of God-fearing Puritans, whose first American an- 
cestor, from whom he was removed about eight generations, 
was Natlianiel Poote, who came from England to Watertown, 
ilass., in 1630, and in 1635 was one of the company of emi- 
grants of whom Trumbull, in his history of Connecticnt, says 
they were fourteen days in the wilderness on their journey from 
Watertown and vicinity to begin settlements on the Couneeti- 
eut Kiver, at Hartford, Wethersfield, and Windsor. Nathaniel 
Foote settled at Wethersfield, and belonged to the original 
proprietors of that town, where he died in 1644, His son 
Kobert, from whom Admiral Foote 'is directly descended, emi- 
grated to Branford, Connecticut, and was among the early 
settlers of that town. Wethersfield, Hadley, Branford, and 
CliesMre numbered among their earliest and best citizens the 
descendants of Nathaniel Foote ; and in all the trials and 
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Life of Admiral Foote. 



marked events of Kew England history— in pioneer labors, the 
witchcraft delusion, Indian conflicts and captivities, the colo- 
nial wars and the war of tlie Eevolution— this well-known 
and widely spread family bore its full share, some of its mem- 
bers having shed their blood and given their lives on tlie 
battle-field for their country. They were cliiefly agricnltur- 
ista ; but filled every responsible position in social and civil life, 
and by their sturdy worth and intelligence helped to bnild 
up the good old commonwealth of Connecticut. 

The grandfather of Andrew was John Foote, a native of 
North Branford, who was a graduate of Tale College in l'i'65, 
and for abont fifty years was pastor of the church in Cheshire, 
Connecticut, where lie died in 1813. He was one of the old- 
fashioned New England ministers, who were settled over their 
parishes for life, and whoso life formed an integral part of 
the history of the town iteelf. For nearly a hundred years the 
grandfather and great-grandfather of the Admiral were the 
pastoi-s of the village church, the one succeeding the other.* 

* The following incideEt respecting Lucinda Foote, daughter of Eev. 
John Foote, which has been recently revived in the public prints, shows 
that that reverend gentleman was not of the opinion of Aaron Bnrr, who 
thongUt that one tongue was enough for a woman. At the age of twelve 
years Lucinda Foote was fitted to enter Yale College, aa appears from 
the following copy of a translation of a certificate in I^tin, written upon 
parchment, given to her by President Stiles, and also inserted by him in 
his diary on the same date : 

"The President of Tale College to all to whom these presents shaU 
come.— Greetmg : Be it known to joii that I have examined Miss Lncinda 
Foote, twelve yeais old, and have fomid that m the learned languages— 
the Latm and the Greek— she has made commendable progress Smne 
the true meaning of passages in the ^^neid of Virgil, the Select OratioM 
of Cicero, and m the Greek Testament ; and that she is fully qualified ex- 
cept m r^ard to aez, to be received aa a pnpil in the Freshman Clai in 
Yale Umversity. Given in the College Library, the 33d of December, 
^^^°- Ezra. Stilbs, President." 

Though kept out of college. Miss Foote pursued a fiill course of college 
studies, and also studied Hebrew with President Stiles. She manned at 
eighteen, and died at the age of sixty-two, having been the mother of ten 
child I'en. 
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His Parents. 15 



His parents were Samuel Auguetna Footc and Eudoeia Hull, 
daughter of General Andrew Hull (militia general), of Ches- 
hire. His father, Samuel Augustus, was Governor of Con- 
necticut in 1834-5, and United States Senator from 1827 to 
1833. He was known in the political history of the eountry 
as the mover of "Foote's Eesolutions," which gave occasion to 
the famous passage of arms between Wehater and Hayno. In 
liis political sentiments Governor Foote was originally a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat, but afterward became a member of the 
National Republican party, which in 1832 was reorganized as 
the Whig party under the leadership of Clay and Webster. 

In the winter of 1829-30 it was determined by the leaders 
of the Republican party to provoke the Southern members 
who held nuUification principles to an open discussion which 
should compel them to show their colore. Senator Foote as- 
sumed the task of moving the resolutions, which bore mainly 
on the question of the final disposal of the public lands and 
the proceeds of their sales ; but he consented to do this on the 
condition that he should not make a speech upon his own r^- 
olntions. This was chai'acteristic of the man. While in Con- 
gress, and, in fact, during a long and successful political life, 
he rarely was known to make a speech, although, whenever 
he did speak, it was to the point. His success was owing to 
his stanchness and sagacity of character. He was a man of 
positive opinions, often standing quite alone, as on the Mis- 
souri Compromise question ; but he was known to friend and 
foe as a politician of inflexible honesty, and one who despised 
intrigue. He led men by his force of will and independence 
of character. If not an orator, it is an interesting fact that 
the father of Admiral Foote was a prominent actor in the 
first great pubHc strife of opinion between the North and the 
South, and between those principles which go to strengthen 
and uphold tlie authority of the national government, and 
those which tend to its dissolution. Tlie father may thus be 
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l6 Life of Admiral Foote. 

said, in some sense, to have begun tlie contest which ended in 
the war of the Rebellion, and tlie triumph of tlie principles 
of republican government— a war in which his son bore so 
distinguished a part. 

The childhood and yonth of Admiral Poote were those of 
a boy brought up in strict Puritan principles, modified per- 
haps by the gentler influence of his mother, who, by her wom- 
anly tact in ordinary mattere, was the true executrix of the 
household, although the father, aa in the old Hebrew house- 
hold, held the supreme authority, which was never I'elaxed in 
a real difference of opinion. 

Tlnquestioning obedience was the rule of the family life. 
This held good not only in respect of domestic authority, but 
extended also to teachers and all superiors in age and rank. 
The schoolmaster stood in loco parmdia, and the most rigor- 
ous discipline administered at school was taken at homo as 
good evidence that it was well deserved, and admitted of no 
appeal. 

It was held that talents were given to be used, and idleness 
was looked upon as the great sin. The day began with the 
song of the birds. The son was expected to give his spare 
hours to the service of his parents at home or in the field, and 
tho most deferential respect waa enjoined in their presence. 
Plain diet, simple apparel, hard Work, and, above all, profound 
reverence for the Sabbath, and unfailing attendance upon pub- 
lic woi-ship and all religious ordinances, characterized this and 
other sober Puritan households, even down to the beginning 
of the present century, in Connecticut, " the land of steady 
habits." 

Andrew was a lively boy, indisposed to study or rontine of 
any kind ; and though he had no bad traits, he loved freedom 
and fun. The family consisted of robust boys, with no sis- 
ter's softening infiuenco ; and many were the pranks of these 
youngsters, in which Andrew was tho leader. One story is 
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told of him, which, considering the austere setting of clrciiin- 
stances in which it appears, must have been at the time ludi- 
crous enough. His oldest brother John, M'ho shared his fun- 
loving temper, had played some successful prank, which, by 
all principles of hoy-law, it was incumbent upon Andrew to 
return with interest He armed himself with a no less effect- 
ual and no more destructive missile than a rotten apple, and, 
standing behind a door, patiently awaited Iiis oppoi'tunity. 
At length hearing some one approaching whom he supposed 
to be liis brother, he darted from his concealment, and tln^ew 
the apple with all his force, when, to his hon'or, he saw tliat it 
had taken effect in the bosom of his father's ruffled shirt, who 
had just come out of his chamber, having carefully arrayed 
himself for the occasion of delivering a public address on the 
return of peace. The indignant sire, supposing that the jest 
waa intended for himself, rushed to seize the offender, but 
fright lent wings to his feet ; and as the church-bell was al- 
ready tolling for the public service, the pursuit was necessarily 
abandoned to allow time for a speedy change of dress ; so that 
an opportunity was gained by Andrew to send in an explana- 
tion and apology ; and, to his infinite satisfaction, the young 
rogue was released with a severe reprimand. 

Other anecdotes are told, quite as trivial in themselves, 
which, however, are characteristic of the spirit of the boy, and 
show that his resolute nature manifested itself early. While 
but a wee bit of a lad, he was one day leading his younger 
brother Augustus, who was dressed in a red frock, across a 
meadow where there was a largo merino ram. The buck, ex- 
cited by the red dress, charged furiously upon the little fellow. 
Andrew bravely threw himself in the way, and received the 
shock ; and this he did several times, until they had reached 
the fence in safety. His brother (Hon, John A. Toote, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, who tells this story) says of the occurrence, 
that it was undoubtedly the admlral's^rai ram, fight. 
B 
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Another stoiy of Andrew's youthful days might have been 
told of hundreds and thousands of plucky boys, but which, at 
all events, shows that the spirit oi fight was born in him, and 
was ready to manifest itself on any real provocation of insult 
or injtistice. When he had grown to be a bigger lad, he went 
one winter's day into a sboemalfer's shop, and left the shop 
door open behind him. One of the workmen thereupon or- 
dered him in a peremptory way to shut the door. Andrew 
thought the tone was too authoritative, and refused to shut 
the door unless asked civiUy. The workman, thereupon grow- 
ing wrathful, told him that if he did not close the door he 
would thrash him; and at once the ire of our young hero was 
kindled, and Crispin was laid helpless across his own bench, 
while the old master, who had watched tlie affair over his 
spectacles, instead of interfering, cried out, " Bravo 1 bravo! 
well done, lad !" 

His brother John says of his early years: "He was a stut- 
tering, stammering, left-handed little boy. A cot was fitted 
tightly over his left hand, and he was required to use only his 
right. When he commenced speaking, he was admonished to 
speak slowly, and to beat time with his right hand. 

" When we were boys together, it was a mle in our family 
to commence the Sabbath early on Saturday evening, and play 
wae to be suspended until we could see tiiree stai-s on Sunday 
evening. Herschel and other distinguished men have had 
great credit for discovering new stars, but I have sometimes 
queried whether the future admiral did not in those days dis- 
cover some stars never seen by any of them. Very certain I 
am that the play sometimes commenced before I could sec 
any stars ; and I am equally certain that he neve]-, in after-life, 
watched for them in a storm at sea, or on a lee shore, more 
anxiously than when a boy, on a Sunday evening, he watched 
for them as a license to begin his sports. 

" As a boy, he was full of fun and frolie^ — a roal hoy — but 
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InfiueTUes that drew Him to the Sea. 19 

he was genial, kind, and popular, and I do not remember of 
Ilia ever being quarrelsome," 

■ Such incidents of his yonthful da\i rayht be multiplied; 
it would, however, be interesting to mquiie what it was that 
gave tho firet turn to his life, and led him to aceh the sea. It 
is said Hugh Miller remembered that i^hen a child not three 
yeai-s old he went into tho garden one da;, iiid saw there "a 
minnte duckling, covered with soft, yellow hair, growing out 
of the soil by its feet, and beside it a plant that bore as its 
iiowere a crop of little mussel-ehells of a deep red color." 
This really belonged to the vegetable kingdom ; and the dis- 
criminating observation of a new fact in naturo by one so 
young seemed prophetic of the future man of science. 

Nothing remarkable of this kind is recorded of Admiral 
Foote's childhood. The sea is a magnet that draws its own to it 
wherever they may be. The plowboy on the hill-side or on the 
prairie far away heara in his mind's inner sense the perpetual 
undertone of ocean, and drojs the plow, and makes his way to 
the coast to embark upon the adventurous hfe of the sailor. 
The love of the sea is one of thoso iuetincte that are original 
in the nature of some. This only is to be said of our hero's 
youth, that his earliest recollections were of ships. His father, 
when he lived in New Haven, was engaged in the West India 
trade, and his place of business was upon the> well-known quay 
called " Long Wharf." For the first ten years of his married 
life his fatiier was, as he himself supposed, subject to an affec- 
tion of the lungs, and occasionally made a voyage to tho West 
Indi^, in the capacity of supercargo of one of his own vessels. 
As these absences were infrequent, the going and coming 
produced a strong impression upon the imagination of his 
children, as they watched tlie departing or returning sail, and 
probably awoke in one of them at least the vague and wild 
desire after a sailor's life. 

It is ako not altogether improbable that the war of 1812, 



Hosted byGoogle 



Life of Admiral Foote. 



which was almost altogether a naval war, and the brilliant vic- 
tories of 01U' sea-captains at that time, kindled unconsciously 
in the ■'ardent mind of the boy the firet faint fires of military 
glory connected with the sea. When those stories of combats 
on the ocean and on the great lakes wete related with en- 
thusiasm at the family fireside or table, it is quite impossible 
that a mind so susceptible even as a child to honor, shonld not 
have caught the spirit and the glow of such stirring events. 

The war of 1812, and the severe illness of his father, 
broHght about a change of scene ; and the family removed 
from New Ilaven to Cheshire, a beautiful inland village in 
the same state and county, in tlie spring of the year 1813. 
There they continued to reside, in a fine old family mansion, 
until the death of Governor Poote in 1846. 

A word, more should here be said of tlie father of the Ad- 
miral, for from him the sou inherited some of his strongest 
traits of character. 

Samuel A. Foote was bom November 8, 1780. Though of 
a delicate constitution in childhood and youth, he prepared for 
and graduated at Yale College before he was seventeen yeai-s 
of age. He subsequently pursued tlie study of the law with 
Judge Eeeve, of Litchfield, Connecticut, until nnpaij-ed health 
compelled him to give it up; and he began business in New 
Haven, in the West India trade, in 1803. From 1817 to 1835 
he was in pubUc life, filling all the chief political oiBces in the 
state. While governor of the state he received the degree of 
LL.D. from Tale College. lie was a notable example of an 
intelhgent and practical American statesman, or, perhaps, the 
better word would be pohtician, of the old school, with the 
marked conservatism -of the shrewd men of his state, and with 
the still higher qualities of independence and fli-mness, ■ 

These sterner traits, enforced often by a severe countenance 
and piercing look, were mingled with a vein of kindly humor, 
which made him popular witli all classes, and even with his 
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political opponents; so that, through his known inflexibility of 
purpose, that could not be turned by any amount of outside 
pressure or party drill, and his courteous manners, he truly, as 
a man, wielded a great influence. His mode of speaking was 
simple, and as in conversation. He never attempted a meth- 
odized discourse ; but aiming directly at what he considered 
the essential thing, and developing but one idea at a time, he 
soon exhausted what ho had to say, tiiough it was generally 
found that he struck at the heart of the matter, and said tlie 
ti'ue and weighty word. It is related of him, however, that 
he fully appreciated the value of the ability to speak well in a 
free coimtiy, and encouraged his sons to train themselves in 
the art of public address. 

Undoubtedly Andrew learned his fii-et l^son of obedience 
—the prime word in a sailor's creed^at home ; yet fatlier 
and son were so much alike in stubbornness of will that Gov- 
ernor Foote once said that he thought he " had succeeded 
pretty well in controlling all his boys with the exception of 
Andrew — him alone lie had only attempted to guide." Yet 
in both father and son there was, as has been said, a kindly, 
genial vein ; and they were both what might be truly called 
popular men with all classes. Courtesy, indeed, was inculcated 
as a prime principle in the family life ; and the example of 
"Washington — the American gentleman as well as hero — was 
not as yet foi^otten. This gentler side of the Puritan charac- 
ter and education is sometimes lost sight of. Doubtless there 
was too little of the spirit of indulgent sympathy with inno- 
cent enjoyment, and too intense a stress laid on obligation 
and not enough on love; but the Puritan family was by no 
means like a planet jounieying on in perpetual eclipse. It 
rolled out sometimes into broad and pleasant sunshine upon 
Thanksgiving days, election days, and the holiday sports of 
childhood and youth, and whenever original Anglo-Saxon 
humor, good-nature, and cheerful piety fairly asserted theni- 
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selves. We have but to add, what has ah-eady been hinted, 
that Governor Tootc, being himself a high-toned Christian 
man, reai'ed his family in the strict principles of New En- 
gland morality ; religion, as the foundation of character, was 
laid at the bottom. Though it was not in Andrew's case 
the immediate canse of a religious life, who can tell what 
a profound influence this home piety, leading the mind con- 
stantly to view the practical earnestness, and even solemnity 
of life — its obligations to God— had upon his whole futnre 
cai'eer? 

In regard to the schoolmasters and school-days of Andrew 
T'oote, a word miglit be said — and but a word— for his was a 
nature that did not easily take mould from without, but rather 
developed itself by a native force from within. He was not 
a man of thought so much as of action. The strength of his 
nature was on its moral side. What he purp(Ked he thought ; 
what he willed he did. His life is in his deeds. Silent in 
preparation, isstiing from deep sources, his acts, like the acts 
of men of his kind, were rapid ; their resiilts are open to every 
eye, and the world' does not care very much to know about the 
early shaping influences of a power which is noiselessly gen- 
erated like electricity in the hidden springs of nature. In 
fact, his schools and schoolmasters did not probably have much 
to do in making the man. He drew his sagacity to plan, his 
courage to dare, his power to act, from his parents, and from 
the nature God gave him. His firet school— upon entering 
which, it is said, he made a desperate but, in this sole instance, 
unsuccessful fight for freedom — was in New Haven, and was 
kept by Miss Betsey Broraham, aftei-ward Mrs. Austen, who 
was permitted to visit the Admiral in his last sickness in New 
York, and then and there to express the life-long interest 
which she felt for her former child-pupil. 

When the family removed to Cheshire, Andrew was sent 
lii'st to the common or district school kept in that village, and 
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afterward was placed at the Episcopal Academy of Cheshire, 
theu in charge of an ahle and noted instructor, Dr. Tillotson 
Eronson. 

It ia not probahJe that young Foote distinguished himself as 
a scholar, for that was not his bent; but in these schools in 
Cheshire lie became fitted to pass the examination then re- 
quired to become a member of West Point Military Academy, 
the entering of which institution was a kind of compromise 
with his parents, since he had already declai-ed his intention 
of going into the Navy, to which his motlier was particularly 
opposed. We may, however, suppose that his school-years 
were not wholly lost time, as his literary attainments and pro- 
ductions in after-years gave good proof. He mastered the 
common English branches, and always wrote in a clear and 
flowing style. He said to a friend in the latter part of his 
Hfe that he had never read a book through consecutively, but 
was accustomed to glean its contents by a rapid glancing over 
it, and that he had found this to be the method of some dis- 
tinguished men. One of his schoolmates at the Episcopal 
Academy in Cheshire was Gideon Welles, recently Secretary 
of the Navy, who proved to be one of his warmest friends, 
and who, in the trying scenes of the war, gave the Admiral 
his generous and unfailing support. From the testimony of 
another eclioolmate,* young Foote was noted wliile at the 
academy for his amiability and tact in getting out of the dif- 
ficulties which his frolicsome disposition plunged him into; 
and even the stem old doctor, a stickler for discipline, was 
not able to resist his winningly frank, gentle, and affectionate 
manners. 

Tliis healthy, bold, adventurous boy, we may imagine, was 
learning a great deal of human nature and of the world that 
God made in those school-days in the picturesque country vil- 

* George A. Jarvis, Esq., of Broolilyn, N. Y. 
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kge among tlio green Connecticut hills. He knew where the 
tallest hickoi7-ti'eeB grew, and the higgcst chebtnuts ripened : 

"Knowledge nCTer learned of scliools, 
Of the wild bee's morning cliase, 
Of the wild flower's time and place, 
Flight of fowl and habitude 
Of the tenants of the wood; 
How the tortoise bears his shell, 
How the woodchuck digs his cell. 
And the ground-mole sinks his well; 
How the robin feeds her young; 
How the oriole's nest is hung." 

He fished in the ti'out-brooks, ewam in every stream, and ex- 
plored every cave ; and, more than all, he explored his own 
heart, and found out what he was made for; for early in his 
Cheshire boyhood-life he stoutly declared his intention of go- 
ing to sea, and said that if prevented, he should do so the mo- 
ment he was twenty-one years old. 

West Point proved a stepping-stone to his darling plan. He 
remained at the Military Academy of West Point but a few 
months — say from June to December — and in the latter part 
of the year 1822, at the age of sixteen, he was transferred to 
the Navy- 
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FIEST CEUISES AHD BBA-LIFE. 

TuE active temperameut of yonng Foote, ready for any 
thing but still life on shore, had found its right direction. On 
the 4th of December, 1832, he was appointed acting midship- 
man, and was stationed on board the schooner Grarvpus, under 
Commander Gregory, in whose fleet, upon the coast of Africa, 
he afterward held his fii'st separate command. The Oratii- 
pus belonged to the elder Commodore David Portei"'s squad- 
ron, which was sent out in 1823 to break up the piratical nests 
among the West India Islands. He thus entered at once upon 
the arduous duties of his profession. He was thrust into the 
"rough and ready" school of the older naval service; not 
passing through a preparatoiy academic ti'aining on shore, 
which is a comparatively modem invention. His habits of 
promptness and discipline were learned in the schoolroom of 
old ocean, among hard-handed tars and the stern realities of 
sea-life. From the testimony of his commander, he was an 
eager learner in the duties belonging to his profession ; and 
at whatever hour of tlie day or night Lieutenant Gi-egory was 
called on deck, there would be found Midshipman Foote— 
in Gregory's own words — " dogging his heels :" ready to aid 
in taldng an observation, active in running aloft, and witli his 
eye and hand always on the right rope. He was equally de- 
voted to the study of books then used in the science of navi- 
gation; in fact, as he often said, hie life's ambition was to 
make himself a perfect naval officer— it ran in the line of 
his profession. The following is an extract from a boyish 
letter, dated on board the United States schooner Grampus, 
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March 6, 1823, and addressed to au early fi-ieiid and school- 
mate :* 

" I hope joti will excuse my negligence in not writing before this time, 
for I assure jon that it did not proceed from want of aflection, biit on 
account of the iDCOnvenienee in writing while at sea on board of a ves- 
sel of this tonnage. To my great astonishment and satisfaction I re- 
ceived a midshipman's appointment, which you probably recollect I ap- 
plied for a short time before going to West Point. We left the poit of 
New York on the Ist of Jaauaiy, 1833, and filled away for Tampico; and 
we haTe made the ports of Matanzas, Havana, Tampico, and New Or- 
leans. When we left Havana for Tampico, and had made the land, the 
wind commenced blowing a heavy gale from the northeast, ao that it car- 
ried away our topmast studding-sail boom, and sprung our mainmast. 
She took in hogsheads of water in the wardroom and steerage ; life- 
ropes wei'e rove on the windward side of the vessel, and one of the 

officers observed that ' we were going to with studding-sails set' 

This gale was much more sevei'o than it was in Septembei', about sixteen 
months since. I am very well pleased with the service. I had a desire to 
visit foreign nations. The duty of the officera is nearly as haid as that of 
the men, as we have to be on the watch one tliird of the time day and 
night, four hours on and eight off." 

■ He was, above all, in this first cruise, introduced to the most 
severe perils and hardships of the naval service in the pursuit 
of pirates among the reefs of the Gulf. These pirates were 
the lineal descendants of the freebooters who at the end of 
the seventeenth century established themselves in the "W^t 
India seas to prey upon Spanish commerce. The uncjuiet 
spirits of all eounti'ies resorted to them. Issuing from their 
strongholds — the island of Tortuga, on the west coast of St. Do- 
mingo, and Port Eoyal, in Jamaica— they committed such au- 
dacious and successful robberies on the Spanish-American 
cities as to win ahnost the honors of legitimate heroes.f The 
original bnecaneers, however, who had some show of legaliza- 



* William A, Browne, of Cheshire, Connecticut. 

+ Hildreth's Histoiy of the United States, vol. ii,, p, aS. 
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tion, degenerated into regular pirates, who, later in the eight- 
eenth century, in Captain Kidd'a time, were the terror of tiie 
seas, and who with waning power continued their depreda- 
tions nntil their final extinction by the American Navj. With 
picked crews in open boats the officers cruised among the in- 
mmierable islands of the Cuban archipelago, where many a 
bloody sea-fight had tal;en place : 

" Th.e scream of rage, the groan, the strife, 

The blow, the gasp, the horrid cry, 

The panting, throttled prayer for life. 

The djdng'B heaviDg sigh, 

The murderer's curse, the dead man's fixed, still glare, 

And fear's and death's cold sweat— they all were there I" 

Our poet Dana's sombre fancy did not overdraw those hor- 
I'id scenes when the reign of these desperadoes was at its 
height. The phantom of the "long, low, blacb-hulled" craft 
lingers in these seas even to this day. The American Navy 
has prided itself on the thoroughness of the work it did in 
abolisliing tlie whole thing. It swept this cnrse from the seas. 
Not nnfrequently the wily foe, who eluded purenit in a thou- 
sand ways, turned and challenged the avengers of blood to 
hand-to-hand conflict. For six months of the time ofScei-s 
were out boating on these stormy watere, and it is said that 
young Foote personally distinguished hin^elf in this service. 
He certainly acquired those habits of discipline, skill, and dar- 
ing which afterward were so useful to him, and -which could 
not have been learned nnder the best mastere on shore. 

On the 6th of December, 1823, he was ti'ansferred from the 
Gram/pus to the Peacock, commanded by William Carter, 
master commandant; and on the 11th of the same month he 
was warranted as midshipman. The Peacoclc belonged to the 
Pacific squadron, under Commodore Hull. Before sailing, in 
a letter, dated January 29, 1824, he gives vent to a thought- 
less, ambitious wish for action : 
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"We are ready for sea, and onlj waifmg for sailing orders from the 
Depai-taient ; but we hear little from Washington except the next Presi- 
dential election, the Greek cause, and the Holy AHiance, which I sincei'cly 
hope may produce a war. Then the prospect of the naval officer would 
brighten, and in the spa«e of a few yeai? would elevate us who are now 
in service to the highest rank, which will take some time if the coimtry 
remain at peace with all nations much longer." 

The Peacock sailed from Norfolk for the Pacifiu on the 
29th of March, 1824. Dnring tlie period of this South Amer- 
ican cruise, which covered three yeare of service, our Kavy 
was compelled to observe a strict neutrality in the wars of 
libei-ation of the South American republics with old Spain, 
which was a difficult and certainly not an enviable position 
for Americans, although there seemed to be lacking the ele- 
ments of that high morality and that capacity for self-govern- 
ment which dignified our own struggle for independenca 
Foote was detached from the Peacock and transferred to the 
frigate United States, Commodore Isaac Hull commanding, 
September 8, 1824. A letter written during this period to 
his Cheshire friend and schoolmate is worth transcribing, not 
as containing any tiling brilliant, but as being the letter of a 
manly youth : 

" U. 8. Fki&ate ' TJhetbd States,' ) 
CAIJ.AO, Peru, 8q>t. 15, 1834. f 

"Deak Friend,— I have so much to communicate that this small 
sheet will admit of giving no more than a concise detail of circumstances 
which have lallen to my obseiTation. 

" Until onr arrival at Callao we experienced in our little ship every 
pleasure and hardship incident to a marinei''s life. A few days after our 
departure ftom the United States we had a very heavy thnn ler stotra, and 
one flash of hghf img struck the "ihip tilhng four men mstantly and 
wounding several othere dangerously Mho however have recovered par- 
tially ; yet the greater part of them wdl never perfectly be restored. 
Prom that hme to our irrival at Rid Janeuo nothing worthy of mention 
took place. For a descnption of that city, I refer you to John's letters. 
After spending ten pleasant days at Rio, wc weighed anchor and stood 



Hosted byGoogle 



In South America. 29 

to the southward and westward, shapiiig our course round Cape Horn. 
The weather as we made southing grew cold very sensibly, owing to the 
winter having already set in. We were as far south as 60° 15'; and, in 
the winter month of January, it ia useless to add we suffered from the in- 
clemency of the weather. You know by experience the cold weather 
which prevaUs in the mild clhnate of 41° ; then judge its severily in that 
of 00°, adding to this the constant heavy gales prevalent off the Cape. 
However, our time would have heen ratier more pleasant had the small- 
pox not have paid us a long and exterminating visit. We lost twelve 
valuable raen by this disease, and at a time when the ship appeared to 
be at the mercy of the waves, Their loss was severely felt, owing to the 
fact that the vessel was then too short-manned. But after an unpleasant 
nin of fifty-six days, we arrived at Valparaiso, as light-hearted and in 
rather better spirits than when we left Rio. Owing to Commodore Hull 
being at CaUao, our stay at Valparaiso was short. We leil with a convoy 
for Callao, flret, however, landing the Ameiiean consul at Coquimbo ; we 
then made the harbor of Callao on the 15th of August, and here saw the 
broad pendant of Commodore Isaac Hull. We saluted him with the 
usual number of guns that his rank was entitled to. Our time was now 
pretty actively employed, the revolutionary state of the country rendering 
it necessary for hb to keep on the aleit, owing to the advanti^ the pri- 
vateers took of seizing and condemning our merchant ships, under pre- 
tense of their being engaged m smuggling arms to the Patriots. A few 
days after our arrival the Peruvian admiral entered the harbor with a frig- 
ate and two brigs, and blockaded the harbor, the Spaniards having at the 
time one fiigate, two brigs, and ten gun-boats. No signs of an attack were 
made by the Spaniards until Sunday, the 5th of this month, when the 
gun-hoats pulled for the brig, which unfortunately came out of gun-shot 
of the frigate. The attack commenced with every prospect of crowning 
the Royalists victors ; but their want of comage enabled the hrig to haul 
under cover of the frigate before she received any serious injury. After 
a spirited engagement of one hoiu-, the Spaniards retreated with the loss 
of about thirty men killed, and nearly the same number wounded ; two 
boats sunk, and seven othera badly injured. The loss of the Patiiots was 
one killed on hoard the brig, and two in the frigate. The Spaniards, 
ance thek unsuccessful attack, seem to be little disposed to hazard an- 
other engagement. The Royalists at the tune were in constant expecta- 
tion of a heavy naval rehiforcement from Spain. The 13th of this month 
the Auo, and C'omtantia, ai'rived, the former a 74-gun ship, the latter a 
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22-giia brig. The Patriots' force at this time consisted of a 36-gun fng- 
ate, and one small lO-giin brig. The Spanish force, you will perceive, 
was greatly superior. Notwithstanding, Admh'al Grey slipped his cable, 
stood OTit of the harbor, hove to, and fired three 44's at the Spaniards; 
hauled up his courses, and waited for the Spanish frigate ; but she most 
cowardly made sail, and declined an engagement. As she passed, we 
were at qiiaiters, and it would have taken little provocation from her to 
have been complimented with a broadside from Uncle Isaac. I will now 
pass over the strife between the two hoatUe parties, and mention my ob- 
ject in becoming attached to the flag-ship. On the arrival of thePeooiflfc, 
some difficulty took pla«e in regard to Captain Carter, which terminated 
in his return to the United States. Several of the officers left the Feaeock, 
and joined other ships; and I was induced to send to Commodore Hull 
an application for his ship, it being larger than the Ptactn*, and the ac- 
commodation better. I came on board on the 8th. The commodore has 
liB wife and Miss Hart with him. We get a glance at them occasion- 
ally. Excuse hast« and deficiencies, and believe me your friend, 

" Andrew H. Foote." 

Ill aiiotlior letter to the same friend, dated Chorilos, Au- 
gust 12, 1825, he further speaks of liis Pacific coast expe- 
riences : 

" We are now lying in an open roadstead unprotected from the sea, 
consequently the motion is very troublesome, and the surf at times so 
heavy as to render landing dangerous. It is necessaiy to make this the 
port of entry, as Callao is blockaded by a squadron consisting of seven 
sail, two of which are fligates. As soon as Callao faDs we shall return 
to that port ; hut when she will capitulate is uncertain, as the city ex- 
pends from two to three hundred shot daily, and is well provisioned. 

"We have less opportunity for enjoying oui-selves on shore than we 
had in Chili, as Lima is nine miles distant, and Chorilos a small place 
containing hat a few huts. A party of us visited Lima a short time since, 
where we spent four days very pleasantly. The city may still be styled 
one of the richest cities in the world, although poor to what it was be- 
fore the revolution. During the struggle it has alternately been in pos- 
session of Royalists and Patriots, who have robbed the churches of vast 
quantities of plate. Prom a single altar was coined one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. We saw the grand palace where Pizarro resided; also the 
apartment in which he was assassinated. I forgot to mention the walk- 
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ing-dreas of the ladies, which is admirably calculated to caiTj on an in- 
trigue. The part from the waist down contains thii-ty yards of silk, plaited 
in such a manner as to Bet perfectly smooth, in order to show a fine shape. 
The robe covering the head is also silk, and lai^e enough to conceal tlje 
face excepting one eye. Ec[iiipped in tliis manner, I ha^e seen ladies 
watch the movements of their husbands by following them through the 
city, the virtuous not being distinguished from the vicious." 

We find among the officers then saihng in the United States 
the famihar names of H. Paulding, C. II. Davis, William C. 
Nicholson, Thomas T.Craven, H. K.Thatcher, and James Ann- 
strong. 

Eetnming to New York in the United States from this three- 
jeai-s' service, April 25, 1827, Andrew suece^fnllj underwent 
his examination for passed midshipman. He had been labo- 
riously preparing himself for this by avaihng himself of all 
opportunities of study and observation in his reach ; and Ad- 
miral Davis says of this examination that Foote and himself 
got news of it together, and the question was how to get 
ready ? They at once set about tlieir preparation with great 
earnestness, consulting what books they had access to, but 
chiefly making practical observations, and reducing the sci- 
ence of their profession to a regular working system. 

Toote had been up to this time four yeai-s and five months 
constantly at sea. It wonld seem as if he had earned tiie right 
to a little rest at home ; but, as if it were expressly so planned 
by his superiors, he was to be allowed no time to display 
hie midshipman's uniform ashore ; and on the 26th of August, 
1827, to his sore disappointment, he was sent off a second 
time to the West Indies for a brief ermse, first in the Ifatckes 
and afterward in the Hornet, to which he was transferred 
October 8, 1827. He had set his heart upon making a cruise 
with the Mediteri'snean squadron, for which station he ap- 
plied. His hopes were not realized. Something better, how- 
ever, than the gratification of his desires, or even the cduca- 
C 
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tioii of his mind, was in store for him. A cliaiige of cliai'aciter 
that raised him to a higher level of manhood awaited liim on 
this short West India voyage. After he had been at sea eome 
six weeks or two montlis, Ms mother received a letter from 
him, in which are tliese words : " You may discharge your 
mind from anxiety about your waywai-d son." The letter 
then went on to relate that one of the heutenants of the ship 
had spoken to him soon after joining the Natchez on religious 
subjects, and, as his expr^sion was, he had " bluffed him ofE " 
by saying that he had aimed to be honorable and honest in 
all things, and that would do for him. But, after getting on 
the station, npon a beaiitiful moonlight night, while riding 
quietly at anchor, the same officer and himself being on duty, 
the lieutenant spoke to him again about the subject of relig- 
ion, and with such eai-nestness that, aa he said, his " knees for 
the first time bowed to his Maker ;" and as soon as he was 
released from duty, he took his Bible and went into the steer- 
age, and i-ead it under great agitation of mind. This he did 
for two weeks, when, upon going on deck one day, he came to 
the resolution that " henceforth, under all circumstances, he 
would act for God;" upon which his mental anguish and 
trouble vanished. 

In this simple manner he recounts that event in his history 
which made him a new man, and a true Chnstian hero. It 
did not make him over into a perfect character, but he was 
established now on right principles, and a high and pnre im- 
pulse was given to his life ; and take that life through, at sea 
and on shore, in battle and at peace, in success and adversity, 
in life and death, we shall find that, by divine aid, he carried 
out the resolution made in his yonth that "/*« would act for 
GodP 

It should be said here, so that it need not be misunderstood 
by the reader, that this is the biography of a Christian officer. 
He thought himself to be, and his life proved that he was 
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right in thinking himself to he, a religious man. His faith, 
in some respects, took tiie stamp of hie Puritan training. His 
religious phraseology was that which was in ordinary use in 
New England homes and literatm'e ; but it was a pure Chris- 
tianity, that showed itself by its fruits. In the <^ase of Ad- 
miral Foote, his free and genial temperament, his extensive 
acquaintance with men, and his constant voyaging up and 
down in all pai-ts of tlie world, served to make him catholic 
in his opinions ; bat none of these influences ever succeeded 
in effacing the strong Puritanic stamp with which he began 
his religious life ; and, as a reformer in the naval service, it is 
a matter of thankfulness that they never did, for here was 
nomished the invincible will in right-doing that never turned 
back in any good enterprise, but went, like an iron prow, often 
roughly enough, through the most time-honored customs, and 
always straight to the end. 

The following letter, written about this time by tlie com- 
manding officer of the Natchez, though but a simple letter of 
introduction, seems prophetic in its expression in regai'd to the 
f utiu'e character and career of our hero ; 

" United Stateb Ship ' Natchez,' Pens4coi,a Bat, 
" Ste, — It is with great pleasure that I have it in mj power to state 
that Midshipman A. H. Foote served on bowd this ship, and I found him 
to be a young gentleman of great merit, being always competent and at- 
tentive to his duty ; and I am impressed with the belief that he will be- 
come a very valuable officer, Mr. Foote is a young gentleman of the ft'st 
respectability, and of the finest principles and feelings ; and hie whole 
conduct while he was attached to this ship has met mj cordial approbar 
tion— therefore beg leave to recommend him to your favorable consider- 
ation. "With very much respect, I remain your obedient servant, 

" George Bdhd. 
" Commodore Isaac Ohauncey, Commanding Naval Officer, M. Y." 

The Cliristian consciousness which had been awakened in 
the youth soon, of course, as in the case of many otliei-s in like 
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position both in the Navj and Annj, led him to raise the ques- 
tion of tlie rightfulness of the military profession as a calling, 
and whether he could consistently remain in the Navy, When 
he came home (which he did in the Hornet on the 6th of 
Deeembei", 1837) he made known his scruples to his father, 
who asked him if he did not suppose a Navy to be necessary, 
and, considering it to be necessary, if there should not be good 
men and Christian men in it. This sensible and practical way 
of putting the matter seems to have entirely removed his 
doubts, as he never appeared to be afterward troubled upon 
this point. 

Foote was detached, January 1, 1828, from the West India 
squadron, and during his brief stay on shore he was man-ied, 
June 22, 1828, to bis first wife, Caroline Plagg, the daughter 
of Betlinel Flagg, of Cheshire, Connecticut, who was permitted 
to cheer his arduoiis hfe but a compamtively short time. She 
died in the year 1838, having borae him two children, tlie first 
of whom, named Josephine, lived but four yeai-s ; and the sec- 
ond, of tlie same name, was born in 1837. 

We very soon find our hero afloat again in the sloop-of-war 
St. Louis, twenty-four guns, to which he was appointed Octo- 
ber 5, 1828, as sailing-master, under the command of Captain 
Jolm D. Sloat They sailed from Norfolk to the Pacific on 
the 14th of February, 1829. Three years were passed in 
this cruise upon his old station in the Pacific, comprising the 
coasts of Chili, Pern, and Central America, during which pe- 
riod he was appointed acting-lieutonant ; and on his return to 
the United States, on the 9th of December, 1831, he found 
awaiting him a commission as heutenant, the commission bear- 
ing date May 27, 1830. Thus slowly, by hard work, and good 
conduct, he was creeping up the ladder of oflScial preferment ; 
though in after-years promotion seemed all too slow to his 
ardent mind thii-sting for honorable distinction. 

In January, 1832, he was detached from the St.Louis; and 
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on JVtay 1, 1833, he was assigned to the Delaware, seventj-foiu' 
ship of the line, bearing the pennant of Commodore Pattei-son, 
then on the Mediterranean station, and was appointed to 
the honorable post of flag-lieutenant of tlie squadi'on. The 
Delaware sailed from Norfolk to the Mediterranean on the 
30th of Jnly,1833. During this trip the ship touched at the 
principal European, Asiatic, and African Mediterranean poi-ts ; 
and a pai'ty of its crew, of -which Lieutenant Foote was one, 
obtained leave to visit many of the historic points up the Nile, 
in Egypt, and also in tlie Holy Land. They landed at Joppa, 
and went to Jerusalem, explored the valley of the Jordan, 
sailed on the Dead Sea, and climbed Mount Lebanon ; and 
we may be sure that none of that light-hearted company, of 
young officei-s looted on these saci'cd scenes with fresher de- 
light than he did, who had been a constant reader of the Bible, 
and who had devoted his life to the Master whose footsteps 
once glorified these roclis and vales. A lovely daughter of 
Admiral Patterson, who with her two sisters accompanied the 
party, was so deeply impressed by her visit to Jerusalem, and 
the plae^ where were the head-springs of onr Christian faith, 
that the commencement of her religious life was dated by 
herself from that period ; it was brief, however, for before the 
ship reached the shores of America, altliough within sight of 
them, Miss Patterson died, and was buried at Norfolk, at 
which port tlie Delaware ended her voyage. 

This pleasant crnise of the splendid ship Delawa/re was a 
kind of triumphal progress all the way, bearing as she did the 
flag of our young Eepublic, tliat was every where recognized 
and welcomed as the emblem of freedom ; and we may, indeed, 
regard this voyage of pleasure and of glory through the classic 
waters of the Mediterranean, shared by onr hero in the prime 
of his yoxmg manhood, witli health, a sound, active mind, an 
honorable position, and, above all, a good conscience toward 
God and man, and made as it was before he liad a gi'eat bnr- 
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den of official responsibility laid upon him, as the acme of his 
free youth's enjoyment and proud satisfaction. 

In a private letter to a fi-iend in Cheshire, dated Mahoii, 
November 28, 1833, he, in an animated, sketchy manner, de- 
scribes the first poi-tion of the cruise : 

"I presume you have caught an occasional glimpse of my letters to 
Caioline, and to them I refei' jou for a detailed account of what has oc- 
cnwed since we left the United States, Onr passage across the Atlantic 
to Oherboni^ and in the English Channel was unusually pleasant, as 
much so, in fact, as a large, comfortable ship, pleasant messmates, fine 
weather, and the agreeable company of our roiniater, Mr. Liyingstone, 
and his lamily, could render it. On our arrival, several of the officers 
went to Palis, were presented at court, dined with the king, and were 
I'eceived with suniiar maj-ks of respect by his ministry. Our chaplain, 
Mr. Stewart, who is a man of fine personal appearance, an accomplished 
schohir, and a polite gentleman, made one of the party. He told me, on 
his return, th t t w s the th 1 u -t at wh ch he h^d been presented. 
I believe Mr S t be a g od and p ons n an notw th t. n ling I have 
heard when at hon e he ■« as ext -avaga t n h be nd co \\ olished 
sotaety. Yet this 1 n on has do btless n m on eq ence of his 

having a handson e person and pi .a^mg manne s He p opcsed and car- 
ried out his resolution to have evening prayeis on board, which, except 
with him in the frigate Qverriere, stands without a precedent in our scit- 
ice. Yet do not imagine from this a better state of things with regard 
to religion existing among «a. Candor, indeed, compels me to state that 
but three or four out of nearly one thousand souls are professing Chris- 
tians ; and at present thei'e appears to be no more interest on the subject 
than when we sailed from New York. Our evening prayers are rarely 
held, and sometimes there is no Sunday service ; yet this is not attribu- 
table to unreadiness on the i>ai-t of Mr. Stewart. 

" On the return of the officers from Paris we left Cherbourg, and on 
the following morning were close to the English coast. The beanti- 
fiil hedges and fine appearance of the country, and the associations with 
it as the land of our fathei's, gave it a lively and exciting interest with 
me. I felt disappointed that I could not go to London; but the Paris 
party were absent so long that this was rendered impi'acUcable. A few 
days after leaving the coast of England we encountered a severe gale in 
the Bay of Biscay ; after which we ran down the coast of Portugal in 
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sight of Lisbon Rock. The wind being strong and fair, two days brought 
us off Cadiz, in Spain, and not £ir from the place where Lord Admiral 
Kelson captured the combined fleets of France and Spain, near Trafalgar, 
The Bnnday following we anchored at Gibraltar, a place jou know re- 
plete with interest. We remained there three days, and then proceeded 
up the Mediterranean, passing in sight of Malaga and several other places 
of note, and arrived here the early part of this month. 

" In Mahon is the second largest organ in the world. I went with sev- 
eral other ofBcers to hear it. That we might have an idea of the power 
of the instiiiment, a tempest was represented so well— thnnder, wind, and 
rain — that it seemed to be real ; and the chureh, whose walls are dght 
feet thick, had a tremulous motion. We shall probably begin to cniise 
in April. Eeport says that the commodore will devote the summer to 
pleasure, and we shall probably visit Naples, Carthage, Smyrna, perhaps 
Constantinople, and other points of interest." 
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CHAPTEE III. 

CKnSE OF THE " JOHN ADAIIS." 

The native aptitude of Americans for the sea is abnndantly 
proved in the history of the American Navy. The history of 
England has not been more wonderfnl in ite proofs of na- 
tional genius for maritime operations than that of the United 
States. In the War of the Eevolutioii there were no two- 
decked American frigates, properly bo called; and yet the 
small shijffi in use, imperfectly equipped, with insignificantly 
light metal compared with their adversai-ies, manned with has- 
tily collected crew's, gave iinpoi-tant aid in that great struggle. 
The cai-Iy exploits of John Paul Jones, Dale, Manley, Ban-y, 
Nicholson, Barney, Eathbnnie, and Piddle, in their active little 
ships, catting off English transports, carrying the war into En- 
glish seas, and by alertness and audacity making up foi- want 
of force and organization — these should not be lost sight of, 
for tliey were the first efforts of a power that has since then 
contested the empire of the seas with Great Britain herself. 
The actnal Navy of the Eevolution— an emanation from the 
eea — sank back as suddenly into the sea. Nothing was left of 
it. For the exigencies of the naval war with France, and for 
the Algcrine and Tripolitan wars, new ships had to be built, 
and an entirely new system organized. Then arose anothei' 
brood of naval heroes, wlio, almost by their individual exer- 
tions, redeemed our country from tlie imbecility into which it 
sank when it paid tribute to the Dey of Algiers, and was pow- 
erless to reclaim its hundreds of American prisoners rotting 
in his dungeons. The names of Decatur, Preble, Truxton, 
Somei-s, Barron, Bainbridge, Chaunoey, Hull, Porter, ave uow 
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with oa as household words. Some of these continued to be 
names of inspimtion in the two-_years' contest of the War of 
1813, in which others of equal if not greater celebntj — such 
as Lawrence, Stewart, Peny, and Macdonough — were added 
to the splendid constellation. In the War of 1812, our Navy 
for the firat time assumed something Hke organization and 
concentrated efficiency. But at the beginning of the War of 
1812 we were worse off than in 1801, at the end of the Eev- 
olutionary War. We had actually but seventeen cruising ves- 
sels, nine of which were fiigates ; while Great Britain had 
more than a thousand shijffi of war, of which between seven 
and eight hundred were efficient cruisers. Bnt new frigates 
were at once bnilt, immense activity was infused into the 
Navy, and the government devoted its special attention to 
this department. And the Navy also became at that time 
more popular, and was sought for by the youth of the best 
families in the country. Many of these were introduced 
almost at once from the quiet of home to the horrora and 
carnage of the naval combat. "Perhaps one half of tlie 
lieutenants in the service at the peace of 1815 had gone on 
board ship for tlie first time within six jeara from the dec- 
laration of the war, and many of them within three or four. 
So far from the midshipmen having been masters and mates 
of merchantmen, as was reported at the time, they were gen- 
erally youths that lii-st quitted the ease and comforts of the 
paternal home when they appeared on the quarter-deck of the 
man-of-war."* Young Foote might be numbered among these. 
He went fi'om the bosom of well-regnlated family life in the 
quiet country village to the hardships and rough realities of 
the naval service. It is true, his youth had fallen upon reac- 
tionary, peaceful times ; but doubtless he would have been all 
the more ardent to join the Navy had there been hard iight^ 

* Cunpei's Nay;il History, vol. ii., p, 395. 
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ing and the chance of winning distinction. As it was, the 
iirst yeai's of his sea-life were spent in long cruises (like tlie 
one we are now to relate), which have in them little of the stir 
of warlike achievement, hut which are, on the eonti'ary, as this 
one proved to be, in the immediate interest of peace. 

On the 4th of November, 1837, Lieutenant r"oote was as- 
signed to the East India sqnadron, under command of Com- 
modore Head, in tlie sloop-of-war John Adams, and Captain 
Wyman, in the capacity of first-lieutenant, or executive oificer. 
The John Adams was an old ship that had done good service in 
the Barbarj ware, when she was commanded by that able oiH- 
cer, Captain John Kodgers. She was built at Chai'leston, South 
Carolina, and underwent many changes. She was consti'ncted 
for a small frigate, carrying 24 twelves on lier gun-deck; 
was then cut down to a sloop ; next raised upon to be a frig- 
ate ; and finally once more cut down. It is said that the ship 
was built by contract, and that the original contractor let out 
one side of her to a sub-contractor, who, in a spirit of economy, 
so much reduced her moulds that the ship had actually sev- 
eral inches more beam on one side than the other. As a eon- 
sequence, she both bore her canvas and sailed better on one 
tack than on the other. The John Admns was rebuilt en- 
tirely, and became one of the most beautiful ships in the Navy.* 
Ships acquire a certain kindof personality, and through every 
spar, timber, and bolt there seems to run an individual life. 
Thus the old Oonsiitution was called "a lucky ship;" and 
she never lost this character. " In all her service, as well be- 
fore Tripoli as in this war (1813), her good-fortune was re- 
markable. She never was dismasted, never got ashore, or 
scarcely ever suffered any of the usual accidents of the sea. 
Though so often in battle, no very serious slaughter ever took 
place on board of her. One of lier commanders was wounded, 

* Cooper's M"aval Histoiy, vol. ii., p. 31, note. 
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and four of her lientenants wei-e killed, two on her own deeks, 
and two in the Intrepid j but, on tlie whole, her entire career 
had been that of what is ustially called ' a lucky ship.' Her 
fortune, however, may perhaps be explained by the simple 
fact that she had always been well commanded. In lier last 
two cruises she had probably poss^sed as fine a crew as ever 
manned a frigate. They were principally New England men : 
and it has been said of them that they were almost qualified 
to fight the ship without her ofiicers."* The John Adams 
had no such brilliant record as the " old Ironsides^ but had 
been nevertheless a serviceable and fortunate ship; and the 
name of this vessel series to connect the different epochs of 
our naval history, and to bring down the past into the present, 
as Admiral Foote himself unites the old and the new, and 
forms a connecting link between the ancient and modeni pe- 
riods of the American Navy. He belongs to both periods, 
although his most famous actions lie in the circle of very re- 
cent events. Tlie voyage of the John Adams, in which we 
are now particularly interested, was really one of the circum- 
navigation of the globe. They sailed around the Cape of Good 
Hope to Bombay, Canton, Manilla, the Sandwich and Society 
Islands, the coast of Chili, and doubled Cape Horn ; during 
which cruise the ship was engaged in an attack on the pi- 
rates of Sumatra, and especially in an assault upon the Asi- 
atic towns of Qnallalibattoo and Arbucloo, burning the latter, 
the inhabitants of which had treacherously murdered the cap- 
tain of an American pepper-ship. But the chief interest of 
this cruise is concentrated in the visit to the Sandwich Islands, 
on which occasion Lieutenant Foote, now thirty-two years old 
and a man of matured character, displayed a prompt energy 
and a loyalty to cherished principles of duty. 

Many English ships had in previous years exerted a most 

* Cooper's Naval History, vol. ii., p. 378. 
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deleterioua influence upon the natives of the islands by intro- 
ducing intempei-ance and other vices ; bnt in July, 1839, Cap- 
tain Laplace, of the Fi-eneli frigate Z'Artemise, arrived at 
Honolulu. He canae in the interest of the Romish mission, 
representing the queen of Louis Philippe as a patron of the 
missions of her Church, and saying that he had come by order 
of the French government to put an end to the ill-treatment 
the French had suff^ered at the islands. He demanded that 
the Eoman Catholic faith should be granted all tlie privileges 
tliat the Protestant faith enjoyed; that tl^e King of the 
Sandwich Islands should make a special treaty with Francfe, 
and should deposit in the hands of the captain of LArte- 
mise twenty thousand dollars as a guarantee of his future con- 
duet; and that if these and other equally peremptory con- 
ditions were not complied with, Captain Laplace declared his 
intention to make immediate war upon the islands. He sent 
letters to the English and American consuls, informing them 
of his intention to commence hostilities in ease his terms were 
not agreed to, and offered an asylum to the citizens of the two 
nations if war should arise ; but in the letter to the American 
consul was this singular' language : " I do not include in this 
class the individuals who, although bom, it is said, in the 
United States, make a part of the Protestant clergy of this 
archipelago, direct the counsels of the king, influence his eon- 
duct, and are the true authors of the insults ^ven by him to 
France. For me they compose a part of tlae native popula- 
tion, and must undergo the unhappy consequences of a wai' 
which they shall have brought on this country." He refen-ed, 
of course, to the American missionaries, who, for the reasons 
alleged, were not to be recognized and treated as American 
citizens.* 

The upshot of all this was that the king was forced to com- 

* Dr. Anderson's History of tbe Sandivicli Islands JMissiou, p. 130. 
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ply with tl)e conditions above mentioned, and to sign a treaty, 
one of whose articles was that French wines and brandies 
sbonld not be pi-ohibited, and should pay a duty of only live 
per cent, on theii- value. The French frigate sailed away on 
tlie 20th of Jnly ; and tlie French consul, taking advantage 
of the treaty, used his efforts so sncceesf nlly to introduce wine, 
brandy, and tobacco, that the port was flooded with these ar- 
ticles, and the morals of the native population were greatly 
depraved. A violent Eomanist party was raised up, and the 
Protestant missionaries, who had not injuriously inflaenced 
the government in their special measures against the Koman 
Catholics, were nevertheless defamed, and in many ways great- 
ly annoyed and harassed. In the following October the United 
States East India squadron arrived at Honolulu ; and the rest 
of the story will be told nearly in tlie words of Lieutenant 
Foote, who wrote out a statement of his own share in this 
transaction. 

On the arrival of the squadron, the officers heard of the in- 
fluence which the late visit of the French frigate BArtemise 
had exerted upon the government, the mission, and foreign 
residents. Their firat impressions were unfavorable to the 
missionaries; and the reports in circulation were of such a 
character as to induce many of them scarcely to qneetion the 
■propriety of the proceeding of the French commander. It 
was said that the missionarieB had an agency in framing many 
of the penal laws of the government, in urging persecution 
e\'en to torture against Roman Catholics, and, in fact, all the 
mistakcB and evils in the political and social condition of the 
islands were ascribed to them. 

At the expiration of the first week. Lieutenants Turner 
and Foote were in possession of facts which left no doubt of 
the innocence of the missionaries in regard to the motives, 
and, with but few exceptions, the judiciousness of their acts. 
With this view of the case, Lieutenant Foote met the members 
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of the mission, and urged upon them the necessity of applying 
at once to Commodore Eead to order a court of inquiry, com- 
posed of the officers of the squadron, with power to summon 
witnesses, enter the proceedings on i-ecord, and pronounce an 
opinion, or at least to put on record all the facts bearing 
upon the case. The suggestion' was immediately adopted: a 
letter was drawn up and laid before the commodore, urging 
an investigation. Several days having elapsed without an 
answer, Foote again met the mission, urging them to reiterate 
their request. This was done, and on the SOtti the commodore 
replied to the commnnications from the mission, declining to 
act This put a new aspect on the question. Lieutenants 
Tnraer and Foote at once formed a plan to give currency to 
the correspondence and action thus far secured, feeling that 
in the lack of an investigation it was important to do some- 
thing to place the real merits of this question before tlie public. 
It was determined to make an effort to induce the officers 
generally to subscribe their names to a letter preiixed to Mr. 
Castle's article, and to the coiTCSpondence with the commo- 
dore, the king, the consul, and the mission. A letter was 
drawn up and was signed unanimously by the wardroom 
officers of the John. Adains, and, as no othei-s were asked, it 
was then sent to the Oolumhia, where it received the signa- 
tures of the officers, with two or three exceptions. 
This is a copy of the letter : 

" We, the undersigned offlcera of the United States Bast India squad- 
ron, having upon our arrival at this place heai-d vaiions rumors in rela- 
tion and derogatory to tlie American mission at these islands, fee! it to 
be due not onlj to the missionarira themselves, hut to the cause of truth 
and justice, that the most unqualified testimony should be given in the 
case, and do tlierefore order one thousand copies of the annexed article 
and con'espondence to be printed for gratuitous distiibutioo, as the 
ra(wt effectual method of settling this agitated question in the minds of 
an intelligent and liberal public. 

"Being most deeidedlj of tlie opinion that the persons composing the 
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Protestajit mission of these islands are American citizens, and as such 
entitled to that protection which our government has never withheld, 
and witli unwaveting confidence in tlie justice which has ever chai'acter- 
ized it, we rest assured that any insult offered to this imoffending class 
will be promptly redressed. It is reaclilj admitted that there may be in 
the opei'ation of this, as well as in other systems in which fallible man 
has an agency, some objectionable peculiarities; still as a system it is 
deemed comparatively unexceptionable, and believed to have been pur- 
sued with the professed principles of the society which it repi-esents ; and 
it would seem that the salutary influence exerted by the mission on the 
native population ought to commend it to the confidence and kind feel- 
ings of all interested iu the dissemination of good principles. 
'■ Geobob a. Mageudbb, Lieutenant. 

Ahdhew H. Footb, Lieutenant 

Joim W. TuHic, Lieutenant. 

Thomas Tubmbr, Lieutenant. 

James 8. Palmer, Lieutenant. 

EuwARD R Thomson, Lieutenant. 

AuGtrsTDS H. KiLTT, Lieutenant. 

Geok&k B. Mibok, Lieutenant. 

John Hazlett, Surgeon of the Fleet. 

John A. Lockwood, Surgeon. 

Dangbefield Pontlbsoy, Pui'ser. 

Robert B. Pbgkam, Master. 

FrrcH W. Taylor, Chaplain. 

Joseph Bkale, Assistant Surgeon. 

J. H. BEi*niEii, Professor of Mathematics. 

A. G. PendiiKton, Professor of Mathematics." 

The "article" referred to in the letter, to be printed with 
tlie correspondence, ■was an able article written by Mr. Castle, 
a leading member of the mission, and pnblislied in the 
Hawaiian Spectator, which contained the evidence npon 
which the unqnalified expressions of the letter were based. It 
furnished many facts in reference to the history of the Ameri- 
can mission in the Sandwich Islands, and especially in regard 
to tlie relations of the mission with the Eoman Catholics, 
proving that tlie missionaries had opposed all means of (mt\- 



HostcclbyGoOgle 



4^ Life of Admiral Foote. 

tending against the Koman Oatliolics otlier than those of rea- 
son and truth. The rigid ecclesiastical discipline, tlie uncora- 
pi-oraising opposition to intoxicating liquors, the exposing of the 
vice and evils of Hcentionsness, and the mai'ked preference 
given to the Protestant faith, were really the head and front of 
the missionai-ies' offending. The mission had no donbt repre- 
sented the tenete of the Eoman Catholic Church to be hostile 
to the religious and political welfare of a nation, and, whetlier 
this were tnie or nntrne, the mi^ionaries were justified in a 
free expression of opinion on the subject. 

Fifty copies of these papers were privately struck off; bnt 
it appeared that an imprudent gentleman had walked into tlic 
office and taken away one of the copies, and it was soon 
nofeed abroad that the officers of the United States squadron 
had published a severe and abusive letter in the interest of the 
mission against the French government. The excitement at 
Honolulu was very great. The ^French consul applied to the 
commodore for a copy of the offensive letter, that he might 
forward it to his government. 

On Lieutenant Foote's meeting with the commodore, the 
latter refused to read the letter or to sanction its publication. 
He was, however, finally convinced by the firm arguments of 
Foote tliat he had misconstrued entirely the character of the 
letter ; that it contained no offensive assault upon the French 
goverament, but that it was a calm statement of opinion ab- 
solutely required by the circumstances. In a convei-sation 
which followed with the French consul himself, he was led to 
admit frankly tliat the letter was unobjectionable in substance 
and tone. The English consul concurred in this ; and a paper 
was drawn np and signed to that effect. 

By these conversations and explanations the excitement was 
allayed, and at the same time tlie desired immediate publicity 
was given to the dignified statement of tlie American officers 
in support of the mission, aiid all ground of renewing the op- 
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position to the misBion in future was taken away. Ileal serv- 
ice waa done to the mission, and at tlie same time no offense 
was given to the French government, while it« agents received 
a saltitai-y check. 

Lieutenant Foote's spirited conduct received the formal as 
well as hearty thanks of the misaionaries. It was all that he, 
a subordinate officer in tlie squadron, could do; but it was 
done— promptly, thoronghly, and at the peiBonal nsk of offi- 
cial disgrace, and perhaps of summary dismissal from the 
Navy, It may by some be thought to ha\'e been an irregidar 
proceeding and an unjustifiable interference, but the risk was 
foreseen and deliberately assumed. It was the act of a man 
who placed duty before every thing else. Tlie action which 
was taken maintained the important principle, now so well 
recognized, that American missionaries are American citizens, 
and that wherever they are, they are under the full and com- 
plete protection of their country's flag. 
D 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CRUISE OF THE " JOHN ADAMS." — <!ONTINUED. 

Feom the Sandwich Islands the John Adams sailed to the 
Society Islands, and as there are some things of interest in 
Lieutenant Foote's joiimal oi the voyage, the account will be 
continued in his own words : 

Tahiti, December 18, 18S9. 

" We fimvecl at these islanfla after a long passage of thutj-one days, 
running a distance of twenty-five hundred miles, and found the frigate 
CohmiMa, bearing the broad pennant of Commodore Read, which came in 
the day preceding. These islanders haye made leas advance in civiliza- 
tion than the people of the Sandwich Islands; for although churches are 
lai^e and Cliristianity is the religion of the land, still it is a sad fact that 
Uc t" IS t f 'gl tf 1 i g 1 "1 nd es f th E t 
volt k d 

Tl m 1 g U tt 1 p t d th m tl =1 I 1 

laid llwmn i tfiINt hi bntfl 

th 1 1 b n t essar to 1 1 rt lit All « tabl i d ti n 
of p nta wth C ttl m th m t St am g b 

ftwm the hills. The climate is healthful during the year. So seductive 
are these islands that one almost ceases to wonder at the mutiny of the 
Bounty. 

^'L'Artmdse had also visited these islands, and imposed I'estrictions 
scarcely less intolerable than at the Sandwich Islands. Captain Laplace 
had not only demanded the fi-ee introduction of Romanism, but had im- 
posed on the queen the tax of building Catholic churches. 

"As the mission here is English, and no tangible act of which wc 
could complain had been committed, of course we had nothing to do. 

"The object of our visit is to investigate a supposed outrage on the 
American flag. The former American consul had protected, against the 
laws of the country, some French Catholic priests, who were forcibly 
expelled from the country, wherein he transcended his powers, and an 
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attack waa made upon him, in wbich he received a severe wound antl 
his wife met her death. 

" I can imagine no greater obstacle to the progress of religion than is to 
be found iu tliose persons who, coming from different parts of Christen- 
dom, pass for Christians, and yet behave so badly. There are some 
creditable esceptions among the residents, and fei- be it from me to say 
that the guilty are found among them alone. No; transient visitors ai* 
in the condemnation, and, until quite i-eeently, even vessels of war of all 
nations were the scenes of nocturnal oi^es too bad to relate. This ex- 
plaiiB the cause why there is so little reciprocitjr of feeling among mis- 
sionaries and their countiyraen and foreign visitors ; and this shows also 
that little weight should be attached to the opinions and censures of 
men whose real motive in decrying attempts to diffuse the blessings of 
Cliristianity ia to be judged of by their own manner of life. 

"As to the Catholic question, this is briefly the history of it: At the 
Society Islands, where the London Missionary Society has for forty years 
been successfully employed in teaching the Christian foith, frequent ar- 
rivals of Catholic priests, and French men-of-war to enforce their claims, 
have disturbed the mission and held the native government in constant 
terror. Several years since two French priests came to Tahiti to propa- 
gate Roman CathoUcism. Queen Pomare and her chieis peremptorily 
ordered them to leave the islands, assigning as a reason that it was con- 
trary to her laws and desires that any other religion than the Protestant 
should be taught in her kingdom. Tliey persisted in remaining until It 
was perfectly convenient for them to leave, the American consul sustain- 
ing them in this. He placed them in a house just beyond the precincts 
of the consulate. They wei'e frequently warned to re-embark in the same 
vessel which brought them, and, still refusing to do so, the queen's order 
to put them on boai'd was executed, and the ship proceeded to her des- 
tination. Botany Bay. Some weeks atter they letumed m an Amenean 
vesel, and made attempts to land, which were resisted by the natives 
The French frigate Venm, Captain Petit Thouais arrived at Tahiti soon 
after, and exacted two thousand dollars fiwm the London mission piob 
ably to reimburse the captain of the Amencin ve=sel for his detention 
and for the necessity of his going to Valparuw in consequence of the 
priests not being permitted to land. It was deminded also thit the 
French Catholics should be put on the same footing with the Protestants 
The Yertvs was followed by L^Artemise, Captain Laplace, who left the 
islands but a few montlis since. This frigate having mn on a coral reef, 
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was with difficulty, by the a^istance of tlie natives, got into port, ivlien 
she underwent extendve repairs, having timber and all necessaries gra- 
tuitously furnished by the queen. At the expiration of six weeks she 
was drawn up and presented her broadside toward the town, and a mes- 
sage was sent to Pomaro that a Catholic church must be built at her 
expense wherever there was a Protestant church, and that the same 
iaciUties must be extended tu Catholic priests as to Protestant clergy- 
men. Pear for the destruction of life and property prevailed, and the 
terms were submitted to. How this will be viewed in England, time 
will disclose. It is to be hoped that the English and our own govern- 
ment will take measures to prevent such outrages in the future. 

"A scene took place in the wardroom of the ship which beaw on this 
subject. While at Tahiti, on remarking to our new consul that I could 
not see the object of the squadron's being detained for the arrival of the 
queen, he said : ' Oh, it is exceedingly important ; the queen has been 
duped by the English, and regards us as a feeble nation. British influ- 
ence will try to prevent her coming. I wish her to see the ships. Their 
order and beauty will make a good impression. I have serious fault to 
find with the English consul, and also with Commodore Wilkes and the 
exploring expedition, who were, however, also deceived by the English, 
and made presents ta the children of the English mission, totally disre- 
garding the insult to our flag.' After running on in a rapid manner, I 
told him I was willing to read any documents he might bring forwai'd, 
and if Commodore Wilkes had acted improperly, it was his duty to prove 
it. No man should shrink fi'om doing his duty, cut where it may. As for 
the missionaries, if they had been guilty of the chai-ges brought against 
them, of aU persons they were the last who should escape with impunity. 
The next day the consul produced his documents. They consisted of 
three short lettera between Queen Pomare and Commodore Wilkes. 

" The letter of Commodore Wilkes contained his directions from the 
President of the United States to touch at Tahiti, and assure the queen 
of the good feeling toward her on the part of our government, and to 
distribute presents among hei' subjects; and tliat the President expected 
the queen to treat our consul kindly, to give him a lot for his consulate, 
and to regard hjm as the supervisor of our commercial interests; and 
that the present consul had been sent to supersede the one of whom she 
had complained as protecting Fi-ench priests against her laws. The 
reply of the queen was short and in a conciliatory tone, she evidently 
wishing to be on good tciins with our government, and stated that the 
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Roman Catholics were not Americani, for which reason she insisted upon 
their being taken fi'om the consul, who transoendeil his powers in pro- 
tecting them. These were the only points touched upon in the con'e- 
spondence ; and, on remarking that they -were not enough to sustain the 
allegations made in his conversation of yesterday, he said that Com- 
modore Read had the other papers, which he would procure ; but he 
never presented them. I candidly told him that the data were not suf- 
ficient to enable me to form an opinion; bnt from what I had read and 
heai-d, I was convinced that no consul had a right to throw our flag 
around foreign Catholics to shield them from the laws of a government 
wit Inn his consulate." 

Tlie events of tliis tii-iiiae entered deeply into tlie religions 
feelings of Lieutenant Foote, and his private journal gives in- 
dications of gi-eat mental trials and lieart-searchings, 

A few quotations will donbtless prove interesting to the 
readers of this book, for, as has been said, though not a perfect 
man, the springs of our hero's character are to be found in his 
religious nature, and in his intense and unvarying desire to 
"act for God." These meditations show that, while above all 
a man of action, he did not live a shallow, surface life, but 
that the roots of his actions had their nourishment in a more 
liidden life : 

" U. 8. Siirp ' John Adams,' Valpakaibo, Jamiary 7, 1840. 

" Discard the secret whisperings of pride. It is Christ himself tliat 
must be formed in the soul the hope of glory. Therefore, my soul, look 
to Jesus your Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit your Sanctifier, and give 
God all the glory for every good impulse of the affections. 

" This day I renewedly dedicate myself to God ; and although trials and 
temptations await me in a maa-of-war, still grace is sufficient to overcome 
all, if I am faithful to the means which the Holy Scriptures furnish. 
Enhghten my mind to cherish clear conceptions of thy character, oh 
God. Communicate thy gi'ace to my dear orphan daughter, that she may 
early be prepared to serve thee." 

" Valpakaiso, Fehruory T. 

"This day I observe as one of prayer and humiliation for the manifold 
evils of my lieai't. I deplore the ascendency of my passions and my 
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pride. The world appears to be too much in a lieart that is dedicated to 
God. Blessed Jeaus ! show me my true character'. Give me a yiew of 
spiritual things. 

" I resolve to watch and pray, to bear in mind that the Christian life is 
a wai'fiire, that one must be uncompromising in his principles. I resolve 
to guard my tongue from speaking injuriously of others ; to avoid levity 
of manner, on the one hand, and moroseness on the other ; to perform the 
executive duties of the ship with impartiality, feeling that my official acts 
will be closely criticised on acconnt of my profession of Christian princi- 
ples ; to devote every day suitable time to meditation and prayer, letting 
no day pass without one hoiu' being wholly spent iu religious reading 
and devotion." 

"At Sea, Jfaj-eA 19th, 

"Who shall deliver me from the body of this death! Why with the 
fl'uits of holiness can not the Chmtjan be satisfied S Alas ! in my own 
o-ase, the world, its honors and varied sources of gratification, steal upon 
me and are incoiporated into all my plans." 

" At Sea, AfrU 3. 

'* My mind being in an unusual state this day, induces me to note the 
cireumstance notwithstanding the gale. Some trials belonging to the 
service cause me unpleasant feelings, but especially the singular deport- 
ment of a Mend. Earthly ties bind us to the world, and when they are 
sundered we should throw ourselves on Him who is without variableness 
or shadow of turning. 

" Oh, enable me to become less sensitive to mortal fiiendships, and 
transfer my affections to my Redeemer; and. Heavenly Father, give me 
influence, that souls may be weaned from the world and placed supremely 
on thea Bless this ship, her officers and men." 

" At Sea, Ap-il 33. 

" Doubts as to the Christian religion suddenly flashed across ray mind 
last evening. "Why are these things ! I know not, unless it is to show us 
our weaitness, and that we must ever in this warfare rely on Christ" 

"At Sea, jtfny 31. 
" I could give wings to my faith, such arc my views and feelings to-day. 
But, alas ! what have they been the last month ! Such as to condemn me, 
for the pride and vanity about the appearance of the ship, instances of 
passion, and coldness in ray devotions. I would humble myself before 
God this day." 
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"At 8ea, June 9. 

"We arc rapidly drawing to the end of our cruise, a good emblem of 
life ; and it becomes me to look back to the cruise of m j life for the evi- 
dences tiiat Christ has been formed in the soul. 

" The coming week is likely to be one of excitement to me. May my 
weakness prove my sti'engtii ! Blessed Eedeemer, to thee I look for grace 
according to temptation, 

" Our Father, I renew to thee this day my obligations and vows to be 
thine — wholly thine. I come to deplore the levity of my character, and 
yet I come blessing thee. I come with the desire to be taught of God 
tlu'ough Christ and the Holy Spirit, so to live and act in my situation as 
to thy glory, and that my highest ambition may ever lie in. being conform- 
ed to the will of God. Amen." 

Upon the thirty-fourth anniversary of liis birth, September 
12, 1840, he wrote : 

" Oh how mingled are the emotions of my mind. It seems as if love, 
joy, gratitude, on the one hand, with sorrow and contrition of soul on the 
other, were all at work within me. The Christian is told in the Word of 
God that Christ is an all-sufficient Saviour, and heisableandready inall 
circumstances to sustain us in a life oiperfeeiobedi^tce,i£we exercise faith 
in him. May this year be so passed as to meet thy acceptance ; and if I 
am to leave this world before its expiration, enable me cheerfully Ui 
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NAVAL ASTLUJI 4T I'UILADELFHIA. OKUIPE OF TDK " CUMBEK- 

LAND." NAVAL ACADEMr AT UOSTON. 

Having been detached from the John Adams Jnue 24, 1840, 
Lieutenant Foote M-as appointed Ifov. 22, 1841, to tiie Naval 
Aayhim in Philadelphia, and after Commodore Barron's resig- 
nation the full charge of that institution during the last, two 
yeai-3 of tlie adniinisti-ation of Secretary Upehur, was placed 
in his hands. This establishment at tliat time combined the 
ehai-aeter of half hospital and half school, and was, in fact, the 
first of onr home mstitutions of a like kind that sprang up to 
meet the necessities of the service. The Naval Academy at 
Annapolis grew owt of this, the purely educational part of it 
having been transferred to Annapolis. To Lieutenant Foote 
was especially assigned the care and education of midshipmen. 
"By scraps of laws, regulations, and departmental instnictions, a Naval 
Academy has grovm up, and a naval policy become established for the 
United States, without the legislative wisdom of the country having 
passed upon that policy, and contraiy to its previous policy, and against 
its interest and welfei'e. A Naval Academy, with two hundred and fifty 
pupils, and annually coming off in scores, makes perpetual demands for 
ships and commissions, and these must he furnished, whether required by 
the public service or not; and thus the idea of a limited Navy, or a nava! 
peace establishment, is extinguished, and a peipetual war establishment 
in time of peace is gi'owhig upon our hands. Prone to imitate every 
thing that is English, there was a party among us from the beginning 
which wished to make the Union, like Great Britain, a great naval 
power, without considering that England was an island, with foreign 
possessions, which made a Navy a necessity of her position and her policy ; 
while we wei'e a continent, without foreign possessions, to whom a Navy 
would be an expensive and idle incumbrance; without considenng that 
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England is often by her policy required to be aggressive, tlie United 
States never; without considering tliat England is a part of tlie European 
system, and subject to ware (to her always maritime) in which she has no 
interest; while the United States, in the isolation of its geographical 
position, and the independence of its policy, can have no warn but its 
own, and those defensive."* 

These remarks are interesting as bearing upon a depart- 
ment of the Navy with which Lieutenant Foote, in tlie course 
of his active life, came to be closely identified. He did an 
important work in organizing and building up tlieae infant 
establishments and naval sehoole, which — the distinguished 
senator to the contrary notwithstanding — are essential to the 
existence of a strong naval power. It is true we shall never 
need again a great Navy to protect our territory. The inven- 
tion of iixin-clads, the facility of sea-coast foi-tifications, the 
telegraph, the vast extension of the railroad system, make us, 
so long as no internal dissensions prey upon and weaken us, 
impregnable without a great Navy, which, if not needed, is a 
source of expense and foreign menace. But what would we 
iiave done at the breaking out of tlie last war without some 
military and naval organization, and some actual material of 
preparation? To say nothing also of our extended com- 
mercial interests, the fact that there are such great numbers 
of Americans residing in Europe and all parts of the world, 
makes a naval home establishment— with its boai-ds, bureaus, 
and schools— a necessity. 

It is doubtless true that there will be no more sea-actions 
like those off Brest and Trafalgar, where nation met nation in 
conflict. 

The necessity of maintaining large squadrons, and building 
costly ships only to go to ruin, when the whole system of war- 
fare and of naval architecture is undergoing such continual 
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changes, has, with us at least, ceased. Still tiiere must be a 
peace establishment as a nucleus for naval operations ; and the 
good order, high discipline, and moral tone of om- naval schools, 
asylums, and ship-yards at this moment are due as much to 
the efforts and character of Admii-al Foote as to any other 

At the Philadelphia Asylum, during a period of considera- 
ble excitement owing to certain local controversies and unset- 
tled questions in relation to organization and government, he 
began that course of thorough moral reform which he (-arricd 
tlirough his whole career. By dint of unceasing pei-suasion, 
he prevailed upon the pensioners of the asylum to take the 
temperance pledge, or, as an " old salt " would say, " stop their 
grog." He was one of the first to introduce the reform of 
total abstinence fi-om intoxicating drinks into tlie Navy ; and 
it was well understood that he was in thorough earnest in this 
matter, so that officers and men who were devoted to the use 
of liquor fairly understood that it would go hard with them if 
Foote was on judgment in cases of delinquency, Whetlier he 
sometimes carried this too far or not, all knew where he stood, 
and all were aware of the inflexible resolution he had taken to 
introduce the temperance refonn into the Navy, in which de- 
termination he was successful. The Naval Asylum, in fact, 
made him a thorough tempei-ance man. He said once in Phila- 
delphia to his brother John : "I made up my mind that 'S a 
naval officer I could not be a temperance man. I met witii 
persons of all nations. I was obliged to conform to their 
customs. But when I came here I found these old sailors 
dreadful drunkards. Whenever I gave them any privilege, 
they invariably got drunk. I could do nothing with tliem. At 
last I signed the pledge myself, and then they followed me." 
In a cei-tain petition of the pensioner of the Naval Academy 
to the Honorable Secretary of the Navy — a characteristic 
sailoi-s' document — Lieutenant Foote is thus spoken of : 
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" The gallant Commodore Biddle was our first governor. A brave man 
like him knew what old sailora wanted. He indulged the good men, and 
brought the bad men into good order; and when he left us, we all to a 
man wished he had been left alone. The proper rooms were allotted by 
him to us, and the officers treated ua like men. When he went away, 
Commodore Barron came, who commanded us as an old commodore 
ought to command old seamen like himself. He was ready to listen to 
ua and to see our wants supplied, and may God bless him, and Biddle 
too, for both were old sailors' Mends, which we put into the newspapers 
which you have read. When Commodore Barron left us, he left Lieu- 
tenant Foote to command. He has done ua a great deal of good in mak- 
ing MS all sober men. We once thought that old aailore could not do 
without grog. Now there is not a man in the house who draws Ms grog, 
and we feel like human beings, and hate the sin of getting druuk. We 
now nnderstand the Word of God as it is written in the Bible, with which 
we are supplied, and hope our latter days will be better than our former 
lives have been. As old men, we wanted and have had quiet and peace 
of mind and body." 

In all matters of strictly professional education and culture, 
the principles of navigation, practical seamanship, gunnery, 
naval tactics, and ship-bni!ding, he was, by the testimony of 
his contemporaries, for his time, a thorough master, leaving 
nothing to subordinates that he could do himself. 

In the year 1842 (Jan. 37) Lieutenant Foote married for 
his second wife Caroline Augusta (his second consin), the eld- 
est daugliter of Augustus Euseel Street, of New Haven, a 
gentleman of wealth and high cultivation, now well-known as 
the generous founder < f the art s 1 1 1 "i le Tolle 

* Mrs. Caroline Augusta Foote i ei in New Haven August "7 1863 
just two months after the death ot her hu9l .ind Sh bore to h m five 
chUdren, three sons and two diughterj of whom two A gnat a E issel 
Street and John Samuel, survive the parents U der tl e careflil ani 
scholarly training of her father Miss Street s fine mmd and lovely ci ar 
acter were developed into a rare and hea trtul womanhoo I fitting he 
to become the true wife <ra \ counselor of a hero c man She I are I 
patiently his labors and sorrows and reio el m hi tnum] hs with n 
calm joy tliat intelligently \\ t 1 tt eatne It att it 

pered by a higher hope. 
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But he enjoyed for a ehoit time only the sweets of domestic 
repose on shore. His whole life was destined to be one of 
constant hard service in his profession. 

In the summer of 1843 (Aug. 26) he was ordered, as first-lieu- 
tenant, to the flag-ship Cumhedand, fifty guns, under Captain 
Breese. J. A. Dahlgren and others who have since won for 
themselves distinction were lieutenants and fellow-officers witli 
Foote in this cruise of the Cumberland. This vessel bore at 
her peak the pennant of Commodore Joseph Smith, who on 
liia return from this cruise was made Chief of the Bureau of 
Yards and Docks at Washington, and who, witli Captain Breese, 
bore a distinguished part in the last war with Great Britain, es- 
pecially in the battle of Lake Champlain. Commodore Smith 
proved to be Foote's life-long and perhaps his most loved and 
trusted friend, and is himself a genial and noble-hearted Chris- 
tian man. Commodore Smith soon appreciated Foote's work- 
ing qualities, and in one of his earliest letters he says : " Would 
you be willing to go to Norfolk if I should go there ? as tliat 
is a place of worh, and requires energetic officei's." He told 
Foote that he wished iiim to be always associated with him- 
self, and he regarded him " as his mainmast." 

The Cwnherland sailed from Boston for the Mediterranean 
on the 30th of November, 1843. When taking the stores on 
board for the voyage, some of the men got an opportunity to 
tap a barrel of whisky, and made themselves drunk. Trou- 
ble ensued: some of them insulted and attacked one of tlie 
officers, and were consequently flogged. Foote took the op- 
portunity to form a temperance society, beginning witlt the 
oflicei-s, and being sustained and encouraged by the commo- 
dore. The movement became popular, and soon all the sail- 
ore but one consented to commute their grog-rations for money; 
and that solitary one, coming up every day to receive his grog, 
became a laughing-stock, and was soon got rid of. 

The spirit-room was emptied of its contents, and the whole 
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crew, with the exception of the one veteran toper, joined the 
movement, bo that the Cumberland became the firet temper- 
ance ship in the United States Navy ; and how interesting ia 
this, when we think of the future fate of this vessel, selected 
to be the inartjr ship of our civil war; when, in the terri- 
ble fight with the iron-clad and iron-beaked Merrimack, widi 
her flag flying and her crew cheering, she delivered her last 
fire at her countiy's foes, and went down uncoiiqiiered and 
unsullied in her pure renown. 

The effects of the temperance reform on tho Cumberland 
were visible in the excellent disciphne of the ship, showing 
that tiie moral element is the basis of the highest and most 
efficient military discipline. Lieutenant Foote delivered a part- 
ing temperance address before the crew of the Cumberland, 
November 1, 1845, from wliich the following are extracts : 

" To ill t t th t t tl p t 1111 t k 1 t 

U3 look t th 1 tn tlu 1 laat 1 w H li tl te 

perauce m m t has h d th a.j f th L k 1 

and we 1 ea hip wh th t t f — th 

enemy tlhi dlpi -— Itpt llhl Wh 

would h 1 h a thirt y h 1 h p 1 te 1 tl t 

ship, afgt — fl bpto tth qd — w Id 
without the grog-tub! But it has been done, and I have strong hopes that 
in thirty years henc* every man-of-war will cruise without a grog-tub, and 
that liberty in almost every port, and money every month, as has been 
the case in this ship, with many other changes, will also take place, 
rendering life in a man-of-war comparatively respectable and happy. 
But the credit of taking the lead in this reform, this matter which will 
prove so great a blessing to so many generations of seamen, will ever be- 
long to the Owniberlctnd — to the crew of the Cvmbmiand. They did it; 
they also sent a petition to Congress to abolish the whisky-ration — did 
it voluntanlj of their own accord — no coeicion no torce wis used The 
■subject was pliced before them — they choip they acted for themselves 
ind by it have not only astonished people ibioad but the papers at 
home are leiounding with then piaise and the gjod eftetta of thur 
choitP hiie bepn witnessed m the gotd or lei in 1 conditi > i if thi. ^ihip 
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in her sniigness aloft and cleanliness below ; in her rapid exercise of bat- 
tery, and no less rapid evolutions of getting under way, furling sails, and, 
I may now add, of beating erery thing which we have met. Of such a 
ship we may well be proud, and no doubt we shall all, long after the 
cruise, recur to the Gwmberland with the most pleasurable feelings. * * * 
" I say that temperance has done good, and I believe its good effects 
will long be felt by many poor deserted mothers, who for ten and 
fiiteen years have not been visited by their sons, but who will in a 
few months share the gatherings of a two years' cniise. Will thej- 
not thank God for the temperance movement in the Gmiiherland f Tes; 
and I trust that in eternity, as well as in time, many of you mil bless 
the Loid for sending you on board this ship. But now is the crisis— 
now is the tune to make a stand. Now the time has come to decide 
the great quration, whether seamen shall become a rational, long-lived, 
and respectable class of men, or whether they shall continue to he 
imposed upon by land-sharks, and madly rush into the giave in the 
middle age of life. I speak strongly, because I feel strongly on this sub- 
ject ; and here, at the termination of the cruise, still feehng a deep inter- 
est in the crew of this ship for their general behavior and efficiency, and 
hoping at some future day to sail with many of them, I conclude by 
saying, as a true fidend, neither touch, taste, nor handle any thing that 
can intoxicate. I have practiced and will practice myself these doctrines 
which I advocate, and so let every man now determine for himself, or he 
is in dangei' of rushing, with his eyes open, upon the dreadful alternative 
—a drunkard's grave and the drunkard's endless doom ; which may God 
avert from ua Farewell I " 

Returning from this cruise of the OumheTlwnd to Boston, 
llfovember 10, 1845, after a leave of absence for six months, 
suffering as he was from ophthalmia, contracted while acting 
as captain of the boating-service of the Oun^erland in Egypt 
and on the dazzling waters of the Mediterranean, he was ordei'- 
ed (June 1, 184C) to the Navy Yard at Boston, where he re- 
mained in comparative quiet, though strenuous as ever in the 
line of professional duty, as executive officer of that establish- 
ment, until June 1, 1848. 

A few extracts from the familiar letters of Commodore 
Joseph Smith, at Washington, to Lieutenant Foote, while the 



Hosted byGoogle 



Abolishing the Spirit-Ration. 



latter was in charge of tlio Boston Tard, relative chie% to pro- 
feaaioual matters, and especially to the subject of naval re- 
form, in which both were engaged heart and soul, will prove 
interesting as reflecting some of the marked personal charae- 
teristitis of his correspondent. One of Poote's own letters on 
the subject of the " spirit-ration " to a Connecticut senator we 
insert among these : 

"■Jmvary 30, 1846. 
"I convei'sed with many peraoaa on the feasibility of cai-vying througli 
Congress our project of abolishmg the spirit-ration. I do not believe tho 
committees in both houses would report in its favor ; and if thej should, I 
do not believe this Congi'esa will ralify the measure. There ia a strong 
opposition to it, and a good many wires would be pulled to check it. 1 
heard by Dahlgren that jour eyes continued bad. The (Mmberlmd sailetl 
yesterday for Mexico." 

"Fimua-y 30, 1848. 
"You have done a good thing for the service by ' putting in your oai' 
to keep all the bureaus in the Navy. You are not alone m this work ; Btiil 
I learn from reliable sources that your townsman {Gideon Welles) will be 
confirmed. It is strange that the Navy can not furnish a head to a bureau 
capable of knowing what seamen want and how to furnish the stores. I 
trust your eyes will soon be well. I see by the prints that the crew of the 
Bosim broke into her spirit-room and got dnmk, and caused much trouble. 
That would be a good spoke in our wheel of reform, and a good com- 
mentary upon the effect of whisky in the Navy. The Oumbefland lay 
fom-teen days in the diy-dock, and no such conduct was enacted there. 
I have talked with Mr. Ohoate about the matter. He told me Mr. Cal- 
houn vot«d against the reform, and that he could not cany it We have 
some offlceiB high in rank who will oppose it ; uevertheless, I think it will 
come round by-and-hy." 

"Mbrumy 33, 1847. 
" I fear the six cents' commutation is in danger in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The bill has been I'etorned with amendments, and I fear the 
MS cents will be attacked, as I know a good many who think much of the 
difference between the cost of whisky made from potatoes and money; 
and Mr. Welles has asked and received the assent of the Senate for an ap- 
propriation of $200,000 to pay this commutation, and that ia what will 
endanger the bill in the House. God kuows when the war (with Mexico) 
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win end. I see do prospect at present. After Vera Crun and the Castle 
have surrendered, the chances for peace will be better." 

" Kavy Yakd, Bt^TON, June 15, 1847. 

" Dbab Sib,— Agreeably to the request contained in jour letter of the 
34th ultimo, I submit the following reasons, as among the most promi- 
nent, why whisky should be stricken from the Navy ration-table : 

"In the mercantile marine generally the spkit-ration has been abolished, 
and its effect upon the morak and efficiency of Uiat service has exceeded 
the expectationa of the most sanguine. Similar effects were so manifest 
in the case of the United States irigate Cumberlmd, hearing the flag of 
Commodore Joseph Smith, now Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
tliat all the commissioned officers, although at the outset of the craise re- 
garding the idea of abolishing the whisky-ration as wholly impractica- 
ble, with two hundred and fifty of the crew, subsequently sent a petition 
to Congress, praying its abolishment. Lieutenant-Commandant Charles 
H. Davis, of the United States surveying schooner Gallatin, and formerly 
in command of the UfautHm, has not for several yeai's served out to his 
crew the daily allowance of whisky. One of his lieutenants informs me 
that now they can send their men on shore without apprehension of 
drunkenuess and desertion, which were i-ife previously to adopting this 
measure. I inclose herewith a letter from Lieutenant-Commandant Davis, 
giving his views and mode of pi-oceeding more in detail in illation to 
this matter. Commander John Pope, of the United States brig D<fyhin, 
now cruising on the coast of Africa, in a letter to a ftiend, just received, 
says: 'I hope moat ti-uly to see the day when the spirit-ration will be 
done away. We can do as well without Uquor as the men in the merchant 
seiTice.' Commander John C. Long, United States Navy, says : ' It is 
practicable, it is espedient to abolish the whisky-ration, and it ought to 
be done forthwith. I tested this matter to my entire satisfection when in 
command of the schooner JMphtn,: I am aware, notwithstanding this 
testimony, that there are quite a number of officers in the Navy opposed 
to its abolishment, and so were the offlceis of the Ouinherh,^, and also 
of the mercantile marine, until the experiment was fahiy tested, when 
the sentiment changed entireiy. 

*' These facts seem to show conclusively that the abolishment of tiie 
whisky-ration would materially advance the moral tone of seamen and 
the efficiency of the seiTice, but the proposed measure has met with ob- 
jections, the most prominent of which is that it would be coerave ■ on 
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the other hand, I would ask in the premises, Is not serving it out a posi- 
tive encouragement to drimltenness ? I have neyer been able myself to 
see the force of this ohjeciion— coercion. It simply takes away a portion 
of the ration and ^ves a fljll equivalent, which wUl be far move satis- 
faetory to the men in service generally. It does not forbid the sailor's 
drinking. It merely ceases to parade by authority the grog-tub daily be- 
fore his eyes: placing its contents in the same table with beef, pork, and 
other parts of the ration necessary to sustain his physical bemg— a sly in- 
centive to his becoming a dnmkard. The oiiicer when he draws his 
ration is not permitted to receive his whisky; the minor is also debarred 
this portion of his ration. Why not, then, extend the prohibition to the 
remamder of the crew, especially as it has led them to advocate its abol- 
ishment who previously to saOing without it regai-ded its continuance 



" I can not regard the commutation at even $1 80 per month, leaving 
it optional with the crew, as calculated to have the desired effect. This 
would leave it still an open, unsettled, exciting question, enabling a few 
old seamen, most of them foreigners, to influence many of the younger and 
inexperienced men to use this poition of their ration against their better 
judgment. In this case, also, the expense to the government, and incon- 
venience to the ship of filling the spirit-room without knowing what por- 
tion would be required, is another objection. On the other hand, strike 
the whisky unqualifiedly fiom the ration - table ; pay the men $1 per 
month in lieu thereof, and it will prove acceptable to the men, econom- 
ical to the government, and in all respects beneficial to the service. 
"Respectfully your obedient servant, 

"A. H. PooTB, Lieutenant U. S. Navy. 

"Hon, Geo. P. Rockwell." 

To continue the extracts from Commodore Smith's letters: 
"-4m3ms(30, 1847. 

" I have yours of the 18th inst. ; am glad to hear you are getting on 
so well at your station, and particulariy of your successftil progress with 
your improved propeller. Ton will have a host of competitor from the 
engineers, I fear ; but if the improvement is valuable, it will put down op- 
position. I fear jou have not calculated the eflect of the centiifugal 
force, or rather the ^ral force of the water after leaving the propeller 
and coming in opposing contact with the vessel. However, experiment, 
K the only proper test in such matters." 
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''Beeemler 39, 1847. 

" Prom Tattniill I received jour mode! of ti scull — not skull. You are 
right about the Indian paddles. The shape of these paddlea, or floats, 
iir Bculls, should be of the same shape as Indian paddles, instead of being 
circular. But you are behind the times, my friend, in this, for in En- 
gland this kind of paddle has been in use, or rather experimented upon, 
for five years, on each quarter instead of the bow, as yours is intended. 

" Dahlgren is at home on a visit. He is in tall grass now ; has full 
swing, and will make for himself an enviable reputation. He has won 
golden opinions from the whole eighty-flve middies at the school for 
the manner and course of his instructions." 

"4p!-a 13, 1848, 

" I trust you will have fiill credit for all your exertions in bringing and 
keeping the Yard in good order and wholesome discipline, and much is 
due to you for the excellent state it is in, as all say. You must be a com- 
modore, at least, before the retired list brings you up." 

"■Api-a 35, 1848. 

" Your organization of the Are department is excellent, as almost every 
thing you do is. Tlie only fiiult, or rather imperfection in the system, is 
your too great zeal. "When I see you with a pi-oject in iiand to develop 
its usefulness, I think of the Made stain, and call to mind, or rather it 
comes instinctively, what the pastor of the parish where I was reared 
used to say — ' What ia violent can not he lasting,' "* 

"August 31, 1848. 

" Go on in jour course of talking and writing in the cause of temper- 
ance and all good things. While doing those good deeds, God will 
bless the means to restore your eyes to perfect health. Dahlgren is pro- 

* This reference to " the black stain," which occurs in many of Admi- 
ral Bmitli's letters, is thus explained by him ; " The story of the ' black 
stain' originated in the Oumbe/rland, by Foote's (who was executive offi- 
cer) scraping the paint off the gun-eariiages to the bare oak wood, and 
applying a black dye or stain. This caused many quaint remarks from 
ofBcers and sailors, as it did not at first promise success. Characteristic 
of the man, whose will was indomitable, Poote persisted in his experi- 
ment, and by oiling and frequently rubbing, a beautiful black poUsh was 
produced, which, alter all the jokes which had been employed to damp- 
en the inventor's ardor, was much admired ; hence the fi'equent quota- 
tion afterward, 'Like Pootc's black stain,' when a doubtful experiment 
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finely, ancT will give the ^Tavy some interesting results in ord- 

"OetoSerai, 1848. 

" I trast your Dr. Elliott will effect a perfect cure, and that your 
eyes, whicli were ulwaya blight and sharp, will not he less effective and 
useful to you than any other of your faculties. The political horizon 
looks as if the wind would change and haul around in favor of old 
' Rough and Eeady.' He heads up for the White House, and if no un- 
favorable flaw sti'ike, he will fetch the mai'k." 

"Jane 23, 1849. 

" I trust the chastisement will be a lesson to you not to caiTy things to 
excess, aa yoii, in your zeal to do good and work righteousness, are, or 
have been, prone to do. I may speak plainly now that jou are on your 
pins again, and say I fear you have been a victim to jour ' water cnre.' 
Bless God for his rmbounded mercies. You have a new lease of life, and 
have much more to see of this wicked vporld than you have seen; anii 
more good to do than you have done." 

Ill regard to the invention of the bow-propeller, to which 
reference is made in these extracts, there was a correspond- 
ence on the subject in the years 1846 and 1847, between Lieu- 
tenant Foote and Commodore Morris, Chief of the Burean of 
Construction, which correspondence is recorded in the minute- 
book of the bureau, but does not seem to have led to an adop- 
tion of Foote's invention. As explained by the inventor, the 
object of placing the propeller in the bow is to produce by 
its motion a partial vacuum or eddy, throwing the water 
aside that would otherwise rise in front and around, and offer 
resistance to tlie bow of the vessel in proportion to the vessel's 
velocity; which theory, he maintained, was fully sustained by 
actual experiment, and one fourth, or at least a fifth more 
velocity was secured by the bow-propeller over the stem-pro- 
peller ; as in the firefc the water which offers such resistance to 
the bow is thrown aside or broken up, while the stern-propel- 
ler takes the water from the stera, where it is needed to buoy 
the vessel, and causes her to go, as it were, upon an inclined 
plane. 
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CnAPTER VI. 

CRUISE OF THE " PEEKy" ON THE AFEICAN COAST. 

On September 28, 1849, Lieutenant Foote was assigned to 
the command of the brig Perry, and ordered to the coast of 
Africa, for the protection of American commerce and the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade. Tlie sqnadron to which the Perry 
belonged was under the command of Commodore Gregory, 
whose flag-ship was the John Adams, and with whom, it will 
be remembered, he made his iii-st voyage as a midshipman in 
1S23. 

As this was one of the notable periods of his life, and had 
decisive results upon the infamous slave-ti"ade, it should be 
treated deliberately ; and for this purpose free use will be 
made of Lieutenant Foote's own papers, log-book, private jour- 
nal, and especially of his work entitled "Africa and the 
American Flag." 

A good idea of the nature and extent of the cruising-ground 
of the Perry is given in the following extract fi'om Admiral 
Foote's book, and this will also serve as a sample of the style 
and character of that work ■ 

"If a chart of the Atlantic is tpreid. out \d.\% Ime drawn fi'oin the 
Cape Verde Islands toward the aoutheaatem coist of Brazil ; if wc then 
pass to the Cape of Good Hope and draw anotliei from that point by 
the Island of St, Helena, crossing the former north of the equator, the 
great tracks of commerce will be traced \ essels ontwnrd bound follow 
the track toward the South Ameiican shore nnd tlie homeward bound 
are found on the other. The veisels often meet in thp centre of the At- 
lantic; and the crossing of these hnes off the projecting shores of Central 
Africa renders the coasts of that region of great naval importance. 

" The wide triangular space of sea between the homeward-bound line 
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and the retiring Afncan sea-board around the Gulf of Guinea constitu- 
ted the area on which the vigilance of the squadron was to be eKercised. 
Here is the region of crime, sufl'eiing, ci-uelty, and death from the slave- 
trade ; and here has been at different ages, when the police of the sea 
happened to be little cared for, the scene of the worst piracies which 
have ever disgraced human nature. 

" Vessels running out from the African coast fall here and there intf) 
these lines traced on the chart, or sometunes aoi'oss them, No one can 
tell what they contain from the graceful hull, well-proportioned masts, 
neatly trimmed yards, and the gallant bearing of the vessel. This deceit 
ful beauty may conceal wrong, violence, and crime— the theft of living 
men, the foulness and corruption of the steaming slave-deck, and the 
chamel-house of wretchedness and despair. 

" It fe difficult in lookuig over the ship's side to conceive the trans- 
parency of the sea. The reflection of the blue sky in these ti'opic re- 
gions colors it like an opaque sapphire, till some flsh startles one by sud- 
denly appearing for beneath, seeming to carry daylight down with him 
into the depths below. One is then reminded that the vessel is suspend- 
ed over a transparent abyss. There for ^es has sunk the dark-skinned 
sufferer fi\)m ' the horrors of the middle passage,' carrying that ghastlv 
daylight down. "with him, to rest until 'the sea shall give up its dead,' 
and the slaver and his merchant corae up from their places to be con- 
fronted with their victim."* 

The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were tlie era o£ 
the greatest woe in the elave-ti-ade. Then it became cruelly 
and murderously systematic. The question what nation should 
be most enriched by the abominable traffic was a subject of 
diplomacy. England secured the gi'eatest share of the crimi- 
nality and of the profit, by gaining from her other competitors 
the right by contract to supply the colonies of Spain with ne- 
groes. But our own country entered largely into this business, 
and in later times cliiefly by means of small and ill-foimd 
vessels, which, as they were watched by the cruisers, were 
crowded and packed with negroes, at any risk of loss by death, 

* "Africa and the American Flag," p. 14-16. The ending of this pas- 
sive calls to mind Buskin's powerful description of Turner's still more 
powerful pictare of the " Slave-ship," in his " Modern Paintere. 



Hosted byGoogle 



Life of Admiral Foote. 



80 that a anceessful voyage might compensate for many cap- 
tures. In olden times tliere were vessels fitted expressly for 
the purpose— large Indiamen qr whalei-s. Lieutenant Poote 
says : 

" If ever tteve were any thing on earth which, for revoltiiig, filthy, heart- 
less atrocity, might make the devil wonder and hell recognize its own 
likeness, it was on one of the decks of an old slaver. The sordid cupid- 
ity of the older, as it is meaner, was alao more callous than the hurried 
mffianism of the present age. In fact, a slaver now has but one deck; 
in the last century they had two or tbree. Any oue of the decks of the 
larger vessels was rather worse, if it could he, than the single deck of 
the brigs and schooners now employed in the trade. Then the number 
of decks rendered the suffocating and pestilential hold a scene of un- 
paralleled wretchedness."* 

In bad weather, when the hatches were closed, the death of 
numbers from suffocation would necessariij occnr, and in the 
efforts of the more athletic to get at the air, the weaker would 
he strangled. The height between decks was so small tliat a 
man of ordinaiy size conld hardly sit upright. The slaves 
were obliged to lie on their backs, and were shackled by their 
ankles, the left of one being fettered to the right of the next, 
so that the whole number, in one line, formed a single living 
chain. When one died, the body remained — during the night, 
or in stormy weather for a longer time, and until it was in a 
putrid state^ — secured to two liring bodies. 

We are not, however, to suppose that the horrors of " the 
middle passage " were essentially diminished in modem times ; 
and the diabolical atrocity of those who, in the middle of this 
century, dealt in " ebony " — some of them New England cap- 
tains, from homes where the religion of Christ was taught 
— was increased tenfold by the light of humanity diffused 
abroad. Here was the fountain-head of tlie sla\'e-supply in the 
Southern States ; and it is a cause of gratitude that our hero 

* " Afnca and the American Flag," p. 37. 
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was enabled to do some serious work toward tlie permanent 
destruction of tins original e\'il before he actually carae to 
contend with the slave-power in its final assanlt upon the life 
of the government. 

In Lieutenant Foote's notices of Africa, before entering 
npon the detail of his special worls, there is mnch that shows 
an observing and penetrative, we might almost say, scientific 
mind; for example, he thus discourses at length of the piiilos- 
ophy of storms on tlie West African coast : 

" The vast radiator formed by the aim beating vertically on tlie plahis 
of ti'opical Afl-ica, heats and expands the aii-, and thus constitutes a sort 
of central trough, into wlich giavitation brings compensating cui-rentB, 
by producing a latei'al sliding inward of the great trade-wind streams. 
Thus, as a general rale, wiuda which would normally diverge from the 
shores are drawn in towai-d tiiem. They have been gathering moisture 
in their progress ; and wlien pressed upward, as they expand under the 
vertical sun, lose their heat in the upper re^ons, let go their moisture, 
and spread over the interior ten'aces and mountains a sheet of heavily 
depositing cloud. This constitutes the rainy season, which necessarily, 
ftoiu the causes producing it, accompanies the sun in its apparent oscil- 
lations across the equator, 

" The Gulf of Guinea has in its own bosom a system of hurricanes and 
squalls, of which little is known but their existence and their danger. A 
description of them, of rather old date, specifies as a fact that they begin 
by the appearance of a small aas f clonds u the zenith, which widens 
and extends till the canopy cove the honzo No v if this were true 
of any given spot, it would ndicate that the h imcane always began 
there. The appearance of a i atcl of cl u 1 n the zen th could be true 
of only one place out of all those which the 1 ane nfluenced. If it 
is meant that who-ener the phenomenon ongmated, Gtere a mass of cloud 
gradually formed in the zenith, this would be a most important particu- 
lar in regard to the prosdmate cause of the phenomenon, for it would 
mark a rapid direction upward of the atmosphere at that ^ot as the first 
observable incident of the series. That the movements produced would 
subsequently become whirling, or circumvolant, ia a mechanical neces- 
sity ; but the force of the movement ought not to be strongest ;it the 
place where the movement had its origin. 
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" The squalls, with high towerijig clouds, which rise like a wall on the 
Iioiizon, involve the same principles as to the formation of the vapor, and 
are easily explicahle. They are not necessarily connected with circular 
hurricanes ; hut the prmciples of their formation may modify tlie inten- 
sity of the hlasts in a cu'cnmvolant tornado. Since in the Gulf of Guinea 
they come from the eastward, it is to he inferred that tliey are ripples or 
undulations in an au- current. In regard to all of this, it is necessary to 
speak donbffulJy, for there is a gi'eat lack of accurate and detailed ohsei'- 
Tation on these points. 

"Its position and physical characterislics give to this continent great 
influence over the rest of the earth. Africa, America, and Australia have 
nearly similar relations to the gi'eat oceans interposed respectively between 
them. Against the eastern sides of these regions aie canied Irom the 
oceantkosestrange,fluiou3whii'lwind3 on the shallow film of the earth's 
atmosphere which constitute hurricanes. It is evident that these oceans 
are mainly the channels in which the surface winds move which are 
drawn from colder regions toward the equator. The shores are the banks 
of these air streams. The return currents above flow over every thing. 
They are thus prevalent in the interior, so that the climatic conditions 
thei'e are different from those on the sea-boai'd. These circumstances in 
the southern exti'a-ti'opical regions are accompanied by corresponding 
differences in the character of the vegetable world. 

"These winds are sometimes drawn aside aci'oss the coast-lines, consti- 
tuting the Mediterranean sii-occo and the Aiidcan hannattan. Vessels 
far off at sea, sailing to the northwai'd, are covered or stained on the 
weather-side of then rigging (that next to the African coast) with a fine, 
light-yellow powder. A reddish-brown dust sometimes tinges the sails 
and rigging. An instance of this occmTed on board the Ferry on her out- 
ward-bound passage when five himdred miles fi-oni the African coast."* 

In another place Lieutenant Poote happily describes the 
physical conformation of the African sea-coast, which has had, 
and will ever have, its influence upon the commerce of that 
continent : 

"The sea-shore is generally low, except as influenced by Atlas, or the 
Abyssinian ranges, or the mountains of the southern extremity. There is 
not uncommonly a flat, swampy plain bordering on the sea, where the 

* " Afiioit and the Ameiici-.u Flag," p. 33-34. 
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rivera push out their deitaa, or form lagoona by their conflict with the 
fierce surge upon tlie shore. The aea does not deal kindly with Africa, 
for it wastes or guards the shores with an almost unconquerable surf. 
Tides are small, and rivers are not safely penetrable. The ocean offered 
to the negro nothing but a. little food, procured with some trouble and 
much danger. Hence ocean tommeree was unknown to them," 

But it is time that the real hueiness should be spoken of 
which the eomiiiauder of the little brig Ferry took in hand 
to do. 

After the great European war, when, in the language of 
Lieutenant Foote, "the matured villainy of the world" was 
assembled on the African coast to re-estahlish the slave-trade, 
England commenced a vigorous system of ernising bj her war- 
ships to suppress the trade. In 1839 the corrective was still 
mure stringently applied. Permission had then been wrang 
from the slave - ti-ading powei-s to capture vessels outward 
bound for Africa when fitted for the slave-trade. The treaties 
provided that vessels equipped for the tj-affic might be cap- 
tured. A slaver was to be taken because she was a slaver : 
just as it is better to shoot the wolf before he has killed tlie 
sheep than afterward. If a vessel, therefore, were found on 
the African coast with slave-irons, water in sufficient quantity 
for a slave-cargo, with a slave-deck laid for packing slaves, she 
was seized and condemned before committing the overt act. 
Undei- this arrangement double the mimber of captures M'as 
made during the next ten years than in the twenty years pre- 
vious. Tlie efforts of the English squadron were conjoined 
with those of Finance and the United States, although England 
took the laboring oar, and was, it must be confessed, tlie most 
in earnest in this business. A treaty with Gri-eat Britain was 
signed at "Washington in the year 1S43, stipulating that each 
nation should maintain on the African coast a force of naval 
vessels of suitable nunibei-s and description, to cai-ry in all not 
less than eighty gmis, to enforce, separately and respectively, 
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the laws, rights, and ohligatioiia of each of tiie two countries, 
for the suppression of tlie slave-trade. These, together witli 
other subsidiary means (such as the substitution of legal ti'ade, 
the conversion of old slave-factori^ and forts into positions 
defensive against tlieir foi'mer pui-pose, etc.), reduced tlie ex- 
port of slaves in 18i9 fi-om one hundred and five thousand 
to about thirty-seven thousand. StiU the evil was great, and 
tlie laxity on the part of the American government to fulfill 
its portion of the treaty was sorely felt ; and since the Ameri- 
can flag was inviolable to any foreign nation, in the case of 
falling in with a Britkh craiser, an Ameiiean slaver, on pi-e- 
senting her register, or sea-letter, as a proof of nationality, 
could not be searelied nor detained. The American flag came 
thus to be greatly abused, and was deeply involved in the 
slave-traffic. This was furtiier aided by the ai-tful device of 
legal ti-ading : with a cargo corresponding to the manifest, and 
all the ship's papers being made out in form. American slav- 
ers, iinder the disguise of doing a legal business, swarmed on 
the African coast, and escaped almost with impunity. There 
M'as sometimes a pretended sale when the sla^'er was ready 
to start from the African coast : the American captain and his 
crew going on shore as the slaves were coming off, while the 
Portuguese or Italian passengers, who came out in her, all 
at once, as by a Mnd of devilish jugglery, became t-he mas- 
ter and crew of the vessel. There is evidence in the records 
of the Consulate of slaves having started from the shore, 
and at the same time the master and crew from the vessel, 
carrj-ing with them the flag and sliip's papers ; when, the 
parties becoming frightened, both pulled back; the slaves 
were returaed to the shore, and the American master and 
crew went on hoard the vessel. The stars and stripes were 
again hoisted over her, and kept flying until the cause of 
the alarm (an English cruiser) departed from the coast, and 
the embarkation was safely effected. The American minis- 
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ter at the court of Brazil in 1844 wrote to the Secretary of 
State : 

" I regret to say this, bat it is a iact not to be diagiiisecl nor denied that 
the slave-trade is almost entirely earned on under our flag in American- 
built veesels, sold to slavera here, chartered for the coast of Africa, and 
there sold, or sold here — delivered on the coast. And, indeed, the scan- 
dalous traffic could not be carried on to anj great extent were it not for 
the use made of our flag, and the facilities given for the chartering of 
American vessels to carry to the coast of Africa the outfit for the tiude 
and the material for purchasing slaves." 

Tlie qneetion as to the deplorable effects ansing from the 
abuse of the American flag was brought into discussion in 
1842 between England and America, and the treaty before re- 
ferred to was established ; but the question was still left un- 
settled — How is a vessel to be ascertained to be American ? 
The plea tliat any vessel hoisting any flag is thereby secured 
against all interference in ^ circumstances never could be se- 
riously maintained as a principle of international law. Neither 
the United States nor any other power has e\'er acted on a 
dogma of this breadth. The United States government, while 
asserting the inviolability of its flag {this very question being 
the origin of the Wai- of 1812), did not claim that its flag 
should give immunity to those who were not American ; for 
snch a claim would render it a cover to piracy, and to acts of 
the greatest atrocity. " But any vessel which hoists the Amer- 
ican flag claims to be American, and tlierefore, while she may 
be boarded and examined by an American cruiser, this right 
is not conceded to a foreign cruiser ; for the flag is prima 
facie evidence, although not conclusive proof of nationality ; 
and if such vessel be really American, the boarding officei' 
will be regarded in the light of a trespasser, and the vessel 
will have all the protection which that flag supplies. If, on 
the other hand, the vessel prove not to be American, the flag 
illegally worn will afford her no protection. Thei'cfore a for- 
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eign officer boarding a vessel under tlie flag of the Uiiited 
States, does it ou his own i-esponaibility for all consequences."* 
Thus complicated and unsatisfactory was the condition of 
things ; and although after the treaty the United States gov- 
ernment eeut an organized naval force to the coast of Africa, 
which was the means of capturing many elavei-s and of re- 
leasing hundreds of wretched negroes, yet the evil was not 
checked ; and at the time the Perry came on the coast tlie 
trade was at its height, and perhaps was never more brisk, A 
kind of immunity was given to British cruisers to search Amer- 
ican vessels by this implied permi^ion to do so on the respon- 
sibility of the searching party. Blundering mistakes and ai'- 
i-ogant assumptions on the part of British wai'- vessels not 
unfrequently occurred ; while the greater evil still remained, 
that the slavers themselves eontinaed to escape in great num- 
bers even from British vigilance and determination to root 
out the infamous traffic earned on under the protection of 
the banner of the United States. 

* " Afidca aJid tbe Americau Flag," p. 333. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

CEL'ISK OF THE " TEEEY "—CONTINUED. 

Theee is reason to think that Lieutenant Foote, after so 
much hard sea-service, did not greatly desire to go to this 
harassing post of duty on the African coast, but he was al- 
ways ready for honest work ; and wliere there was a disagree- 
able piece of work to do, or a difficult post to fill, it was quite 
tlie cnatom of the Navy Department, instead of sending a re- 
Inctant officer, or of running the risk of an absolute refusal, to 
say, " "Why, send Foote ; he will go," When Foote did go, it 
was to do good work, putting heart and soul into it. Thus it 
fell out that a great deal of the hard service of the Navy in his 
day came upon this energetic officer; and perhaps, in the end, 
though full of labor and care, no work that he ever did gave 
him more satisfaction than the effective part he performed in 
the suppression of the African slave-trade, for it was directly 
in the line of his own chai-acter and convictions as a fighter 
against every fonn: of evil. The following letter, dated Oc- 
tober 15,1849, was written to him before sailing, by his old 
commodore, Joseph Smith: 

"I liave your two letters of the 13th instant. I have done my best 
with the Secretary for your brig and for yonr own convenience, but I 
can't make a dent upon him. He says he will oi'der a purser this day; 
but no person wliatever, and nothing not on the allowance-book, -will be 
granted to yon. I wished to have Kelly— you remember him in the 
Cimberlomd as qnartermaster — ordered to you as acting-boatswain. He 
was in the Perry when she was stranded, and never let go the holm for 
twenty-nine hours. He has been through the Quif war as acting-faoat- 
swain of a small craft. I am a Httle selfish in your orders to the Ferry, 
for I wished to hold jou linck on shore duty till I went to sea ; hut the 
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Secretaryjumpedatjou the moment he discovered you were well enough 
to command. We want such persons as yourself to represent us abroad 
(and at home, too), and your aid to Gregory will be peculiarly oppor- 
tune. You are a better man and a better Christian than I am, therefore it 
would be useless for me to tender you advice. Before you take your 
crew fl-om the receiving ship, beat up for volunteers t« commute the 
spirit-ration ; if you can, get them entirely to reliuquish it Leave the 
poison behind yon ; if uot, get as many as you caa to start fair with, if 
you mu3t lay in tiie devil's fiiel. Keep up your regular Sunday service, 
and oftener if convenient; Saturday for mending day, and Sunday for 
meditation and reading. Each officer aud man to have his place and 
duty. Impose as much responsibility npon the petty officers as they will 
bear. Yoar command will be happy, healthy, and efficient in proportion 
as those under you engage with all their mind in their duties, and are 
made to feel that reliance is placed in them. Do not spare the lash when 
the exigency demands it, but throw as many guards around it as will 
make its ose a matter of absolute necessity. As to etiquette, you are as 
aufait in it as I am. Should you meet a flag-ship at sea, haul up courses, 
down jib, and salute. When you arrive in port, send a boat to our con- 
sul, and offer him a conveyance on board ; and salute him when he ar- 
rives with seven guns— the consul-general with nine. When a foreign 
sliip sends a boat and ofiers services, etc., send a boat to acknowledge 
the comphmeut, and afterward pay your respects to him in person. The 
last arrived salutes first (except om- own flag-officers) and calis first. 
Salute the place first, and afterward the flag-ofiicer, if any is in port." 

How much good advice in a short space (excepting the 
"lash," which belonged to the older and more hai'barona days 
of the Navy) is _contained in this letter ! It is a kind of ma- 
rine pastoral epistle — rough, indeed, bnt sound, honest, apos- 
tolic. A letter written at this time by his friend Dahlgren 
is also interesting : 

" TVashington, October 30, 18i9. 

" My dear Friend,— Your very acceptable letter of the 17th reached 
me to-day, for which I am much indebted to you. 

" The impression remained on my mind that the last letter between us 
was by myself, and that the condition of your sight forbade your writing. 

" In two instances I was on tlie point of visiting you at New Haven 
(the last time in May of this year), when, being in Bostfm on duty, Dr. 
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r and myself had. arranged to make tlie trip together, for you 
were often the subject of our conversation, aud we felt sorrowftil for the 
atate of your health. By the way, there is no one in whose love and re- 
gard your remembrance is more fixed than in that of the doctor. 

" I regret to see the desponding tone of your letter. Five or six yeai's 
passed witli me ia mental torture that no one can understand save a fel- 
low-suffei-er; and yet my eyes now are so unexpectedly changed that 
last summer I dispensed with glasses for the first time in ten years. They 
are still weak, and imequal to much exertion ; hut think how much bet- 
ter. HomcBopathy has been the ^ent of this beyond doubt, and I regret 
ti'uly that you had not been induced to try this at aa early period. 

" If the master ia inefficient, you had better get him out of the vessel 
as soon as you can without trouble to yourself. And now let me advise 
jou — whether the master is good or bad — to procure a ship's book of suit- 
able size, ami cause the master there to record and work every observa- 
tion. I do not mean the clean copy of either, but the original figures just 
as made and corrected — not in pencil, but ink. This, with any memo- 
randa showing the ship's position Irom other sources, should be present- 
ed daily. As the case now stands, a commander takes a result without 
knowing the data. First the master is to mention the chronometer ivith 
the observation rates. Before leaving them he verifies these rates by 
other observations with the sextant. These are to bo recorded ; at sea, 
the time and latitude, the rate and error, and so on. In almost every 
department of a ship save this the record has been systematized. 

" I have little doubt of the action of Congress in respect to flogging, 
and I am utterly at a loss to imagine a substitute. Last sessioa it would 
have been brought about, but that a few doubtless, like the Dutch gov- 
ernor, felt alarmed. On one occasion the chairman of the Senate Naval 
Committee spoke to me about it. I told him that there seemed to be an 
impression that naval officers were partial to the system for its own sake. 
This was not so — it was a most unpleasant duty ; and the fact that they 
submitted to the painful necessity of infficting it proved how strong 
the necessity was. I told him that demagogues argued as if the Navy 
were created for the special benefit of oiRcers — not as if it were an insti- 
tution for the coromon good. For great as might be the personal inter- 
eat of any officer, it was slight in comparison to that which the planter, 
the farmer, and the merchant had in the existence of a force ^oat com- 
petent to protect national and individual rights. 

" I wish I could say something in favor of the force of a vessel like the 
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Perry. Her battery is perhaps as good as she can cany. Unless the 
change were radical, I would prefer to arm her with two heavy pivot- 
guns (aaj 8-iiich). 

"Your largest pieces are 33-po«nders of 33 cwi;. If so, they are good 
guns, and at half a mile would tell effectiYely ;* even beyond that they 
would not be comforta,ble customers for an enemy. Always ricochet the 
shot when the water is smooth enough ; but with the shells keep thi 
gun up about half a degree, so that the shot may not touch fli-st nearei 
than BOO yards, as the water is apt to extinguish the priming of the ftise. 
In a second this is accomplished, and then neither watei' nor v/ood will 
put out the fiise. 

"I wish much that I had known eai-lier of your appointment to the 
Perry, as I should have liked a boat howitzer to go with you on trial. 
Now I have none suitable, and there is not time to cast and finish one. 

" The feind which I have proposed is now intended by the Bureau 
to be essayed in such vessels as have boats to cany them. They consist 
of 13 -pounders of two. sizes, 400 lbs. and 800 lbs., and 34-poundei-s 
of 1300 lbs., for launches of sloops, frigates, and liners respectively. The 
model is after my own notion, and I am allowed to make them. The 
ammunition is spherical case (that is, a thin iron shell charged with mus- 
ket-balls, and burst near the boats or men flred at by a fuse and bursting 
cliarge). The English term is shi-apnel. They were used at Buena Vista 
and Palo Alto, and alone saved our forces. I have so arranged the car- 
riage that no breaching is reqnii'ed, and this facilitates the use, so that 
IV howitzer can be flred seven times in a minute. This has been done 
often in the presence of the Secretary of the Navy, Dupont, Buchanan, 
and othei-3 ; though it would not be practicable in a boat for want of 

" I have now a very important proposition on hand, which, in my view, 
will work great changes. I shall soon be famished with pieces of the 
right character required to prove it, and at some future time you will 
hear of it. 

"And now, my valued friend, you have in these two sheets some evi- 
dence of my pleasure in hearing from you. While you are absent you 
shall continue to have some remembrance irom me. Let me entreat you 
to take good care of your health, and be cheerful aud hopeful. "When 
you get wet, have the circulation assisted by a good mbbing, and never 



* That is, will strike almost every shot. 
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lay aside fianuel — change it often. Use no more meat than is absolutely 
neccBsai7 when the breathing organs are tencier. With yon goes every 
wish that a iileud can oifcr. Ever affectionately, 

"John A, Dahlgres." 

On tlie 21st of December, 184:9, the Perry arrived at Porto 
Praya, Cape de Verde Islands, the rendezvous of the American 
squadron. She was immediately ordered on a cniise Bonth of 
the equator ; and after the vessel had reached the southern 
point of destination, she was to cruise along the coast, examin- 
ing the principal points or slave-stations, such as the Salinas, 
Bengiiela, Loanda, Ambriz, Eiver Congo, and intermediate 
places, back toward Monrovia. She reached St.Pliilip de Ben- 
guela after a passage of forty-one days, and none too soon, 
since but five days previous an English cruiser had captured 
near this place a brig witli eight hundred slaves on board. 
This vessel came from Eio de Janeiro, under. American colors 
and papei's, vrith an American captain and crew, and had 
been transferred, when on the coast, to a Brazilian captain 
and crew. Still other captures were announced of similar 
character. 

Lieutenant Foote, who was heartily welcomed tp the station 
by the English commanders, set about at once to right mat- 
tore, and began active crnising off Ambiiz, a noted slave-mart, 
in company with the English war-stearaer Cydoj}s. He insti- 
tuted prompt inquiries in relation to those slavers captured 
under American colors and adjudicated upon in English courts. 
In tlie case of the Louisa Beaton he acted with independence 
and energy. This was an American brigantine, which had 
been boarded and examined by the Perry, and proved to be a 
legal trader. She afterward ran out of Ambriz imder Amer- 
ican colors, having awakened suspicion that she had stealthily 
shipped a cargo of slaves. Two boats from the Perry were 
immediately dispatched in pursuit. They did not succeed in 
overhauling the vessel. Thereupon Lieutenant Foote request- 
E 
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ed tlie commander of the Cyclops to take his (Foote's) second 
lieutenant on board and steam after her. The proposal was 
readily complied with ; but after running out forty miles with- 
ont obtaining sight of the Beaton, she retnrned. The com- 
mander of the Cyclops addressed a letter to Lieutenant Foote, 
saying that he had noticed the sailing of the Louisa Beaton; 
that he had suspected her of being a disguised slaver ; and 
had there been no American man-of-war pr^ent, he sliould 
have considered it his duty to have overhaiiled lier and satis- 
fied himself that her nationality had not been changed by sale 
at Ambriz— not taking it for granted that the flag displayed by 
any vessel was a sufficient evidence of her nationality. Lieu- 
tenant Foote replied, stating that he had in tlie mean time 
found tlie Louisa Beaton at St. Paul de Loanda, and ascer- 
tained her legal character; and that the principle assumed by 
the British commander could not for a moment be allowed, 
but that, in words wliich ]iave been already quoted, the flag 
which a vessel wears is prima facie tlioiigh not conclusive 
proof of ber nationalityj tliat those who lawfully displayed the 
flag of the United States should have all the protection it sup- 
plies; and when a cruiser boarded a vessel under this flag, 
she did it upon her own responsibility. Again, a few months 
afterward, in the case of the same Louisa Beaton, the com- 
mander of the Perry insisted upon the principle in respect to 
the inviolability of the flag in an instance of palpable outrage, 
when the British cruiser Dolphin hoarded and detained the 
Louisa Beaton, seventy miles off land, sailing under Amer- 
ican colore, and having a proper national register and all her 
papers good, with the exception of the absence of a sea-letter, 
usually given by consular ofiicers to legal tradere after trans- 
fer of masters. 

The protracted correspondence of nearly a year which en- 
sued between Lieutenant Foote and the British commander 
of the southem division, Hon. Captain Hastings, was publifhed 
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in tlie " Bhie-I3oolc," or Parliamentary Papers of 1851, and re- 
sulted in the Eritifeh cymmander'e di&avowal of the act of the 
captain of the Dolphin, his offer to make pecuniaiy restitn- 
tion, and his apology to the master of the Louisa Meaton for 
the detention ; and, ahove all, the important principle of the 
inviolability of tlie flag was established. English commanders 
abstained from even going alongside a legal Ameriijan trader 
without the assent of an American naval commander. 

Lieutenant Foote was thus called upon to settle nice points of 
international law without help from any quarter. In his own 
words : " We have cruised ten months on this southern coast, 
where, with the exception of two months by the ship John 
Adams and one month by the Portsmouth, there lias been no 
American man-of-war ; neither has there been a consul, nor 
any public f tinctionaiy but myself to supervise our commercial 
interests and suppress the slave-trade as carried on by Amer- 
ican vessels and American citizens ; while the English, Fi^ench, 
and Portugnese, with less commerce, have their commissioned 
consuls, commodores, and squadrons, with whom I have been 
in freqnent cori'espondenee ; and many new and delicate points, 
which might have been more appmpriately assigned to an ex- 
perienced diplomatist, than added to the cares and responsi- 
bilities of a lieutenant in command of the only national vessel 
on the coast."* 

But Lieutenant Foote did not spend his time in diplomatic 
correspondence ; he was at the same time actively engaged in 
real work. The Perry and her boats were constantly at sea 
in search of slavei-s, boai-ding many legal tradere, and chasing 
suspicious vessels, the boats sometimes being absent for a long 
time, lost in fog and ovei1:aken by squalls, the commander 
sharing the severest hardships with his men in this laborious 
service ; oftentimra approaching shore where the roar of the 
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tremendons surf on the low African coast could be heard for 
twenty miles, passing the breakers, and running up unhealthy, 
jungle- bordered rivers to the slave-barracoons. 

Provisions being nearly exhausted, the Perry went north 
coastwise to Prince's Island, and there had orders from the 
commodore to make requisitions upon the flag-ship for provi- 
sions, and pi-epai'e again for service on the southern coast. 
After a stay of a few days, the brave little brig turned her 
prow southward a second time to i-esume her cruising-ground. 
On the 7th of June, 1850, between Ambriz and Loanda, a 
large ship, with two tiers of painted ports, was made to wind- 
ward, standing in for the land. The vessel was overhauled, 
having the name Martha, New York, registered on her stern. 
The Perry had no colore flying. The ship, when in range of 
the guns, hoisted tlie American ensign, shortened sail, and 
backed her maintop-sail. The first lieutenant, Mr. Rush, was 
sent to board her. As he was rounding her stern, the people 
on board observed, by the uniform of the boarding-ofiicer, that 
tlie vessel was an American cruiser. The ship then hauled 
down the American, and hoisted Brazilian colors. The offi- 
cer went on board, and asked for papei-s and other proofs of 
nationality. The captain denied having papei-s, or log, or any 
thing else. At the same time something \-\h tlirown over- 
board, which was picked up by another boat se t f ora the 
Perry, and proved to be the writing-desk of tl e caj ti n, con- 
taining sundry papers and letters identifv njr tl e ciptiin as 
an American citizen ; also proving the ow er of tl ee fifths of 
the vessel to be an American merchant, resident in Eio de 
Janeiro. After obtaining satisfactory proof that the ship Mar- 
tha was a slaver, she was seized as a prize. 

Thei-e were found on board this vessel one hundred and sev- 
enty-six casks filled with water, containing from one hundred 
to one hundred and fifty gallons each; one hundred and flfty 
baiTels of farina for sla\'e-food ; several sacks of beans ; slave- 
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deck laid; four iron boilers for cooiing elave-provisions ; iron 
baiB, with the necessary wood-worlc for securing slaves to the 
deck; four hundred spoons for feeding them ; between thirty 
and forty mnskets, and a written agreement between the owner 
and captain, with the receipt of the owner for two thousand 
inilreis. 

The captain claimed that the vessel could not lawfully be 
subjected to seai'ch by an American man-of-war while under 
Brazilian colore. But on being informed tliat he would be 
seized as a pirate for sailing without papei-s even were he not 
a slaver, he admitted that she was on a slave voyage;. add- 
ing that, had he not fallen in with the Perry, he would dur- 
ing that night have shipped eighteen hundred slaves, and be- 
fore daylight in the moniing been clear of the coast. 

The crew of the Martha were immediately put in irons ; 
a force of twenty-five men, with the first and second lieuten- 
ants, was placed on board, the ship provisioned, and in twenty- 
four houi-s after her capture the vessels exchanged three cheers, 
and the Martha was on her way to New York, where she was 
condemned in the United States District Court as a slaver. 

The Britisli commissioner soon after^-ard at Loanda offered 
his congratulations on the capture of the MaHha, remarking 
that she was the largest alaver that had been on the coast for 
many years ; and the effect of sending all hands on her to the 
United States would prove a severe blow to the iniquitous 
traffic. 

In the neighborhood of Ambriz the Perry chased and cap- 
tured the American brigantine Ohatmorth, hearing every proof 
of being a slaver, hut evidence which would be required in the 
United States courts essential to her condemnation being want- 
ing, she was reluctantly released. She was afterward boarded 
by the Perry under still more suspicious circumstances ; and 
additional proofs being obtained of her true character, notwith- 
standing her having two sets of papere, passing alternately un- 
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der different nationalities, eluding detection from papers be- 
ing in form, and trading with an assorted cargo, she was pro- 
nounced a prize, and was sent to America, where, after a long 
trial, she was condemned as a slaver in the United States Dis- 
trict Court of Maiyland. By the capture of the Ohatsworth, 
in whose case the ingenuity of these unscrupulous villains had 
taxed itself to the utmost as far as the American flag was con- 
cerned, a severe and unexpected blow was struck at the slave- ■ 
trade. Four thousand slaves were waiting at tlie bari'aeoons 
of Ambriz, ready for shipment, at the time of the seizure ; and 
lieutenant Foote in his private journal relates that the captain 
of the Louisa Beaton, who had given information respecting 
the true character of the Cltatsvjorth, went on shore at Am- 
briz, at the request of Foote, to procure some papei-s, and from 
the time elapsing before his return tliere was reason to suspect 
foul play from the slavers in revenge for his informing upon 
them. Mr. Foote adds : " My plan would have been, had there 
been foul play, to march at the head of my men out four miles 
to tlie slave-barracoons, and let four thousand of the ' oppressed 
go free,' and thus made free soil and free-soilei's." 

In a private letter to a fi-iend in Cheshire, dated September 
35, 1S50, Lieutenant Poote remarks : " Our orders are so sti-in- 
gent that no commander will capture a slaver unless he assume 
great responsibility. I took tlie Ohatsworth in the face of a 
protest of $23,000 from her captain and supercargo ; still she 
and the Martha must be condemned." 

A visit was made at tl)is time by the commander and offi- 
cer of tlie Pen'y to a native potentate in the interior, the 
Qiieen of Ambrizette, who is thus described : " A little witliei'ed 
woman then appeared, having, in additiou to her native cos- 
tume, an old red cloak, drawn tight around her throat, and so 
worn as to make her look like a loose umbrella with two han- 
dles." After a long palaver, the prime-minister of the queen, 
wearing as liis cliief garment an old Fi'cnch full-dress navy 



Hosted byGoogle 



Third Southern Cruise. 85 

uniform coat, suggested that he eoneidered his services on the 
occasion to be woi'th two bottles of rum. Compliance with 
this request was totally impracticable, as the spirit-room casks 
of the Perry had been filled only with water. 

The cruises of the Pert-y were made upon the total-absti- 
nence principle; and this probably will accoimt for the good 
health of the crew on that unwholesome coast. 
- On the 8th of January, 1851, the Perry again i-eported her- 
self to the commander-in-chief at Porto Fraya, after one yeai''8 
serrice on the African coast. Here she made preparations for 
a third southern cruise. As tlie slave-trade had been pretty 
. much driven out of Ambriz, and had shifted itself to the Congo 
Eiver, the Perry proceeded thither, encountering on tlie pas- 
sage a heavy toniado. Lieutenant Foote thus describes the 
Congo Eiver : 

" The river ie more than two leagues broad at its mouth. At the dis- 
tance of eight or ten miles seaward, in a northeasteriy direction, the wa- 
t«r preserves its freslmess ; and at the distance of fifty and even axty 
miles it has a black tinge. Here are often seen small islands floating 
seaward, formed of fibi-ous roots, bamboo, rushes, and long grass, and 
covered with birds. The banks of the Congo are lined with low man- 
gi-ove bushes, with clumps of a taller species interspersed, growing to the 
height of seventy feet. Palm-trees, and other trees of a smaller giflwth, 
are seen with a rich and beautiful foliage. In going up the river, tlie 
southern shore should be bugged, vrhere tliore is plenty of water close to 
the land. The cm^rent is so strong — often running six miles an hour off 
Shark's Point — that an exceedingly fresh sea-breene is necessary in order 
to stem the stream. The greatest strengtli of this cun-ent, however, is 
superficial, not extending more than six or eight feet in depth. The 
Congo, like all the rivers of Africa, except the Nile, is navigable but a 
short distance befoi'e reaching tlie rapids. The gi-eat centi'al region be- 
bg probably not less than three thousand feet in altitude above the sea, 
these rapids are formed by a sudden depression of the surface of the coun- 
try toward the sea, or by a bed of hard rock stretching aa-oss the basiu 

* " Africa and the Auiciicaa Flag,'' p. 340. 
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A paper of considerable hydragrapbioal interest in relation 
to the Congo River and the navigation of the southern equato- 
rial coast of Africa was drawn up by the first lieutenant of 
the ship, Mr. Porter, and, after having been carefully supervised 
by the commander, was dispatched to the United States Na- 
tional Observatory, and has suice been published in "Maury's 
Sailing Directions." 

This thii-d cnuse of the Perry revealed the fact that the 
slave-trade had received an effectual check within the past 
year. Only one suspected American vessel had been seen on 
the south coast since the captare of the Ckatsworth. 

In a letter fj-om Sh- George Jackson, British commissioner at 
Loanda, addrrased about this time to lord Palmerston, it was 
stated that the languishing state of the slave-trade was owing 
to the activity of British cruisers, the co-operation of part of 
the American squadron on the southern coast, within the year 
tlie capture of two or three slavers bearing the flag of that na- 
tion, together with the measui-cs adopted by the Brazilian gov- 
ernment ; so that it might be said tliat tlie trade on this south- 
ern coast was now confined to a few vessels bearing the Sar- 
dinian flag. How much of this was due to the energetic ef- 
forts of Lieutenant Foote, the reader himself is now, it is hoped, 
capable of judging. 

In a private letter of Sir George Jackson to Lieutenant 
Foote this direct personal allusion is made : 

" Tbe zeal and activity displayed by yourself and brother officers, and 
the seizures irhich were the results of them, at once clianged the face of 
things. Tlie actual loss which the traffic has sustained, and stiU more 
the dread of those fiirther losses which thej anticipated on seeing the 
United States sijiiadron prepared to conftont them at those veiy haunts 
to which they had been accustomed to repair with impunity, and deter- 
mined to yindicate the honor of their insulted flag, which they had too 
long been allowed to prostitute, struck tenor into those miscreants on 
both sides of the Atlantic. And fi'om the date of those very opportune 
captures not a vessel illicitly assuming American colors has been seen on 
the coast." 
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The Ferry continued to ei-uise -vigilantly for some moiitlis, 
only varying the hard monotony of the service by a visit to 
St. Helena, where Lieutenant Foote and his officers, like aea- 
wom Ulysses and his crew at some pleasant isle of the ocean, 
were treated witli marked kindness and courtesy. 

Late in the autumn the Perry sailed for the north coast to 
her old rendezvous at Porto Praya, where she awaited tlie com- 
ing of the American squadron, one at least of whose vessels, 
the John, Adams, had done good service also on the coast. 
Commodore Gregory, in an official letter to Lieutenant Toote, 
wrote : " The course you Iiave pursued meets my fullest com- 
mendation ; and the zeal, ability, and energy with which you 
have dischai-ged the important duties assigned you, command) 
my highest respect, and I have no doubt will be most favor- 
ably considered by the Secretary of the Navy." 

Upon the commodore's arrival, the Perry was relieved of 
her duty upon the African station and ordered home, arriving 
at New York, after a rough winter passage, on the 26th of De- 
cember, 1851. The appreciation of the services of tlie com- 
mander by the Navy Department was expressed to him through 
the Secretary (Hon. J. C. Dobbin) in high terms of satisfaction. 

Commodore (now Eear-Admiral) Smith, who ever rejoiced 
in an opportunity to award his friend praise, thus writes to Iiim 
from Washington : 

"It affords me great pleasure to aay that the Department, so fti as I 
can learn, is bighiy gratified with your doings. Your vigilance, discre- 
tion, activity, and talents are duly appreciated, and, not least of all, your 
moral training of those under your orders is, and ought to be regarded 
aa reflecting honor upon the Navy. You have won honor and glory 
enough to rest upon your laui'els for some time." 

Mr. Webster also officially signified his approval of the 
course pureued by the captain of ^\e Perry in his negotiations 
with the English and other foreign powere in the delicate and 
difficult business intrusted to liis hands. 
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A few additional observations of a pei-soiial nature respect- 
ing this service on the African coast, di-awn from the journal 
and notes of Lieutenant Foote, are iBserved for t)ie next chap- 
ter. It was so cold and stormy when the brig came upon the 
American coast that, supposing lie might be driven off to sea 
again if he waited for a pilot, the commander, assuming the 
responsibility, acted as his own pilot, and brougSit the vessel 
into port without assistance. It might here be added that 
our hero reaped more fame than money from his prizes, since 
he onco told a friend that one gold watch was all the mate- 
rial fruit, over and above his regular pay, of his two anxious 
years' cruising on the coast of Africa. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PBIVATE JOUENAL OH THE "pEEST," 

In an address, delivered Januaiy 18,1855,by Commander 
roote before the American Colonization Society, he anms up 
what was done by the Pert'y in these words : " In my own 
vessel— the Perry~v/Q were cruising for two years, much of 
the time exposed in boats — frequently absent from the vessel 
days and nights ; boarded seventy vessels, and captured two or 
three slavers, yet not a single death occurred among the offi- 
cers and crew. The only aanitaiy measures adopted were — 
not to be on shore during the night, and issuing no grog-ra- 
tions dm-ing the cruise," 

Upon a fever-smitten coast where it is thought to be death 
for any but the black man to live ; exposed to a blazing sun by 
day and malarious eshalatioi^ by night ; to^ed about in the 
open sea, and sometimes caught in the hurricane sweeping 
down from the African highlands over the Gulf of Guinea — 
in all these varied pei-ils and hardships for two long years, 
there was not a death on board the Perry. 

It was not only a temperance ship, but a ship where the 
rulership of the Most High was acknowledged in public wor- 
ship and private devotion; and, above all, in the eare of its 
master for the best good of his men. 

A few extracts from his "sea-journal"— evidently meant 
for no eye but his own — give us a glimpse into the economy 
of the good ship, and of the good man's heart who command- 
ed her. These are not always cheerful extracts. They some- 
times reveal conflict; but is tlio real hero one who has no 
warfai-e? 
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Sotember 39, 1849.—" Carried all studding-sails and royals fri>m tlie time 
the pilot left us. Vessel beliaving as well as a frigate ; perfectly easy 
in her roll and decks dry, although quite a heavy sea on. Officers and 
men contented and happy ; the latter believed to be more so flx)m having 
all of them stopped tiiefa' whisky-ration." 

Becemiher i, 1849. — " Sea heavy, and vessel very uneasy. Thus far the 
passage has been exceedingly rough, except in crossing the Gulf Bti'eam. 
All the officers are eea-siok, and a great number of the men. Surgeon has 
been reading to me Weander's Church History. We have frequent con- 
versations on the subject of religion. This day have been twenty-seven 
years in the Navy." 



T 5, 1849.—" Presh galea and squalls. Carried sail very heav- 
ily to ascertain the qualities of the brig, which stood up uncommonly 
well under a lai^e press. Toward night close-reefed the top-sails. From 
eight to twelve, very heavy sea, with thunder, lightning, and rain. Vessel 
very uncomfortable all night; I did not get more than four hours' sleep, 
being on deck until after 1 A.M. My eyes suffer fi'om great exposure and 
watching." 

Deeember 0, 1849. — " Gale increasing and sea very heavy, but the brig 
exceedingly comfoi-tahlo under the circumstances; talces in a great deal 
of spray, but not as much sea as when the wind was ahead. At three called 
all hands on deck to witness punishment, when I was under the painful 
necessity of giving seaman twelve lashes with the cats for hav- 
ing gone below when it was his watch on deck. I said a few words to 
the crew in relation to duty, etc. Made eight inches of wat«r in one hour, 
which excited apprehension lest the leak might increase as fast aa the 
pumps could free her ; but after midnight the gale abated and Uie leak 
diminished, showing it to have been in a measure produced by the heavy 
weather." 

jyeeemher 16, 1849, — " I read divine service to all hands, during which 
time a'quantity of spray came over mc, and the wind was so fresh that I 
was obliged to read very loud," 

31, 1849.—" Clunate affecting my eyes, and debilitating the 



Hosted byGoogle 



Private J-ournal. gi 

January 1, 1850. Porto Praya. — "A new year has commenced. Maj 
God forgive, for his Son's sake, all my sins, and grant me his continual 
presence during the year to come. One year ago an illness of the most 
painful and dangerous character confined me to my bed for five months. 
Now the next five months are to be spent in a most tmhealthy climate in 
the moat imlieidtliy season." 

Jamim-y 8, 1850. — " On Sunday I had one of my severe headaches. I 
was in consequence unable to read the service, although I had invited 
several officers from the flag-ahip to be present," 

January IS, 1850. At sea. — " Pound bottom in one hundred fathoms. 
The master had the morning watch, and ought to have reported the dis- 
coloration of the water; but he is ill-qualifled to perform hia duty (espe- 
cially in taking reckoning), which imposes a severe tax upon my eyes. 
Carried away, or pai-ted, the lead-line, which was an old one, and the 
only deep-sea lice we have, except one much smaller of sisty fathoms. 
We were fitted out miserably in Norfolk. The master and passed mid- 
shipman differed much in their reckoning. Found we were fai-ther east 
than I had anticipated. Spent an ansious and uncomfortable day. Such 
a command is no sinecure. Ah ! this life in its most enviable state satis- 
fies not the soul. May God enable me in faith to look to him for help in 
all things. 

" This is the anniversary of my dear mother's death. I have not dwelt 
much upon it, as my mind has been necessarily occupied with the vessel. 
She was a lovely character, and her life was a labor of love. How blessed 
and happy she is now— how enviable her state compared with minel 
If our friends who are gone look down upon us, I trust that her smiles 
may encourage me in tlie path of duty. I may lose this vessel and lose 
much of my professional reputarion, or I may succeed in taking slavers, 
and do humanity some service; but, with the exception of doing good 
to my ftllow-men, of how little value is every thing in this life. May 
God make me to live near him from love to him." 

January 14, 1850.^" Yesterday, Snnday, we tiad service, when I I'ead 
a sermon by Rev. Sydney Smith on ' Self-examination.' The day was 
warm, but not oppressive. All was quiet, and I hope it was a profitable 
Sunday for me. This morning, in fact during the night, the weather was 
unsettled; but having seen so much thunder and lightning and heavy 
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rain so near the equator, I thought but little of it. At eight, going on 
deck in Lieutenant Rush's watch, I saw ahead a dark, iigly looking cloud, 
with the arch just above the horizon, denoting a tornado. By the time 
we could get studding-aaila ajid ail sail in it struck us— blew heavily, but 
rained more so, with the heaviest peals of thunder and more vivid forks 
of lightning than are ever seen out of the tropics, away fi'om Africa. 
The weather prevented oor taking observation ; for which we were very 
sori7, as we are so near Cape Ann Shoals. Accomplished nothing more 
than looking out for the vessels." 



1850.— "My views are not canied out. While the greater 
part of the officers are ready to sustain me, and do all in their power to 
render the vessel effective, and all hands comfortable and happy, a iew 
aie adverse and derange every thing ; and this, added to the intolerable 
climate, makes the situation unenviable. I am determined, however, to 
carry out my own system where I command." 

F^iiary 37, 1850. — " Progressing favorably, and much relieved in re- 
lation to the passage ; but veiy anxious about the coast, as we are in want 
of proper charts, and have to mn in close to examine all places wliere 
there are slavers." 

A-pr^ 3, 1850. — "I am quite ill with lumbago and fever. I write this- 
as I may not be able to write any thing more, for I feel that my health is 
failing me. I have had too much excitement of late; butlti-nstin God, 
if it is his will that I die in this foreign land or at sea. I have ti'ied to 
act well my part, but fear that as a follower of the Lord I have been sadly 
remiss; still,! cling to him." 

^pri;5,1850.—"Iwent out in chase of a vessel, passed the C^cZops, and 
stood for an American brig ; flred two guns, not shotted ; but on kept the 
trader till I overhauled and boarded him. He was from Kew London 
loaded with Yankee notions. The English steamer "Pluto attempted to 
cut oif the chase for us, but our boats had reached her. Thus we have 
caught eveiy thing which we have seen." 

May 26, 1850.—" Some days since my pdus were so excessive that I lit- 
erally gave up and took to my bed. The doctor admmistered quinine 
and blisters. I have obtained no reUef for many days, but I have stiU 
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exercised in bed the duties of captain. I feel satisfied tiiat God does for 
US better than we could do for ourselYes. My illness and disappoint- 
ments have had a good effect upon me in a spiritual sense." 

Jime 17, 1850.—" I mshed to remain in port but four days ; and, going 
into mj old business of fiist lieutenant, I had upward of three thousand 
gallons of water brought on board, ship painted, and rigging overhaiUed 
on the fourth day. Double the work in half the time was performed by the 
vessel's oiBcers and men, who were reduced nearly one half on account of 
captures, showing how effective my system is compared with the driving 
system adopted by one of the flret lieutenants. I shall m future insist 
upon my own system being followed. The MojrQui produced quite a sen- 
sation here. Our men did not tast« a drop of liquor, but all behaved like 
good men. Hon. Captain Hastmgs, of the Oydo^, called on me, and 
congratulated me on taking a big prize, and said ; ' I am delighted ; it is 
the heaviest blow given to the slave-tradere smce I have been on the 
coast.' He thought the moral effect upon Brazilian and American slave- 
traderg, of my having sent all hands to America, would be great. I 
cruised off Ambriz for a day or two, and was boai'ded by the captain of 
H. M. steamer PluU, with whom I had an hour's pleasant chat. My health 
is improvmg physically, and I pray it may be spiritually also." 

/WJM 28, 1850,— "Employed in getting up cappings, whipping haws- 
ers, etc. Am contented and happy— tlie doctor reading to me Neander. 
Lumbago worse than usual to-day, but health and sphifa, thank God, 
much better. All bands are happy, and brig efficient" 

Jv^ 33, 1850.—" On the moraing of the 3d of July, at half-past three 
o'clock, I was called and informed that a vessel was standing down for 
lis. I at once sent word to the officer of the deck to clear away the bat- 
tery and send the men to the guns. While dressing I heard a musket 
flre, and at once ordered a return fire. The brig passed our stem, when 
we exchanged names and a few words in a courteous manner. I felt s& 
if the commandei.- of the other vessel, having fired first (although we re- 
turned it), ought to have explained himself; and, on i-eflection, concluded 
to go after him for the purpose of demanding an explanation. I proceeded 
to Benguela, and remained two days, and then sailed for the Flying Fkli, 
the name of H. M. brig for which I was in search. We spoke the Watei- 
Witch, and were told that she was cruising but a sboi-t distance to the 
G 
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nortliward. Had oar guns all cast loose ready for firing, and cruised for 
the vessel two or three days, when I was informed by the captain of the 
brig ^ that he had relieved the Vl/yi%g Fkli, and that she had gone 
north of the equator. I then proceeded to Ambriz ; and supposing that 
the Flying Msh had really gone north, I wrote the following letter to her 
captain, which I read to Hon. Captain Hastings, and requited hhn to for- 
ward it to Captain Paty; 

" ' Sib, — On the morning of the 3d of July, as you approached us, a 
musket was fired from the brig under your command, which was returned 
by a similar fire from this vessel. 

" ' I regarded the occunence as a mistake on your part arising from the 
obscurity of the night, and supposed that you would avail yourself of the 
earliest opportunity to explain it. 

" ' Subsequently, as the vessels passed each other, jou made uo offer of 



'"I therefore now call upon you for an apology, explaining the ciroum- 
atances which led to your exceptionable coui^e towai'd a national vessel 
of the United States.' 

"Captain Hastings informed me that Captain Paty was cruising but a 
short distance to the northward, and I could see him myself. He asked 
me if Commander Paty flied after I did. I told him no ; if he had, I , 
would have opened our battery upon him. I then left Captain Hastings 
and cruised for the Flying Mah several days, and at length fell in with 
the object of my search. I sent the purser, Mi'.Watmowgh, on board to ask 
an apology and an explanation, telling him if it were not promptly made, 
to hand my letter to Commander Paty. The commander, on receiving 
Mr.W., at once expressed his regrets that he had flred fii-st, and said he 
would go on board and see Captain Foote, which he did ; and in my cabin 
apologized fully, and stated that as we had accidentally come up in the 
wind and were going round, he thought we were tiying to get clear of 
him ; and, suspecting that we were a slaver, flred to bring us to, and he 
stopped when we fired. He said all tliat he could have said, and fully 
satisfied me that he regretted the affair, and was ready to make any amend 
in his power; and this, together with our having returned his musket-fire, 
satisfied mo." 

September 38, 1850.^" One year ago ti>-daj I was ordered to the com- 
mand of the Frn'ry. Much has been endured and accomplished. I do 
not regret having accepted the command ; still no one can imagine what 
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I liaTe been throagh. In God may my tnist be for giudance ; and I 
■ hope, if it be liia will, that on the next anniversai-y I shall be at home 
with those 1 most love." 

Juhj 14,1851. — "Our men, or at least a large part of them, wish to 
iiaye their grog on account of their bad treatment for hard aemce and 
good conduct, and the officers also are in a great state of excitement and 
indignation. In fact, if we had done nothing we should have fered bet- 
ter. But I am satisfied to go without credit, as I did not act on that prin- 
ciple, hut a higher one. 

" After staying ten days at Porto Praya, I took the store-keeper aboard, 
who was almost dead with fever, and sailed for Madeira. I ran thi'ough 
the islands some distance, and went near the wreck of the TaeMoim. 
We beat some six or eight vessels in sailing. I feel jaded, worn out, dis- 
heartened, and traly ' tiled; sad, and weary.' Ob, I am glad that nearly 
forty-five yeai-s of my life have passed. God grant that I may be prepared 
for a better world." 

' -S^jfemfer 17, 1851. — " I feel great relief on the dark blue sea, away irom 
the sultry coast of Africa, its dangerons reefs and pestilential vapors." 

Octoher 25, 1851. — "Last night at sunset saw nine islands, one of them 
one hundred and ten miles distant. The atmosphere was perfectly clear 
-.™pl.e, 



1851. — " Thus adieu to the coast of Africa. I hope from, 
my heai-t to realize the goodness of our heavenly Father in directing me 
thus fer in my course of duty. I shall never perhaps in life be called 
upon to act again so responsible a part on my own judgment." 

These extracts miglit be multiplied. In their groanings and 
bitter cries they show the man's inmost spirit. They prove 
him to be jealous of his country's honor, but noble withal— 

"As the flint beara fire, 
Wliich much enforced shows a hasty spark, 
And straight is cold again." 

They prove him indomitable in sickness, in weariness, in the in- 
competence and opposition of snbordiimtcs, in every difficulty, 
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peril, and discouragement He bad a " system," and he carried 
it out. He had principles, and he stuok to them " off sound- 
ings." He might have erred in over-zeal, but never in coward- 
ly laxnesa. These extracts prove him to be a first-rate seaman 
and a most energetic commander. They prove, more than all, 
that his motives were high and unselfish. He loved the repu- 
tation of doing a great deed ; be was vividly sensible to the 
fame it brought, but duty was deeper with him than fame ; and 
from the manner in which be ever afterwai-d spoke of and dwelt 
upon this African service, it was evidently the thing that gave 
him most pleasure in life. He had done some good. He bad 
aided the cause of humanity. He had " let the oppressed 
go free." And however the approval of his snpeiiors in rank 
caused him lively gj-atiiication, and however raucli be enjoyed 
the public praise which he had deservedly won, he cheiished 
more than all the simple thought that he bad done his duty to 
bis Master, and wrought deliverance for hie suffering poor. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

LITKKARY LABORS. 

The beginning of tlie year 1852 found Lieutenant Foote at 
home wit!i his family in New Haven ; and for a period of more 
than fonr years he remained ashore, being the longest time up 
to tliat date that he had spent on land since he had been in the 
service. It was a time of general inactivity in naval matters, 
disturbed only by a little breeze now and then on the fishery 
question, but not enough to produce a serious movement in the 
way of naval prepai-ation or reform. Congress had an eco- 
nomical fit ; there was mneh talk about reducing the Kavy, 
naval boards and bureaus were cut down, salaaies of officers 
■were discussed, and promotion was slow. Under these circum- 
stances the active mind of Foote sought employment in writ- 
ing, and in lecturing to public bodies upon temperance and 
kindred themes. His old friend Oommodoi-e Smith thus writes 
to him : " I congi-atnlate you on your success in your lecture. 
Being perfectly familiar with the subject, your genius had full 
scope. No doubt while on the way you made good prepara- 
tion for the meeting; in traveling one has time to clmrge his 
battery for the occasion. You conld tell the old Jacks how 
the high officials who legislate for them are disposed to kill 
King Alcohol." The following is tlie ne\vspaper report of this, 
or of a similar lecture : 

" Captain A. H. Foote, of the Umted States Navy, apologi^icd for hia 
lack of prepai-atiou for speaking. 

" He sketched the character of seamen in the Navy, as affected by various 
causes under Lis own observation. He remembered when every aeamaii 
was allowed a half-pint of whisky, and he himself proposed the reduc- 
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tion of the allowance to one gill, which was at last effected, and money 
being paid in pla«e of grog to such as did not draw it, the amount con- 
sumed became much reduced. The greatest barrier to the improvement 
of the moral and spiritual condition of the sailor was intemperance. 
That sailora would not work without their grog was a great mistake. 
He had had command in ten vessels of war : for the first sis there 
were no religiona services, and they had the 'liquor-rations;' m the re- 
mainder they had religious services, and in two of them every man had 
voluntarily given up his rations of spirits. There were not better or- 
ganized or nioi-e orderly and efficient ci-ews on the ocean. He regretted 
that while merchantmen were doing away with tlie giog allowance, our 
government continues to deal out intoxicating thinks to sailors in its em- 
ploy, and he called upon the press to present the condition of aflaiis in 
the strongest light possible." 

The following ia also a newspaper report of a lecture he 
delivered before the American Colonization Society : 

" Captain Foote of the United States Navy then addressed the audience at 
length, stating what he knew of Liberia, from having visited it and spent 
considerable time there and on the coast of Aftica, He spoke highly of 
President Roberts, and said that when he was in Washington the President 
SBked him how President Roberts succeeded ; and he was about to say, 
in reply, as weU as any president ; but he thought that would institute 
too direct a comparison, and he therefore said as well as governors gen- 
erally. The trade of Liberia amounts to half a million annually. No 
white man is eligible to office there. Iron ore ia tbund at a distance of 
twenty miles from the coast in abundance, which is malleable without 
smelting. The climate is healthy for blacks, and the state of morals such 
that on one occasion, a short time ance, while walking home from church 
in the city of New Haven in company with a gentleman who had spent 
some time in Liberia, his friend remarked that he knew uo place where 
the Sabbath was so well observed as it was in New Haven, except at 
Monrovia, in Liberia, He visited President Eoberts often, and had seen 
the whole people in their various avocations, and he was struck with the 
great change which they exhibit for the better. There is no pei'son whom 
he would more cordially welcome fo his hospitality and home than Pres- 
ident Roberts. He spoke of the interest Great Britain had taken in the 
colony, and of the fact that its independence has been acknowledged by 
her as well as by France, Prussia, and Bradl, wliile we refuse still to ac- 
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knowledge it. He thougkt that the aquaclrons which our governmeut 
kept Oil the coast had done much good, and should be continued there. 
Colonization had destroyed the elave-trade for five hiaidred miles. The 
English are acting in good iaith in keeping their squadrons on the coast. 
Colonization and the keeping of an efficient coasting squadron must go 
together, in order to sustain Liberia and suppress the African slave- 

Prom a more elaborately written lecture upon Christian 
missions delivered dm-ing thia period, tliis extract is taken : 
" Such are the grounds, my fiiends, upon which I expressed 
the opinion that in a few years the Christian religion would 
rise upon the view of the heathen mind in India; and such 
also was the impression conveyed to me by the governor-gen- 
erai and several other officere of high intelligence." When we 
read the accounts of the progress of Christianity in India, and 
the enlarged and hopeful operations of Chi'istian missions in 
that vast peninsula ; and when we read, too, the words and 
doin^ of tlie disciples of the Brahrao Somaj, altliough their 
faith laclts the divine light, we feel that the prophecy of tliis 
earnest lover of Christ was not groundless, bnt that Christian 
ideas are penetrating the deepest thought of India, and that 
the popular heart must soon follow the lead of the higher in- 
telligence. Captain Foote was ti-ue to the cause of Christian 
missions, although he had seen their imperfections and dis- 
couragements, and was by no means backward in expressing 
liis criticisms ; hut he cast the whole weight of his inilnence 
in favor of tliis work, and the single-minded, faithf nl mission- 
ary of the Cross always knew where to look, while he was liv- 
ing, for a strong friend and champion of the good cause. 

During tliis period of liome life Captain Foote wrote the 
book to which reference has been made, entitled "Africa and 
the American Flag."* Tliis volume was dedicated to his true 

* Published by the Appletons of New York in 1854. 
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and loviijg friend Commodore Smitli, who ackii 
compliment in the following note : 



i- Yabds and Docks, Ma/y 13, 1854. 

"My deah Snt, — 1 received yoiu' book two days since, and was sensi- 
bly struck with tlie Dedication, wliich I liad not anticipated. For this 
modest but kind manifestation ol' your fiieadsbip and regard for me, ac- 
cept my unfeigned acknowiedgmenla. 

" I have but cursorily run through the book. I pronounce it to be ex- 
cellent ia matter and arrangement. This to me will place you in high 
standing both in and oxit of the Navy. My kindest regards to your 
household, I am very truly yours, Joseph Smith. 

" Commander A. H. Foote, U. 8. Navy, i 
Naval Asylum, Philadelphia, Pa." t 

Commodore Smith's estimate of the work is in the main 
well sustained by the book itself.. Although Captain Foote's 
forte was not writing, but fighting, he succeeded in making a 
clearly methodized and valuable book, that intei-weaves in a 
quiet way the narrative of his own achievements on the Afri- 
can coast with much that is of general interest respecting 
Africa and the slave-trade, and that has been cited as authority 
from the bench of United States Courts. The following are 
some brief extracts from the many criticisms ind encomiums 
which the book brought forth from the prsss, and which are 
here introduced as bearing testimony to the pubhc estimation 
in which the author was held at tliat time ; 

" The work is written in excellent spirit, and in an unpretending style 
that does much credit to the author's good taste, while tlie religious re- 
gard for truth, and the liberality of sentiment manifest in every chapter, 
win the reader's confidence and esteem, A considerable portion of the 
volume is devoted to an account of the operaUons of the American Col- 
onization Society, and all who take an interest in the colonizarion cause 
will derive s3tiL,faction from the strongly favorable testimony which 
Commander Foote bears to the condition of Liberia as a nation,"* 

^ N.Y. Gommeiviid Advertiser. 
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" The speculations of the aiithor regarding the future of Africa are more 
cheering than those we are accastonied to hear, and as tliey are haaed on 
positiTe facts and investigations, they are not merely prophecies of a 
philanthropic heart, but conclusions of a logical mind."* 

" The American people may well be proud of their naval officers. Such 
men as Ingraham, Mauiy, Kane, Lynch, Foote, and othere who might be 
named, confer honor upon the flag under which they sail, and whicii 
tbeir gallantry is ever ready to protect. While looking after the interests 
of cominerce, they have proved themselves awaie to the interests of hu- 
manity ; and while familiar with the arts of war, they have shown them- 
selves equally fimiliar with the sciences hy which the horriira of war may 
1 e m t ate 1 o p e ented."t 

The etl no aph cal chapter in this work is worth the books of some 
a tho swem ^1 tnime. The poor despised Bushman, forming to himself 
w tl st 1 a dg S3 a lair among the low-spreading branches of a shnib, 
o nestl g at suns t in a shallow hoie amid the warm sands of the des- 
e t with w fe an 1 1 ttle ones, like a covey of birds, sheltered by some 
■agged heepsk ns ftom the dew of the clear sky, has an ancestral and 
nental lat onsh p to the builders ot the pyramids and the colossal tem- 
pi s of Egvpt ani to the artists who adorned them."t 

" It contains, in a compendious shape, a complete account of the conti- 
nent of Africa in all its relations to the United States, physical, commer- 
cial, polirical, and religious. The account of the active crufee in which 
Commander Foote was engaged for two years is full and circumatanrial 
— too much so, perhaps, for one wLo reads merely for amusement, but 
very satisfactory to one who wishes to get complete and reliable informa- 
tion on the important question touching the value of our African squadron. 
The book has been published in an evil hour for those who are design- 
ing, whether by a cowardly connivance or by open and direct sanction, 
to revive the African slave-trade ; but most opportunely for the cause of 
justice and philanthropy, and (we intend no irony) national honor and 
faitli. We agree with most of the criticisms upon the book which we 
have seen in commending its literary execution. Commander Foote'a 
style has a sailor-like simplicity, but is wanting neither in elegance nor 

* Grduvnis Magazine. t Philadelphia P>'eiiytiiiwn Bannei: 
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liveliness. Some of his ttescriptions, indeed, are full of hnmor aud quiet 
satire."* 

Lieutenant W. B. S. Porter, U. S. N., thus writes io a pri- 
vate letter : 

"I am surpiised at the amouat of information coiitwiieti in so small a 
compass, which at the some time forms a complete exposition of the de- 
vices oi the slave-trader for conducting the traific and escaping the vig- 
ilance of our ciniaers. If taken as a guide, it will relieve our command- 
era of many difiicnlties in their intercourse with suspected vessels under 
the American flag. The difficulty which our officers had was to interpret 
their instructions, which seemed contradictory ; hwt in your work they have 
the true spirit and the practical illustration of the conduct to be pursued." 

Commander Davis, U. S. N., writes : 

" To have brought out such a result from an African cruise, from which 
so many bring nothing, is a proof that your thoughts aud sympathies are 
expanded far beyond the narrow sphere of sliip duties — it is proof of an 
enlarged comprehension and an elevated spirit. Our old fiiendship gives 
me the right to praise you without the suspicion of flattery." 

A letter from the Eev. Geo. W. Eethune and a notice from 
the London Spectator are all we will add to these extracts. 
Dr. Bcthune eays : 

" Tour notice of Buchanan! is a just tribute to his worth. I luicw him 
well — better than any one else knew him — and he has never yet received 
•in estimation suiEriintlv high for a combination of admirable qnalities 
mingled with but few fitults You have coreectly estimated the diffi- 
culty and danger oi his actmg against the slavers, as he did without 
legal or any authonty and when he wm liable to extreme prosecution 
before any admiralty court The last night I saw Buchanan he hade me 
fereweU at midnight He came, he said, to state his difficulty and ask 
mv advice winch he said he was determined to follow, as to his a^um- 
iiig or not the ie=iponsi! ihti of seizing and pnmsbing slaveis. My answer 
WIS, ' Buchanan autlionty or no authority, if yon find a slaver on land 
01 on sei, SfoM htm d,'/ litgh' 

* The Nm-Eri^Jander. 

t Buchanan was one of tlic black founders and presidents of the colony 
of Liberia. 
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" He grasped my hand, looked me steadily in tlie face for at least a 
minute, and then, without a word, left me. I never saw him again ; birt 
among the earliest letters I had from him was one inclosing an account 
of the battle of the bai-iacoons, and these words, ' Deai' Dominie, I have 
blown him sky high.' 

"I thank you again for your capital licok, which is, I trust, design- 
ed for great usefulness," 

The opening and concludirg paragraphs of the critical arti- 
cle fi-om the London Spectator are these : 

" This qnaint-looking title indicates the contents of the TOlume exact- 
ly. The book contains a geographical and historical sketch of Africa, or 
rather of Negroland, aud an account of the doings of the American 
squadron on the slave-coast. It is the resnlt of much Aii-ican experi- 
ence, which infuses into the volume living knowledge, definite ideas, and 
a certain degree of vigor. * * * 

" Captain Foote lays it down broadly that unless the American squad- 
ron is efficiently kept up, the slave-ti'ade will become as active aa ever 
under the American flag. The best mode of proceeding is for a British and 
an American ship to sail together, so as always to be within easy commu- 
nication. In this way every thing can be overhauled : the American tak- 
ing vessels sailing under the American flag, the British those of her own 
or any other nation with which she has right-of-search treaties; for the 
Americans only meddle with then- own people. Indications frequently 
tnni up of the delicacy required in dealing with Ameiican vessels, from the 
difficulties springing from the techineas of their naval ofRcera, and the 
over-zeal of British officers, not always free from a desire to make prizes." 

It ia not necessary to speak further in detail of the book it- 
self, but only to say that, with some faults of repetition and of 
ambitiotisness of style, aud here and there of an appearance of 
its having been compiled rather than created, it is work well 
done— surprisingly well done — considering that its anthor had 
studied shif« and gnnnery more than making books; and it is 
a genuine and manly contribution to the literature of an im- 
portant subject from personal observation ; and when the 
names of those who have thought and suffered for Africa 
shall be gathered into a bright crown, the name of Andrew 
Hull Foote will not be forgotten. 
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We also find Commander Foote, in January, 1855, deliver- 
ing an address upon the " Ashbiirton Ti-eaty " and " Consular 
Sea-letters," which was afterward published in pamphlet form, 
and which gained him much credit aa a brief, forcible, and 
pointed argument setting fortti and suetaining these proposi- 
tions : lat. That our consuls abroad slioald not be allowed to 
give sea-letters, as they are called, to American vessels sold 
abroad, when such vessels are boiind to Afiiea. 2d. That the 
expense of our African sctnadron is not neai'ly so large as has 
been commonly repi"esented. 3d. That most beneficial results 
may be expected from a cordial co-operation between our own 
and British cruisei-a for the suppression of the slave-trade, and 
that in no other way can the disgraceful abuse of the American 
iiag be suppressed. 4th. That if any change in the Ashbnrton 
Treaty is to be made, it should he to alter the terms, so that in- 
stead of a stipulated number of gans to be kept by us upon that 
coast, we should employ a number of small steamers, as being 
much better adapted to that service ; but that in any case, treaty 
or no ti"eaty, a heaily co-operation with the British squadron is 
all important. 

It is needful that a word should be said in regard to the offi- 
cial rank and special professional services of Captain foote 
during this fonr years' period of life ashore, which interval 
appears to have been by no means uselessly spent when viewed 
in a purely professional light. In December (19) of 1853 
Lieutenant Foote was promoted to the j^ank of commander ; 
and in the year 185i (March 9) he was ordered to the Naval 
Asylnm in Philadelphia as executive officer under Commodore 
Storer, governor of the asylum, where he remained for fifteen 
months; and he is said to have introduced some valuable re- 
forms in the practical working and discipline of the institu- 
tion. In 1855 (June 20) he was appointed to a membei-ahip of 
the "Kaval Efficiency Board" at Washington, under Act of 
February 28th, 1855, together with Slmbridc, Perry, MeCow- 
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ley, Sti'ibling, Bigelow, Pendergrast, Missi'oon, Biiclianan, Du- 
pont, Barron, Godoii, Page, W. L. Maury, and Biddle. He at- 
tended to the duties of that office until he took command of 
the Portsmouth. Dnring all this time his correspondence in- 
dicate a desire for sea-service, although thei'e is abundant 
proof of his activity for good in the more quiet positions 
which for a time he then occupied. 

Hon. John A. Foote relates that he onee rather unexpectedly 
visited his brother while he was stationed at the Naval Asylum 
in Philadelphia, He was toid by the sentinel that at that hour 
Commander Foote was at hia regular weehly religions meet- 
ing. Before reaching the door of the apartment, he caught 
the voice of tlie speaker, and listened outside to hear what he 
was saying. He was speaking plainly and earnestly of the pe- 
culiar temptations of the sailor, and telling his audience tliat 
he himself was as a bi'and plucked from the burning ; but that 
happily there was room and time for repentance given to all, 
and that they who were now in this snug harbor had a most 
favorable opportunity for reformation. He closed his remai'ks 
with a fervent prayer. After the meeting, John walked into 
the room, and received from his brother a friendly but pretty 
severe blow for not letting himself be known, and was im- 
mediately introduced by the commander to the old tars as 
his brother from Ohio, who would deliver a temperance ad- 
dress to them that evening, to which superimposed appoints 
ment he was rigidly held. 

During all this comparatively long period of his slay on 
shore, Foote was not unobservant of public affairs, especially 
those that related to his own department, as may be seen from 
a sti'ong letter addressed by him in the winter of 1855 to 
Senators Seward, Clayton, Chase, and Sumner in regard to the 
" Kavy Efficiency Bill," protesting against this important meas- 
ure's being killed by amendments, and urging public men to 
their duty in this regard. 
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CRUISE OF THE " POETSMOUTII " ASD TAKINft OF THE " BARIilKK 
POETS." 

CoMMANDEi: FooTB received his appointment to the PorU- 
mozij^A— ordered to the East Iiadla station to join Commodore 
Armstrong's fleet— April 5, 1856. He was already fcired of 
life on shore, and Ipiiged to see blue water again. He liad 
applied for a Mediterranean station, but, fortunately for his 
naval reputation, a crmse involving more responsibibty and 
more arduous professional service was now opened to liim. 

The sloop-of-wai' Portsmouth was one of the finest vessels 
at that time in the American Navy. She was a ship of splen- 
did qualities, a very fast sailer, and with a new and heavy 
battery. 

In this " battery" of the Portsmouth, Dahlgren, who had 
already developed his talent for scientific gunnery, felt a spe- 
cial pride ; and we forestall the order of events a little to insert 
here a long letter addressed to Foote by Dahlgren upon the 
subject of ordnance, which, to professional men at least, will 
prove interesting : 

" Ohdnancg Office, WAsmMOToir, Januai-y 8, 1857. 

" My DEAit FooTE,— Tour letter from Hong-Kong came to me in good 
season, and I was much jjleased to hear that you made the trip out so 
satisfiM3torily. I had previously seen your lettera to the commodore and 
to the hureaua. From all, I infer that the new battery was so far an im- 
pi-ovement as to locate the burden most favorably ; for no ship, not even 
a clipper, could bowl off ten, eleven, twelve knots for days in siiccession, 
and reaeh even fom^een and a half, unless the weights she carried were 
right in quantity and place. Tlie complaining of the decks only proves 
that service and time had unfitted It for bearing tlic buiden in guns 
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which it liad always cairiecl to this time; and if renewed, as it should 
liave been, would not have complained. The other inconveniencea are 
not BO readily disposed of, for I fear the length of tlie giin is too much 
for the width, of deck, particularly in the gangways, where boats and 
spars are atowed. One foot hetween muzzle and side is necessary for a 
convenient recoil, and eighteen inches would be better atUl ; for the ac- 
tivity of the piece has been incoaveniently increased hy the use of 
Ugmim-vitiB tracks in lieu of ordinary ones ; it may yet be requisite to 
come to the shorter 8-inch (of 55 cwt.). The power of the battery is, 
however, unquestioned, aaid with a fair chance for the ship's fine sailing, 
she would be an ugly customei' for many larger ships. The results with 
the new ships are entirely satisfactory as regards the oidnance. The 
Meenmaek was well overhauled in England, and all accounts, private and 
puhUc, concur that the guns made much impression. Jones, who you 
know is a competent witness, says they 'were particularly admired, the 
naval and military men admitting that they were constructed on proper 
principles.' ' Soiiieliow or other it became known, that I knew some- 
thing of them, and repeated applications were made- for their dimen- 
sions, etc,' The Chief of Bureau also showed me a letter from Sir How- 
ard Douglas asking infoimation ofthem. The Kavy Department has 
finally recognized my seiTice in the matter, and in terms which are as 
complimentary as any one could desire. Still I have had to wait for 
many weary years, and when ^e Meeri/maek left the United States, it was 
not known beyond official circlesthat I Imd any particular concern in 
her battery; so that I am not chai^able with having obtruded myself 
on the public attention. Jones tells me that he had 'conversed with 
many of the officers who served actively in the late war, all of whom ex- 
press themselves very decidedly in favor of heavy calibres, though they 
differ as to the relative value of shot and shell. I should judge, howev- 
er, from the changes now taking place, that the shells are gaining favor; 
for instance, the Princess Soyal was jtist recommissioned, having been 
paid off only a few days before, and iier entire gun-deck battery is now 
composed of eight 66-pounder guns.' Before there were 33-pounders on 
that deck. There is, moreover, a marked sentiment growing up in En- 
gland favorable to heavy guna, and a disposition to rival us. In the Ex~ 
extent, Jones saw a long 68-pounder, of 95 cwt., mounted on a broaiMde 
carriage. ' Eighteen men worked it with as much ease as the crews of the 
other guns worked theirs.' He adds, 'Captain Peel, of the Shannon Itheir 
uew crack frigate), told me that iio had applied to have his main-deck 
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battery of 8-inch changed for them (68-poiindera, of 95 cwt.), gun 
for gun.' That ia going it heavy, and rather bluffs the notion of some 
of our own officers, who opposed even 9-iiich gima, on the ground 
that they were too heavy, and stictc to it still, though they weigh 9000 
pounds, and the English 68-poiiiider weighs 10,600 pounds, 'Prove 
ail things, and hold fast that which is good,' says the Book. Mr. Bull 
is stirred, however, as one woTdd judge, when our officers saw a gun 
manned in the SkceUmit by lieutenants; their zeal must be rampant. The 
spirit of inquii'y is clearly abroad, and we frequently meet persons sent 
here by other governments to take note of our progress. Lately I have 
beeu visited by a scientiflc officer from France and two from Russia, be- 
sides a commisaioa from England previously, and officer's irom Sweden, 
eto. These chaps ask to see every thing without apology, while they are 
precious particular to show nothing to those {few enough) whom we seud. 
Indeed, it is said that the Frencli Minister of War was rude to our com- 
mission, 

" The Meniimek was five weeks at Portsmouth, ten days at Brest, two 
weeks at Lisbon, and at the last accounts had reached Cadiz, whence she 
wiU come back by way of the West Indies. The Wahash gets along well. 
She has taken a relief to the St. Mary's, at the Istlunus, and will soon be 
in the United States with the old crew. I am told she is fast under sail. 
The othei' ships are gi-adnally being prepared for sea, and the Secretary 
told me that he would send one to the Pacific. Hudson is to command 
the Niagara, with Pennock as first; but the ship will hardly be ready 
before April— the steam is behindhand. The Trench eonsti'uctor who 
was here had esamined her closely, and told me that lie considered her 
strength ample. Our constructors say not I wonder who is right ! The 
death of Mr. Steel's was most deplorable ; a brief momeat sealed his plans 
and his hopes here forever. 

The Magam is now in dock to receive the propeller, and has been all 
in order for some months. I confess she pleases my eye, though officers 
generally are averse to her entirely. The difference comes of taking a 
different view of the subject. I agi-ee that she requires much to perfect 
her as a man-of-war, and no one officer of the Navy did more than my- 
self to remedy the deficiency of the battery, and the result was only pre- 
vented by the fact that the original plan had been too tar carried out to 
introduce an armament on the gim-deek. But I go beyond the short- 
comings of the Niagara herself, in order to consider how fai' her unques- 
tioned merits can be turned to account in building other ships. Present 
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notions do really proceed on the basis that clipper lines and clipper speed 
are incompatible with the caiTjing of a heavy battery. I have believed 
otherwise, with the proviso that the ends be not loaded with guns or 
other ireight. Now if the Niagara have the speed her huilder cliumed, 
and wDl preserve her foim as well as other ships, the main point is set^ 
tied, and any carpenter can raise her gun-deck and pierce ports when 
the course of service takes the repair so low. With thirty 9 -inch 
guns below, and the twelve 11-inch above, she will have a broadside of 
3000 pounds — nearly equal in weight, and superior in all else to any 
three-decker in the British Navy. It is, indeed, to be regretted that the 
stiff-neckedness of Navy constructors have forced us outside to solve the 
problem; but so it is, and officers must take a comprehensive view of 
the subject, and not admire the Niaga/ra for her single deck of heavy 
guns, nor condemn her for the want of the lower tier. The true question 
is elsewhere ; and had Steers lived, no one wonld have taken the lesson 
more aptly, for the man whose seemid sailing-ship was the Niagara must 
have been of no ordinary stamp. 

" I have now to tell you somewhat of the Ph/matith. In course of last 
summer the Secretary decided to assign her to nie as an ordnaaice ship, 
and she came up here in October as soon as the midshipmen were land- 
ed. I am to have a fair sweep, and have begun. The hght deck is 
to remain, and the new battery is to he four 9-inch guns and one of 
11 inches on pivot, giving a broadside of 379 pounds, or one fourth 
less than before in weight thrown, but much superior in all else. The 
third, flith, and eighth ports are occupied, which removes the weight 
of four 83-pounders forwai'd, and of six abaft. Weight of guns and car- 
riages thirty tons, or just one half that formerly carried. Kow if the in- 
novations of the Portsmouth have stirred the waters, what may be said of 
the PlymmitA f It has to go for all that. As things now look, it will be 
May before I get into the broad Atlantic, and then — good luck, I hope. 
The folks are pujaled, probably, that a man with a snug berth should 
insist on pushing out to sea, when he is not asked to do so. Even the 
Chief of Bureau thinks the anchoi's ought to be down ; but I would never 
be content to aha below the mark, and if I am to manage the crait she 
must take her tour of sea duty. Then I am asked, ' Well, wJuit are you 
going to do? To which the inswer is 'I will tell jou when I come in,' 
I wish you were nearer — withm visiting distance, but I shall not cross 
the line * 1- 1- Thi Senite lull tc oveihaul the ictired list has been re- 
prrtfd M the H isc C jmmittee mheied I ut tMll hut i hard fight to 
II 
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get through. Tom Turner is woefullj exercised, and wrote to me to stop 
it right off, instead of voyaging this way and stopping it himaelC Very 
easy to encour^e others, as waa done l>efore at long range. Let each 
man take his trick, and Jupiter may help the concern. 

"/«n«oTy 13.— Wei!, the bill was taken up yesterday, and so far ft^om 
a hard flght, as I expected, it passed off-hand by a vote of three to one. 
Its details I am not acquainted with, but I believe it offers a court of in- 
quiry to any of the retired who may apply. Whatever may be thought 
of the Efficiency Bill itself, or of its amendment, there can be little doubt 
that Congress is entirely unfit to deal with the question. First they in- 
sisted on a moat extreme clause (that of dropping) as a iim qm. nm, and 
now tliey wheel right about and eat dirt, as the Turk says. The flna! 
effect, as matters now stand, will he the gain for the aoace of those who 
have actually fingered the pai'chment; those who have not, may hug the 
hope of some fliture reform. 

" The disposition of ships in our own waters, or soon to return, are : 
Merrimack, on the way home from Cadiz through the West Indies; TTo- 
iosA, just in New York from the Isthmus — flag-ship of home squadron; 
Boamle, nearly reaJy for sea Colmado about the summer; Niagara, in 
the spring Mmnes'>fa,^en\, to Philadelphia by her own st«am, to be 
coppered— nit to go to sei till aftei the otheis, FranUin, not yet 
launched j Pmhatan refitted with new ordnance (9 iBch and 11-inch), 
at Norfolk neailv ready Cumberhnd razeed to carry 9 inch and 10-inch, 
progressing at Beaton. It is supposed that the Ten Sloop Bill will pass 
the house, in which case we ought to look for something fine. The new 
French frigates are not so large as ours, with batteries as usual, and 
a great increase of steam-power; they talk of twelve knots. The 
English, too, are on the lookout ; but as there is no war, will probably 
feel the way well before going in too largely. 

" January 31.— Afler an unusual scarcity of snow, it has come down with 
a vengeance, as the paper says— twelve inches on the level, and three feet 
in drifts. Pleasant news from Wc^iaeh: yards square, ship rolling, the 
muzzles on gun-deck under— cast loose, and practiced. Captain and 
first lieutenant report that the 9-inch guns were perfectly under con- 
trol, though the sea washed in on the deck and wet the cartridges 
while loading. So another bugbear is disposed of, and it is ascertained 
that guns of this weight on bi-oadside carriages are not unmanageable, 
as the growlers would have it. Pm- contra, a fall parted while setting up 
lower rigging in heavy weather; killed one man, and hurt several others 
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notions do really proceed on the basis that clipper lines and clipper speed 
are incompatible with the carrying of a heavy battery. I have believed 
otherwise, with the proviso that the ends be not loaded "with guns or 
other iireight. Now if the Niagara have the speed her builder claimed, 
and will preseiTe her form as well as other ships the mim j-Oint is set- 
tled, and any carpenter can raise her gun deck an 1 pierce ports when 
the course of service takes the repair so low With thirty 9 inch 
guns below, and the twelve ll-inc!i above she wiU have a broadside of 
3000 pounds— nearly equal in weight, and lupeiior m all else to any 
three-decker in the British Navy, It is, indeed t> be regretted that the 
stiff-neckedness of Navy constrnctors have foiced us outride to solve the 
problem; but so it is, and officers must take a comprehensive view of 
the subject, and not admire the Siagaira foi hei sm^le deck of heavy 
guns, nor condemn her for the want of the lower tier The true question 
is elsewhere ; and had Steers lived no one would have taken the lesson 
more aptly, foi the man whose seamd saihng-ship was the Magara must 
have been of no ordmaiy stamp 

"I have now to tell you somewhat of the Ph/miwtJt In course of list 
summer the Secretarv decided to assign hei to me is an ordnante Rhip 
and she came up here in October a'l soon ai the midshipmen weie land 
ed. I am to ha^e a fini sweep and ha^e bi,gun The light deck is 
to remim and the new lattery is to be four 9 mch guns and oni of 
11 inches on pivot giving a broadside ot 3"!) pounds oi one fouith 
less thin befoie in weight thrown, but much superior in all else The 
third, fifth, and eighth poits aie occupied which removes the weight 
of fom 83-poundei3 forwaid and of sijl abaft Weight of ^uns ind tar 
riages thirty tons, or just one half that formerly carried. Now if the in- 
novations o{ the Port»jiwuth have stirred the waters, what may be said of 
the Plymmifk f It has to go for all that. As things now look, it will be 
May before I get into the broad Atlantic, and then— good luck, I hope. 
The folks are puzzled, probably, that a man with a snug berth should 
insist on pushing out to sea, when he is not asked to do so. Even the 
Chief of Bureau, thinks the anchors pught to be down ; but I would never 
be content to aim below the mark, and if I am to manage the ci-aft she . 
must take her tour of sea duty. Then I am asked, ' Well, -akat are you 
going to do?' To which the answer is, 'I will tell you when I come in,' 
I wish you were nearer — within visiting distance; but I shall not cro^ 
the line. * + * The Senate bill to overhaul the retired list has been re- 
ported by the House Committee unaltered, but will have a hard flght to 

H 
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get through. Tom Turner is woefuUj exerciseii, and wrote to me to stop 
it right off, instead of voyaging thb way and stopping it himself. Very 
easy to encourage others, aa waa done l>efore at long range. Let each 
man take hiiS tricli, and Jupiter may lielp the concern. 

"Januwry 13. — Wei!, the bill waa talten up yesterday, and so far from 
a hard fight, as I expected, it passed off-hand by a vote of three to one. 
Its details I am not acquainted with, but I believe it offers a court of in- 
quiry to any of the retired who may apply. "Whatever may be thought 
of the Efficiency Bill itself, ov of its amendment, there can be little doubt 
that Congress is entirely unfit to deal with the question. First they in- 
sisted on a most extreme clause (that of dropping) aa a dne ^m non, and 
now they wheel right about and eat dirt, as the Turt says. The final 
effect, as matters now stand, will he the gain for the nonce of those who 
have actually fingered the parchment; those who have not, may hug the 
hope of some fiiture reform. 

" The disposition of ships in our own waters, or soon to return, are : 
MerHmaek, on the way home fl-om Cadiz through the West Indies ; Wa- 
haah, just in New York irom the Isthmus— flag-sliip of home squadron ; 
Soanoie, nearly ready for sea CoJo) Ao abmt the summer; Niagara, in 
the spring Mmrtsota went to Philadelphia by her own steam, to be 
coppered— not to go to lea till aitpr the others ^(mkUn, not yet 
launched; PvwAatan refitted with new ordnante (9 inch and 11-inch), 
at Norfolk neaily reidy Qumberland razeed to c<tiiy B inch and 10-inch, 
progressing at Boston. It is supposed that the Ten Sloop Bill will pass 
the house, in which case we ought to look for something fine. The new 
French frigates are not so large as ours, with batteries as usual, and 
a great increase of steam-power; they talk of twelve knots. The 
English, too, are on the lookout; but as there is no war, will probably 
feel the way well before going in too largely. 

" Jan-mry 31.— Aiter an unusual scarcity of snow, it has come down with 
a vengeance, as the paper says- twelve inches on the level, and three feet 
in di-ifts. Pleasant news from WdKmh: yards square, ship rollmg, the 
muzzles on gun-deck under— cast loose, and practiced. Captain and 
first lieutenant report that the 9-inch guns were perfectly under con- 
trol, though the sea washed in on the deck and wet the cartridges 
while loading. So another bugbear is disposed of, and it is ascertained 
that guns of this weight on broadside carriages are not unmanageable, 
as the growlers would have it. Per eonira, a fall parted while setting up 
loiver rigging in heavy weather; killed one man, and hurt several others 
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—captain among tliem. I wonder that the growlers are not opposed to 
lower ligging. When aew, it is apt to stretch, and if a ship is caught in 
a gale, and setting up has to be done, why some accident is fomMe. 
Many applications from the retired list have been made, and there is 
much speculation as to results. Some supposed that but few would 
apply, and that fewer will return ; othei's are of the opposite notion. 
The Secretary is said to be busy in arranging the programme. 

" The steamer just in at Halifax telegraphs news of the British attack 
on Canton, and saya also that the Pwtmmuth has been filibustering, which 
I deny, of course, as you were even opposed to the annexation of Texas. 
However, they will let you off, if you have made good gunnery. And, 
my good fiiend, you have the best evidence in my power that I often 
think of you. Such a document as a letter of seven pages from me is 
certainly not extant. Write when you can, and believe me that my best 
wishes for health and prosperity ever attend you. 

" Sincei'cly and warmly your fi'iend, 

" J. A. Dajilgren. 

" P. S.— I forgot to say that your kind arrangement for some of the 
books will be borne in mind— in case I should be driven to the necessity 
of looking to dolhrs and cent's ■ but I hope that they will reach the offl 
cers wtth)ut cost to them Much to mv annoyance cou'rtiint attention 
to other iff-iu than my own has emhomssed me Each book has 
taxed my pocket more or less while th^ number tiken and price paid 
liy Uncle '51m IS but t partial rehef However the book is omplete 
and wil! sr on be in the bmders hands the size of page 11 ei^ual to that 
of Douglas's ' Gunnery,' and the number about 450. 

" I am much pleased to hear that Mr. Simpson has a turn for gunnei7, 
and I should like much if he were disengaged and near the Plymmth. 
My best regards to all the officers of the P." 

To retnm now to the narrative of the actual cruise of the 
PorUmouth. That vessel sailed from Norfolk, Virginia, May 
4, 1S56 ; and after a passage of ninety-iive days, in which she 
encountered heavy gales, reached Batavia, where the officers 
were most hospitably entertained by the Dutch authorities and 
people. Fi-om Batavia the PoHmnoidli proceeded directly to 
Hong-Kong, and remained there for a montli or so ; then, from 
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the fact of not finding Commodore Armsti-ong at that port, 
and also from the fact of a difficulty having arisen between 
the English and Chinese (on account of the contemptuous 
treatment of the British flag), which threatened to result in 
war, Commander I'ooto took his ship up the Canton Eiver to 
Whampoa. While at IIong-Kong, Captain Foote had a cor- 
respondence with Sir John Bowriiig in regard to the sum- 
mary trial of an American seaman by British antliorities, 
which, however, needs no further notice. 

These were troublous times in the Chinese waters ; but, as 
a proof of the disposition of our officers to avoid difficulty with 
the Chinese in the war which had already sprung up between 
them and the English, the following circular, issued by Com- 
mandei- Foote, may be adduced : 

" The undersigned has been infoiined that the American flag was this 
day borne on the walls of Canton through the breach eflected by the 
British naval forces. This unauthorized act is wholly disavowed by the 
undersigned, in order that it may not be regarded as compromising ia 
the least degree the neutrality of the United States. 

" The United States naval forces are here for the special protection of 
American interests ; and the display of th.e American flag in any other 
connection is hereby forbidden. 

"AsDBEW H. Foote, 
" Senior Officer, commanding U, S, Naval Forces at Canton. 

" Canton, (WoW 39, 1856." 

On arriving at Whampoa, Commander Eoote, in view of the 
unsettled state of affaire, at once organized a force of eighty 
men into companies, and established and fortified posts in 
Canton in a manner best fitted to protect the lives and prop- 
erty of American residents of that city. He was also enabled 
incidentally to afford aid and protection to French residents, 
for which he was formally thanked by the French Charge 
(T Affaires at Macao. He issued an order to American senti- 
nels to avoid fii-iiig upon the Chinese except when directly ae- 
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sailed ; and lie enjoined upon all under his command sernpu- 
louely to keep the peace. He seems, indeed, to have done 
what he could to prevent Americans from being drawn into 
the English and Chinese imbroglio, altliough fighting was go- 
ing on all around him, and his own ship was endangered from 
flying shots and combustibles; and thus for three weeks he 
preserved an armed neutrality, and protected American inter- 
ests. In the mean time Commodore Armstrong had anived at 
Hong-Kong from Shang-Hai'. In order to avoid tlie danger 
of compromising our neutrality, the commodore ordered the 
removal of the American force from the city of Canton. To 
expedite these arrangements, Commander Foote was actively 
engaged ; and on one occasion, while retiu'uing from Canton 
to the 8(Mi Jadnto, then lying at Whampoa, his boat was fired 
upon by the Chinese, which uncalled-for and outrageous act 
resulted in the capture and destmction of the Chinese "Bar- 
rier Forts" in the Canton River. A detailed though modest 
account of this affair, in which the fiery bravery and military 
skill of Commander Foote were so conspicuous, is given in his 
own words in an official report to his commanding officer. It 
contains some unimportant particulars, but wo have preferred 
to give the whole letter on account of its intrinsic interest to 
American readers ; 

"United States Ship ' Portsmotith,' ) 

Off the 'BaiTier Forts,' near Canton, JViia. 26, 1856. f 

" Sir, — Agreeably to your orders of the ISth instant to return to Can- 
ton and resume my duties in command of the force plaeed there for the 
protection of American residents in their persons and property, I pro- 
ceeded the same day, with one of our boats, in company with Lieutenant 
Macomb of this ship, Assistant-Sm'geon Gibson of the ienani, and Messrs. 
Stui^is and Macy of Canton, for the purpose of directing Commander 
Smith to return and take his ship (the Leeant) to that city, preparatory 
to the withdra'tral of our force from the foreign factories. 

" When within point-blank range of the fort commanding the passage, 
a shot was fired, which fell a short distance fi'om the boat ; this was soon 
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followed by another, wliich. sti'uck still nearer the boat, and ricochett«d 
iar beyond it — Mr. Sturgis in tlie mean time waying the flog that it might 
be fully displayed and I firing my revolver toward the fort and giving 
the Older to puUaviay We soin piiiei ! eyond I'ange of the fort, anl 



1 




^ . M I \ii 



at Mil 



when within two hundred yaida of the next it opened upon us with 
two successive dischaigea of round shot and „rape which tell thick 
and iast around us one ot them Btiikm^ the watei within twc blades of 
the oars ; the last discharge was made after the boat's head was turned 
toward the ship, I then retnrned and reported the occurrence verbally 

"As the removal of this ship and the Lemnt to this place was under 
your own orders and personal supervision, and as you yourself were an 
eye-witness of the cannonading between the PortmumOi, and the foits on 
Sunday, the 16th instant, it is unnecessary in this report to make further 
allnsion to those events. 

"During the day succeeding your departure to Whampoa, the two 
ships were in position to open upon the forts on the recommencement of 
active hostilities, on the part of the enemy— although the narrow channel 
and strong tide renderedit necessary to move them abreast of, instead of 
in a line with each other. 

"Your last communication of the 19th instant contained the following 
clause : 

" 'I am glad to hear that you are at this instant strong enough to ac- 
COmpUsh any thing I may direct ; and although, pending negotiation, I 
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do not wish, to take aggresaive steps without a sufflcicDt cause, yet I re- 
peat my wish to have the enemy prevented from increasing his means of 
defense or assault, in the most expedient and efficient manner your judg- 
ment and means may warrant, even though you may be led to the cap- 
ture of the forts.' 

'' Aa there were no other means in my power effectually to prevent the 
enemy from strengthening his defenses, I immediately detei-mined to 
storm his forts, and would have done so the same evening if it had been 
possible to complete the necesaaiy arrangements before dark. 

" At 6.80 on the morning of the 30th instant, both ships being in posi- 
tion and in all respects ready for action, we beat to quarters, and simul- 
taneously opened on the two nearest forts. After an interval of five min- 
utes the fire was briskly returned until 7.45, when it materially slackened. 
The storming-party, consisting of two hundred and eighty-seven persons 
— ofiiceis, seamen, and marines— with four howitzers, commanded by my- 
self— Commanders Bell and Smith leading respectively detachments from 
the San JadntfO and Levant — then left the ships, and pulled in three col- 
umns for the shore. The company of marines was moat efficiently led 
by Captain Simms. While lauding, Louis Hetzel and Thomas Krouse 
(apprentice boys) were killed by the accidental discharge of a Minie rifle. 
The party formed, and mai'ched toward the fort, dragging three howitz- 
ers with tliera across the rice-fields, and wading a creek waist deep. In 
order to attack the fort in the rear it was neceasaiy to pass throngh a 
village, in which several shofe were fired upon us, fill the howitzers 
cleared the streets, and secured for us an unobstructed progress. When 
near the fort the soldiers were seen fleeing from it, many of them swim- 
ming for the opposite shora The marines, being in advance, opened fire 
upon the fngitives with deadly effect, killing some forty or fifty. The 
American flag was planted on the walls of the invt by a lieutenant from 
the Fortumouth. As the fort opposite was playing upon us, the guns we 
had captured — flfty-three in numher — were several of them brought to 
bear upon and soon silenced it, but not before a shot had struck the 
Portsmouth's launch and sunk her. She floated, however, at the flood, 
and was soon rendered efficient for further service. The city of Canton 
being only four miles distant, a portion of its army, variously estimated 
at from five to fifteen thousand, and which I believe to have numbered 
at least three thousand, was stationed near. This force twice advanced ; 
hut they were both times repulsed by the marines, with ten or twelve 
killed ; and, as they were retreating, a deadly fire was opened upon, them 
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from one of the howitzers. During one of these skirmishes a man belong- 
ing to the Fort^mmith received a shot-wound in the leg. While firing at 
the opposite fort, a boatswain's mate from the Pwtmnouth was wounded 
in the head and foot by the bursting of a gun. 

"A small portion of the force was withdrawn at night, and the fort 
was occupied by the commander of the San Jadnto with the remaining 
force till morning. 

"At three A.M. the nest day an 8-inch shot from one of the forts 
strnck the Pm-twumth and lodged in the bends. This was instantly re- 
turned by three of her shells, and the fort was at once silenced. At four 
A.M. the commander of the San Jadnto, with the force which had occu- 
pied the captured fort during the night, embarked and returned to the 
ship. At sis o'clock both ships opened their fire on the three remaining 
forts, which was at first briskly returned. During the action Edward 
Eiley (O. S.) was mortally wounded aboard the Levant, and died this 
evening. The fort nearest the ships having been silenced, at seven 
o'clock the boats in tow of the American steamer Gi/m Fa, temporarily 
in the charge of Mr. Robinet, left the ship and proceeded toward the ob- 
ject of attack. While passing the barrier, a ricochet 64-pound shot from 
the iarthest fort struck the boat abreast of my own, completely raking 
it, and instantly killing James Hoagland, carpenter's mate, and mortally 
wonnding William Mackie and Alfred Turner, who died soon after. 
Seven others were also wounded more or less severely. The boat struck 
was the launch of the 8am. Jadnto, in charge of the first lieutenant of that 
ship. The steamer stood in with the boats in tow, till they were cov- 
ered by an intervening neck of land, on which the party landed. After 
wading a ditch waist deep, and receiving several shots from gingals and 
rockets, the fort was earned, with one of the marines severely wounded, 
in presence of a tliousand or more Chinese soldiers just beyond howitzer 
range. A corporal of marines, the standard-bearer of the company, 
planted the American flag upon the walls. Several of the guns of the 
fort, with our own howitzers, were brought to bear upon the centre fort, 
commanding the river, which had opened fire upon na. It was soon 
silenced. The other guns in the fort we had captured, which were alto- 
gether forty-one in number, were spiked, their carriages burned, and ev- 
ery thing destructible, by the means in our power, destroyed. 

■" At four P.M. the marines advanced on the bank of the river and 
captured a breastwork mounting six gims; a party of Chinese soldiers, 
some hundreds in number, advanced toward them, but were soon re- 
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pulsed by two companies of sailors, led by their lieutenants. In tlie 
mean time one of the howitzers played upon a still greater number, who 
were drawn up in fi-ont of and around a pagoda, until they were dispersed, 
and retreated carrying oft their killed and wounded. The boats, under 
fire Irom the fort on the opposite side of the river, had been tiacked up 
to the breastwork, and now, under cover of its guns and those of the 
fort just captured, they crossed with the party to the island, and took 
possession of its fort, containing thirty-eight guns; one of these was a 
brass gun, of 8-inch calibre, and twenty-two feet five inches in length 
Thestandard-bearer of marines was again the flret to plant the Amei lean 
flag upon the walls. The same work of desti'uction was heie lenened 
The only fort remaining in. the possession of the enemy on the Canton 
side of the river at once opened upon us. Accoi-dingly the guns in the 
fort we occupied were brought to beai', and, with the assistance of the 
howitzers, silenced it in. the course of half an hour. It now being 
dark, it was thought expedient to suspend further operations till morn- 
ing. Active prepai'ations wei'e making by the enemy during the night, 
showing a determination to make a vigorous resistance. 

" The following morning, Saturday, the 23d instant, at four o'clock, all 
hands were called, and aiTangenients made preparatory to the attack in 
front of the fourth and last fort. At early daylight, every thing being 
ready, the first lieutenant of the Ban. Jadnto, who was lefli in chai'ge of 
the fort, was directed to fire a single howitzer, for the pm-pose of draw- 
ing the fire of the enemy. As this did not succeed, another discharge 
was made, with no better result. Three howitzers were left in the fort to 
cover the landing, and prevent the enemy ft-om firing the guns trained on 
the point which we were to double. Our launch, with the howitzers, 
preceded the other boats, which followed in three columns. The how- 
itzers commenced plajing briskly to divert the fire of the fort ft'om us. 
But, from the moment we doubled the point, and during the time inter- 
vening until we reached within musket-shot and gave three ch eel's— not- 
withstanding the rapid and effective fire of the howitzers hi the fort and 
the launch— the hostile fort opened and continued a brisk fire upon the 
boats with round shot, grape, and ^ngals. The shot passed closely over 
our heads, with the exception of three, one of which passed between the 
two boats, and each of the others striking aH oar. 

" As the boats could not be brought close to the shore, our party jumped 
into the water, and thus entered and took possession of the fort, just !n 
time to Arc upon the last of the enemy in their retreat. It was discovered 
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that they had, before eTacuating, loaded the guns, and trained tliem upon 
the boats with a slow match ignited. Those of our men who were in 
advance cut the train. A boatswain's mate fi-om the Pm-Unwvth was the 
first to enter the fort and plant the American flag upon its wails. The 
number of guns which it contained was thirty-eight. The fort was de- 
molished. 

" The forts contained a total of 176 guns, many of them of the largest 
calibre. I am fold that thej have always been considered as among the 
strongest defenses of the empire, as well &s the key to the city of Canton. 
"The commander of the Bam Jadnto is to-day at work in the fort last 
captured, preparing ntteriy to demolish that part of the walls laeing the 
riyer; these are of massive granite, and eight feet in thickness. As soon 
as this work is a«compliahed, we shall proceed in the same way with the 
other foi-te. An attack was made upon the I'ear of the fort occupied by 
our force at three o'clock this morning by a body of Chinese, who threw 
several rockets and stink-pots. The assailants were provided with scal- 
ing-ladders. They were soon dispersed by a brisk fire of musketiy and 
the howitzers, leaving two ladders behind them in their reti'eat. 

"The ships received during the cannonading of the 16th, 30th, and 
31st instants forty shots in their hwlla and riggiog— the Portmmth 
eighteen, the Lmmt twentj-two ; and their fire was most satisfitctoiily 
eifective, as may be witnessed on the demolished parapets of the nearest 
forts and their appearance within the walls. 

" Pi-evious to all the attacks I counseled freely with the commandei's 
of the San Jadnto and Lesant; and as the letter's officer performed such 
efiective service by the cannonading of his ship previous to the storm- 
ing, and as the other was present without his ship, I may be permitted 
to say of the former that I found him ready to suggest and to execute at 
any moment and in all exigencies. I ought to mention that the com- 
mander of the Leuant, previous to the action of the 30th and 31st instants, 
had brought his ship into position nearer the forts, so that she received 
the hottest of their fire, and he has now brought her close to the fort 
which we are imdei-mining. From the other officers also I receiTed very 
important suggestions. In short, the bearing of all the officers, sailors, 
and marines was creditable to them in the highest degree. 

" The readiness and coolness with which Captain Curry, of the Amer- 
ican steamer WiUamette, towed this ship into position, on the 16th instant, 
under fire froMi the nearest fort, exposing himself and his Tessel, and not 
' casting off' till so ordei'ed, excites our highest admiration. Mr. William 



Hosted byGoogle 



Storming of the ''Barrier Forts^ i ig 

M. Eobinct, of Maryland,' now a resident mercliaut in Canton, gare Lis 
services aa pilot and commander of the Gum, Fa, when that steamer towed 
the boata inshore to attack the second fort. This gentleman also, by his 
knowledge of the o nt y w as ble to po nt out the co use ad p « 1 in 
the attack of the e on 1 and th rd fort and ngtrested thp t me of the 
attack upon the th d an 1 last 

"Captain Hen 7 De ens of CharleBtonn Mas^a h tts 1 nt rily 
acted as my ail n the capt e of the la t three fo ts and was eady to 
render good serv c Captain Sewall, of the Amen jn ship Flyamay^ 
occasionally t«ok 1 a j,e ot tl e steame Ca F nd repeatelly volun- 
teered to serve n any cap c tf ii here n he could promote the success of 
the expedition. Several other American gentlemen, whose names have 
not been mentioned, volunteered their aid, and rendered important assist- 

" It may be seen in this report Iiow efficient our marines are in seiTice 
of this kind ; and the inference is inevitable that an increase of that 
corps, and of the number of officers and men attached to our ships, would 
tend to insure success in hke expeditions. In all the advances, the men 
were ready, in perfect order and discipline, to respond to the call of their 
officers. 

"It is but just also to the sailors to say that their order and subordina- 
tion, as well as their bravery, moat favorably impressed me ; and I was 
convinced that when the two bodies acted in co-operation, in skirmish- 
ing parties and otherwise, they were capable of successfully resisting any 
Chinese force which they might encounter, 

"The howitzers contributed greatly to — I may say secured— the suc- 
cess of the expedition, not only by their destnictive qualities, but by the 
fear which their appearance inspired among the enemy. 

" I can not help believing that the heavy and prolonged cannonading 
of the Portanwath, on the 16th instant, was most important in preparing 
the way for the operations which succeeded. The powerflil battery of 
this ship, consisting of sixteen 8-inch shell-guns, each of 63 cwt., so par- 
alyzed the nearest fort, which was within a range of four hundred and 
eighty yards, that it was never afterward able to do the injury which it 
might otherwise have inflicted. I am disposed to believe, too, that a 
ship with guns of smaller calibre could not have sustained alone the hot 
Are to which this vessel was that day exposed from the four fort? com- 
bined; and much less could have silenced the two nearest of those forts, 
as she did after a brisk cannonading of between two and throe hours. 
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I am happy to add that the new elevating screws of Constructor Hartt, 
with which her guns are fitted, stood the severe test of the heavy firing 
during the several actions to my entire satisfaction. 

" It is, of course, impossible to ascertain definitely what loss the Chi- 
nese have sustained. Then' own rumors make it, at the least Ktimate, 
five hundred— although I am inclined to believe that it will not exceed 
one half that number. It is said, on good authority, that a hundi'ed and 
twenty Chinese sailors, recently discharged from a foreign man-of-war, 
and who have thus had the advantage of European training and disci- 
pline, were among those who served the guns of the forts. This aocounts 
for the superior gunnery displayed by the enemy. 

" It becomes my painful duty to add the following list of killed and 
wounded (seven killed and twenty-two wounded) ; and I can only ex- 
press in this place my feeling of sorrow for the loss which their own 
fiiends have sustained, and which the country and the service to which 
they belonged have also suffered. It is proper for me to mention that, by 
request of the fleet-aurgeon, the surgeons of the ships were not permitted 
to accompany the storming-parties on shore, as the most important oper- 
ations could not be performed on the field, but on board sJiip. Ail that 
medical skill could do to relieve the suflerings and save the lives of the 
wounded was promptly and successfully accomplished. 
(Surgeon's report omitted.) 

" I am, very respectfully, your obedient sei-vant, 

" (Signed) Akdbbw H. Footb, 
" Commander and Senior Officer present commanding U. S. Naval 
Forces, off the Baiiier Forts, near Canton. 
" Commodore James Armstrong, commanding TJ. 8. Naval Forces, ) 
East Indies and China Seas. f 

" P. 8.— Subjoined is a list of the officera of the several storming- 
parties; 



" Commander Andrew H. Footc . 

" Henry H. Bell . 

" William Smith . 

Lieutenant Henry H. Lewis . 

" John Eutledgc . 

" 8. P. Carter . . 
Assistant-Surgeon K. P. Daniel . 
Captain's Olerk William 8. Aske , 



. rortmmmiky Commanding. 

n Jacinto. 
. Levant. 
. San .Tadnto. 
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Brevet-Captain John D. Simms, Marines 
Lieutenant 'William H. Macomb . 

" Henry K. Davenport . . 

" Edward Simpson . . 

" Pendleton G.Watmougli 

" George E. Belknap . . 
Master Francis E. Sheppard . . . 
SdLieut, Marines, Wm.W.Kiikland 
Purser John V. Dobbin . . . 
Assistant-Surgeon John Vanzant 
Carpenter Joseph G. Meyers. . 
Master's Mate Peter McAvoy . 
Lieutenant George Colvocoressca 

" John J. Guthrie . . 

" Earl English . . . 
Master H. A. Adams .... 
Assistant Surgeon A, S. GHwn . 
3d Lieutenant, Marines, H. Tyler, 
Captain's Clerk 8. A. Ooale, Jr. . 
Carpenter Edward "Williams . 
Gunner H.M.Gordon .... 
Master's Mate Fitch Taylor . . 



Bom, Jamiio. 
PorUmouth. 
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CHAPTER SI. 

KEMAEKB ON THE TAKING OF THE " EAKKIEK FOKTS."— CEUISE OP 
THE " POETSMOUTII " 



The action narrated in the preceding chapter, in the judg- 
ment of competent witnesses, was, in a militaiy point of view, 
a brilliant one. The English and French were lond in tlieir 
praises; and as the gallant Portsmouth dropped down the 
river, the ship of the British admiral, Sir Michael Seymonr, 
as well as his commodore's ve^el, manned the rigging, and 
gave tliree rousing cheers for the Portsmouth, while the bands 
struck lip "Hail Oolnmbia" and "Yankee Doodle"— a com- 
pliment rarely paid to our ships by rival nations. 

This action made a deep impression. In China, to this day, 
Commander Eoote is well remembered; and the storming of 
the " Barrier Forts " taught the mandarine a lesson which thev 
never foi-got, made the American flag respected even bj that 
stohd and peculiar people, and led the way to the ad^anta- 
geous treaties of Mr. Eeed and Mr. Buriingame. 

The battle was varied in its emergencies by sea and land, 
and called forth the best judgment as well as courage of the 
commanding officer; and althongh he was opposed by semi 
barbarians, the odds in respect to numbers were great on the 
side of the Chinese— some 5000 to 280 Americans. The forts 
were strong, and capable of doing immense mischief if further 
strengthened. But Eoote did not wait for this. He urged 
upon the commodore the necessity of immediate reprisals for 
the insult to onr ilag and tlie wanton assault upon the boats, 
feeling that a lesson should be given. The commodore was on 
hoard the Portsmouth dm'ing the fij-st cannonading, but, being 
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ill, he withdrew, leaving all in the hands of Foote. He, in 
fact, took the responsibility and carried the thing through. 
The boldness with which his vessels were laid alongside the 
forts, up to the very teeth of the cannon, and the straight, im- 
petizoi]s storming work wliich followed their cannonade, re- 
mind us of a scene more fresh in our memones, and are char- 
acteristic of the man and of hk mode of going to work. 

The American Government added its approval of the con- 
duct of her Navy on this occasion. The following is an ex- 
tract from Secretary Dobbin's dispatch to Commodore Arm- 
strong of February 27, 1857 : 

" Our national flag was borne by American officer on waters where it 
was legitimate to show it. The mission of those beaiing it in the small 
boat was peaceful. No notice had been given by the Chinese, no shot of 
warning was fired over the boat , but shot and shell were fired deliberate- 
ly at the officers and men, with a view to their destruction. My reflec- 
tions upon the whole case convince me that it was indispensably neces- 
sary promptly to vindicate the sacredneaa of our national flag, and to ia- 
flict a degree of punishment sufficiently impressive to deter these people 
from again rashly and recklessly insulting us. Had the oiFensive act been 
temporarily submitted to and referred to the tardy process of Chinese ex- 
planations, this ti'ifling with our flag would probably have been repeated, 
and led to still more serious oonsequencea 

" I approve, therefore, of the course pursued by you and those under 
your command. The brave and energetic manner in which the wrong 
was avenged is worthy of all praise. The gallantry, good order, and 
' intelligent sabordination ' displayed by all engaged in the various con- 
flicts with the enemy; the precision and admirable success with which 
the guns were managed, are highly creditable to the service. Be pleased, 
sir, to communicate to the oificers, seamen, and marines the BepartmenVs 
high appreciation of their good conduct." 

In the "Bine-Book" presented to the Bj-itish Parliament, 
the notices of the capture of the " Barrier Forts," made by 
Consul Parkes and Rear-Admiral Sh' Michael Seymour, were 
in marked terras of commendation both of the skill and the 
gallantry displayed by the Americans. 
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There were not wanting those who criticised both privately 
and publicly the conduct of the American Navy in this affair, 
as involving itself hastily and nnnecessarily in the English 
and Chinese difficulty. A most indignant and caustic letter, 
written by Commander Foote himself to Chaplain James 
Beecher, shows that he could fight with the pen as well as 
with the sword. In this letter he defends himself from every 
charge. On the point of the Chinese firing upon the boats, 
which, it had been intimated, was a natiu'al thing for them 
to do in their indiscriminate and unintelligent hatred of for- 
eigners, he says : 

"The fiwjt ot the trade of all natioTia being suapendocl; the fact that 
we are not at war with China ; that French aimed boats, as well as boats 
of different nationahties, were paaamg the ' Bairier Forts ' unmolested, as 
tliey had a treaty right to do, before and after my own boat was fired 
upon, show your general views to be as crude as they are perverse wlicre 
the honor of your country's flag is involved." 

It may be tliat Mr. Beecher and others were right in their 
criticisms ; it may be that Commander Foote was over-ready 
to fight in this instance (a failing of his) ; it may be tliat a 
longer forbearance would have resulted in more good ; but it 
is difficult, with the facts before us, to see these things. We 
should be the last to defend him in that which is wrong; bnt 
wo must in this ' instance fall back upon his superior knowl- 
edge of the facts of the case, and upon his established charac- 
ter as a man of high principle and humanity. His profes- 
sional duty pressed him to act energetically. He did so aot, 
and we are not aware that by tiuily competent authority, both 
civil and military, he has been adjudged to have acted rashly, 
or to have merited aught but praise. 

A letter written about tiiie time makes mention of one of 
these newspaper notices of his conduct to which reference 
has been made ; and as it bears directly on the main point in 
the case, it is quoted in full : 
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"U. S. Ship ' PoKTaMouTH,' Hong-Kong, Jtaie 37, 1858. 
" My dkak Bbadtord,— I haye read youi letter published in the Phil- 
adelphia Bm. It does you intellectually great ci'edit, and ceitaiEly I 
believe it to have been written, notwithstanding its wholesale errors about 
our force in Canfflu, *ith that moral sentiment which I always have con- 
sidered as a feature in your chai-acter. 

" You were not in Canton when our force was there. Consequently the 
asaeition in your letter that it was not asked, but, on the contrary, that a 
request was made that it might he withdrawn, as it was unnecessary for 
protection, must have been made on other authority than your personal 
knowledge. The credibility of that authority may be seen by the in- 
closed copy of a letter addressed to me by Consul PeiTy, showing that 
the force was officially and immediately urged by the highest American 
functionary in Canton— Dr. Parker, the commissioner, being with you at 
that time in Shang-Hal. And so far ftom the force not being wanted by 
the Americans, and they having requested its withdrawal, I need only to 
remark that, after having been in Canton a fortnight, I received orders 
from the commodore to proceed with the ship to 8hang-H^. On niakmg 
these orders known, one of the merchants said that he hoped I would not 
leave them ; that a letter signed by the Americans, showing the necessity 
of a force for their protection, would, if I wished it, readily be fiirnished. 
I declined the proposal, remarking that in the existing state of affaii-s I 
should not leave Canton, and had no doubt but that the commodore 
would, as he afterward did, fiilly approve my coume. Besides this, every 
American house in Canton— I do not remember a single eseeption— im- 
portuned me for sentinels to be posted within their premises. And still 
fuither, I call upon your informant, or any American then in Canton, to 
say that he gave me the slightest intimation that our force might be 
withdrawn, until it had been there more than a foi-tnight, and accom- 
piished fiiUj the object for which it waa placed there— for the protection 
of our citizens, and their persons and property; when I announced my 
intention of conferring with the commodore on the propriety of with- 
drawing the men, and having the Lenant l,rought up to the city as a 
place of reftige in case of emergency. 

"Although the government has unqualifiedly approved nur course, as 
may be seen in the copy of a letter in my possession, still, if there re- 
main a doubt on the subject m the minds of persons whose opinions are 
worthy of my i-egard, I hope tliat the whole matter may be reopened by 
agitation, investigation, probing, and sifting, so far as my own ao-ency in 
T 
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taking the force to Canton is involved, as well as the subseq^ueiit course 
of the squadron at the 'Barrier Forts.' 

" I still feel, as I often liave expressed myself, that had I not promptly 
taken the force to Canton, and in counsel and deed approved the cap- 
fiire of the ' Barrier Porta ' for having on three different occasions flred 
upon our flag, I ought to be turned out of tlie Navy as one ■wholly un- 
worthy of holding a commander's commission in it. Had you been 
there, holding my commission, I believe also that your course would 
have corresponded with my own, 

" I thus have ireelj commented, as I am justified in doing, on tliat part 
of your letter refening to acts in wliich I bore a prominent pait; and 
now take the liberty of a friend in remarking that our sentiments toward 
the English are antipodal. I hold them to be a nation altogether' in ad- 
vance of any European in promoting Chiistian civilization and the high- 
est interests of mankind. Your Anglophobia, pwdon the expression, 
ofiien leads jou, though no doubt unintentionally, to do them an injus- 
tice. T am quite proud of our ancestry, even with all their faults, when 
I compare them with the other nations of Europe. 

"I am truly yours, 
" (Signed) A. H. Foote." 

The Portsmouth lay off the " Earrier Forts " for some days, 
to carry out the work of demolition. In one of his dispatches 
to the commodore, Foote says, " We don't work, of course, to- 
day. I have preached aboard and in the fort." The destruc- 
tion of the forts was completed in ten working days. Some 
men were mifortunately billed, and otliers wounded, by a prem- 
ature explosion. Of tins work of demolition, Commander 
Foote writes to a friend : 

" The governor (Yeh) in his correspondence with the commodore has 
^veu no satisfaction, and therefore we have taken it by utterly demol- 
ishing his forts. He now says that he also desires peace, and matters 
look more pacific, at least till the pleasnre of our government is known. 
American merchants here, and missionaries too, unanimously regard our 
course as having been necessary to show the Chinese that tlie Americans 
are as powerful as some other nations with whom they have been in con- 
flict. It is the first display of American force in China, and it was dcsii'- 
ablc that it should be effectual." 
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In certification of what Commander Toote here says of the 
opinion of otlier Americans then in Canton and vicinity in 
regard to his couree of action, the following letter to Captain 
Foote, signed by influential American residents in China, is of 
value : 

"Macao, F^ruwry 9, 1858. 

"Dear SiK,— We have been informed that in some of the American 
newspapei'a it has been stated in a communicatioii Irom China that the 
force taken by jou 1» the factories at Canton, in the month of October, 
1856, while difficulties existed between the English and Chinese authori- 
ties, was not only not necessary there, but that you were requested to 
withdraw it In justice to youi'self, we beg to say tli t t th nee sity 
for the force there, at the period in question, we a f lly t fi d nd 
that it imparted great confidence and security to th Am n n n 
ally in Canton. We, of course, can not know if j w -e q ted t 
remove it, but are convinced that had you done so, th d ng to hi n I 
property woidd have been greatly increased. 

" We are happy also to avail ourselves of this opportunity to express 
to you our acknowledgment for the prompt and willing manner in which 
you have given your assistance and support to yonv countrymen in this 
part of China, whenever it seemed to you that you could be of any possi- 
ble service or that circumstances reijuired them. We remain dear sir 
your friends and countryinen, 

"James Pdkdos & Co. (of Canton)," and others. 

The remainder of the emise of the Portsmouth must bo 
more briefly treated. She dropped down to Hong-Kong, and 
stayed there imtil the 1st of January, 1S57, when she waa sent 
north to Shaiig-Hai; and after remaining twenty days at that 
port, she came south to Ningpo, on account of alleged disturb- 
ances there. Commander Foote and his oflicei's were invited 
to an entertainment by the govenior, or Taontai, who pledged 
himself to protect American lives and proper^. From Mng- 
po the Portsmouth proceeded to Foo-Chow, where it was 
found that the Canton difliculties had not extended to the det- 
riment of our interests. Amoy was the next stopping-place ; 
thence they returned to Hong-Kong on March 14th, having 
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visited all the Chinese ports north of Cautoii opened by 
treaty. 

On the 11th of April the Portmiouth sailed once more 
from Hong Kong to Singapore, her commander being charged 
with orders to obtain full information in regard to the ease of 
the Dutch bark Henrietta Maria, that had been abandoned at 
sea by her officers and most of her men, and brought into that 
port by the American ship Cmtr de Lion, in a perilons and 
constructively piratical condition, for adjudication. The diffi- 
culty was one of salvage with the British civil officer, and in- 
volved a somewhat lengthened eorr^pondence between the 
Governor of Singapore, Edward A. Blundell, Esq., and the 
commander of the Portsmouth. This business being attended 
to with his usual thoroughness, Foote set sail May 2lBt for 
Bangkok, taking on board Dr. Bradley, bearer of the treaty to 
the King of Siam. While at Bangkok the officers of the 
Portsmouth were presented to both kings, and were treated 
with the highest consideration. 

The second king of Siam having made many inqniries about 
the ship, and manifesting a good deal of interest in ordnance 
and fire-arms, Commander Foote invited him to visit the ves- 
sel, whieh he did, although this was the first time that a king 
of Siam had been aboard a foreign man-of-war. The king 
came down from Bangkok, forty miles, to where the Ports- 
mouth was anchored, with a suite of twenty princes and no- 
bles, and remained daring the day. A grand banquet, taxing 
the artistic powers of the Ports-mouth in this line to the ut- 
most, was got up for the oct^asion. 

The treaties of Siam with the United States, England, and 
France are fast developing the agricultural resources of the 
country, especially the culture of sugar; and Commander 
Foote remarks : " It is due to the American missionaries to 
say that, owing to their indirect iniluence, favorahle treaties 
have been negotiated. Previously to their coming, the Siamese 



Hosted byGoogle 



Visit to yapan. 129 



were almost as exclnsive in their commercial policy as the 
Japanese. Our consul, the Eev, Mr. Mattoon, in consequence 
of his pei'sonal popularity with the kings and officers of state, 
his knowledge of the language and buainees habits, has exer- 
cised a stronger influence upon the government and people 
tlian any other foreigner, and to him we are chiefly indebted 
for the good opinion of Americans which prevails in Siam." 
While in Siam, Foote visited tlie missionaries in state, in order 
that the natives might be led to pay them more respect. 

The PoHsiaouth retm'ned to Hong-Kong, arriving on the 
26th of June, whence she departed a second time for Shang- 
Ilai', to carry Consul Bradley to that post. After dry-doeking 
and repairs at Shang-Hai, tlie good ship, which had seen such 
continual service, meeting in these long voyages in the China 
seas many severe storms and typhoons, and once being aground 
in a dangerous condition in the Min River, set sail from Shang- 
Hai on the 22d of August for Simoda and Hakodadi in Japan. 
The day before reaching Simoda, breakers ahead were discov- 
ered in latitude 34° 14' K, longitude 138° 17' E., not laid 
down in the chai-ts, and were named " Portsmouth Breakers." 
If they had been running at night, the cruise of the Ports- 
mouth would have been brought to an abrupt termination. 
Commander Foote says of Simoda : 

" The appearance of Binioda, in iact the entire country around, is beau- 
(ifiij. Deep rayines lie between the mountain ranges, while the highly 
cultivated terraced fields stretch up to the very bill-tops. Again, green 
thickets were seen creeping np the valleys ; and lawns of vei'dant turf 
here and there overlapped the precipices. The town added no beauty to 
the scenery. As soon as we had anchored, a large boat came alongside, 
with four officials high in rank, who in the name of the governors — bear 
in mind the duality of the Japanese — gave us a courteous and cordial 
welcome. These representatives were inquisitiYe, and manifested a de- 
gree of intelligence corresponding to their courtesy. We were favorably 
impressed with the cleanliness of the officials and of their men and boat, 
which their ' celestial' neighbor might do well to copy." 
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Many incidental remarks occur in Foote's jonnial respect- 
ing the Japanese, whom he seems to have studied, and their 
history, with great interest in the brief time he was in Japan 
— some of which seem almost to have suggested the wonderful 
development of that people in these late years. He writes 
that on a visit to the Governor of Simoda, " one of them re- 
marked that ho hoped the day was not far distant when the 
Japanese would visit America ; they readily admit our supe- 
riority, and seem to be strongly impressed by our country." 
Halsodadi was also visited, which place pleased the commander 
even better than Simoda. He remarks upon its spacious har- 
bor, completely land-locked, and capable of containing two 
hundred sail in an anchorage of from five to twelve fathoms. 
He thought it tiie most desirable harbor, in point of security 
and health, for a man-of-war that he had ever visited. Its po- 
sition in relation to California, and to Russia and the Amoor 
River, make it a port of trade and supply of great importance 
to our government, far preferable to Simoda, whose harbor is 
too small to admit of more than five or six vessels obtaining a 
good anchorage. A feast was given to the Governor of Ha- 
kodadi and his suite on board ship, where the oblique-eyed 
natives did straight justice to their fare, and handled knife 
and fork witli an intuitive dexterity. The hospitality was not, 
however, very generously returned. Tlie supply of bullocks 
fell short, and since, as Commander Foote remarks, "beef 
sometimes involves a principle," a peremptory demand for 
fresh beef, with the gims of the Portsmouth to back it, brought 
at once an abundant supply. Our hero was shorter than some 
in his diplomacy with the Orientals, and, it may bo added, 
more successful. After placing a buoy at the termination of 
the spit which forms the harbor of Uakodadi, rendering the 
entrance easier than when Commodore Perry visited this port, 
Foote sailed for Hong-Kong, wbicb lie reached October 26th, 
after a passage of sixteen days. On his passage, he speaks of 
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the phosphorescent appeal an<o of tlie sea m a hci^j gile of 
wind at night as resembling itii ei be bai ks 01 si oil of snow 
in constant motion. At Hong]i.cng he learned of the fill of 
Delhi, and of tlie approaching end of the Indian icbellion. 
"While lying here ho also leceived an interesting lettei from 
the second king of Siam, the En^'h'^h jf which \h lemaibably 
good. In his answer to this loyal epistle he sajs It is im- 
ixiasible to say where we shall cruise foi tlie futme. We all 
hope to go home in the course of five or six months. A sea- 
life is monotonous as well as dangerous in these seas of ty- 
phoons and euiTents and shoals. I presume that your majesty 
will cruise about die Gulf of Siam in the man-of-war yacht. 
You will certainly work chronometer and meridian observa- 
tions well. You will also take lunar observations. The vessel 
will be as well navigated as any in the China seas should your 
majesty liandle the instrumente." Our bluff sailor Imew how 
to pay a compliment when the time for it came. A letter was 
addressed by him to the firet king of Siam in acknowledg- 
ment of the gift of a gold and silver cigar-case, which was 
accompanied by an antograph letter ; and still another epistle 
to the second king, dated January 11, 1858, informing him of 
the bombardment and eaptui-e of Canton by the combmed 
forces of the English and French, with a stately letter from 
the first king, received during the civil war in America, de- 
ploring the war, but giving all his sympathies to the cause of 
the Union, closed tliis curious correspondence, which seems to 
have originated purely from personal liking or friendship, and 
had nothing of an ofiicial character. 

In December, 1857, the PoritsmoM^A ran twice over to Macao, 
once to carry Mr. Eeed, the American minister, and suite, and 
a second time to protect American citizens during the assault 
of the Enghsh forces on Canton. In February, Commander 
IFoote left Hong-Kong for Manilla, and tliero quite unexpected- 
ly received orders for home. He sailed March 5tli for Anjer, 
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island of Java, where tlie ship took in water and supplies; 

tlience to St. Helena ; and from St. Helena to Portemouth, 

New Hampshire, United States, where they ai-rived on Sunday, 

June 13th, 1858, having sailed since leaving the United States 

more than forty-nine thousand miles, 
A few letters, written and received during her home voyage, 

will conclude the narrative of the eventful cruise of the PorU- 

inoiith. 

" U. 8. Snip ' PoETSMOUTn,' 1 

" At sea, lat. 5° S., long. 107° E., March 23, 1858. f 
"Mt dear Wipe,— We ought three days ago to have been in Anjer, 
and been ready with our water aad chickens to leave ' Java Head,' home- 
ward bound via St. Helena. We hurried off from Manilla in order to save 
tlie monsoon and avoid the coming typhoons. The latter we must be ex- 
posed to when off the Mauritius, Isle of France. The commodore and Mr. 
Reed sent me two handsome letters. I left the squadron on the best of 
terms. We I'an under the commodore's stem, and gave hun three cheers, 
and thea hauled up the courses and fired a salute; then ran under the 
Mmnssotah stem, and they gave us three cheers, which we heartily answer- 
ed; and then, in the dark night, we stood out for the narrow entrance 
into tlie bay, and passed it at daylight next morning. I had but little sleep. 
We have had light winds, making only one hundred miles on an average 
daily. I was up all night m running through Gaspar Strait— intricate 
navigation. Next day, Sunday, read service and a sermon on deck, and 
delivered a lecture at berth-deck service. We hope to anchor to-morrow, 
when I wUl resume this. Write on the 30th of June, and addi'ess the letter 
to me at Portsmouth Navy Yard, New Hampshire. Tell Mr. Bacon that 
r have written to have his thuigs sent on to New York by the San Jacinto. 
Of conrse, we did not expect to go home befoi* returning to Hong-Kong, 
or I should have taken his things on board. I wished myself to return 
to Hong-Kong in order to buy some china, grass-cloth handkerchieis, and 
other thmge. But if we had gone ba«k, it would have delayed us three 
months. I feel very anxious to have to wait until six months expire with- 
out healing from you, I commend you all to God's grace. I would have 
addressed this to Josephine, but your name was down before I was aware 
of it. Tell her it is for you both. Tou will receive a bill in my name 
for seven hundred dollars. I have certainly economized to the utmost 
this cruise — hardly keeping up my position." 
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"Anjei; Miirch 35, 1858. — We arrived early this morning, and, as you 
raay imagine, in these stxaits of tacks and shoals I was up moat of the 
squally night We are nineteen and a half days from Manilla, but have 
lDeat«n the clipper ships, one of which I wrote jon sailed eight days be- 
fore ns, and is not here yet. I ran inside of all the shipping, and the cap- 
tain of the port says I am rathei' close to the shore. 

" We hear that an attempt has been made om Louis Napoleon's life, 
also that Paulding has seized Walker. I go ashore to breakfast with the 
port officer'. We sail to-night or at daylight in the morning. May God 
wafEh over you and the dear children, and enable us to meet and see 
each othei'. I wish the boys wei'o here to see the monkeys and parrots, 
and eat the pine-apples and other fruit. A splendid banyan-tree that 
would cover your garden is close at hand. There is a delicious sensation 
in this balmy climate and tropical scenery." 

" ' 8am Jacibto,' Manilla, Mat-ch 4, 1858. 

" My dbak Tootb, — Our association afloat on duty has been very short, 
but has been rendered by you so agreeable that I could wish it were to be 
longer; but the wish could be scarcely generous, as you leave the arid 
shores of China for happy old Connecticut and jom' family. I wish you 
with all my heart a happy reunion with them, and I trust that your good 
ship, in which jou have so long and so faithfully served, may prove true 
to you to the last^ 

"My kindest regards and remembrance to your family, and believe 
me, very sincerely your friend, 

" JosiAn Tatkall, Commodore, 

" Captain Andrew H. Poote, U. S. Ship Portsmouth." 

" Deah Sir, — Pray add to yoitr autographs this most eaincst expression 
of my gratitude for all you have done and all you are going to do tor me 
and mine. I am a good deal disturbed at parting with my son — more 
than I thought I should be ; but my decision is a wise one, for all reason- 
ing fails if three months' association with you, and such as you have 
about you, do not do him good. He is a good-natured boy, with no 
defects of temper. Ti'eat him, for my sake, as a son, and coiTcct him if 
he do wrong, which I think he will not do intentionally. If jou are in 
Philadelphia, try to see Mrs. Reed, who will welcome you as my friend. 
The record of my good opinion is of little value, but you shall have it It 
is nil flattery, but exact truth, that the service has not an oiflcer better 
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woriKy of confidence foi- any duty than him to whom these few words of 
eamost farewell are written. Gfld bless yon, my ileai' sir. 

" Ever truly youra, William B. Rked. 

" To Captain A. H. Foote, Mamilla, Mm'<A Uli, 1858." 

These are extracts from Commander H. II. Bell's lettei-s 
from Whauipoa, dated Api-il and May : 

" I have visited the bm'ying-grounds three or four times, and could not 
discover that the graves of our dead had been molested otherwise than 
by the removal of the wooden head-boards — except in one instance, where 
three graves bordering upon a paddy-field had been dug away for tlie 
extension of said field; the wretches betraying themselves in thia pecul- 
iarly Chinese. theft by leaving the heads of the graves — say six inches 
deep — showing in the bank which they had cut away, though no part of 
the coffins remain — this does not look like malicious desecration, Mr. 
Everett's monument remains intact, having Chinese characters written on 

it; yet the grave of . 's little boy is said to have been broken 

up- , they say, was much disliked by the natives. The tombs of 

the English were entirely destroyed." 

"I accompanied our consul as a passenger and guest; the 'Barrier 
Ports ' are as we left them, no attempt having been made to renew theCi. 
The French frigate Caprideuse lay there. The city of Canton, along the 
line of the river as well as in the interior, is a sad spectacle, most of the 
houses having been deserted, and presenting nothing but ruins and deso- 
lation to the view— the broken walls and torn roofe giving melancholy 
evidence of the ruthless bombardments in the aevei'al attacks on the city. 
I found the streets quite deserted for a Chinese city, the people looking 
cowed and dtjeeted, and apparently of the worst class. All who were able 
have retired to the neighboring cities and villages, under the terror of 
British guns." 

" Wentworth, the leper, whom you left here, is said to he a putrid mass. 
It b feared we shall have to receive him, for your charities excite no little 
feeling on the part of those who have to do the nursing." 

We close these two fighting Portsraouth chapters with an 
extract of a pleasant letter of Commander Foote to his eldest 
son, Avigustns, then a little boy, dated Eangkok, June 7, 1857 : 
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"It is not overj yoimg gentleman who can say lie has a correspondent 
in tliia far land. Our sitting or reception room here is sixty feet square 
and thiily-flve feet high, with a great deal of gilding ahout it, and some 
twenty large mirrors on its walla. We have every thing furnished us hy 
the king. The attendants come in crawling on all fours, much as Willie 
did when be was a baby, and then they knock their heads on the floor as 
they approach you. The king lately lost five hundred out of fifteen hun- 
dred elephants in a fight. We have put up a flag-pole in our yard as 
high as the one on the New Haven Green, and liave hoisted the Ameriean 
flag upon it." 

Recent occurrences in China have cast a new light on the 
policy of foreign nations with that empire. It is the testi- 
mony of intelligent residents in China wlio have watched the 
course of events, that the failure of England and France to 
exact reparation on the spot for injuries done by the Chinese, 
and the reference of these to tlie Blow action of diplomacy, 
has been totally misunderstood ; has given the impression to 
the Chinese tliat foreign nations were afraid of them, and 
without doubt was the real caiise of tlie late terrible massacre. 
This tends indirectly to the justification (if aught more were 
needed) of the prompt action of the commander of the Ports- 
mouth in attacking the Chinese forts in Canton River. 
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COERESPONDBNOE. — BKOOKITH UAVY YAED. — BEGINNINGS OF 

Ju])GED by the estimate of ordinary lives, a period had now 
come when the subject of this memoir might have retired hon- 
orably from public service to a -well-earned repose. After 
twenty-one years and thi-ee months of weai-isome sea-service, 
imder all suns and climes, reaping little more from the barren 
fields of ocean than bare reputation, this veteran wanderer and 
fighter might have said — 

" Is tliei'e aay peace 
In ever climbmg up the climbing wave?" 

It is true that tlie end had come of his actual sea-life, but 
sometliing remained for him to do that was still worthier and 
greater : 

" Old ago hath yet hie honor and his toil ; 
Dentil closes all: but sometliing ere the end, 
Some work of noblo note, may yet he done, 
Not unbecoming men that strovo witli gods." 

A liearty letter from his trne friend, Commodore Smith, 
greeted him in Portsmouth, 'H. H., on his return, congratulat- 
ing him " on the termination of a successful cruise, reflecting 
additional honor upon your commission and character." 

He did not yet have, and probably never did have, a dream 
of idle ease. He was really too restlessly ambitions a man to 
be inactive ; though his ambition was of a fine quality, ending 
not in self, but in the pnblic good. After a few montlis' rest 
he received an appointment to the command of the United 
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States Navy Yard in Brooklyn, N.T., Oetobei- 26, 1858. Be- 
fore he entered upon the duties of this station, while at his 
home in New Haven, and also dnring the time he lived in 
Brooklyn, his thoughts were much engrossed in public affairs 
—benevolent, religious, and political. His correspondence, 
which was natnrally for the most part professional, and con- 
cerned itself with matters which had engaged his mind in the 
past, still had the great objects of the public welfare in view. 
He wrote and spoke much on the subject of the suppression 
of the slave-trade. 

His grand panacea, which was good ds far as it went, and 
to which he clung until, with thousands of others, he was 
taught a better lesson, was African colonization. He was, 
however, persevering in his collection of facts, and in his ap- 
peals to the government on the subject of a vigorous suppres- 
sion of the trade at its original source, the African coast. He 
thought that the responsibility rested in a great measure with 
our country. He would have onr government, like England, 
cleanse its hands of all that iniquity, and, having clean hands, 
it conld act with power with other nations in its negotiations 
on this subject. One of his correspondents. Captain Le Roy, 
commanding the steamer Mystic, then cruising off the African 
coast, seems to have had leas confidence than himself in the 
pui-e benevolence of England. This ofiicer thus writes : 

" I hke yi>ur article much, and. when I fall in with Calhoun and Godon, 
will send it to them. I believe a few more such aiticles will have the 
effect of drawing pnblic attention in such a way toward this nefarious 
traffic as may cause the establishing of measures to break it up. I regret 
that my response to your inquiry about the palm-oil in the Congo should 
have been incorrect ; but, as I subsequently stated, palm-oil within the 
last year has began to be an article of manufficture and export from the 
Congo. With regard to the 'right of search,' as a genera! rule I am op- 
posed to its exercise by foreign vessels, especially by our English breth- 
ren. I must confess that, with all my regard for John Bull, I am not so 
perfectly satisfied that hp woiilfl always do tlio clean thing, and unless he 
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were held to a strict accountafiility, our legitimate tradeiis might be anb- 
ject«d to great annoyances. 

" As to the idea of the siippres^on of the slave-trade being a matter of 
philantliropy with Master John, I don't believe it, and I do not believe 
one hundredth part of the zeal would be exhibited by him if he did not 
receive bo much per ton for every vessel captui'ed, aad so much a head for 
every slave ; in fact, I have known an English captain honestly to confess 
that he came out here to make money ; and when it has been suggested 
that it would be a good plan to put an officer and boat's ci-ew from an 
English man-of-war aboard of our ships, and the opposite, so as to make 
possible the more complete identiftcation and interruption of the illegal 
traffic, tiie response has been, ' But will you share prize-money with us f 
Prize-money is what they are after, and without it poor nig may be a 
slave to the end of his life for all they care. As to cruising in company 
with our vessels, they do not wish it. If there is a suspicious craft about 
that will not deny its American nationality, so as to enable Master John 
to seize him, he will possibly, in the exercise of his magnanimity, dis- 
cover that ' the grapes are sour,' and inform one of our cruisers ; but if the 
fellow has cargo aboard, he will endeavor to persuade him to haul down 
his flag and deny his nationality by promising to let him land, or work 
upon his fears by threatening to hand him over to some American man- 
of-waiv Of course, knowing his offense is punishable by our laws with 
death, the slaver does not long hesitate. We must change our laws upon 
the subject. It must no longer be declared piracy, and punishable with 
death, but a penal offense. Does it ever occur to the vaunters of British 
philanthropy that few or none of all the slaves captured by British cruis- 
ers ever return to their native soil — that they are taken to British colonic 
and apprenticed ? Aad what ia the nature of thatapprenaceship? Poor 
abused Brother Jonathan puts his big hand into his pocket and sends 
captured slaves back to Africa, and supports them there until they can 
do something for themselves ; yet honest old John, who steals the slaves 
from the slavers, and calls them apprentices, rolls up his eyes and groans 
over American insincerity in countenancing the Hlave-frade, and thinks 
complacently of how much he is doing for the suffering negro race. Our 
ftiend Monsieur goes to work systematically, and has extensive and com- 
fortable baiTacoona put up , }my» his app entices, and has them decently 
cared for, and sent m a regtdai way to his colonies Though called 
apprentices they aie still slaves Por some time pist a great rivalry 
has t\i>tcd lietwicn the Prcnth iactoiiis and thi, slave traders, which 
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has resulted in the price of slavea advancing some fifty or a huudied 
per cent." 

This writer, as well as Captain (afterward Commodore) 
Dornen, his otlier correspondent from Africa, constantly ex- 
press to Captain Foote the obligations of those actually en- 
gaged in the work of putting a stop to the African slave-trade 
to himself for what he had done, and evidently regard him as 
authority on all these questions. He did what he conld. He 
worked and watched at sea, and wrote and agitated on shore; 
and if his views were not always the most comprehensive, he 
must be looked upon as one who with an untiring life-long 
zeal labored for the happiness of the colored i^ace. 

In the temperance reform, especially among seamen, and in 
purely religious matters, he remained true to his convictions ; 
and he seemed to delight in the opportunity of being at home 
once more, in order to throw himself into these good works. 
In private religions meetings his voice was heard in exhorta- 
tion. One of his warm-hearted naval fi-iends writes to him 
from Cincinnati in the midst of the revival scenes of 1858 : 

" While voices from multitudes are going up from this goodly land in 
praise and blessing for the outpourings of His Holy Spirit in these days 
on our country, I was sure you would be glad to hear mingling with 
them a voice from the ocean. I was enabled this morning by strength 
from above to stand tip and speak— to speak about our glorious ship ; to 
do what you, sir, have done and are doing. I should like to receive 
from you a letter on the satgect of religion among us sea-fai'ing men — 
of this new and wonderful working of God's Spirit with us as well as 
ashore. How they would rejoice to heai' ftom an experienced head and 
Christian heart tidings of these things, and would thank God and take 



While in charge at Brooklyn, Commander Foote established 
and carried on, as he did in former yeai-s at the PiuladelpMa 
and Boston Yards, a regular system of religious instruction 
and of mission-schools among the operatives of the Yard, and 
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in the neglected outlying districts; and there are many poor 
, families, sailors, and workingmen now living in and about that 
neighborhood to testify of the good that he did to their bodies 
and souIb during his brief military rule at the New Tork har- 
bor. In the -winter of 1859-60 tJiere was quite an interest in 
religious matters on board the receiving-ship Ijforth Carolina, 
and a prayer-meeting was held nightly for months on the or- 
lop-deck of tliat vessel, upon which meeting Foote was a reg- 
ular attendant; and so frank, cordial, and confiding, as well 
as energetic, was the tone of liis piety, and his efforts for the 
spiritual good of otliers were so earnest, that he was thought 
to be immediately insti'nraental in the conversion of many. 
lie believed in George Herbert's words— 

"Be useful wtere thou livest." 
He did not wait for impossibilities to clear up like mists, but 
he steered straight into and thrangh them. He began to do 
what he could. He saw no impossibilities. Difficulties acted 
upon him like stimulants. His methods were old and unva- 
ried, but he beheved in them, and he applied them unhesitat- 
ingly. He meant to I'egulate matters, to begin the work of 
improvement, to clear away old abuses, and leave the world 
better than he found it ; and his gi-and principle of action was 
to begin at once at t!ie religious nature, and try to implant a 
new life there. 

One of his old Ports-mouth officere (Pendleton G. Wat- 
mongh), about to leave the Navy, writes : 

"It is a long parting fiora one who repi-esenta all that is good in a 
service where I have spent seventeen years; and though about leaving 
it, I shall always cherish a remembrance, and a foud one, of my associa- 
tions with many in it— particularly of our brilliant cmise in the ' saucy 



* In the same year of the retimi of the PorUmmitk, a neat and hand- 
le monument, designed by a New Yorlc artist, costing $1000, which 
IS contribnted " by their shipmates " of the San Jacinto, Poi-fsnumtA, and 
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Another fellow-officer of tlic East India cruise, Captain 
Maeomb, writes : 

" The men like to hear of you. They know that yon afforded them all 
the ' pigeon,' aa they call it, on the crnise, and that you had tull swing in 
that squadi-on. The old Portsmouth's are proud of being remembered 
by Captain Poote. Could you not write to them, and give them some of 
your good adyice V 

Commodore Smith sends a characteristic letter, which may 
serve to diversify this uneventful but by no means nnprofita- 
ble portion of Commander Foote's life : 

" WABHraQTON, Feiruari/ 4, 1800. 

"Mt dear Captain, — Toura of yesterday's date, with a douceur for 
Anna, just ireceiyed. 9he is a stm'dy beggar, and seems to think the or- 
phans are especially under her charge. The object is good — none bet 
t«r ; but I have cautioned her against troubling my non-Catholic frtends 
to contribut* to Tier Catholic charities. She gets enough out of me to 
suffice for the Protestant part of the Navy. But as you seem to be so 
popular with the ladies, it emboldens them to take liberties. Tou are 
more liberal than I should be under similar circumstances. My opinion 
is fiivorable to the institntion of widows' and orphans' homes of all re- 
ligions. Nevertheless I bear in mind what my priest reads at our offer- 
tory— 'Never turn your face ii'om any poor man. If you haie no penny 
to give, hear his story and judge charitably.' You are a good Samar 
itan. You not only give the pennies, but you poor the oil and wme 
of consolation into the wounds of the conscience and heart I wish I 
were so endowed ; but I am not I do not possess the quality of pathos 
which brings the stray sheep into the fold again. Such saere'I m-atm-y is 
rare. It is not taught at tlie forum nor learned in the pulpit, but in pri- 
vate, with ' labor and intercoui'se with men.' Go on in your courae. If 
your military commission should ieil you in any sense, your zeal and 
ability to teach and speak will not. At last a Speaker is chosen. Next 

Lemiit, was erected in the Brooklyn Navy Tai-d to the memory of those 
who fell in the capture of the Canton " Barrier Forts." The names of 
these are inscribed upon the monument, with a representation of the 
ships and the forts, with flags, wreaths, and other appropriate devices. 
It is one of the finest marine monuments in the country, and fbrins an 
intei-esting feature of the Yard. 

K 
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week I presume Congress will proceed to business, after squandering two 
months in nonsenaicaJ squabbling. We hope a calm may succeed the 
storm; in the nature of things it must; but the storm will not subside 
until after March, 1861. I have no Navy news. I hear a vessel is to smI 
next Tuesday for Brazil. You must be getting slack of work at jour 
Yard, which will make you uneasy. Yours truly, in haste, 

"Joseph Smtki. 
" Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Kavy Yard, New York." 

There is a new aiid separate phase of Admiral Foote's life 
which it would be interesting to dwell upon, but which we 
would only indicate here. A large portion of the doenment- 
ary matter left by him is taken up with bulky notes of court- 
martials in which he was personally engaged, both wliUe 
stationed on shore and while at sea. Owing to his great prac- 
tical energy and executive talent, he was often called upon to 
act as the presiding officer in these courts ; and owing also, it 
mast be confessed, to his exceptionally rigid ideas of disci- 
pline, he was, in his own command, sometimes involved in bit- 
ter controversies and litigations with officere. Wliile he went to 
the root of matters— while he was searching and unsparing, 
and perhaps even at times erring in severity whenever insub- 
ordination, disrespect, and wrong was to be dealt with, never 
swerving for fear of making an enemy— he was unusually hu- 
mane where infirmities of character were involved, especially 
among common sailors, so that he was considered to be quite 
democratic, or too much inclined to take the part of the sea- 
man, or apprentice, or petty officer who was delinquent. He 
was, in fact, rather too popular among tlie men for the aristo- 
cratic standard of the officers of the Navy. He befriended, 
encouraged, and defended those wliom ho thought had no 
friends. This trait is noticed by one of his brother-officers, 
who says : 

"I am very much grieved that your purser is 'infirm of purpose.' I 
feel assured you have done jour duty toward him, and that your kind 
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feeling for the weaknesses of the weak— a characteristic point in you— 
has rather prompted you to go further la covering this vulnerable spot 
than many others would." 

As it is not desirable to stir iip old controversies wliicli have 
now entirely passed away, it docs not seem necessary to men- 
tion parfcicnlar instances of conrt-martial trials in which Foote 
was conspicnous at the time ; merely saying that his firmness 
and genera! impartiality, with now and then a singular dis- 
play of roundahont good sense and kindly tact, are noticeable 
in the history of these oftentimes protracted and difficult cases; 
and from the testimony of all, in this judicial or juridical de- 
partment of his profession he was very valuable, having, in- 
deed, from a natural love of controvei-sy, a partiality for its 
excitements, and for all its elaborate forms and details, though 
he was kept by hia sound head and good heart from widely 
erring in judgment. 

Admiral I"oote was a friend of education. In a con-espond- 
ence with Lieutenant (now Commodore) Simpson, who was 
then stationed as a teacher of gunneiy at the Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, he defends the system of professional instruction 
against the vigorous assaults of that young officer, who was in 
favor of a more practical teaching by purely naval men who 
had seen actual service at sea. Foote expi'esses himself in fa- 
vor of a proper and equal combination of the two kinds of 
teachers, thereby securing a thorough and scientific ti'aining, 
as a basis upon which to build practical seamanship. This in- 
telligent view, coming from one so intensely practical as Cap- 
tain Foote was, certainly shows comprehensiveness and breadtli 
of mind. He was, in fact, a progressive man in all matters of 
education, and was never so superetitiously in love with the 
old as not to seize with eagerness upon new methods and 
ideas, as he did, for example, upon the use of uon m naval 
warfare. In fitting out the Porf^novth foi htr East India 
cruise, the following letter was ad<hesbed \>i Inm to the Si^c- 
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retary of the Navy, which goes to prove his hearty interest in 
scientific investigations : 

"DnriDgthe cruise of thePwismcwiA abundant opportunities are likely 
to occur to make collections in natui'al history. The surgeon of the 
ship, Dr. Hendei-son, will collect specimens for the Academy of Natural 
Sciences in Philadelphia, and perhaps also for Yale College. It is de- 
sirable, therefore, that a copy of Professor Dana's ' Report on Crustacea ' 
(Exploring Expedition under Captain Wilkea) should be in the veaaeL 
Believing myself, in common with two or thi'ee scientific gentlemen here, 
that it will meet the views of the government to encoui'age officers to 
contribute when abroad to the cause of science, I respectftilly request 
that it may be purchased for tlie use of the Pm-tsrrwuth during her ap- 
proaching crnise." 

The letter of Lieutenant Simpson, shortly before referred 
to, seems to have been sent for perusal by Foote to his friend 
Dupont, and called forth this expression in his reply : 

" But let me say how rejoiced I should be to see jou, my dear Foote 
take hold of this establishment (AnnapoBs Naval Academy), from which 
the last hope must spring of our giving the country au efficient Navy by 
rearing officers of capacity and moral worth. I have ever followed the 
fortunes of the academy with deep interest, increased perhaps by the fact 
that I was a member of the first two boards which organized the school. 
It has steadily progressed, like West Point, which is the creation of over 
half a century. Yet you would find an abundant scope for your active 
and intelligent energies in developing improvements still needed, and 
which no one man could covei- heretofoi-e in the brief period allotted 
him there." 

Botli of those gallant men were soon to be simimoned to a 
more stirring and arduous service. 

We have called this brief period of Commander Foote'a 
life — when he had in chat^e the New Tork Navy Yard — an 
"uneventful" one; but this is not literally true. The period 
of great events was rapidly drawing on, and they had already 
begun to cast their shadows over the scene. It was a time of 
agitation and popular excitement. Those especially who held 
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offices of i-esponeibility nnder the government were eompelled 
to the exercise of constant watchfulness from foes witliin and 
without. The trial time, in fact, of this government was ap- 
proaching. It was to be proved whether a republic was a 
strong 01- a weak government. It was to be proved whether 
there existed a principle of vital national nnity, or whether this 
nation was but a loose confederation of independent States, 
bound together by a mere selfish tie easily dissolved. There 
IS a principle of growtii in a nation as in a man— an aspira- 
tion toward a higher civilization; in fact, a true moral life— 
and it was to be seen if a century's apparent growth were no 
trae life after all, but a false existence and progress. Was it 
a social compact or a living state 3 Could the repubHe die by 
simple disintegration or falling away of disaffected portions? 
Had it a life which was strong enough to throw off corrup- 
tion, and which contamed within itself the means of its own 
cure and preservation % 

The election of Abraham Lincoln on the 6th of November 
1860, to the Presidency, brought an end to the hopes of plot- 
tere in regard to the future control of the national govern- 
ment ; but they had still six months to work out their schemes 
during the waning administration of an imbecile executive, 
who held the view that it was constitutionally forbidden to 
protect the government against rebellion. Men in high offi- 
cial position were busily engaged in secretly undermining the 
national power. While faithful servants, of whom Commander 
Foote was one, were almost despairingly striving for the up- 
building and concentration of the Navy, tlie Secretary of the 
Kavy was sending off our ships to distant regions, or render- 
ing them useless for defense, and an easy prey to conspJratoi-s. 
Both in the Army and in the Navy there were treacherous men, 
who at heart were traitors while they nominally remained in 
the pay of a government they had dehberately resolved to de- 
stroy. Then came in rapid succession the actual events of the 
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Secession drama — the withdrawal of the Southern States one 
after another from the Union ; the seizing upon navy yards, 
arsenals, and forts ; the inauguration of a Southern Confeder- 
acy ; and the open insults offered to the national flag. At the 
North as well as the South the atmosphere was surcharged 
with disloyal sentiment. Even good men were in a state of 
hallucination in regai'd to duty. One hardly knew his neigh- 
bor for a friend or a foe. Compromise was still the cry when 
the sacred treasures and household gods were stolen away by 
hold enemies of the state. 

President Lincoln was inaugurated on the 4th of March, 
1861, in tlie deepest period of gloom. He came to the admin- 
istration of a government whose resources were crippled, and 
which, indeed, had been i-endered almost powerless in every 
department. Not to speak of the Army, the Navy was at an 
extremely low ebb. Its vessels of war wei'e eitlier away at 
foreign ports, or those at Iiome were unready for action and 
but half -manned. " At the beginning of the year 1861, the 
total Navy of the United States was ninety vessels, carrying, 
or designed to carry, 3415 guns. Of this number only forty- 
two were in commission. Twenty-eight ships, bearing in tlie 
aggregate 874 guns, were lying in ports dismantled, and none of 
tliem could be made ready for sea in less tJian several weeks' 
time ; some of them would require at least six montJis."* The 
most of those in commission liad been sent away to distant 
seas, and, with tlie exception of the store-ship Relief of 2 
guns, the steam-frigate Brooklyn, of 35 guns, which had just 
before arrived at Norfolk after a three-years' cruise, was ab- 
solutely tlie only anned vessel on the Atlantic coast; and the 
BrooMyn, moreover, drew too much water to enter Southern 
harbors, or to operate with efficiency in the firet scenes of the 
war. Many of the naval officers, who were boni at the South 



"Lossiiig's Civil Will' in Americii," vol. i., ji. S 
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left their posts at the critical moment. Wo less than sixty, in- 
cluding eleven at the Naval Academy at Annapolis, resigned 
their commissions ; and there were also continual desertions. 
In the Keport of the Secretary of the Navy for the next year 
there were two hundred and flfty-nine desertions and dismiss- 
als of officei-s from the Navy alone. At length the thirteenth 
of April and the surrender of Sumter awoke the country, and 
the -war began. Tliese are facts fresh in the memory of this 
generation ; and we live now to bless the day when the fii-st 
gnn was fired on Sumter, whose flash opened the eyes of the 
nation to see its peril. 

We subjoin two or three letters addressed to Commander 
Foote while at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, from fellow-officers, 
wliich go to show the intense disturbance in the Navy before 
the war had actually commenced and at its earliest begin- 
ning, and which also show that there were noble and loyal 
souls in the Navy as well as in tlie Army : 

" Navy Yakd, Philadelphia, Jamary 35, 1861. 

"Mt deab Foote, — I had intended writing you a 'New-Year's' let- 
ter, but about tliat time I had many irons in the Are. 

" A previous order to tliat which brought me here carried me imme- 
diately ailer to Annapolis as president of an examination board. From 
this dnty I only returned home last Saturday, finding our whole femily 
circle in deep grief from the loss of Mi's. Dupont's eldest Bister, who had 
been for many years a second mother to her. 

" On reaching here on Tuesday I found your letter of tlie 16th instant, 
which should have been forwarded to me at AnnapoUs. At that place 
I saw your flieads the Eodgerses and Simpson, who always spoke of yon 
with earnest admiration, and seemed to think the coast was clear for you 
to come to the academy when Blake left. 

" But, alas ! my dear friend, are we to have any academy ? My own 
belief is that the drift is all one way. I have very little more faith in the 
Border States than in the Cotton States ; there are any number of traitors 
in Maryland. The Chief Justice is a Secessionist. 

" I stil! hope against conviction, and that is about all that is left for a 
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"We have been living under a delusion that we had a national gov- 
enmient, which has toppled over at the first breeze ; and Becession, dis- 
union, and treachery are made the rule instead of the exceptiou — so safe 
has it been made for a state to go out that the novelty alone encoiiragea 
the attempt, 

" What has made me most sick at heart is to see the resignations from 
the Navy. I had occasion to go to Washington the last week in No- 
vember, and was astounded to find the extent of the demoralization, not 
only in evet7 department of the government, but among the officers of 
the Navy. I spoke out plainly, I tell you ; told them I had never be- 
lieved that I had been serving two masters ; that I had been nourished, 
fed, and clothed by the general government for over forty years; paid 
whether employed or not; and for whatf — why, to stand by the coun- 
try, whether assailed by enemies from without or from within ; that my 
state had had no part or lot in this sapjKirt ; that my oath declared alle- 
giance to the United States as one to support the Constitution. 

" But if I feel Bore at these resignations, what should a decent man feel 
at the doings in the PeiKacola Navy Yard ? Here I can not trust myself 
to speak ; and the Department accepting these resignations, not waiting 
for a single particulai- after hearing that the Yard had been surrendered ! 
So that, on a reconsti'uction, these two affaire will come back into the 
Navy by treaty, of coiu'se. 

" Thank jou for yow kind congratulations about my orders here ; thcj 
are very acceptable, particulaily if we hold together. 

"I stick by the flag and the national government as long as we iiavc 
one, whether my state do or not, and well she knows it. 

" I have Lardner and Drayton in the Yard with me — nice men ; there 
is no nonsense about the latter, though he is from South Carolina, 

" I have a thousand things to tell you, but must close for the present. 
Please remember me to Commodore Breese. 

"Ever yours most truly, S. F, Dupont. 

" Captain Poote, TI. 8. N. 

"I see you had no idea of being surprised by mobs. Oh, why wai; 
not some one like you at Pensacola? I pass no judgment on the old 
coromodore ; he was in a tight place, and if he had only ironed well the 
traitors under him before he gave np, I should have been thankful." 
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" U. 8. Frigatb ' Wabash,' Hamptoh Eoads, August 7, 1861. 

" My deab Foots, — I received your kind and very welcome letter by 
the S/wde Idand, and am thankful to jou for it. We met the Wwde 
/«Sw!ti off the Trymg Pan Shoais ^hile -ne weie ecunnt, tTi j ve.'.aeis by 
getting pnze maaters and ciewi n bcud of them Ono wis the M<wy 
Alien a jnze to the lel el privateer Bin and the othei in American 
vessel ander English colors just out ftoni TVilminfiton North Carolina. 
These Englishmen m the lebel states aie playing a deep game The 
consuls t Her Mijeity are gmng imencao. vesBels provisional regis- 
ters an 1 are I01 Img them f ji English ports with the products of these 
Soatheiii Stites I went htth vessels to New York but few they will 
be recaptured before tliey get there. The papers we received previous 
to these captures led me to believe that our coast from the capes of Vir- 
ginia to Cape Feaj' was lined with our cruisers in consequence of the ex- 
citement occasioned by the depredations of the J^ Bank. But on my 
anlval here I learn such is not the case. Acting under ray false impres- 
sion, I directed the vessels to keep in shore, and if they are not captured 
it will be a miracle, as I learn that smaO privateers are ready at every 
iuJet along the whole coast of North Carolina to run out in a moment 
and capture any poor devil who may show himself along the coast, I 
begin to believe that our press is a curse to our country. It was its ma- 
lign influence which caused our disaster at Bull Run. These two cap- 
tures and touching on Frying-Pan Shoals without damage ai'c the events 
of the passage from Chaileston. I think if we conld hang about half 
a dozen editors and as many members of Congress, we should get along 
better. I am afraid our President is not equal to the times, and I begin 
to think the Cabinet is badly constructed. Seward seems to he disposed 
to truckle to the English, and the President made a gieat mistake that 
he did not close al! the rebel ports entirely by an edict foibiddmg all 
commercial intercourse with them whatever. This would have prevented 
Lord Lyons and Mr. Mercier troubling us about the blockade It secnie 
to me that the results of our exertions are by no means commensurate 
with the enthusiasm of our people and the unlimited means placed at 
the disposition of om* government. But I will growl no more 

" I congratulate you moat heartily, my dear Foote, on your promotion 
Get a smart, active vessel at once, and come and help us I wish you 
would give my love to Mrs. Foote and Miss Josephme, not foi getting the 
smaller fry, and believe me most truly your friend, 

" Samuel Mbhoee. 

" To Captain A. H. Foote, Navy Yard, New York." 
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These letters, wliieli do honor to the Navy, might, if we 
had the room, be greatly multiplied ; but we will only add 
the following extracts from letters of a little earlier date 
than the preceding, from an officer who a short time before 
had retired from the service to become a farmer at the 
West: 

"ETeats wliich have followed each other for the last month so lapid- 
ly, and all tending to the disraption of our government, and even the 
bonds of society itself, have naturally turned every one's attention to the 
appaUing state of aifaii's likely to aiise in the future. You will not be 
surprised to hear that mj desires look back to my profession. My feith 
in the Union gives me an intense desire to lend my service, such as it is, 
to the support of the Constitution. I ara most satisfectorily situated here, 
with excellent promise of future content and of a peaceful and prosperous 
life, and the idea of returning to the Navy would otherwise never have 
suggested itself I want to hear from you and get your advice. I am 
inclined to view the failure of the Stair of tU West to get to her destina- 
tion as a circumstance reflecting discredit upon the government. I must 
confess to having wished, with all my heart, that your old command 
had been commissioned with that job. My father says, ' Oh that Foote 
had had command of that Star of the West/' He feels keenly tl\e 
shade of indignity put upon his old arm of the service, the artillery, 
and hai'dly allows himself to speak of the outrage upon the flag by 
those ci'azy men at Charleston. If you hear of any thing which would 
argue a solid and great action of the Executive in defense of the gov- 
ernment which he liolda in his weak hands, let me know, and I wi[i 
take steps." * * * 

"I was much gratified, my dear captain, by the receipt of your card, 
which appeared in the TriMne a few dajs since. I heaid of it, and wa.-^ 
anxious to see it. Our papers here, as well as your own, were filled with 
accounts of the 'Navy Yard excitement,' and just such exaggerated sen- 
sational articles as appear in reference to any matter of our day. I was 
quite pei-suaded, and told my friends, tliat in a few days we would prob- 
ably arrive at the truth, and we would then find that ' our Navy ' had 
done nothing subjecting them to ridicule or censure. I had almost de- 
termined to write to you myself and get the ti'uth, when yonr letter came. 
Allow me to say it is a characteristic letter, just such a one as you can 
write— frank, good-humored, truthful, and fearless— the case made clear, 
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iind criticism itself disarmed,* Yesterday I sent a letter to the Presi- 
dent, tendering my services to the government in my old position as 
lieutenant; but I will give you the letter. My object is to have it on 
file. It was as follows: 'In tlie spriug of 1850, when the government 
was at peace and seemed secure in the loyalty of the people, I resigned 
my commission as lieutenant in the Navy, after a sei-vice of eighteen 
years. Eecent revolutionary acts in portions of the territory, and the 
many cases of desertion from the service, fill me with a desire to assist in 
maintaining the integrity of the Union and the honor of its flag, and 
impel me to tender my services to the government. I am ready at a mo- 
ment's notice to return to the Navy, should contingencies arise which 
shail make my services needed.' The letter has not been acknowledged ; 
but as the ieeble individual at the head of the government seems to 
have lost his head, this canies no special sting, I suppose a few days 
will decide our fate now. I await tiiem with intense impatience. A 
great fear for Sumter possesses the public mind here. Should it fall, woe 
to that old man in his native community !" 

" The eve of the eventfu] day has anived, and millions have read the 
inaugural of our new PreMdent. I need hardly say that many in this our 
city lament its tone, and show no disposition to recognize or support the 
high, and, in my view, the only true position assumed by him. For my 
part, I should heartily despise a government which took other gi'ounds, 
and should dcspr.ii- of the people who failed to support it. My letter to 
Buchanan has been passed by without notice I im leidy to renew tht 
offer — m truth tiel that it is a duty for eveiy citizen to uphold to tht 
whole extent of his ability the hi.rh position i'4aumed by the President 
I am willing to nsL life and all m what Beem* to me the only silvation 
of the nation when its integrity is attacked If we shunk fiom thi 
execution of laws the moment thej ai-e lebelled agamst what is to l>e 
come ot us' I de-jpise inch a course ivhich cause" a hitteinei« of tcel 
mg in me which I ne\er fencied I could have Under any pirty I 
would take the same lOur^e ti give my services to uphold the govern 

"It ^ould be a happy day in my lite to find myself once again asso 
ciated with you in upholding the honor and integrity of our beloved 

* Reference here to a letter of Captain Poote's published in the Brook- 
lyn Eagh (January 30th), in refei-ence to a httle flurry in regard to the 
alleged exceeding of his official authority for the pi'otection of the Navy 
Yard. 
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ilag. Selfishness, cowardice, and depraved party necessities seem to be 
M.rrayed against the purity and unity of our once glorious nation." 

This has the true ring. It must have gone home to the 
heart of his former commander. While it can not be denied 
that Foote struggled for a time, as a great many did, with the 
political problems of the honr, and even strove, ae did Critten- 
den and others, to discover some impossible compi-omise- 
ground, yet when the time for action came he was found at 
his post of duty. He had no hesitation as to his own course. 
That was clear as the sun in heaven. 0]ie day, while dis- 
cussing these mattei-s witii his brother John, he said : " Well, 
brotlier John, tell mo plainly, do you mean to fight ? If you 
don't mean to fight, then don't express your opinions so loudly. 
As for me, I intend to fight." 

Although he had now held for some time the title of cap- 
tain, yet he did not receive his actual commission to the cap- 
taincy until June 29, 1861. His worth and capacity.were then 
also fully recognized. In this hour of need the government 
gladly turned to him and to the few who were like him. He 
received an order, August 23d, to proceed to Washington, and 
report in person to the Naval Department. He was removed 
from the Navy Yard August 26th, and was appointed to the 
command of the naval operations in the Western watei-s. 
The following is the order of his appointment: 

" Navy Dbpaktment, ■Washihoton, Anipmt SO, 1861, 
" Sin,— You have beeu selected to take command of the naval opera- 
tions upon the Western waters, now organizing under the' dii-ection of 
the War Department 

" You will therefore proceed to St. Louis, Missouri, with a!l practi- 
cal dispatch, and place yourself in communication with Major-General 
John C. Fremont, United States Army, who commands the Army of 
the West. You will co-operate fully and freely with him as to your 
movements. 

"Requisitions must be made upon the Wai' Department tiirougli Gen- 
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eval Fremont, and whatever the Army can not fijmiBli the Navy will en- 
deavor to supply, having due regard to the operations on the coast 

"The Western movement is of the greatest importance, and the De- 
pai'tmcnt assigns you this duty, having full confidence in your zeal, fidel- 
ity, and judgment. I am, reapectfiiUy, 

" GiDEOM Welles, Secretary of the Navy. 

" Captain Andrew H. Foote, U. 8. Navy, "Washuigton, D. 0." 

As we now commence a new period, by far the meet im- 
fjortant and brilliant one of Admiral Foote's life, we reserve 
further details respecting the new field for the next chapter. 
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OIIArTEE XIII. 

AI'POIN'J'MEKT TO COMMAND OF NAVAL OrERATIONS AT THE WEST. 
— THE WESTERN FLOTILLA. 

The official account of Captain Foote's appointment to tiiu 
command of naval operations on the Western waters is thus 
hrieflj given in Secretaiy Welles's Eeport of December 1, 
1862: 

" Besides these large squadrons on our maritime frontier, it became a 
necessity at on early period of the insuiTedion to have an oi'ganized 
naval force on the Mi^issippi and its tributaries. On May 16, 1861, 
Commander John RodgeiB was directed to report to the War Depart- 
ment, which in the preliminary stages assumed the chief expense, for the 
purpose of initiating an armed flotilla on the Western waters, and imme- 
diately entered upon his duties. Proceeding to the West, he purchased 
steamers which, rtnder his supervision, were fitted, armed, and armored 
as gun-boaffi, and thus was commenced the organization of the Mississip- 
pi flotilla, which a few months later made itself felt in a succession of 
achievements that electrified the country. But before Commander 
Eodgera had an opportunity of completing his arrangements and taking 
his vessels into action, be was succeeded by Captain A. H. Foote, whose 
cnet^es and talents were exeit«d in creating and preparing that Navy on 
the Western watei-a which he soon made bo serviceable to the country. 
PainfiiUy wounded at Port Doaeison, he was relieved the 9th of May by 
Captain Charles H.Davis, who was soon after appointed Chief of the Bu- 
reau of Navigation, and in October rehnqnished the command. By or- 
der of Congress the gun-hoat fleet was transferred to the Navy, and now 
constitutes an important squadron, tinder the command of Acting Rear- 
Admiral D. D. Porter, who entered upon his duties the ISth of October. 

" When Flag-officer Foote arrived at St. Louis, and on the 6th of Sep- 
tember, 1861, assumed command of the Western fiotilla, the forces con- 
sisted of three wooden vessels in commission, which Imd been pur- 
chased, equipped, and armed as gun-boats by Commander John Rod- 
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gers; and there were nine iron-clad gun-boats and tMrty-eiglit mortar- 
lioats in course of constructioii. 

" The Bervice was anomalous in its character, and there was with many 
great incredulity as to the utility and practicability of gun-boats in car- 
rying on hostilities on the rivers, where it was believed batteries on tlic 
lianka could prevent their passage There were also embarrassments for 
want of fun I9 and of matenal for naval piirpoies there bemg no Navy 
Tiard or navil J6pot on tl e Western watMs All the&e difeculties Tvere 
met and surmountel by the energetic and eiScicnt officer to whim the 
luty w-LS intiusted wh ■« per&everance and courage in oveicomiig the 
! sticlei that imped d and retarded his operations m creating a nver 
Navy weie scarcely lurpassed by the hcrtic quahties di'iplayed m subse 
luent weli fought actions on th decks ot the gnnbiats he had unlei 
■so many liscouracements pr pired 

Tlie disasters witli which the beginnings o£ the war were 
signalized aroused the government to a sense of the vastness 
of the work which was before them ; and preparations both 
for the increase of the Army and Navj were begun on a 
scale of commensurate magnitnde. Additions were made to 
all the squadrons, the outlying ships were called in, a fleet of 
steam gun-boats was built, armed ateamers, eonsti-ueted for 
speed,* were added to the blockade service, and the recruiting 
for the !Navy was caiTied forward with an enthusiasm and a 
success that never before were witnessed in the history of tlie 
American Navy. 

But the marked feature in the history of oi.iv Navy in the 

* In refei'encc to swift steamers of light draught, the following order 
was sent to the commanding officer of the New York Navy Yard: 

"Nayt Department, AfrU 31, 1861. 
" Commodore Samuel L, Breesk, Navy Yard, New York : 

" Sir,— By order of the President of the United States, you will forth- 
with procure ten steamers capable of mounting a 9-inoh pivot gun, with 
light draught, about nine or twelve feet, having particular reference to 
strength and speed. You will consult with Commodore Foote, the naval 
constructor, and such other persons as are capable of giving information 
and advice. Charter on the best possible terms for thi'ee months, with 
the option of the government purchasing them within that time at a 



Hosted byGoogle 



156 Life of Admiral Foote. 

year 1861 was the introduction of iron-plated steam-shipa, 
armed with a few guns of the very heaviest calibre^the gen- 
uinely American idea of uniting tho smalleat vulnerable sur- 
face with the greatest destructive power. On the 3d of Au- 
gust, 1861, Congi-ess passed an act authorizing the Secretary 
of the Navy " to appoint a board of tlii-ee skillful naval offi- 
cers to investigate the plans and specifications that may be 
submitted for the construction and completion of iron-clad 
steam-sliips or steam-batteries, and on their report, should it 
be favorable, the Secretary of the Navy will cause one or 
more armored, or iron or steel clad steam-ships or floating 
steam-batteries to be built ; and there ia hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
the sura of $1,500,000." Commodores Joseph Smith and II. 
Paulding, with Captain 0. H. Davis, were appointed to this 
board, and their report was presented of the date of Septem- 
ber 15. The result of this was tlie construction of those ar- 
mored vessels and monitors contracted for by Eric^on, Mer- 
rick & Sons, and S. C. Bushnell & Co., whose services were so 
wonderfully timely. It is altogether possible that iron-plated 
vessels and batteries will be superseded, since already project- 
iles have been invented under whose impact solid 44-inch 
armor splits like glass, and nothing in the shape of iron or 



stipulated price; these veaaels to be immediately removed to tbe Knvj 
or privnte yards, with the necessary alterations and equipments to render 
them efficient for the service required. 

"I am your obedient servant, 

"GmBOH Welles, Secretary of the Navy." 

Similar letters were sent to Boston and Philadelphia. When it \s. con- 
sidered that, comparatively speaking, with no Navy, or material for one 
to begin with, the immense number of six hundred vessels— most of 
them steamei-s — required to close up three thousand five hundred miles 
of blockade, and the fleets for outlying service and upon the Western 
wntera, were, in a space of time to be reckoned by months, made ready 
for efficient service, we are justly amR;ied at the energy exhibited by the 
Naval Department during the war. 
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steel can resist them ; but for the emergency of our war, the 
original genius that adapted iron to the system of naval at- 
tack and defense can not be too gratefully remembered. 
Upon the little tiirreted monitor of Ericsson on the 9th of 
March, 1862— an untried craft, at which old sailors looked 
askant, and about which the most hopeful had serious doubte 
— tlie fate of the Navy, the safety of the national capital, and 
the existence of the republic, seemed to be suspended; but 
after that four-hours' fight with tlie Merrimaek, the question 
was settled, and a total revolution was wrought in tlie defen- 
sive capacity and relative strength of nations. The vast crop 
of monitois and their huge contemporaries, such as the Jfew 
Ironsides, Weehawhen, Dictator, Monadnock, and Mianiono- 
mah, clad with invulnerable scales, and pointed with destruc- 
tive rams, swarmed our Atlantic waters, and made the threat 
of foreign invasion an empty breatli. They literally " wai-ned 
off " all intermeddlers. But the same principle was also ap- 
plied to operations on our Western rivei-s and wateiB. Soon 
after taking charge of the Western Department, Major-Gen- 
eral Fremont became convinced of the necessity of preparing 
a fleet of gun-boats for the purpose of acting with the Army, 
and of commanding the Mississippi and its tributaries. The 
fleet, when finally completed, under the successive commands 
of Eodgers and Foote, especially the last, who brought it to 
perfection and carried it into operation, consisted of twelve 
gun-boats, seven of them iron-clad, and able to resist all ex- 
cept the heaviest solid shot, and costing on an average 
$89,000 each. The boats were built very wide in proportion 
to their length, so that on the smooth river waters they might 
liave almost the steadiness of stationary land batteries when 
discharging their heavy guns.* This flotilla, carrpng one 
hundred and forty-thi-ee gune, was as follows : 

* Lossing's " Civil War in Ameiica," toI. ii., p, 108. 

L 
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MamA Gity . 

Giitdrmati . . 

Louisnille . . 

Garmidelet . . 



Cairo 13 

Fitters 13 

LfMngton 6 



Taylm- 



Some of these guns were 64-poimders, some were 42-pound- 
ers,* and none were less than 32-pounders. Each boat also 
carried a Dahlgren 10-inch shell gun, the Benton, Foote's 
flag-ship, having two of these in her forward battery. But 
we will speak more particnlarly of the construction and liis- 
toiy of these boats before the close of the chapter. 

When Captain Foote went to his head-qaai-tere at St. Louis, 
on the 6t!i of September, 1861, lie at once took up the work 
which had been commenced by his predecessors. It can not 
be denied that he went to this Western field from a simple 
sense of duty, his decided preference being to have a purely 
naval command, in which he doubtless would soon have made 
his mark on the Southern coast. He loved blue water and 
plenty of sea-room. He was every inch a sailor, and had little 
taste for soldiering and for amphibious operations in swamps 
and rivei-s. This work on Western waters was a "hybrid 
service," part on land and part on water — something demand- 
ing totally new expedients. It was an untried field, involv- 
ing in every part and aspect of it immense perplexities, difEi- 
ciilties, and, to any but the most energetic man, impossibili- 
ties. Of course the preparation of the boats was his fij-st 
care. He could do nothing until these were ready, and fitted 
for their work on waters of a peculiar character and beset 
with peculiar obstacles. The creation of this fleet, which be- 

* Wherever iS-pounden are spoken of, it should be understood that 
tliey were really 7-inch iifle guns, the guns were old 42-pounders. 
smooth bore, that had liecn iifled, and the shells used in them weighed 
some eighty pounds. 
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came the terror of rebeldom on the Mississippi, Otunberlaiid, 
and Tennessee rivers, he himself regarded as the greatest 
achievement of his life. Tlie fighting of them he looked 
upon as a secondary matter. 

The work ali-eady done upon these boats, such as the Lex- 
ington and the Conestoga, which were handed over to him 
when he aesnmed the command, was, in some important re- 
spects, bungling and imperfect. Captain Foote, in a letter 
addressed to the Secretary of the Navy, thus speaks of the 
condition of the fieet at that time ; 

" On assumiDg tlie commancl, September 6, 1881, the force consisted 
of three woodeu vessels in commission, purchased, equipped, and armed 
as gun-boats by Commander Rodgers. There were also nine iron-clad 
gnn-hoats and thirty-eight moitai-boats in process of building. Seven 
of these gun-boats had been contracted for bj Quartei-master-General 
Meigs, under authority of the War Department ; and the two remaining 
boats were purchased and converted into gun-boats by oi'der of Major- 
General Fremont. The thirty-eight moi-tar-boats were also built by order 
of General Fremont ; these were built of solid timber, without motive 
power, and were each designed to carry a single mortar. The iron-clad 
boats had less than one half of the vessel plated, while its most vulner- 
able part had on it but two and a half inches of plate." 

In consequence of wanting money, credit, and material, 
neither gun nor mortar boats conld be completed within 
the time specified by contract. " If they had been finished 
two months earlier than they were," says Captain Peniiock, 
" there would have been no Columbus, no Island No. Ten, 
no Memphis, no Vicksbnrg, and the Western forces might 
all have been sent East. Every thing turned on tliose two 
months." 

But new vigor was now infused into the work. Every thing 
was left in Foote's hands, as the following letter testifies : 

" St. Lodis, SepteirAer 10, 1861. 

" SiK,— In coiiscciucnce of the duties which press upon my attention, 
I am necessarily forced to ti'ust much to your diseretiim. You will, there- 
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fore, in the duty confided to you, use your own judgment in caiTyhig out 
the ends of government. 

" Spare no effort to accomplish the object in view with the least possi- 
ble delay, J. C. Fbemont, Major-General Commanding, 

" Captain A. H. Foote, Commanding tJ, 8. Naval ) 
Forces on the Western Waters, St Louia." f 

Material improvements were made in tlic plating and anii- 
ing of the vessels ; the casting of the guns at the fort Pitt 
Foundery, Pittsburg, was expedited ; mortars and shells were 
largely conti-aeted for, although at fii-st Poote was somewhat 
donbfcful in regard to mortar-boata without motive power, as 
being unserviceable in waters with rapid current; but he 
seems to have been convinced by the arguments of Assistant- 
Secretary Fox and of his experienced subordinates, and, more 
than all, afterward by actual use. Some more vivid idea of 
the questions, small and great, that had to be settled may be 
obtained from tlie business letters of those under his com- 
mand, especially the letters of that active officer Lieutenant 
S. L. Phelps, who, in Eodgers's as weU as in Foote's time, had 
an important part in getting the fleet ready. Lieutenant 
Phelps says, writing from Louisville before the boats were 
floated down the Ohio : 

" The carpenters have left the Ledngton and the Gonestoga. There is no 
p nt for the boats. The Ledngton has exhausted the supply put on 
boa d bj ontractora. I find the people have got an idea that there is a 
chance f contract — upon which our country has gone mad, and about 
wh h t 3 worse than dishonest^-to get the vessels over the bara Any 
one of tl ese river men is ready to enter into a contract to do it, even if 
there i. not a particle of chance to succeed, knowing well that it is an 
easy matter to get relief from Congress for two or three times the amount 
of their outlay, whether successful or not, as the government is liberal, and 
only needs the show of having undertaken to serve it for a good basis to 
recover largely. I make it my business to gather all the infoiination I 
can about the river below, and I am satisfied the steamers can not now 
be floated out in any manner. The officers have not a cent to send to 
market and start the messes. What shall be done?" 
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At another time the Heutenant writes : 

" The more I examine the work on the Oonestoga, tlie more disgracefiil 
patching it seems to be. The Lexingtm is best done, but none well ; and 
the joiner-work all around is more like the work of common laborers 
than of mechanics. The boat davits are not up, and no attempt made 
to put them up ; the same of the iron ties and bai^s over tbe boilers. In 
the Tayhr jou can not get from aft forward without walking over the 
boilers. No attempt has been made to deck ovei' for a gangway. The 
contract calls for swinging booms — none are provided. I am persuaded 
that you will And it necessary to get authority to issue navy rations, and 
to have navy regulations in regard to commutation, etc. It wUl be the 
only way to save annoyaaces and losses to us. The army is not flt for 
shipboard, and won't do at all." 

" U. S. GuK-BOAT ' Tavlob,' Motjmd Citv, October 3, 1861. 

" 8iK,— A draft on the assistant-quai-terraaster of St. Louis for two thou- 
sand dollars, indoi'sed by me and discounted by the Cairo City Bank, 
enabled me to pay a small amount to the officers and some of the more 
needy of our crew; but we are sadly in want of funds to complete and 
equip our boats for service, and pay the bills already incuri'ed in altera- 
tions and repaii^ Mr. Hamilton complains that the burden is more than 
he can bear. Government has failed to pay him toward the construction 
of tbe new gun-boats according to contract, and the bills for the repairs 
of the Lexmgtmi and Gimestoga are still unpaid. I hope, therefore, for his 
sake as well as our own necessitieB, you may sncceed in obtaining some 
money forthwith. 

" Commander Stembel called at the bank to have a draft discounted, 
the same as ours, and was informed by Mr. 8afford that the one we sent 
had not been honored, and until it was he should not feel as if he could 
extend the amount. He, however, after some arguing, consented to let 
Commander Stembel have one thousand dollars, but refuses further ac- 
commodation until our draft is paid, and so the matter stands. Mr. Saf- 
fordaccommodatedus more on the faith of the Navy than iiom any con- 
fidence he bad in the Quartermaster's Department ; and I trust through 
yonr influence, and for the benefit of the otJiei's, that our draft will be 
met immediately. 

" May I ask of you the trouble to ascertain if our requisitions for sun- 
dry aiticles^countersigned by General Grant, and forwarded from the 
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Quartermaster's Department at Cairo — reached the Department at St. 
Louis ? and, if so, if they have been attended to ! We need the articles 
for immediate use, and are suffering without them. The articles of lard 
and coal-oil are selling at Cincinaati at prices fiir below the range here, 
and it would b« a great saving to government if we could make imme- 
diate rec[ui3ition for a supply for the thi'ee vessels. 

" Mattel's are very quiet about Cairo. The CmEStoga has gone up the 
river under orders to Owensboro. General Grant informed Commander 
Stembel that he had nothing for bim to do, and desired that he might 
cruise up and down the ilver a few miles either way, to let the rebels 
know we were moving. Under these circumstances I shall remain here 
till the vessel is completed, unless otherwise ordered. 

"It is approaching winter; it will be necrasary to have some means of 

heating our apartments. I would suggest the use of steam-pipes. The 

main supply could come from the escape-pipe, and thus appropriate to 

good use what would be lost. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" H. Walks, Commander U. 8. N. 

" Capt^D A. H. Foote, commanding Naval Forces 1 
on Western Waters, St.Louis, Mo." S 

(Telegram.) 

" Caibo, JVovemte' 33, 1881. 
" To CoMMODOBE Foote, — I would inform you that the Mississippi is 
falling, with scant six feet. Would it not be well to send the gun-boats 
whQe it is possible 1 V. S. Grabt." 

(Telegi-am.) 

" Cairo, Ifoverriber 30, 1861. 
" To Commodore Foote, — Two or thi'ee rebel gun-boats have made a 
reconnoissance down the Tennessee. General Small requests that' a gun- 
boat iiom here be sent, I have none. U. 8. Grant." 

(Telegram.) 

" Washington, Veiemher 23, 1861. 
" To Captain A. H, Pootb, — ^The general-in-chief has directed Gen- 
eral Halleck to send to the gun-boats eleven t nndred men from unanued 
regiments, M. C. Mbiob." 
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(Tclegriim.) 

" OAiKO, Becen/lm- 11, 1861. 
" To A. H, FooTB, — General McClellan will order to-day eleveu hun- 
di'cd men to be detailed for your boats. We have vessels waiting for 
men. A great many of our ships go to sea without any Navy officer on 
board ; but we can give you Lieutenants Bijant and Thompson, dates of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, and possibly some commanders. 

"G. A. Fox, Assistant-Secretary of Navy." 

(Telegram.) 

"WAeHraoTON.DeMHjfecSO, 18C1. 
" To Flao-Ofticer Footb,— After waiting four days, I have had an 
interview with Meigs, presenting accounts for more than three hundred 
thousand dollars. I can obtain no assurance of receiving a dollar, and 
must return as I came. Will leave this evening for Cairo. 

" Jambs B. Eads." 
(Te]egram.) 

" WASHmoTOM, JanvnTy 10, 1863. 
" To A, H. FoOTE,— The Pi'esident desires immediately a ftiU report 
of the numher of jour gun-boats, armament, crew, etc., and fiill particu- 
lars in relation to the mortar-boats, the number in commission, number 
of mortars mounted, number of mortare ready to mount, and the time of 
coiiipletioa of all the boats. 

" G. V. Fox, Assist ant- Secretary of Navy." 

(Telegram.) 

" Caiko, January 2fi, 1862. 

"To Captaih A.II.FonTE,— The President orders if Flag-OfHcerFoote 

can find a suitable boat wliich he can purchase at a fair price, let him 

purchase it at once. You will be governed accordingly in procuring a 

boat for the mortar-flotilla, ' M. 0. Meigs." 

(Telegram.) 

" CmciNKATi, Fel/rtMry 3, 1863. 
"To Fias-Ofpicbk A. H. Foote,— Can not buy Weitem for less than 
twenty thousand dollars. Shall I buy her? It is absolutely necessary 
that Mr. Magee come here immediately. How many men and shells is 
the steamboat to be iittcd for ! Answer immeclintely. 

"J. P. Sanford." 
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i speeimena of the great iiumber of such letters, 
Qd commiiiiications— some of them still more ind- 
ent, and relating to more important and difficult matters— that 
might be given, showing the mnltiplicity of detail, and the 
perplexing questions of all Idnds that were constantly coming 
up and requiring immediate decision — questions in regard to 
ordnance, to money supplies, to the obtaining of fit mechanics, 
to tlie equipping and manning of the vessels, and especially in 
relation to the work to be done upon the vessels themselves, 
which, peculiar in their build and novel in their adaptation of 
iron-plating to river steamboats, required close watching and 
the gi-eatest scientific skill. It remains only to speak more 
definitely than has yet been done of the origin of this famous 
flotilla. 

As early as April, 1861, the government was convinced of 
the military importance of the Western rivei-s and waters. 
Attorney-General Bates wrote to James B. Eads, of StLonis, a 
man of great mechanical genius and enei-gy of character, who 
liad been engaged in removing obstructions from the Missis- 
sippi and its great tributaries, respecting the use of steam gun- 
boats upon the rivers. Mr. Eads's plan was referred to Com- 
modore Paulding, who reported favorably upon it, and a naval 
officer, Captain John Bodgers, was detailed to go to the West 
and consult with Mr. Eads. The result of this consultation 
was that in the latter part of May and in June the f reight-and- 
passenger Ohio steamers Oonestoga, Taylor, and Leadngton 
were altered at Cincinnati, and armed as gun-boate. These 
vessels were not plated, but were protected by oak bulwarks 
against musket-balls. 

During the month of July following, the quartermaster- 
general advei-tised for proposals to construct a number of en- 
tirely new iron-clad gun-boats for the service of the Missis- 
sippi River. The same Mr. Eads was the successful bidder. 
" The Department decided to construct seven of these vessels. 
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eaoh of about six Imndred tons, to draw six feet, to carry thir- 
teen heavy guns, to be plated with iron two and a half inches 
thick, and to steam nine miles per hour. They were one hun- 
dred and seventy-five feet long, and fifty-one and a half feet 
wide ; the hnlls of wood ; their sides projected from the bot- 
tom of the boat to the water-line at an angle of about thirty- 
five degrees, and from the water-line the aides fell back at 
about the same angle to form a slanting casemate, the gnn- 
deck being bnt a foot above water. This slanting casemate 
extended across the hidl, near the bow and stem, forming a 
quadrilateral gun-deck. Three 9 or 10 inch guns were placed 
in the bow, four similar ones on each side, and two smaller 
ones astern. The casemate inclosed the wheel, which was 
placed in a recess on the stem of the vessel. The plating was 
two and a half inches thick, thirteen inches wide, and was 
rabbeted on the edges to make a more perfect joint."* 

These seven vessels were begun and carried forward with 
immense energy, and were finished and ready for armament 
within one hundred days after the signing of the contract. 
The first of them, and, indeed, the firat United States iron- 
clad, with her boilers and engines on board, was launched in 
Carondelet, Missouri, on the 12th of October, 1861. She was 
named the St. Louis by Admiral Foote ; but when the fleet 
was transferred from the War Department to the Navy, this 
name was changed to the De Kalh, there being another com- 
missioned vessel at that time named the St. Louis. Then 
followed the Oaronddet, Gimdnnati, Louisville, Moui\d Oity, 
Cairo, and Pittsburg. Shortly after, tlie most powerful ves- 
sel of them all, and which played an important part in the 
war as the flag-ship of Admiral I'oote — the ^era^ott— was 
altered and plated from the basis of a very large and stout 
Bna"--boafc that had borne the same name. Some smaller 

* Boyuton's •' History of the Navy during the Rebellion," vol. i., p. 501. 
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ts, partially armored, wei-e added, and tlina, in an incred- 
ibly short time, there was prepared "a powcrfnl scuiadroii, 
aggregating five thousand tons, capable of steaming at nine 
knots per hour, each heavily armored, fnlly equipped, and 
ready for their annament of one hinidred and seven large 
guns." 

This rapid generalization does not convey any conception 
of the incessant detail and the wearing toil, night and day, 
week-days and Sundays, of those who were chiefly concerned 
in the getting up, or extemporizing, as it were, of this fleet, 
whose peculiar cliaracter necessitated tlie invention of new 
machinery, and the establishment of new navy yards, dock 
yards, rolling-mills, machine-shops, foundries, forges, and saw- 
mills. " The timber to form the hulls of the vessels was as yet 
uncut in the forests, and the engines to drive thera were un- 
built." Of course the general supervision of this work — ^cer- 
tainly during the latter half of it — and tlie impelling will that 
carried it all forward, and brought it up to a point where it 
was wrought into a most complete and formidable instntmen- 
tality of destruction, without which the power of reboldom at 
tlie West could not have been broken — this undoubtedlv was 
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his who maiuly bore its responsibility ; but, like the labors of 
Perry in constructing his giin-boat fleet on Lake Erie, while 
the work was ai-diioua, it was the snre means of final success. 

The letters of Captain Foote betray the intense anxiety that 
lie felt, but they bespeak at the same time the unflinching 
spirit of the man in carrying on this anomalous work, which 
was, as has been remarked, wholly uncongenial to him. He 
wished to surround himself with naval men, and lie succeeded 
in doing so to a considerable extent; but his sailor soul was 
harassed by having to operate through the Army Department, 
through Army agents and civil contractoi's, and landsmen and 
river men of all kinds, some of the latter being most finished 
specimens of Western Yankees intensified. 

Bdt there were some encouraging features. The whole 
country was looking on with interest; and at Washington 
Secretary Welles, and, above all, Foote's warm pei"sonal 
friends, Gustavns Yasa Fox, the Assistant - Seeretaiy of the 
Navy, one of the most able and far-sighted men in the govern- 
ment, and Commodore Joseph Smith, who from the earliest was 
a main promoter of the iron-clad innovation^-these, as far as 
they had time and opportunity, were unwearied in tlieir aid. 

A few extracts from Commodore Smith's letters, written at 
this period, will close the chapter. Under the date of Octo- 
ber 25, 1861, he writes : 

" Great excitement prevails on account of the fall of Lexington, and it 
seems that General Fremont has incurred the displeaaure of many for 
not supportmg Colonel Mulligan better. What the result may he is yet 
to be seen. We we behind in equipment, for want of guns of the proper 
kind. Rifled cannon may be very useflil m certam portions and ciM.t, 
but my opinion: is that heavy shot fiom smooth borta will be more de 
structjve than the rifled proje^ctiles Some of eicli may be well Mis- 
souri and Kentucky seem now to be the most interesting points, and we 
should have double the men in those regions that we liive I thmk the 
Department will be disposed to favor you, foi none m tbp Na^ ■\ ^.tand 
before jou. You see what changL» in sc[uaJron» have brin midi,— a 
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lieutenant in comniancl of one of our largest ships ! It ia said tViat our 
Navy oiHcera are too old — be it so ; I am reiidy to be put into the hop- 
per to be ground over again. Don't know what the Board will do, and 

"Pity our^Mfeof the Navy could not haie let well enough alone, and 
left the Department to furlough ineflicient ofiieera while it had the 
powei' to do so. Oh, my country! I feel foi her misfortune and feai 
for her destiny. But thei-e is a highei Power, anil I trust aftei He has 
suiEciently acoui^ed us we shall return to our duty and to peaee Wr 
are too sordid for patriotism, and until the selfish pi-mciplc shall bt 
eradicated we shall continue to suffer." 

Under October 31st he writes : 

"I unda-staud all your emban'assments ; 5)ut if any man can overcome 
them, you can. I spoke to tlie Secretary about sending men to yon, and 
I understand tliey will be taken from Fort EllswortJi, near Alexandria, 
and sent to you forthwith — and good men they are. We are presised 
here for supplies, ail transportation being cut off except by the Baltimore 
Eaili-oad. Supplies now ai'e at a moat ruinous price, but we hope soon 
to open the Potomac by upsetting the batteries studded on the Virginia 
bank of that river. What are to be the next movements of the Anny of 
the Potomac I do not know. I hope when they do move they will 
sweep clean as they go. I have seen the man liere who ftimiahed the 
iron for plating your boats ; it is sufficient to break, or stop, or turn the 
enemy's shot, I think." 

He aays, December 31 : 



i your general orders to Dahlgren, who said they could 
not be criticised. It is difficult to prepare a flotilla in the circumstances 
in which you are placed; but you will master it, and come out all light 
We are going at the rate of *300,0Q0 per diem, and upon the rag system. 
You have read Sewai-d's reply to Lord John Russell's demand. It is in- 
genious, yassy, too long, hut able. Our diplomacy with England stands 
'Wilkes, w. Apology.' We shall, I trust, sti'ike a death-blow to the Confed- 
erate hopes before many months pass ; if we do not, our country will be 
in a lamentable condition. The black clouds around us look threaten- 
ing ; but I trust they have a silver lining which will dispel them after a 
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FIE8T OrEEATIONS OF " FOOTe's FLOTrLLA." THK AO'.CION AT 

Lucas's isend, and kkconnoiteikg expeditions, 

H"ow tliat the war is over, we can afford to give our whiloai 
Southern foes *.he credit of great ability in military affaire, 
and to recognize the truly formidable natnre of the rebellion 
that was organized against the national life. They certainly 
far sui'passed us at the more calm and sluggish Noith in the 
force, rapidity, and skill of the eai'ly operations and disposi- 
tions of the war. From the fact also that there was a real 
despotism at the South, and a spirit of intense, passionate con- 
centration upon one subject, the Southerners hurled themselv^ 
with desperate energy into the struggle. In point of teiTitory, 
also, the country was about equally divided ; for the Ohio 
River really formed the northern defensive line of the rebel 
states. Kentucky's neutrality was of such a natnre as to give 
free scope to the enemy's operations; the Mississippi !River 
below Columbus was entirely sealed up; in Missouri tlie re- 
bellion had a strong basis for attack upon the Northwestern 
States; and, in fact, the rebel line presented an almost un- 
broken front of fortified posts from the mouth of the Ohio to 
the mouth of the Potomac. Success in Virginia alone could 
avail but little to break this line of defense unless at the West 
it was penetrated and cut in two. Vast masses of Southern 
troops were eoncenti-ated in Tennessee between Nashville and 
the Mississippi Kiver, and also in Eastern Tennessee ; but how 
to come at these, and how to project and maintain Northern 
armies in hostile states, bo far from the base of supplies, was a 
difficult question, and, at the time, one wholly incapable of 
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being answered so long as the great river communications of 
the West were in the power of the euemj. The Oliio Kiver 
was to be kept open through its entire length; the Cumber- 
land and Tennessee rivere were to be cleared of their formi- 
dable fortifications ; Kentucky and Tennessee were to be held 
possesion of with a strong grasp ; Columbus was to be flank- 
ed, and the Mississippi Eiver to be opened to its mouth— 
these were the problems that presented themselves to om- gov- 
ernment to be solved before it could hope to deal successfully 
with the rebellion at the West, or with the rebellion at all in 
its essential strength. 

We have in this country been put to scliool by the hard 
schoolmistr^s, War, and have leai-ned a great deal of the ge- 
ogi-aphj of our own country tliat we did not know before; 
and, above all, we have (»me to undei'stand better than before 
the magnificent system of inland water communication that 
traverses our vast territo]7, and makes it available, not only to 
the peaceful offices of commerce, but the sterner uses of war. 
The inhabitants of the rebel states grasped the idea sooner 
than we at the North did, and they promptly seized upon the 
Western rivers as tliey had done upon the Potomac ; but they 
evidently did not anticipate the creation and powerful charac- 
ter of the Northern gnn-boate, although npon the Mississippi 
they themselves had commenced at an eai-ly date the con- 
struction of iron-elads and the armoring of river steamers al- 
I'eady in use. 

The first operations of " Foote's Flotilla," now that the gun- 
boats were fast becoming prepared for action, M'ore wholly 
tentative, and chiefly directed to exploring expeditions and 
reconnoissancra on the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee riv- 
ers. They were at this time under the immediate control of 
the War Department, and were more especially to act iu co- 
opei-ation with tlie army force under General Grant, whose 
head-quarters wore at Cairo; but Captain Foote, strenuous for 
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the independence and freedom of lik command, while at tlie 
same time prompt to co-operate with the Army, seemed at first 
to be busy in h-ying the capacities of his fleet before attempt- 
ing great things. He sent his grim river-dogs, singly or two 
in company, up and down these watere on short excnrsions to 
spy out tlie enemy's position, and sometimes to give them a 
httle taste of what was to come. It was charactei-istic of him 
not to attempt any thing important until he -was perfectly 
ready, and then he moved swiftly. 

One of these early minor but not unimportant expeditions, 
made in conjunction with the land forces, is what is called the 
light of " Lucas's Bend." Eight miles below Cairo, at I>forfolk, 
a town in Missouri, there was a body of rebel ti-oops whom 
General G]-ant determined to dislodge, and two vessels of the 
flotilla— the Lexington and the Oonestoga—were at once put 
in requisition. The narrative of this action is briefly given in 
the following letter, written by Lieutenant Phelps, command- 
ing the Conestoga : 

" U. 8. Gun-boat ' Ookestoca,' Caiho, III., i 
Sq)teml£r 10, 1861. \ 

'■' Captain A. H. Poote, U. S. K, commanding NaTJil Forces, "Western 

" BiE,— 1 have to inform yon that this morning I got under way with 
this vessel, in company with the Lexington, at the request of Colonel 
Waggoner, and went down the river to cover an advance of troops from 
Norfolk in that direction. After passing considerably belon the forcei 
on shore, the Lexington turned back to be nearer them. I pioceeded on 
farther down to examine the head of Island No. Two for a reported bat 
tery, but failed to find it. I, however, discovered the enemy m foice on 
the Missouri side at Lucas's Bend, and at once opened Are upon their ai 
tillery ajid cavalry. The enemy had about sixteen pieces of lield artil 
lery, and, it is believed, one heavy piece in battery. Several of then 
pieces were rifled cannon, and ranged to and beyond this vessel sinking 
all about her. In a short time Commander Stembel, hearing our guns, 
came down with the Lemigton, and joined in the flght. The rebels 
moved their liatteries from point to point, while we availed ourselves of 
M 
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our motive power to move up stream as the enemy would, attempt- to 
move up, back from the banks, and bring their several batteries out at 
different places to Are a few rounds, and then gaUop to some other point. 
Their force of cavaby was considerable, and I flred several shells among 
them with great appai'ent effect. The shell and shot of both our vessels 
were lodged among their batteries. Both the Lemmtm and this vessel 
retired out of range for a short time about one o'clock, hoping to lead 
the enemy up higher, to where our land forces were. Two steamera of 
the enemy liad come up from Columbus, one of them the gun-boat Yan- 
kee, which also opened fire on us ; but I found our guns could not reach 
them where they lay below the batteries. At about two o'clock I again 
dropped down with this vessel, determined to try a shot again at the reb- 
el gan-boat. The first shot must have struck her on the ricochet, as it 
touched the water close alongside, and she at once started down stream, 
"The Lexington again came up, and, it is believed, succeeded in land- 
ing an 8-inch shell in the Taniee's wheel-house and side, where it burst. 
At aU events, the vessel appeared to be greatly injured, and went off 
with but one engine working. She retired under the batteries at Colum- 
bus, where the other one had previously gone. Our boats again opened 
fire upon the enemy's batteries, and betbre five o'clock we had silenced 
them entirely, driven their force out of reach, and without any injury to 
ourselves. I am satisfied we did great damage to the enemy. "While 
retiring, this boat was flred upon with musketry by an enemy conceal- 
ed in a thicket, and one man, Nelson Castle, quartermaster, was shot 
through the arm and in the forehead. I think he will recover, but an 
operation will be required upon hia skull. I at once opened with canis- 
ter upon the thicket, and quickly cleared it of the rebels. Some of 
them were shot by our small-arms men. I can not speak too highly of 
the spirit and will of the crew, scarcely one of whom had been under fire 
before. I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" 8. L. PHELrs, Lieutenant U. S, N." 

Captain Foote maltes the following report to General Fre- 
mont of a reconnoitring expedition which he himself con- 
ducted : 

" OwENSBOKO, Kt., Sq>t. 35, 1861. 

" Genbral, — Agreeably to your orders per telegram of the 32d instant, 
and further instructions from General Grant, commanding at Cairo, to 
proceed to Owensboro with tlie gun-boats for the purpose of keeping the 
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Ohio Eiyer open, and to dislodge the rebels supposed to have teen in 
possession of that place, I proceeded to Paducali on the moniing of the 
33d in the steamer Bee^ before the gun-boat Zsdngtm, Commander Stem- 
be!, was ready to leave Cairo, for the pmpose of calling on General Smith, 
and of having the gun-boat Oonestoga, Lieutenant Phelps commanding, 
ready on the arrival of tlie Lenngtm to accompany me np the river. 

"On reaching Paducah, I ascertained from General Smith that the 
Gormtoga had gone on a short cruise ; consequently, on the arrival of the 
LedngUm, I immediately proceeded with her alone up the river, taking 
with us the steamer Bee, as the water was low and the river felling, that 
we might have the means, if necessary, of getting afioat more readily. I 
also sent the Bee Ep the Cumberland River fifteen miles m a vaia search 
for the Gonesioga,. After gi'ounding twice, at one o'clock on the morning 
of the 24th we were compelled to anchor and lie over till 8 A.M., when, 
in company with the Bee, and she towing us, we proceeded up the river 
to Bvansville, from whence I telegraphed jou at 11 P.M. 

"This morning we reached Owensboro; found no batteries, but were 
boarded by Colonel McHenry, who, with Colonel Hawkins, had a skele- 
ton Kentucky regiment, which had anived the previous moraing. I 
sent for the authorities of the place, and directed them to prevent the 
display of secesaon flags. A strong disunion sentiment is manifest in 
the place, but no disrespect was shown me, although I have been much 
among the people; but I directed Commander Stembel to hold as little 
communication with the shore as practicable. The colonels, with their 
force, as previously designed, left the town during the day, although I 
strongly importuned them to remain, as I did tlie Cincinnati company; 
but they declined on the ground of not being property equipped, nor 
having been mustered into the service. "Under these circumstances, and 
the water requiring the Lenngton soon to leave, I i-au down to Bvansville 
on the Bee, and telegraphed to General Moi-ton at Vincennes, Indiana, 
asking for five hundred men for Owensboro, If I get no answer, I pur- 
pose telegraphing General Anderson at Louisville for the same number. 
On returnmg to Owensboro in the evening, I again communicated with 
tlie shore ; after which, and giving my orders to Commander Stembel to 
remain till the low water required him to leave in order to reach Cairo 
safely, I ran down to Evansville, meetmg and boardmg the (hrmtoga on 
the way, and giving her mstructions ; and here have telegraphed to Qen- 
ei-al Anderson for five hundred men to be sent to Owensboro. Having 
done nil in my power in this quarter, and the preparations of the g\m- 
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boats in Bt.Louia demanding my immediate attention, I leave for that 
pla<:e at 10 A.M. to-morrow, and trust that I may personally communicat* 
with yoQ in the evening. In haste. 

" I am, very respectfully, your obedient aervant, A. IT. Footb. 

" Major-General Fremont, Commanding Western Army, 1 
St Louis, Mo." \ 

The Conestoga proceeded to Owensboro, and remained there 
as long as it was safe to do so, even going farther up to Hawa- 
ville and Cannelton, quelhng by her presence some symptoms 
of disturhanec, but leaving suddenly on acconnt of tlie alann- 
ingly low slate of the river, and having great difficulty in get- 
ting over the bars, there being three inches too little of water. 
The commander of this vessel, Lieutenant Phelps, was, as has 
been remarked, one of the most energetic of Foote's officere. 
He ably seconded his chiefs incessant labors to bring the gun- 
boats to a higher state of efficiency. He writes (October 5) : 

"I would ask your atf«n1ion to the annament of this vessel. Had 
there been fi rifled cannon, or even a heavy 33-pounder on board on the 
evening of the lat we could in lU probability have destroyed the rebel 
gun boat Ji.^ Daii%s near the batteries above Columbus under which 
she found protection The rifled 33 oi 43 poundei one on either end 
would lender this vessel infinite^ mcie efficient General Crant ofleied 
to exchange a heavy 83 pounlei for one light one earned aft tut the 
carnage we have will not auswei I would quite as woon have thp 
88 pounder at present on bowd b." the 64 poimdei shell guns on th 
other boats With wild shot our r<mge is bettei I feel confident tliat 
this change of armament— especially for one hea\ y nfled piece— is of 
importance enough to justify my urging it upon your attention." 

In another letter (October 18), Lieutenant Phelps gives an 
interesting account of a reeonnoissance up the Tennessee 
Eiver, even as far as Fort Henry. He says : 

"On the following day {I3th) we ascended the Tennessee River to 
near Fort Henry, where vfe lay over night. The next morning I exam- 
ined tlie fort carefoliy at a distance of two to two and a half miles, the 
rebels not opening fire upon us. 
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"One mile below a small body of men had flred at tlie vessel with 
small-anna ; but a shot put an end to further demonstrations of the kind. 
The fortification is quite an extensive work, and armed with heavy gnns, 
mounted ' en barbette,' and garrisoned by a considerable force. It is sit- 
uated about half a mile above the head of Panther Creek Island, and 
where the Tennessee 3ta.te-line leaves the right bank and crosses the river. 
There is no channel upon one side of the island (western), and a narrow 
and somewhat crooked one upon the other, which continues so till within 
a mile of the fort, where the water becomes a good depth from bank to 
bank — some six hundred yards. It is credibly reported that the rebels, 
at a point about five miles above the fort, are converting three steamers 
into gun-boats, and are plating them with iron. There are extensive 
iron works on the river. They have one of the finest and fastest steam- 
ers in the West^the Boi^pmt. If desirable, it will be an easy matter to 
render their boats almost useless by obstructing the channel in a narrow 
spot a few miles above Paducah. On the 14th instant I entered the 
Cumberland, and ascended it sixty miles, where the water became shoal, 
and then dropped down to anchor over night at Eddyviile— a strong 
secession town, and a neighborhood where Union men have been driven 
ii'om their homes. It was reported that the rebels were building a bat- 
tery below the town. I found it necessary to use strong language to the 
citizens in regard to the persecution of Union people. The nkore active 
Secessionists fled at the appmach of the gun-boat 

"I yesterday again ascended the Tennessee to Aurora, where the state- 
road from Columbus east, passing through Hopkinsville, etc., crosses the 
river, and seized the steam ferry-boat Hervry, bringing it to this port 
■ (Paducali). It is evident that each time this boat is shown along these 
waters there is an increased confidence and sense of security on the part 
of the Unionists." 

The new flotilla was tlms feeling its way to more important 
results, exciting alartn among the ranks of secession people 
along the banks of the great rivers, and giving new strength 
to the enfeebled national cause, while at the same time it 
was gradually finding ont its own deficiencies and its own 
power. It was not as yet clearly defined where the "Western 
flotilla belonged — to the Army or to the ^Navy — and this con- 
tinued to be a cause of great embarrassment ; bnt Captain 



Hosted byGoogle 



1 76 Life of Admiral Foote. 

Foote, by constant and strenuous requisitions, as far as his 
authority went, on the credit of the government, for men, 
money, and suppHes, finally succeeded in equipping his fleet. 
If, instead of continual appeals to Washington, and now and 
then unfortunate interferences on the part of civil and army 
authorities, the whole tiling had been left in his hands, and 
the power and the money intrusted to him unconditionally, 
there would have been more rapid progress ; but, under the 
circumstances, that conld not well be done ; and, as it was, 
patience and will wore through all difficulties, and the time 
was now neai' at hand when all these anxious and wearing 
toils were to be rewarded with important and even splendid 
success. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

ACTION AT EDDTVILLB, — DOCUMKNl'S EESPECTING THE FLOTILLA. 

— DEFECXrvB GUHS.— BATTLE OF BELMONT. — 

OOIiEESPONDBNCK . 

That the gun-boats, or those tliat were prepared for action, 
were not suffered to remain idlo, the following letter will tes- 
tify ; and this is one of many written during the closing 
months of the year 1861, giving accounts of similar expedi- 
tions by different officers in command of vessels of the West- 
em Navy. Many of the details may seem unimportant, but 
they afford a true view of the character of the service in 
which these vessels were engaged : 

" U. S, Gun-boat ' Cosestooa,' PAmicAH, Kt., i 
Octdbm- 28, 1861. ) ■ 

" Captain A. H. Foote, U. 8. Navy, commanding Nnv^l Forces, Western 

iiSin,— On the afternoon of the 26th instant, by order of General 
Smith, I left this place in company with the steamer late Erie, No. 2, on 
hosrd of which were three companies of the Ninth Illinois Regiment, 
under command of Major Phillips, and proceeded up the Cumberland 
River upon an expedition to surprise a rebel camp near EddyviUe, Ken- 
tucky, and have the honor to make known to yon that the result was in 
the main successfni. 

"I -went, with Major Phillii® on hoard, in advance to Smithfleld, to 
procure guides and pilots, expecting that tlie transport wordd not ap- 
proach the whaifboat; but the captain ran her to it, which rendered a 
change of plan necessary, and caused the force to reach the rebel camp 
at a later hour than was designed. The distance from Smithland to 
EddyviUe by land is not half that by water ; and the rebels have a com- 
plete system of runners established in that section of the country. The 
transport was, therefore, sent up the Ohio a few miles, and the ConeatM/a 
followed, an hour later, with two heavy barges in tow. These wei'e cast 
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off on reaching the truDSpoit, which was then taken in tow, with all 
lights out, fires screened, and engines stopped, by which precautions we 
succeeded in dropping down to Smithland and passing into the Cum- 
berland, without its being suspected, in the daitness of the night, that 
we had the steamer in tow. The two boats, after passing to a safe dis- 
tance, made all speed up the narrow and crooked stream, but did not 
reach and disembark the troops at the point selected, two mUes below 
Eddyville, till half-past three o'clock A.M. I then had the transport 
moYetl to near the town and concealed behind a wooded point, while 
this boat was quietly anchored off the main street, as had been done sev- 
eral times before in the past few weeks. 

"As soon aa I felt satisfied that Major Phillips had had time to reach 
the rebel camp— a mai'ch of seyen miles oyer an exceedingly rougli coun- 
try, and in lanes and footpaths— and that information of the force was 
reaching the citizens, I threw a force on shore and auiTOunded the town 
with picket-guards, to preyent the escape of rebel citizens, or the en- 
trance and concealment of refugees from the rebel camp. 

"About 10 A.M., Major Phillips reached town with a number of pris- 
oners, horsey wagons, aims, etc. He had got to within four hundred 
yards of the enemy after daylight before being discovered, when the 
rebels formed in Ime. Our troops were moved at a double-qnick to 
within one hundred yards, when they delivered their fire and charged 
bayonets upon the rebels, who broke and fled in eveiy direction, leaving 
seven kiUed on the field. Two of our soldiera were severely wounded, 
and one or two slightly— among these a captain of a company. 

"I seized a flat-boat belonging to a noted Secessionist, and it was 
ti'eighted with the piisouers and plunder and towed to this pJace. Tlie 
horses and mnles were flret placed on the wharf-boat at the town, also 
Secession property ; but the Iwat was found to be too leaky and r. .tten 
tor towing, and the animals were embarked on the transport, and one 
hundred of the troops were transferred to the Cmestoga. There were 
taken in the rebel camp and brought to this place, where we returned 
last evening, twenty-four piisoners, seven negroes, thirty-four horses, 
eleven mules, two ti-ansport wagons, a lai-ge number of saddles, muskets, 
rifles, shot-guns, sabres, knives, etc. A number of valuable horses were 
imavoidably kiUed in the skimish at the camp. 

"Eddyviile is sixty-two miles ti'om Padncah, and the camp was four 
miles back of the town, at a place laiown as Saratoga Springs. We were 
absent from Paducali twenty-nine hours. 
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" Major PbillJiJB and tho volunteers deserve the greatest credit for their 
Kucceasful daylight surpriso. I am, respectfully, jour obedient servant, 
" B. L. Phelps, Lieutenant Commanding U. 8. Navj." 

Wliile services like the above were being rendered bj the 
boats, before we relate their further operations it would be 
well to present some additional documents having special rela- 
tion to the business mattei-s of the fleet. Great difKculty con- 
tinued to be experienced in raising men to man the fleet, and, 
at last, strenuous requisitions had to be made upon the West, 
upon barge-men, river-men, lalie-men, and landsmen of all 
sorts (and some of the woi-st), to All up the vacancies ; the 
clothmg and supplies of the crews were still gi-eatly deiieient, 
and the pay of officers and men was woefully in arrears; 
some of the boats were as yet unflt for service ; good subor- 
dinate officers, foremen, firemen, engineers, and pilots were 
scarce ; and, from the parting of a hawser to the buying of a 
steamboat, every thing had to go tlii-ongh the head and hands 
of the commanding offlcer. That ail was done with the 
greatest economy might be proved fi-om the coniijetent testi- 
mony of Paymaster Captain George D. Wise (May 35, 1863) : 
"INotwithstanding all this, onr gun-boat flotilla has not cost, 
including the building of the gun-boats, $3,000,000 to this 
date. When we look at tiie results it has accomplished, the 
money has been well laid out; and if we balance it by the 
destruction and capture of the enemy's property, we shall be 
largely in pocket." 

" Na^t Defaetmbht, Octdxr 38, 1881, 

"My dear 81K,— We have heen drilling some three hundred men 
here for you, and will send them wlien you so. write or telegraph. We 
have also given ordei-s to ship landsmen in Kew England for you.. They 
are good men— mostly fishermen— bat without drill. If you wish any of 
your officers ordei'ed away, or can spare any of them, write me word. 
■' RespeetfuUy, G, V. Fox, Assistant-Secretary. 

" Captain A. II. Foote, U. S. H." 



Hosted byGoogle 



Life of Admiral Foote. 



"Washengtoh, D. C, Ji&BemJej- 17, t861. 
"Mr DKAit Flag- Officer, — We have sent you off five hundred men, 
but I am inclined to think it is all ive can do. Every means is being 
used to recruit, but the large mimber of vessels put afloat absorbs fhem. 
Be sure that you shail have the first fl% men to spare from this coast; 
but it looks now as if it would be impossible to do more. If jou wish 
or can spare any officer, drop me a private note, for we are ashore for 
commanders. We siiall not disturb you unless you agree, but rather go 
to the merchant seiTice. I made several calls upon the War Department 
about the money, and they tell me it was remitted. What a magnificent 
piece of seamanship Dupont has given us — it wipes out the disgraceful 
traasactiou on board the Mc/tard in the Mi^issippi. Wise showed me 
your note about the gun-boats. I suppose if they barely float they may 
do, unless they draw too much water. It will be a blow upon the Navy 
if they fail, Can't camels be made of rubber to lift them over? 

"Most tmly your friend, G. V. Fox." 

" TJ. S. Gdk-boat ' Lesinoton,' Caieo, III., i 
Novembm- 33, 18G1. ( 

" Sib, — I have the honor herewith to inclose duplicate requisitions for 
$1350. I am induced to make this requisition, in addition to the $5000 
abeady received, in order to pay my crew the two thirds of their wages 
feithfully promised them at the time of their enlistment. Most of my 
men are manied, and have families to provide for, and are in gi'oat need 
of their wages. I was foreed, by the necessity of the case, to reduce the 
payment twenty-flye per cent., in order to make the $6000 hold out, and 
give each an equal proportion; their clothing and small stores account 
was also deducted from the two thirds, and this left but a small amount 
to each. Some of my men have been shipped now nearly five mouths, 
and have received but one small payment previous to this. I should be 
much pleased if you can consistently approve this requisition, and much 
oblige. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" R. N. Stembel, Commander U. 8. N. 

" To Commodore A. H. Footc." 

It is pleasing to learn from other sources bow willingly 
and faitUnlly these ill-provided and ill-paid men continued 
to work, with rai-e instances of desertion. The men sent at 
various times from tlio East also came, with very few losses, 
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promptly to their posts, and eerved with tliat heartiness which 
characterized all departments of our patriotic forces in the 
great struggle. 

" Waseihgton, JViwwjfej- 1, 1861. 
" Oommodohb a. H. Foote, U. 8. N., comina,u(iing Gun-boats, St. Louis : 

" I am instructed to say that General Halleck has instructions in re- 
gard to the gun-boats. 

"The appropriation not being sutEcient to complete and equip more 
than three altered and seven built gun-boats, the Department is embar- 
rassed by the action of the commanding general West in ordering so 
many mortar-rafts, tugs, and altered boats, in addition to those coatract 
ed for by this Department. All can not be completed without further 
appropriations, and, for the present, at least, this Department can not 
remit money escept for those contracted for under its authority. 

" Respectfully, M. 0. Meigs, Quartennaatoi'-General." 

The complete outfit of the mortar-hoat depai'tment, requir- 
ing a great many implements and needing a long time to 
manufacture tlicm, gave rise to a long correspondencie both 
with ofKcials at Washington and ordnance officers and manu- 
faeturei-s at Pittsburg, It will not be necessary to give this 
correspondence ; but the following is a private letter of Cap- 
tain Foote's, which sets forth some of the facts of the case 
from his point of view : 

" Oaiho, Januofry 11, 1863. 

"My dear Sm, — I send the report herewith which your telegram of 
the lOtli, but not received till this morning, required for the President. 
I have endeavored to keep the Department fully informed of our prog- 
ress, with all incideatal ciicumstajices. I have worked incessantly since 
I have joined or assumed command here. The contractor, in not being 
up to time, and for want of men, has kept the gun-hoats from being com- 
missioned. I have had all things in my power, and over which I had 
control, in readiness long since. With reference to the mortar-boats, I 
only wish that yon could see them. Tlieir magaaines are merely square 
holes in the timbers, banded together, forming the boat, and of course 
most of them leak. Tlie mortar-boats wonld require, if all fitted out, 
about eight hundred men. There are no conveniences for living aboard. 
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They will leak more fmd more. Some of our best officers have no bettei' 
opinion of these rafts or boats than I have ; still this is unofflciiil. It \s, 
my business to let the government judge, and I am to obey orders ; and 
while I can not consider these boats as -weD adapted to the purposes for 
which they were designed, still, as I said to General Meigs, so much has 
been expended upon them, they ought not to be cast aside, or ' words to 
that effect,' and I certainly would not presume to throw obstacles in tlie 
way of having them fitted, armed, and equipped. I obtained authority 
to this efiect from Genei-al Fremont ; but General Ourtisa, when he sent 
for me and asked for my orders and insti'uctions (which I reported, to 
show how eveiy brigadier might interfere with me, and by way of illus- 
trating the necessity of the appointment of a flag-ofiicer), said that Gen- 
eral Fremont's orders were, or would be, now of no avail. Still, on 
General Halleck's arrival, I called on him, and said that I had selecteci 
Captain Constable, who, with Lieutenant Sanford, under my direction, 
could have good mortar-boats made in fourteen days in St. Louis, while 
I could send Captain Pike, who had been an engineer appointed by 
Fremont, to Pittsburg, to have the mortars there made, and sent or 
shipped here before navigarion closed. I asked General Halleck to 
allow me to do this, and I would have the mortai'-boata anned in twenty 
days. He declined, as he had no authority, and m a tew days sent Cap 
tain Constable to join his company. He was averse to helping me at all 
General Meigs, on referring to him, said that General Halleck had 
insti'Qctions with reference to gnn and mortar boats, ai shown in his 
letter to me, I left St. Louis under those circumstanCe'J, ^ hile after 
waM the quartei'master sent down the mortar-boats aikmg me to re 
ceive them. Such is a brief history of these boat« I have hcie had n<. 
men nor officers, nor means to attend to them ; yet had I supposed that 
it was the intention of the Department for me to fit them out or to move 
in the matter, I wouid have found a way of doing it. But under the cir- 
cumstances it could not be expected of me to hare done differently from 
what I have done. I am aware that an officer in command is considered 
culpable by the public when any thing is wanting in the Department 
where he is the chief, iirespectiTe of the question of his right or power 
to do it, but I trust you judge otherwise. I have to-day telegraphed to 
Pittsburg to leai'n how many beds and mortals are or can soon be 
ready, and I am ready— as I have always been. I know that an officer 
of great resources can overcome almost insuperable obstacles ; but away 
from a navy yard, and with the limited mi-ans I have at hand in this 
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wilderness of naral wants, I must say tbat no one could have done more 
than I haye done. Very truly yours, A. H. FOOTE. 

" G. V. Fos, Assistant-SecretM'j of the Nayy. 

"I have made every effort to ship men in the West, but have secured 
only about two hundred. The river-men enlisted in Juno, or went South ; 
and as our pay is eighteen dollars per month, and their old pay thirty 
dollars, the remaining men are indisposed to ship in the gun-boats. 

" A. H. F." 

The following lettere arc interesting as showing the straits 
into which the government was forced in tlie early periods of 
the war. Most of the defective giins mentioned were thrown 
out; bat some of them continued to be a soui-ce o£ annoyance 
and actual damage from bursting during the operatioas of the 
gun-boats under Flag-officer Foote and Captain Davis, who 
succeeded him. 

" Commasdabt's Office, U. S. Navy Yard, ) 
Jamuiry 20, 1803. ) 

" Oai'Tain a. a, Haewood, Cbief of Biire^iu of Ordnance and Hydi'og- 
raphy ; 

" Sir, — I heg leave to call tlio attention of the Bureau to the fact that 
certain 9-inch guns have Ijeen sent to the Western flotilla which were 
made for the Navy in 1855, and rejected for want of strength. As one 
of these guns bnrst as low as 121 fires, it is evident they are unsafe. I 
am aware that at the time they were sent West there seemed to be an 
immediate need of some ordnance, and it not being possible to procure 
any bthei-s, there was a justification for the risk incurred. But tliis is no 
longer the case ; and as the gun-boats on which these guns are may be 
in action before long, I would urge the Bureau to lose no time in replacing 
the 9-iuch guns sent West by others which have been ftilly proved. 

" I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"John A. Dahlgrbn, Commandant." 

" B011EA1; OP HvDEOQKAPHY, Navy Dbpaktmebt, 1 
Wabhinotoh, January 23, 1863. S 

" Sib,— You wei'e telcgi-qjhed on the 21st instant (1) not to send more 
9-inch guns to New Yorl; until further orders, and to get ready with all 
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possible dispatch sixteen of the same class for a special purpose. (S) 
The Bureau now informs you that the sixteen guns are intended for the 
gun-boat flotilla at Cairo ; and you will please fonrard the guns bj the 
qnickest means of transportation, one by one, as fast as they can be de- 
livered. (3) Ton will please inform the Fort Pitt founders that the Bu- 
reau especiaUy and urgently requests that every possible exertion may he 
made to expedite the work for the purpose indicated at tlie earhest prae- 
tioahle moment. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"Andrew A. Hartvood, Chief of Bureau. 
" Commander J. R M. Mullany, U. S. N., ) 
Aast. Ins. Ordnance, Pittsburg." ) 

But it is time that we should speak of the remaining oper- 
ations of the gim-boats during the year 1861, from the date of 
the action at Eddyville, October 26th. 

It should be borne in mind that tho whole Western mili- 
tary field, comprising both land and water, was up to this time 
under the command of Major-General Fremont, and thus, 
generally speaking, of the Army Department. General Grant, 
having seized upon Paducah, gained a footing near the mouth 
of the Ohio Eiver, and established his head-quarters at Cairo, 
with a force rapidly increasing in numbers. Combined with 
him in the control of operations in the Mississippi Valley was 
that very able commander. General 0, F. Smith ; and with 
these two army leaders Foote, with the title and authority of 
flag-officer,* which ranked him ivith a major-general in the 
army, was appointed epecially to co-opemte with his gun-boat 
fleet; having, it is true, an independent command, but at the 
same time being more or less under the direction of the army, 
and his subordinate commands being liable at any moment to 
be peremptorily ordered to perfoi'm some duty required in 
carrying out tlie plans of General Smith or General Grant. 
This state of things, in which the authority and responsibility 

* His ofiicial naval rank as " flag-ofBcer" dates actually from November 
18th, 1861, although before this he was the regularly appointed com- 
mander-in-chief of the Western waters. 
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were at best but vaguely defined, was, as lias been more than 
once hinted, a source of annoyance to so high-sph'ited a man 
as Foote; and it grew to ita height under General Halleek, 
who, two dajB after the battle of Belmont, succeeded Fremont 
in the conti-ol of the Western Department. Toote felt tliis to 
be 80 g eat a g 'e ance tl at 1 it one t e ol ted a ti'ana- 
fe e CO t a ej 1 ■ate ni 1 coa t c ma 1 but his value at 
the \ twleeholdlee pli ed vas so g eat that the gov- 
e -n e t ref ed 1 eq est ha ng nl n te 1 confidence in 
1 ab 1 ty and h a I1] tat to tl v rk ass gne 1 him. The 

sd u of ts cl o ce IS CO h n ed ly tl e re It ; but the 
auVject f t ne crtl elees wis s bjectelto cruel trial, which, 
ho e er 1 e noblj \ esffe gttolie ocil influence 
upoi h 8 act o s He went stra 1 1 n sp te of all ob- 
at le sac fie n^, 1 j e so 1 f el «■ to the 1 bl c good. 

On the 1st of November, 1861, Major-General Fremont or- 
dered Grant to make demonstrations on both sides of the Mis- 
sissippi Eiver. This order was countermanded ; but was re- 
newed on the 5th, and was earned into effect by Grant. Hav- 
ing learned on the 7th that there was a movement of the rebels 
from Colnmbus to Belmont, to cut off Colonel Oglesby, whom 
he had sent with three thousand men toward the St. Francis 
River, Grant iraniediateJy resolved to attack Belmont, and to 
surprise General Polk, who was there with a force of seven 
thousand men, thus preventing him fi'om sending reinforce- 
ments into Missouri. Grant's troops, consisting of about three 
thousand men, were swiftly embai-ked on transpoi-ts at Cairo ; 
and the gun-boats Taylor and L&nngton were ordered to con- 
voy them down the ri\'er to a point two miles above Belmont, 
where they wei'e landed ; but as we do not intend to give an 
account of the battle of Belmont, but only of the part that the 
flotilla, which had been prepared for action and, as it were, 
created by Foote, took in it, we simply siibjoin Commander 
Walke's report : 
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" TJ. 8. Gdn-boat ' Tatlok,' Motjbd City, Nm. 0, 1861. 

" SiK, — I have the honor to report that on tlie evening of the 6th in- 
stant I received inatmctions from General Grant to proceed down the 
liver, in company with the Ledngtm, under Commander Stembel, for a 
reconnoiasanoe and as convoy to some half-dozen ti-ansport steamera. We 
proceeded opposite to Norfolk, near the Kentucky shore, where we round- 
ed to, and anchored for the night. I then learned for the first time the 
extent of the rcconnoissance. 

"At three o'clock the following morning, at the request of Genera! 
Grant, the Ta^hi- and LedngPm started down the river for the purpose 
of engaging the rebel batteries at Columbus ; but after proceeding a few 
miles we were met with such a dense fog as to render any farther prog- 
I'ess hazardous; we therefore rounded to, and returned to the point ft-om 
whence we started. At sis o'clock we all got under way, our two gun- 
boats taking the lead, and convoying the steamers containing Generals 
Grant and McClernand and their aids, and some three thousand troops, 
two companies of cavalry, and some artillery. We proceeded down the 
river to the estreme end of Lucas's Bend, and just without, as I thought, 
the range of their guns on Iron Banks. After the troops had disem- 
barked, and were under marching orders (laalf-past eight o'clock), our 
two boats proceeded to engage their batteries on Iron Banks, each ex- 
pending several rounds of shell, and returning to the transports. Their 
shot passed over us, though in some instances coming veiy close to us. At 
this time, with their long-range rifled cannon, they sent a large number 
of shot half a mile above the transports. I requested the captains of the 
transports to move up and out of the range of their shot, which they did. 
At ten o'clock, the engagement having commenced at Belmont, we again 
engaged the Iron Bank batteries, expending still moi-e shell, their shot 
flying aroimd us, but doing no harm, while our shells seemed to go where 
they could be effective. We I'eturaed, after an engagement of iibout 
twenty minutes, to the transports. 

" At about noon, hearing the battle of Belmont srill going on, our two 
gun-boats made a thii'd attack upon their batteries, this time going nearly 
a quarter of a mile nearer- to them. We opened a brisk Are of shell, and 
seemingly with good effect. While in this engagement one of their Si- 
pounders struck us on the starboard bulwarks, and, continuing obliquely 
through the spw>deck, took off the head of Michael Adams, seaman, and 
broke the arm and otherwise seriously injured James Wolfe, seiiman, and 
slightly wounding a third. Acting-Surgeon Kearney, who was cool niid 
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iiasidnoufi in the discliai^ of hia duties, immedintely dressed Wolfe's 
wound, but conaidera him in a critical condition. We flred a few more 
shell and returned, keeping up the fire from our 6tem guns as long as we 
were within reach of them. 

" It is providential that we have escaped with so little damage. A 
fragment of one -of their shells struck us on the stem, but doing little 
damage. 

" When nearly all our troops had re-embarked, or were about ready to 
stai-t, a sudden attaek was made upon the transport vessels by a large 
force coming in from above. Our gun-boata being ia good position, we 
opened a brisk fire of grape, canister, and 6"-3helIs, silencing the enemy 
with great slaughter. After the transports were under way we followed 
them, throwing a shell occasionally to repel the enemy's approach to the 
banks. When a few miles up the river, we met one of the transports 
{Chancelhr) with Brigadier-General McClemaad on board, who stated 
that some of their men vrere left behind, and asked that we might return 
with our gun-boats, and see if we could find them. We did so, the I^x- 
ington accompanying us, and between us we succeeded in securing nearly 
all that were left behind, together with about forty prisoners, including 
some badly wounded. 

"Wthnp dl ptoIslnlN" One, when the Bob Roy met us, 
w th t ti n ir m Gen 1 G t turn over all the troops and 
1 n and to m u 1 1 C 1 n 1 Cook, who was down the Ken- 
t ky I n a nn issan h Id retnrn. He returned at ten 

o lock and at 1 n I w gh d an h and returned to Cairo, having 
nt th Le gtm n bef m 

"It is but an act of justice to the officers and crew to state that they 
acted throughout all om- engagements with perfect cooluras, ability, and 
courage, the crew answering the calls to qnai-ters with an alacrity be- 
coming earnest co-operators for the government. I was astonished, with 
the apparently new materials we have, to see with what zeal and effi- 
ciency they all performed their parts. 

"The Le^n^ton, under Commander Stembel, as consort, supported me 
throughout the day with the moat commendable energy and efficiency. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"H. Walke, CommandKr U. S. N, 
" Captain A. H. Poote, U. 8. N,, commanding ) 
Naval Forces on Western Waters." f 

There is 110 doubt but tliat the gun-boata performed a sig- 

HostcclbyGoOgle 



Life of Admiral Foote. 



nal service at Belmont, and by covering with well-directed 
tire the Unal retreat, prevented onr troops from being almost, 
if not entirely, cut to pieces. The action of the boate was by 
no means intended to be an assault upon Columbus— a fortifi- 
cation containing 40,000 men, and more than one hundred 
guns of large calibre— but it was simply to reconnoitre the 
enemy's position and to convoy the transports; yet, as it 
turned out, the gun-boate proved to be, in tills instance, the 
salvation of the Army. Our loss, notwithstanding the early 
brilliant success of the attack, was five hundred men ; and 
what might it not have been, with an overwhelmingly supe- 
rior force from Columbus coming down suddenly upon oui' 
ti-oops hastily re-embarking, if the watchful gun-boats had not 
been at hand to keep the foe at bay with their slaughterous 
discharges of grape and canister ? 

In the flag-officer's correspondence about this time with his 
active offlcei's there are many interesting things mentioned, 
and facts that bring before us vividly the state of the times. 
Eunning up the rivers, coming suddenly upon small villages, 
surprising farm-houses, and appearing without announcement 
in secession districts, the gun-boats gained a sort of omnipres- 
ent i-eputation. One of the lieutenants writes : 

" On arriving at Linton, two signal guns were fired, and about sixty 
loyal refugees came in during the night, in small parties, ftom the back 
country. Just before dark a negro ran down to the river bank, near the 
boat, chased by blood-iionnds in full cry after him, and begged to be 
taken on board. I sent a boat to his rescue, and learning by his state- 
ment, confirmed by Kentuckians on board, that he was being chased by 
rebel cavalry — he had run eighteen miles— I received him on board and 
brought him away. His master is a Secessionist. The cavahy did not 
show themselves, and the hounds wei'e taken (torn the track; but wo 
saw three of them." 

This poor fellow must truly have blessed the hour 
" Wen de Linkum gim-boats cum," 
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A letter of Captain Foote to his wife, dated December 13, 
1861, written upon the back of a letter of General Grant to 
himself, asking his aid in an anticipated attack by the rebels 
upon Fort Holt, and addressing him as " Dear Commodore," 
breathes the weary, anxious, yet brave spirit of a man almost 
overborne by cares, but still hopeful : 

"Caiko, BeeeraUr IT, 1861. 
"My deae Wipe,— Weary days are iny lot. Sanford is better to-day, 
and may be up aod about in a week. Pennocb, the only one left good 
for any thing, is on the Board examining mortar and gun boats with 
two generals and a colonel. I Lave been hard at work all day, but the 
Board have capsized every tiling, and will keep us back for several 
days. If I could be fitted out at a navy yard, I would not care; but 
this fitting out vessels where no one knows any thing is discouraging. 
But I can now and then see light aloft. I feel clearer of head oppression 
than usual, though I may be prostrated at any minute. I sleep nicely at . 
night, which is a blessing, and I don't mean to fret. General McCIellan 
is to give US 1100 men — have just heard of it by telegram from Pox. 
Things brighten a little ahead. Ever affectionately, A. H. F." 
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PKEPAIiATIONS FOE ATTACKING FOET HBNEY. — THE ASSAULT 
AND CAPTUEE. 

Although the history of the Western flotilla is part and 
parcel of the biography of Admiral Foote, and although its 
achievements belong, in a true sense, to his renown, and all 
that it was and did is thoroughly identified with him, who 
was the main cause and promoter of its efficiency, yet we 
do not think it necessary to dwell fuither upon those minor 
movements and expeditions in which he was not present or 
personally engaged, and which were undertaken at the sug- 
gestion of the Army Department ; and we turn now to those 
greater and more splendid operations where Foote himself 
was tlie prime directing and inspiring force. 

The fii-st strong line of the rebel defense at the West 
stretched from the Mississippi River at Columbus to the 
Cumberland Mountains. It was necessary to break through 
this at the most feasible point, which could not be on the Mis- 
sissippi Eiver on account of the immense strength of the for- 
tifications at Columbus, neither could it be done by sending 
an Army across the Ohio into Kentucky, so far from the base 
of supply ; and Foote, as well as the two Army commanders, 
Grant and Smith, early appreciated the strategic importance 
of seizing the strongholds on tlio Tennessee and Cumberland 
rivers, thus letting them far into the Southern line, and estab- 
lishing a base whereby both Columbus and Bowling Green 
could be made untenable to the enemy, the railroad commu- 
nications cut, and the rebel line of defense pushed farther 
down, leaving Kentuetv and Tennessee at the command of 
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the Union forces. Foote was earnestly bent upon tliia idea, 
and hastened forward his prepai'ations during the month of 
January, 1862. He was particularly careful as to the perfect 
condition of his gun-boats. The whole thing was novel and 
untried. It had not yet been ascertained how iron-clads 
would compete with land-batteries. This, in fact, was the 
fii-st trial of iron-clad vessels. The strength of forts Henry 
and Donelson in guns and men was known only by rumor. 
It was therefore necessary to make cautious reconnoissances, 
without awakening the least suepicion of what was intended 
to be done. One of these expeditions, undertaken January 
7th, is thus reported by Lieutenant Phelps of tlie C'onestoga : 

"Yesterday I ascended the Tennessee River to the state line, return- 
ing ia the night. The water was barely sufficient to float this boat, 
drawing five feet four inches, and in coming down we dragged heavily 
in places. The Oranberland is also too low above Eddyville. 

"The rebels are industriously perfecting their means of defense both 
at Dover and Fort Henry. At Fort Donelson (near Dover) they have 
placed obsti'ucdona in the river, one and a half miles below their bat- 
tery on the left bank, and in the bend where the battery conies in sight. 
These obstructions consist of trees chained together ajid sunk across the 
river, with the butts up sti'eam, the lieads floating near the sui-face, and 
pointed. Placed as they ai'e reported to be, any attempt to remove 
them must be made under a severe fire, and where there is very little 
room for coveiing boats. The bend is a vei'j sharp one, and the river 
not more than one hundred and fifty yards wide. The battery upon the 
right bank is upon a hill half a mile back fi'om the river, and consider- 
ably below the fort upon the left bank. It can be seen, I am told, but 
one mile. Four weeks since they had four 33-pounders mounted on the 
hill, and had a lai'ge force of negroes at work. The fire of gun-boats 
here would be at a bad angle. On these narrow streams, with their 
usually conti'acted channels, it would appear to one very necessary to 
have the assistance of mortars in reducing earth-works as strong and 
complete as those on the Tennessee and Cumberland have been made. 
The forts are placed, especially on the Cumberland, where no very great 
range can be had ; and they can only be attacked in one narrow and 
fixed line. Shot can dislodge their gnus (all en larbette) — nothing 
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more. The shells must burst at the moment, or they pass harmless, 
while "there is little room to regulate distance nicely. There is no ad- 
vantage to be gained by moving in circles or otherwise. Some of the 
disadvantages of narrow streams would be partially removed by a high 
stage of water, 

" Fort Henry I have examined, and tlie work is formidable. Fort 
Donelsoti can only be seen from an easy range of its guns. There are a 
thousand mmore; but I conclude that the batteries upon both sides— 
their situation, the character and location of the obstructions— may be 
considei'ed as known. It is now too late to move against the worlis on 
either river, except ivith a well-appointed and powerful naval force." 

Anotlier still more important and extensive reeonnoissance 
was undertaken on tlie 16th of January by the gun-boats, ac- 
companied by an Army force, in which a feigned assault was 
made upon Fort Henry. It is tlms nai-rated by lieutenant 
Phelps: 

"On tie 18th we proceeded up the river, accompanied by the tj-ans- 
port-steamer Wihon, having on boai'd a force of five hundi'cd men- 
infantry and artillery— under command of Major Ellaton, and anchored 
for the night near where the Tennessee line strikes the right bank of 
the river. A few miles above Paducah the LeMngton, stmck a rock, and 
lay upon it over an hour, but was not apparently much injured. In the 
moinmg (17th) we proceeded up to near Port Henry— the transport re- 
mammg a little below— and shelled the river bank at a point where all 
informants have imifoi-mly reported a masked batteiy of two rifled 
guns but we did not succeed in drawing its fii-e, although we ap- 
proached to abreast the place. We also fired a few shells at Fort Henry 
—two and a half miles— too distant for effect. Having complied with 
General Smith's wish in feigning an attack, at early mom, witli "the 
whole force in view, we dropped below to Aurora, where the troops dis- 
embarked and marched for Mun-ay. The transport returned down 
stream, while the two gun-hoata again returned to the neighborhood of 
Fort Henry, and remained overnight at anchor about three and a half 
miles Ijy water below the fort. The rebels made numbera of signals in 
the evening. In the morning we left there, coming directly down. A 
charge of slugs was fired yesterday at a group of officRra, and Mr. Ham- 
ilton, gunner, was slightly wounded in the neck. 
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" There was a coal-barge lying at a landing some tliree miles below 
Port Henry, on tlie Kentucky aide, evidently taken there to freight a 
quantity of wood thrown down from the banks in readiness, and the 
wood could only have been intended for use at the fort. I theMfore 
seized the bai^, loaded the wood on it, and brought it down. The 
barge, or flat, is a yery flue one, and might be of service at Cmro. I aiso 
cut adrifl a small wood-boat at the same landing, to prevent its use in 
trawsporting supplies to the rebels." 

The use of mortar-boate for the reduction of the forts on 
the Cnmberland and Tennessee rivers became now an earnest 
question between Foote and the government. General Hal- 
lecli, who had been appointed to the command of the West- 
em Department, was the medium of communication. 

„ _ „ „ . " 8t. Lours, Janvcmi 17, 1803. 

"Fuo-Officbb FooTE, Oaira: 

" Commodore,— General McCleilan wishes to know if it would be of 

much advantage in any expedition np the Tennessee and Cumberland to 

have the mortar-toats armed. Can they be used with advanti^e on such 

an expedition ? Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" H. W. Halleck, Major-General." 

The flag-officer replied in favor of the effectiveness of mor- 
tar-boats; but the difficnltj seemed to lie in the Ordnance 
Department, which, for eome reason or other, was behind- 
hand in its preparations — so much so that Fox, the Assistant- 
Secretary, writes (January 27th) : 

"The President is very much exercised in the matter, and I do not 
blame him. He telegraphed to Pittsburg, and they replied that two 
beds were ready. I doubt if the histoiy of any war ever furnished such 
an exposure. The plan matured and commenced last summer, the boats 
fouQt, the gun-boats in good condition, the river high, the time come to 
make the movement coincide with others, and only two beds ready. The 

President has determined to remove from the Ordnance, and it 

has shaken his confidence in many others. The result of the whole mat- 
ter is a delay and change of programme. Our twenty mortar vessels 
have partly sailed, anil will probably all be off in the courae often days. 
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I thmk their success under Porter will shame the Army people for their 
great ci-ime in neglecting these boats. Halleck seems to take no inter- 
est in your part of the expedition, but I advise him to obey orders about 
iiimishing you with men. Your daily telegraph to Wise goes to the 
President, who very wisely has taken this matter into his own hands." 

Quartermaster H. A. Wise also writes (January 31st) : 
" With respect to the mortar-rafts, and the amount of shells required, 
the President remarked that he thought it would be expedient to re- 
ceive all the mortars and shells sent to Cau-o, so as to be able to meet 
any probable amount of work that may be demanded ; that he wished 
you to be sure, when you opened fli'e on Columbns, ' to rain the rebels 
out,' as he desired to ' treat them to a refreshing shower of sulphur and 
brimstone.' The President added his commendation of the energy you 
have displayed in the matters intrusted to your charge. He is evidently 
a practicaj man, undei-atands precisely what he wants, and is not tumec! 
aside by aiiy one when he has his work before him. He knows and ap- 
preciates your past and present ai-dent services, and is firmly resolved to 
affoi-d you eveiy aid in the work in hand." 

The question of the use of niortar-boats on the Tennessee 
and Cumberland rivers was practically decided by Toote's 
attacking the forts without waiting for their assistance. 

When all was ready, tlie following dispatch was sent, the 
proposition contained in it having come from Foote to Grant : 
" Oaiho, January 38, 1863. 

"General Grant and myself are of the opinion that Port Henry, on the 
Tennessee Eiver, can be carried with four iron-clad gun-boats and troops, 
and be permanently occupied. Have we your authority to move for that 
purjjose when ready 1 (Signed) A. H. Foote, Piag-Offlcer. 

"Major-General Halleck." 

Information had come that there were five thousand men 
at Fort Henry, it having been reinforced ; add to these the 
force at Dover, and there would be about six thousand men. 
Evidently there was an expectation of an attack, although 
many movements on the Mississippi and the other rivers had 
served to confuse and blind the enemy. They did not know 
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where the blow would be eti'nck ; but tliey felt that it miiet 
come soon and come heavily, and great anxiety was mani- 
fested to be ready for it. 

Fort Henry* was situated on low, marshy land on the east- 
ern or right bank of the Tennessee River, in Stewart County, 
Tennessee, about sixty miles above PaducaL. It lay in a 
bend of the stream, and was at times almost surrounded by 
water; its guns commanded a reach of the river below, to- 
ward "Panther Island," for about two miles. It was a strong 
earth-work, constructed with much scientific skill, covering 
ten acres, with five bastions from four to six feet high, the 
embrasures knitted together firmly with sand-bags; and its 
armament consisted of seventeen heavy guns, one of them a 
10-inch eohimbiad {120-pounder), one 24-pounder rifle, twelve 
32-pounders, one 24-pounder siege-gun, and two 12-pounderB.-t' 
The fort had accommodations for an army of fifteen thou- 
sand men, but at the time of its capture was defended by 
probably about three thousand ti'oops, including those that 
were encamped outside of the main works, who, during the 
battle, retreated precipitately to Fort Donelson. It was com- 
manded by Brigadier-General Lloyd Tilghman, a Marylander, 
and a graduate of West Point. 

On the 30th, an order came from General Ilalleck to the 
combined forces to proceed to the attack of Fort Henry. 
Active operations were immediately commenced, and on the 
morning of Sunday, 2d of Febmary, Foote left Cairo with a 
small fleet of seven vessels, four armored and three wooden. 
The fleet moved up the OJiio to Paducah, and that evening 
was in the Tennessee Kiver. 

Grant's ai-my, composed of the divisions of Generals 

* For map of Fort Henry, see p. 200. 

t Authorities differ in some paiticulai's in their description of tiie fori. 
I have mainly followed Lossing's account of the fort and the battle, to- 
gether with the official reports issued bj the Secretai'j of the Navy. 
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McCleriiaud and 0. P. Smith, were embarked iu transports, 
and proceeded to Padncab, ■whence they were convoyed the 
next day by the gun-boate to a point a few miles below the 
fortification, out of range of its guns, where they were landed. 
From Padueah, Foote wrote to tlie Secretary of the Navy a 
letter which gives some idea of his own view of his state of 
preparation for the contest : 

"U. S. GoN-BOAT 'Taylok,' Padtjcah, Fdrruary 3, 1803. 
" 81H, — I have the honor to inform you that I left Cairo jesterday 
■with this Teasel, haviag ordered the armored gum-hoats Emex, Garonde- 
let, Gmcmnaii, and 8t. Louis to precede me to Padueah, and arrived here 



"To-day I propi>se ascending the Tennessee River with the four new 
aimored boats, and the old gun-hoats Tat/hr, Ovnestoga, and Lexingtm, in 
convoy of the troops under General Grant, for the purpose of conjointly 
attacking and occupying Port Henry and the railroad bridge connect- 
ing Bowling Green with Columbus. The transpoits have not yet arj'ived, 
although expected last night from Cairo, which causes detention ; while, 
in the mean time, unfortunately, the river is falling. I am ready with 
the seven gun-boats to act offensively whenever tlie Ai-my is in condition 
to advance ; and have every confidence, under God, that we shall be able 
to silence the guns of Fort Henry and its surroundings, notwithstanding 
I have been obliged, for want of men, to take from the five boats remain- 
ing at Caii-o all their men, except a sufficient number to man one gun- 
boat for the protection of that important point. 

"I have left Commander Eilty as senior officer in chai-ge of the gun 
and mortar boats at Cairo, ordeiiiig him, with the assistance of Tleet- 
Captain Pennock, to use every effort in obtaining more men and for- 
warding the eariy equipment of the mortar-boats. It is peculiarly unfor- 
tunate that we have not been able to obtain men for the flotilla, as they 
only are wanting to enable me to have at this moment eleven full- 
manned, instead of seven partially manned gun-boats, ready for efficient 
operations at any pouit The volunteers from the Army to go in the 
gun-boats exoepil the number of men reqiiired ; but the derangement of 
companies and regunents, in permitting them to leave, is the reason as- 
signed for not more than fifty of the number having been thus far trans- 
feiTed to the flotilla 
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"I inclose a copy of my ordei-a to the commanders of the gun-boats, 
in anticipation of the attack on Fort Henry; also a copy of orders to 
Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps, who will have more especial charge of 
the old gun-boats, and operate in a less exposed condition than the 
armored, boats. I have the honor to be, etc., 

"A. H. FooTE, Flag-Officer. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the WiLvy." 

The orders refen-ed to are the following, which, as they 

were strictly carried out, form, as it were, Foote's plan of 

operations ; 
^ (Older No. 1.) 

" U. S. Gun-boat ' Taylor,' Ohio Eivee, Fehruary 3, 1883. 

" The captains of the gun-boats, before going into action, will always 
see that the hoods covering the gi'atings of the hatches at the bows and 
stems, and elsewhere, are taken off; otherwise gi-eat injury will result 
from the concusdon of the guns in firing. The anchors also must be un- 
stocked if they interfere with the range of the bow guns. 

" In attacking the fort, the firat order of steaaiing will be observed, as 
by the vessels being parallel they wHl be much less exposed to the ene- 
my's range than if not in a parallel line ; and by moving ahead or astern, 
which all the vessels will do by following the motions of the flag-ship, it 
will be diiEcult for the enemy to get an accurate range of the gun-boats. 
■ "Equal distances fiom one another must be observed by all the ves- 
sels in action. The flag-ship will, of course, open the fire first, and then 
others will follow when good sight of the enemy's guns in the fort can 
be obtained. There must be no firing until correct aghts can be obtain- 
ed, as this would be not only throwing away ammunition, but it would 
encourage the enemy to see ns firing wildly. The captains will enforce 
Tipon their men the absolute necessity of obsei-ving this order ; and let it 
Ije also impressed upon every man firing a gun that, while the first shot 
may be either of too much elevation or too little, there is no escuse for 
a second wild fire, as the first will indicate the inaccuracy of the aim of 
the gun. Let it be reiterated that random firing is not a mere waste of 
ammunition, but it encourages the enemy when he sees shot and shell 
fiilling harmlessly, 

" The great object is to dismount the guns in the fort by the accuracy 
of our fire, althongh a shell in the mean time may occasionally be 
thrown in among a body of the enemy's troops. 
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" When the flag-ship ceases firing, it will be a signal for the other ves- 
sels also to cease. As the vessels will be all so near one another, Terbal 
communication will be held with the commander-in-chief when it is 
wanted. , The commander-in-chief has every confidence in the spirit and 
valor of the officers and men under his command, and his only solicitude 
arises lest the firing should be too rapid for precision, and that coolness 
and order, so essential to complete success, shonld not be observed ; and 
hence he has, in this general order, expressed his views, which must be 
observed by all under his command. A, II. Pootb, 

"Flag-Officer Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters." 

(Order No. a.) 
"U.S. Gun-boat 'Tatlob,' Ohio 'Ruter, WAmm-y 3,1863. 

" The division of the three gun-boats not armored, and, consequently, 
not prepai'cd to encounter at so short a range tie batteries of tbe fort; as 
the four armored boats, will take a position astern, and, if practicable, 
inshore of the right of the main division. Lieutenant-Commanding 
Phelps, in charge of this division, from his great expeiience and snccess- 
fiil charge of our interest for most of the time on the Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers, will, I trust, be enabled to throw shells into Fort 
Henry, with no greater exposui'e of bis division, comparatively, than to 
that of the armored boats, while the main division, more directly in the 
lace of the fort, attempts to dismount its guns in close range. The cap- 
tains of this division will also see that no gun is fired without accurate 
aim, as we have no ammunition to throw away. 

"Great care must be observed lest our ta'oops should be mistafeen for 
the enemy. When the main division ceases firing, it will be an indica- 
tion that the fort is ready to surrender. A. H, Poote " 

(Order No. 3.) 
"TJ. 8. Gun-boat ' Taviok,' Paducah, Fdyruwry 2, 1862. 
" Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps will, as soon as the fort shall have 
. surrendered, and upon signal Irom the flag-ship, proceed with the Om- 
e^oga, Taylor, and Leeiiigtm up the river to where the railroad bridge 
crosses, and if the Army shall not already.have got possession, he will 
destroy so much of the track as will entirely prevent its use by the rebels 
" He will then proceed as iar up the river as the stage of water will 
admit, and capture the enemy's gun-boats, and other vessels which might 
prove available to tlie enemy. ^ jj Foote ■' 
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It was necessary to move caiitionsly up the Teimessee on 
aeconnt of toi-pedoes. After Bonie delay fi-om this source, 
under tlio skillful dii-ection of Lieutenant Phelps, eight of 
these "floating mines" were successfully fished up in the 
channel off Panther Island. " They were cylindei-s of sheet- 
iron, five feet and a half long, pointed at each end, each con- 
taining in a canvas bag seventy-five pounds of gunpowder, 
with a simple appai'atus for exploding it by means of a per- 
cussion-cap, to be operated upon by means of a lever, extend- 
ing fo tlie outside, and moved by its striking a vessel. These 
were anchored in tlie river a little below the sui-faee."* 

As the vessels moved on, the woods were shelled to dis- 
cover concealed batteries. 

On the night of the 5tli there was a severe storm, which 
put the troops who had been landed to great inconvenience 
and suffering, and also flooded the neighboring region, caus- 
ing the river to rise rapidly. 

But on the morning of the 6th all i\ te m itad ncss ±01 the 
attack of the combined forces. 

McClemand's division moved fii-st, up the eastern side of 
the Tennessee, to get into position between foits Heniy and 
Donelson, and be in readiness to stoim the foimei fiom the 
rear, or to intercept the retreat of the Confedeiates while two 
brigades of Smith's division, that were to make the ittack, 
-marched up the west side of the ri\er tr it^ist and ciptnre 
half -finished Fort Hieman, situated uj on a gieit hill and 
from that commanding point to bring artillei^ to beii uptn 
Fort Henry.f 

The rain of the preceding night had swollen every little 
stream, so that it was necessaiy to build bridges to get the 
artillery over, and the roads were in sucli a condition that, 



* Loasiiig's " Civil War in America," vol. ii., p. 2 
t IIM., vol. ii., p. 203. 
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though the distance was but five miles, and never men worked 
harder, they were still some considerable distance from their 
destination wlien the battle had commenced. Genei-al Lewis 
Wallace, who was with Smith's division, wrote : " The guns 
of the fleet opened while we were yet quite a mile from our 
obj t e Oi 1 e of n aich ^ is i ea I \ nrallel with the 




^ot ore than seven 
e 1 yards separated 
o the great sliells, 
f oar!ng,fierypas- 
W thout snffej'ing 
tl e r effect, we had 
tl e full benefit of their 
dehc bable and terri- 
ble o ^ Several times 
I heaid the shots of the 
foit ci'jsh agam'^t the 
iron sides of the boats 
You cin imagine the 
excitement and maitial 
furoi the cucnoistances 
were calculated to m 
"pire our men with." 

At about ten o'clock 
on Thui-sday morning, 
Febrnaiy 6th, the little 
flotilla started slowly and 
steadily up the river, 
along the west channel, 
hi Panther Island, the 
four iron-clads leading 
ibreast — the flag-ship in 
the centre^and as they 
hew near the fort firing 
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occasionally from their bow guns. The tliree wooden boats, 
aecoi-ding to Foote's orders, ranged themselves abreast, and 
followed half a mile or bo to the rear. At half-past twelve 
the armored boats steamed up to a position jnst diagonally 
across the river, within six hundred yai'ds of tlie battcnce, 
and opened tlieir bombardment. This was responded to 
vigorously from the fort. The firing, at so short a dis- 
tance, waa destructively accurate, especially on the side of 
the gun-boats. It was, in fact, terrific. An officer within 
the fort relates that it exceeded in teiTOr any thing tliat the 
imagination had pictured of the powei- of shot and shell, 
plowing complete I'oads through the earth-woi-ks and sand- 
bags, dismounting heavy guns and crippling others, setting ou 
fire and bringing down buildings within the foiiJfieation, and 
cutting in two as with a scythe large trees in tlie neighbor- 
hood. Such a hurtling tempest of shot and shell was i-ained 
incessantly upon the enemy's worlffi from those black floating 
batteries, which, however, in their turn were exposed to a hot 
fire from heavy guns well worked. Perceiving by her broad 
pennant that the Gvncinnati was the flag-ship, and that her 
range and firing wei-e better than that of the other boats, the 
rebels coneenti-ated upon her a storm of solid shot, striking 
her thirty times. One 68-pound conical shot sti'ucb, bounding 
in the centime of the front part of the pilot-honse, in which 
Commodore Foote, Captain Stembel, a midshipman, and the 
two pilote wei'e standing; it did not perforate the vessel, but 
indented its side deeply. The shot that pierced or took ef- 
fect were chiefly in the front sides of the vessel, which were 
not sheathed, and in the chimneys and worlds of the npper 
deck. The chimneys were perfoi-ated by eight or ten cannon- 
balls, but were still serviceable after the fight A 32-pound 
ball came through the forwai'd angle of tlie starboard side,' 
killing one seaman, and passed through tlie whole length of 
the lower deck without further damage. Many sailors wei^o 
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serionsly wounded, and why no more were killed is extraor- 
diiiaiy, as tlie Cincinnati stood up nearest the batteries — one 
account saye within four hundred yards — and took their full 
brunt. 

The other vessels also were frequently hit with serious ef- 
fect; and at about twenty minutes before one o'clock a 32- 
pound shot struck the Emex just above one of her bow guns, 
killing a young officer, Samuel B. Erittan, master's mate; 
tlien going through the biilkliead in front of the boiler, it 
])a8sed into the flue of the centre boiler, occasioning an escape 
of the steam and hot water, and dreadfully scalding all on the 
forward gun-deck, and the two pilots, who were almost imme- 
diately over the front of the boilers. Twenty men and officers 
were instantly killed or scalded by this explosion ; and, among 
them, the brave Captain Porter himself was severely injured. 
The Es8&e was completely disabled, and was obliged at once 
to withdmw from the combat. 

But the fire from the fleet, both of the armored and wooden 
vessels, was so tremendous that the gunners of the enemy 
were driven from their posts; the 10-inch colnmbiad and other 
heavy gnns silenced, and nothing could withstand its fury ; 
and after a hot conflict, lasting an hour and twenty minutes, 
in which the forces under General Tilghman made a most 
determined resistance, the rebel flag was lowered, and, amid 
the wildest excitement and cheers of the crews, the victory 
was declared for the gun-boats. 

It was indeed a brilliant naval victory. By the force of 
circumstances that could not be foreseen nor prevented, the 
glory as well as the sufl'ering of this battle belonged entirely 
to the naval forces. The Army strove earnestly to share in 
the fight, but the impetuosity of the sailors, combined with 
the heavy state of the roads, rendered it impo^ible for them 
to come up in time; and when they did come up, the thing 
was accomplished, and the fort, with all that it contained, 
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■vvas quietly handed over by Commodore Toote to General 
Grant. 

" A few minutes bef oi-e tlie enrrender," says the Southern 
historian, Pollard, " the scene in and around tlie fort exhibited 
a spectacle of fiei-ce grandeur. Many of the cabins were in 
flames. Added to this were the curhng and draae wreaths of 
smoke from the guns ; the constant whizzing of fragments of 
ci-ashing and bureting shells ; the deafening roar of artillery ; 
the black sides of five or six gun-boats, belching fii-e at every 
poi-t-hole; the volumes of smoke settled in dense masses 
around tlie siu-rounding back-waters ; and up and over that 
fog on the heights, the ai-ray of General Grant deploying 
ai-ound our small army, attempting to ent off its retreat. In 
the midst of the storm of shot and shell, the small force out- 
side of the fort had succeeded in gaining tlie upper r^iad, the 
gun-boats having failed to notice their movements until tliey 
were out of reach. To give them further time, the gallant 
Tilghman, exhausted and begrimed with jwwder and smoke, 
stood erect at the middle battery, and pointed gun after gnn. 
It was clear, however, that tlie fort could not hold out much 
longer. A white flag was raised by the order of General 
Tilghman, who I'emarked, 'It is vain to fight longer. Our 
gunners are disabled — onr gims dismounted. We can't hold 
out five minutes longer.' As soon as the token of submission 
was hoisted, the gnn-boats came alongside the fort and took 
possession of it, their crews giving three cheers for the Union." 

It is related that, on meeting Foote, the rebel general re- 
marked, " I am glad to enrrender to so gallant an oflieer." 
Foote replied, "You do perfectly right, sir, in surrendering; 
but you should have blown my boat out of the water before I 
would have surrendered to you." This is tlie newspaper ac- 
count ; but Foote's own account of tlie interview, as related to 
a friend,* is difl^ereiit from this. " The facts ai-e these," he 



* Mr. E. H. Leflingwell, 
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said : " G-eiieral Tilghman came on boai'd my boat, evidently 
in deep distress, -wriiiging his hands and exelaimiug, ' I am in 
despair ; mj reputation is gone forever.' I replied, ' General, 
there is no reason tliat you should feel thus. More than 
two thirds of your battery la disabled, while I have lost less 
than one tliird of mine. To continue the action woidd only 
invoke a needless sacrifice of life, and, under the circum- 
stances, you have done right in surrendering. Moreover, I 
shall always be ready to testify that you have defended your 
post like a brave man.' I then added, 'Come, general, yon 
have lost your dinner, and the steward has just told me that 
mine is ready ;' and, taking him by the arm, we walked to- 
gether into the cabin. Tliis is all that passed between us." 
Admiral Foote rarely, if ever, forgot that he was a gentle- 
man, and especially with those whom the fate of war had 
made prisoners. 

We subjoin the modest report of the commander of the 
victorious fleet, giving the authentic details of the battle, and 
which may serve to correct erroi-s in the foregoing brief ac- 
count, that has been drawn mostly from other sources : 

" Caiko, III,., FAniary 7, 1863. 

" Sir, — I have the lionor to report that on the 6th instant, at half-past 
twelve o'clock P.M., I made an attack on Fort Henry, on the Tennessee 
Elver, with the iron-clad gim-boats Oivdnnati, Commander Stembel ; the 
ase)!, Commander Porter ; the Carmtddet, Commander Walke ; and 8t. 
Louis, Lieutenant-Commanding Paulding ; also taking with me the three 
old gan-boats (7iin«8i(iff«,Lieutenant^Couimanding Phelps; the rajiiw, Lieu- 
tenant-Commanding Gwui, and the Lexington, Lieutenant-Commanding 
Shirk, as a second division, in charge of Liei\tenant- Commanding Phelps, 
wliich took position astern and inshore of the armored boats, doing 
good execution there in the action, while the aimored boats were placed 
in the first order of steaming, approaching the fort in a parallel line. 

"The fire was opened at seventeen hundred yards' distance from the 
flag-ship, which was followed by the otlier gun-hoata, and responded to 
by the fort. As we approached the fort under slow steaming tDl we 
reached within six hundred yards of the rebel batteries, the Are, both 



Hosted byGoogle 



Report of the Battle. 205 



from the gun-boats and forts, increased in rapidity and accuracy of aim. 
At twenty miimtcs before tlio rebel flag was struck, the Jiwew, unfortu- 
nately, received a shot in hei' boiler, wliich resulted in the wounding, by 
scalding; of twenty-nine olfieera and men, including Commander Porter, 
as will be seen in the inclosed list of casualties. The Besex then neces- 
sarily dropped out of line astern, entirely disabled, and unable to con- 
tinue the fight, in which she had so gallantly paiticipated until the sad 
catastrophe. The firing continued with unabated rapidity and effea 
upon the three gun-boats as they continued still to approach the fort 
with their destructive fire, until the rebel flag was hauled down, after a 
severe and closely contested action of one hour and fifteen minutes. 

"A boat, containing the adjutant-general and a captain of engineers, 
came alongside after the flag was lowered, and reported that General 
Lloyd Tilghman, the commander of the fort, wished to communicate with 
the flag-officer, when I dispatched Commander Stflmbel and Lieuten- 
ant-Commanding Phelps, with orders to hoist the American flag where 
the Secession ensign had been flying, and to infoi-m General Tilghman 
that I would see him on boai-d the flag-ship. He came on board soon 
after the Union had been substituted by Commander Stembel for the 
rebel flag on the fort, and possession taken, 

"I received the general, his staff, and some sixty or seventy men as 
prisoners; and a hospital ship containing sixty invalids, together with 
the fort and its efiecfs, mounting twenty guns, mostly of heavy calibre, 
with barracks and teufa capable of accommodating fifteen thousand men, 
and sundry articles, which, as I turned the fort and its effects over to 
General Grant, commanding the aimy, on his arrival in an hour after we 
had made the capture, he will be enabled to give the government a 
more correct statement of than I am enabled to communicate from the 
short time I had possession of the fort.* The plan of the attack, so for 
as the army reaching the rear of the fort to make a demonsti'ation simul- 
taneously with the Navy, was frustrated by the excessively muddy roads 
and high stage of water preventing the arrival of our troops until some 
time after I had taken possession of the fort. 

" On securing the prisoners and making necessary preliminary armnge- 
menfs, I dispatched Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps, with his division, 
up the Tennessee Biver, as I had previously directed, and, as will be seen 
in the inclosed orders to hiin, to remove the rails, and so far render the 

* It was estimated that more than a million dollars' worth of property 
was captured at Port Heniy. 
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bridge incapable of railroad tjansportation and communicafion between 
Bowliiig Green and Columbus, and afterward to pursue the rebel gun- 
boats, and secure their capture, if possible. This being accomplished, and 
tte aimy in possession of the foit, and mj aerrices being indispensable at 
Cairo, I left Fort Henry in the evening of the same day with the OiwAn- 
ruM, Emeu, and SLLouu, and arrived here this morning. 

" The armored gun-boats resisted effectively the shot of the enemy wlien 
striding tlie casemate. The Oindnnati (flag-ship) received thirty-one 
shots; the .®se» fifteen ; the St.Lmiasevm; aadtbe Gcirondelet six; kill- 
ing one and wounding nine iu the Cmcmnati, and killing one in the 
Basex; while the casualties in the latter amounted to twenty-eight in 
number. The Carmddet and St. Louis met with no casualties. 

" The steamei-s were admirably handled by their commanders and offi- 
cers, preaentmg only theu' bow guns to the enemy, to avoid exposure of 
the vulnerable parts of their vessels. Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps, 
with his division, also executed my orders very effectually, and promptly 
proceeded up the river in their fnrther executiou after the capture of the 
fort In fact, all the officers and men gallantly perfomied their duty ; and, 
considering the little espeiience they have had nnder Are, far more than 
realized my expectations. 

"Port Henry was defended with the most determined gallantry by 
General Tilghman, worthy of a better cause, who, from his own account, 
went into action with eleven guns of heavy calibre bearing upon our 
boats, which he fought until seven of the number were dismounted or 
otherwise rendered useless. I have the honor to be, etc., 

" A. H. FoOTE, Plag-Officer. 
" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy," 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

EE8ULT6 OF TDK CAPTUEE OF FOKT HENRY. — FUETHEE MOVE- 
MENTS OF THJi GUN-BOATS. PEEACHING AT CAIRO. 

Theeb were far greater battles during the war, both on land 
aud water, tlian that sharp light on the narrow river which re- 
sulted in the fall of the earth-work of Fort Henry — there was 
the siege and taking of the almost impregnable Vieksbni^, 
and tliere was the splendid crowning naval victory of Admiral 
Farragnt at New Orleans— but there were few battles of more 
vital importance to the Union arms than this earliest success 
of the Western flotilla. It was a moment of gi-eat gloom and 
uncertainty in the country's affairs; and this was almost tlie 
iirst marked sncceBS^sncccRS of such a kind as had a siu-e 
prophecy of the future t— o a i C nfede te ofticer, Col- 
onel Gilmer, said n I s epo t t ^as fo tl e enen y a great 
success, as it emL oldened 1 m to male the atta 1 ut Fort 
Douelson." It was tl e t mj I of a i e v age y ar— of 

a power the develoj. ent f wl ch i of a lable value, 
not only to tlio N the n c i se bu o tl e i be of all i copies 
who were called ujo to fio-1 1 fo the freedo Tl e people 
who had iron and coal at their command were hereafter to be 
deemed unconquerable^they could not be subjected or de- 
stroyed. Above all, Fort Henry was the key of the rebel po- 
sition in the West, Its Bnbdual, with that of Fort Donelaon, 
unlocked to our armies the states of Kcntuelcy and Tennessee, 
leading General Halleck (who, tliough bigoted in favor of the 
Army, w^ an earnest patriot) to expi-ess himself in his bul- 
letin of the victory in these words : " The flag of the Union is 
re-established on the soil of ICentueky. It will never bo ro- 
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moved." By it the fii-st strong rebel line of defense— the 
spinal column, ae it were — waa broken. The control of the 
direct line of railroad which connected the great rebel force 
of Colirnibus with that at Bowling Green waa secured, a point 
far in the rear of both of these was seized, and the road was 
opened for the southward advance of onr aitnies. Bowling 
Green waa soon after evacuated. The desperate battles of 
Pittsburg Landing, Shiloh, and Coiinth were the logical con- 
sequence of the capture of Fort Henry, being the straggle on 
the part of the rebels to establish a new line of defense run- 
ning from Memphis and Island No. Ten to Pittsburg Land- 
ing, on the Tennessee, and Chattanooga. Foote was happy in 
taking the initiative of victory. Tlie movement was begun 
which, with wavering and alternate success, and after many 
.Ee\ere conflicts, was in the end slowly to bear down and crush 
the power of the rebellion at the Southwest, where its great- 
est and final strength lay. 

The military qualities and skill which were displayed in the 
battle of Fort Henry need not be dwelt upon, for they were 
very simple and thoroughly characteristic of the commander, 
in whose conduct of the affair we are vividly reminded of the 
past, and especially of the qualities exhibited in the Chinese 
"Barrier Forts" engagement, viz., a cool, ecrupnlons, perliaps 
over-cautious preparation, and rapid, concentrated, desperately 
close fighting. The boats drew nearer and nearer to the bat- 
teries in a fiercer death-hug. It was the Connecticut sailor cal- 
culating every chance and every mishap, and then throwing 
away all care and feai', and fighting with incredible fury. It 
was undoubtedly anticipated by Grant and the Army that if the 
gun-boats were capable of weakening or even redncing the 
fort, that it would be only after many honi-s, in which time 
they wonld have ample opportunity to bear an equal if not 
predominant part; but the matter was settled in somewhat 
over an hour; while the forces engaged were about equally 
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balanced, since, in the whole conflict, Foote brongbt to bear 
but eleven heavy gnns against as many or more of the same 
weight on the part of the enemy. 

The country and the government received the news of the 
fall of Fort Henry witli enthusiasm. Tho loyal papem ovor 
the whole country were full of the details of the conflict and 
congratulations upon the happy event — which was one of 
those events not in itself of great proportions, but whose 
" singular felicity " depends upon its time, circumstances, and 
conseqnences. One of the most generous acknowledgments of 
the victory, and one that must have been personally gratify- 
ing to Foote, was the letter of General McClernand, written 
the day after the battle : 

" Head-qdartehs, First Drvisios, Fort Foote 1 
(latk IImnuy), Tenn., F<^., 1803. ( 

" COMMODOKE PooTE, Flag-Officer, Westem Waters ; 

"Deae Sib, — As an acknowledgment of the consummate skill witli 
which you brought your gun-boats into action yesterday, and of the ad- 
dress and bravery displayed by yourself and your command, I have taken 
the liberty of giving the late ' Port Heniy ' the new and more appropriate 
name of 'Fort Foote.' 

"Please pardon the liberty I have taken without first securing your 
concurrence, as I am hardly disposed to do, considering the liberty which 
you took in capturing tlie fort without my co-operation. 
"Very respectfiilly youiB, etc., 

"John A. McClbjinabd, Brig. -Gen., Com. First Division." 

From the mass of other letters and testimonials of honor 
and gratitude which speedily flowed in, we select but these 
two, as expressive at the same time of the value set by the go\'- 
emment upon our commander's services and of warm personal 
friendship ■ 

N VY Depap bkt J?y m ^ 13 186 
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patch ajiiioiincing the event, which gave the highest satisfaetioii to the 
country. 

"We have to-day the report of Lieutenant-Oommaiidiiig S.L.Phelps, 
with the gratiiying result of his succesaful pursuit and capture and de- 
struction of the i-ehei steainere, and the dispei-sion of the hostile camps 
as far up the Tennessee Eirer as Florence. 

"I most coi-dially and sincerely congratulate yon, and the oiBccrs and 
men under your command, on these heroic achievements, accomplished 
under extraordinary circumstances, and after surmountmg great and al- 
most insuperahle difficulties. The labor you have perfonned, and the 
services you have rendered in creating the armed flotilla of gun-hoats 
on the Western waters, and in bringing together' for effective operation 
the force which has already earned such i-enown, can never be overesti- 
mated. The Department has observed with no ordinary solicitude the 
tti'mament that has so suddenly been called into existence, and which 
under your well-directed management has been so gloriously effective, 
" I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"Gideon Welles, 

"Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U.S. W., commanding 1 
Gun-boat Flotilla, etc., Cairo, III." j 

"Kavv DEP.uiTJinajT, J'tij-unj^S, 1863. 

"Dkak FLAG-OiTicEit,— You have been rewarded for tlie trials and 
sublime patience of the iabora you have given to your work, and crowned 
with victory. Of yourself, we all knew that the hour of trial for you was 
but the hour of success. Another fort knocked over by the Navy is my 
reward. The victory is very impoi-tant, as this stage of the river, I pre- 
sume, gives you access even to Nashville if you take the Cumbei'land. 
You will also strengthen the branch of the service with tlie great West, 
where the empire soon will he. Tour telegraph came at noon, and we 
sent it immediately to Congress, where it gave intense satisfaction. Be- 
lieving that you will cari^ our arms wherever your flag can penetrate, 
I am sincerely yours, G. T. Fox, 

" Flag-officer A. H, Foote, U. 8. N., commanding Western Florilla." 

The following letter shows on the part of Commodore Foote 
a characteristic eourtesj, as well as a positive assertion of prin- 
ciples : 
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" Cairo, i 

" SiB,^Yoiir note of the 0th inatiint, refendng to my oflcial telegram 
to the Navj Depai'tment, and requesting me to correct 8a error where 
mortars are referred to, has been received. 

" I have, as you will see by the inclosed letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, stated to him that I did uot apeak of mortars at all iu my tele- 
gram, which was probably introduced by the printer by mistake. 

" The haste in wbieh my dispatch was prepared, or, rather, the short 
time I remained after the fort sun-eudered, I find has led me iuto several 
little en-oi-s referaed to in my letter to the Secretary. Still, to show that 
I intended to represent matters fairly, I did not, either in my telegram or 
report, speak of our four armed boats having, I believe mth a single ex- 
ception, fired or used but the eleven bow guns — two in the Essex, and 
three in the other three boats. I appredate your high qiialities of cour- 
age and other cliaracteristics (always excepting your disunion views and 
conduct) too highly not to wish to do yon every justice. 

" I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, A. H. Footb. 

" General Lloyd Tilghman, Paducah, Kentwcky." 

Ill accordance with the special order of his cliief, Lieutenant 
Phelps, wiieii the surrender of Fort Henry took place, stai-ted 
at once up the Tennessee to cut the railroad track between 
Memphis and Bowling Green, and to capture rebel gnn-boats 
and steamerB npon the river. His report, as showing the state 
of the country, and in many other respects, though long, is so 
interesting and valuable, that we give it in full : 

" TIbitbd States Gtib-boat ' Oonestoga,' Tennbssrk 1 
RivEK, FArvary 10, 1863. \ 

" Sm,— Soon after the surrender of Port Henry, on the 6th instant, I 
proceeded, in obedience to your orders, irp the Tennessee River, with the 
Twyhr^ Lieutenant-Commanding Gwin ; Lexington, Lieutenant-Command- 
ing Shirk, and this vessel, forming a division of the flotiUa, and anived 
after dark at the railroad crossing, twenty-flve miles above the fort, hav- 
ing on the way destroyed a small amount of camp equipage abandoned 
by the flying rebels. The draw of the bridge was found closed, and the 
machinery for turning it disabled. About a mile and a half above wera 
several rebel trausport steauiers escaping up stream. 
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" A party was lauded, ajid in one hour I had tlic satisfaction to see tlie 
draw open. The Taylor being the slowest of the gun-boats, Lieutenant- 
Commanding Gwin landed a foi-ce to desti'oy a portion of the raUroad 
track, and to secure such militaiy stores aa niiglit be found, while I di- 
rected Lieuteuant-Coramaiiding Shirk to follow me with all speed in 
chase of the fleeing boats. In five hours this boat succeeded in forcing 
the rebels to abaadon aad bum three of their boats loaded with militjiry 
stores. The first one flred {Swmud Orr) hatl on board a quantity of sub- 
marine batteries, which very soon exploded. The second was freighted 
with powder, cannon, shot, gi'ape, balls, etc, Feaiing an explosion from 
the fired boats— there were two together— I had stopped at a distance of 
one thousand yards ; but even there om' skylights were broken by the 
concussion, the light upper deck was raised bodily, doors were forced 
open, and locks and ftisteniugs every where broken. 

"The whole river, for half a mile about, was completely ■ beaten up' 
by the falling fragments and the shower of shot, grape, balls, etc. The 
house of a reported Union man was blown to pieces, and it is suspect- 
ed that there was design in landing the boats in front of the doomed 
house. The Zedngtoii. having fallen astern, and being without a pilot, I 
concluded to wait for both of the boats to come up. Joined by them 
we proceeded up the river. Lieutenant- Commanding Gwin had de- 
Bti'oyed some of the trestle-work at the end of the bridge, burning with 
them a lot of camp equipage. L. N. Brown, formerly a lieutenant in the 
Navy, now signing himself ' lieutenant C. 8 N.,' had fled with such pre- 
cipitation as to leave hia papers behind. These Lieutenant-Commanding 
Gwin brought away, and I send them to you, as they give an ofiicial 
history of the rebel floating preparations on the Mississippi, Cumberland, 
and Tennessee. Lieutenant Brown had chai'ge of the construction of 
gun-boats. 

"At night, on the 7th, we aitived at a landing in Hardin County, 
Tennessee, known as Cerro Gordo, where we found the steamer Jlis^we 
being converted into a gun-boat. Armed boat crews were immediately 
sent on board, and seaich made for the means of destraction that might 
have been devised. She had been scuttled and the suction-pipes broken. 
These leaks were soon stopped. A numbei- of rifle-shots were flred at 
OUT vessels, but a couple of shells dispersed the rebels. On examination 
I found that there were large quantities of timber and limber prepared 
for fitting up the Eastport; that the vessel itself— some 380 feet long- 
was in excellent condition, and ah^ady half finished; considerable of the 
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plating designed for her was lying on the bank, and every thing at hand 
to complete her. I therefore directed Lieutenant-Commanding Gwin to 
remain with the Taylor, to guard the prize and to load the lumber, etc., 
while the Lexington and the Conestoga should proceed still higher up. 

" Soon after daylight, on the 8th, we passed Easfpoit, Mississippi ■ and 
at Chickasaw, fiutlier «p, neai' the state-line, seized two steamei^-the 
Sam Wood and jM-asefo-the fonner laid up, and the latter freighted with 
iron destined for Eichmoud and for rebel «se. We then proceeded on 
np the river, entering the State of Alabama, and ascending to Florence, 
at the foot of the Muscle Shoals. On coming in sight of the town, three 
steamers were discovered, which were immediately set on fire by the 
rebels. Some shots were fired from the opposite side of the river below. 
A force was landed, and considerable quantities of supplies, marked ' Fort 
Henry,' were secured from the burning wrecks. Some had been landed 
and stored. These I seized, putting such as we could bring away on our 
vessels, and destroying the remainder. No flats or other craft could be 
found. I also found more of the iron and plating intended for the Mst- 

" A deputation of citizens of Florence waited upon me ; flret, desiring 
that they might be able to quiet the feara of their wives and daughters 
with assurances from me that they would not be molested ; and, secondly, 
praying that I would not destroy their luikoad bridge. As for the first, 
I told them we were neither ruffians nor savages, and that we wei'e there 
to protect from violence and to enforce the law ; and with reference to 
the second, that if the bridge were away we could ascend no higher, and 
that it could possess no military importance, so for as I saw, as it simply 
connected Florence itself wifJi the railroad on the soufii bank of the 

" We had seized three of their steamers-^)ne the half-flnished gun- 
boat—and had forced the rebels to bum six others loaded with supplies; 
and theii' loss, with that of the ireight, is a heavy blow to tlie enemy! 
Two boats are still known to be on the Tennessee, and are doubtless hid- 
den in some of the creeks, where we shall be able to find tliem when 
there is time for the search. We retiiiued on the night of tie 8th to 
where the Mastport lay. The crew of the Ta^/lo,- had already got on board 
of the prize an immense amount of lumber, etc. The crews of the tliree 
boats set to work to finish the imdertaking, and we have brought away 
probably 350,000 feet of the best quality of ship and building lumber, 
and the iron, machinery, spikes, plating, nails, etc., belonging ,to the rebel 
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gun-boats \ and I caused the mill tt> be destroyed wliere tlie lumber had 
been sawed. 

"Lieutenant-Commanding Gwin had, in onr absence, enlisted some 
twenty-five Tennesseans, who gave information of the encampment of Col- 
onel Drew's regiment at Savannah, Tennessee. A portion of the six or 
seven hundred men were known to be 'pressed' men, and all were badly 
aimed. After consultation with Lieutenants -Commanding Gwin and 
Shirk, I determined to make a land attack upon the encampment Lieu- 
tenant-Commanding Shirk, with thirty liflemen, came on board the Omes- 
i^a, leaving his vessel to guard the Basbport; and, accompamed by the 
Tayhr, we proceeded up to that place, prepared to land 130 riflemen and 
a 13-pounder rifle howitzer. Lieutenant^Oommauding Gwin took com- 
mand of the force when landed, but had the mortification to find the 
camp deserted. 

" The rebels had fled at one o'clock in the nioraing, leaving consider- 
able quantities of arms, clothing, shoes, camp utensils, provisions, imple- 
ments, etc, all of which were secured or destroyed, and their winter-quar- 
ters of log-liute were burned. I seized also a large mail-bag, to send you 
the letters giving military information. The gun-boats were then drop- 
ped down to a point where arms, gathered under the rebel ' press-law,' 
had been stored ; and an armed pai-ty, under Second-Master Gondy, of 
the T<xyU)T, succeeded in aeiaiug about seventy rifles and fowling-pieces. 
Returning to Cerro Gordo, we took the SmtjHytt, SaUie Wood, and Muede 
in tow, and came down the river to the railroad crossing. The M\t»de 
sprang aleak, and all eflbrts failing to prevent her sinking, we were 
forced to abandon her, and with her a considerable quantity of fine lum- 
ber. We are having trouble in getting through the draw of the bridge 

" I now come to the, to me, most interesting part of this reports-one 
which has already become too long ; but I must trust you will find some 
excuse for this in the fact that it embraces a histoiy of labor and move- 
ments, day and night, from the 6th to the 10th of the montli, all of which 
details I deem it proper to ^ve yon. We have met with the most gratify- 
ing proofs of loyaltj every where aci'oss Tennessee, and in the portions of 
Mississippi and Alabama which we.rasited. Most afleeting instances greet 
us almost hourly. Men, women, Bad children several times gathered in 
crowds of hundreds, shouted their welcome, and hailed their national flag 
with an enthusiasm thei-e was no mistaking— it was genuine and heart- 
felt. These people braved every thing to go to the river bank, where 
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a sight of tteir flag might once more be ecjojed ; and they have experi- 
onccd, as they related, every possible form, of persecution. Tears flowed 
freely down the cheeks of men as well as of women; and there were 
those who had fought imder the stars and stripes at Moultrie who in this 
manner testified theh joy. 

" This display of feeling and sense of gladness at our success, and the 
hopes it created in the breasts of bo many people in the heart of the Con- 
federacy, fBtoniahed us not a little ; and I aaaure you, sir, I would not 
have failed to witness it under any consideration. I trust it has given 
us all a higher sense of the sacred character of our present duties. I was 
assured at Savannah that of the sevei'al hnndred troops there, more than 
one half, had we gone to the attack in time, would have hailed ns as de- 
liverers, and gladly enlisted with the national force. 

" In Tennessee the people generally, in their enthusiasm, braved Seces- 
sionists, and spoke their views ireely; but in Mississippi and' Alabama, 
what was said was guarded. ' If we dared to express ourselves freely, 
you would hear such a shout greeting your coming as you never heard.' 
' We know there are many Unionists among us, but a reign of terror 
makes ua afraid of our shadows.' We are told, too, ' Bring us a small 
ot^anized foice, with arms and ammunition for us, and we can maintain 
our position and put down rebellion in our midst.' There were^ it is 
true, whole communities who, on our approach, fled to the woods; but 
these were where there was less of the loyal element, and where the flee- 
ing steamers in advance had spread tales of our coming with flrebrands, 
burning, destroying, ravishing, and plundering. 

"The crews of these vessels have had a very laborious time, but have 
evinced a spirit in the work highly creditable to them. Lieutenants- 
Commanding Gwin and Shirk have been untiring, and I owe to them 
and their oflicers many obligations for entire success. 
" I am, respectfully, your obedient servant; 

" 8. T. Phelps, Lieutenant-Commanding U. S.N. 

" Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, commanding 1 
Naval Forces, Western Waters." S 
It ia not snrpriBing that special' commendations Bhonld Iiave 
been added to the report of tiiis officer ; and it might be said 
that no man was better supported by his officers than was 
Foote while at the West. Porter, Phelps, Walke, Gwin, Shirk, 
Sanford, Peimock, and otliers, called, as they were, from their 
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broad ocean to do unaccustomed work, did the 
Navy great credit by their patient and courageous services — 
in storm and fog, cold and heat — on those turbid rivers, in 
eluniay vessels that seemed, lilce mud-turtles, made to court 
sandbanks, snags, low water, rapid currents, to say nothing of 
torpedoes, ambuscades, and infernal maeMnes. 

" U. S. Flao-8tbambb ' St. Loure,' Padtjcah, i 



" Bnt. — I liavc tlie honor and high gratification to forward to ths 
Department the official report of Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps, by 
which it will be seen that he has, with consummate skill, courage, and 
judgmpnt, performed s highly beneficial service to the government, 
which, I doubt not, will appreciate it I can not too highly commend 
the conduct of Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps for this his signal serrice 
in his long cruise to the head of navigation on the Tennessee River. 

" I am now, with three iron-clad steamers, ascending the Cumberland 
River, to co-operate with General Grant in an attack on Fort Donelson. 
Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps, with his division, accompanies me. In 
great haste. I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

" A. H. FooTB, Flag-officer. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretaiy of the Havy." 

We give here a semi-official letter written by Lieutenant J. 
P. Sanford, ordnance officer of the flotilla, showing the efforts 
and needs of another branch of the gun-boat service, no less 
important than others, and, in fact, forming the strildng arm 
of this formidable power : 

(TftcisnATi F^rujty U 1SG2 

"My dear Flag-Officer,— I have but i few moments in wbiih to 
write. I am 80 busy that I have not had the leisure even to take my 
regular meals. You have my most hearty and cordial congratulations 
On your recent victory, and I have to rcgiet it the same time tint I mi 
not with you. 

" I am pushing up the work on the irks -ind expect to lea^ e here Sat 
nrday evening. 

" I telegraphed to Pittsburg and Wajiliiiigton for 8-inch guns immedi- 
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ately on receipt of your telegram, and. have them, froni WasHngton, 
ready to be expressed. One of the guns I mtend for the 8t. Louis. She 
has hut two, 

" I have just got a telegram ftom Captain Pennock. About two hun- 
dred additional rounds to be put up at Pittsburg Arsenal, making in all 
five hundred for each gun. I pity the poor guns ! 

"The ammunition-boats have large and splendid ehcU-rooma and 
magazinea, I ti'ust that what I have done to these boats ■will meet with 
your approval. It is no small matter to fit up such things as these river 
boats for eight hundred men and magsKines. Permit me to suggest the 
propriety of a guard of thirty soldiers being obtained from the Army to 
do duty as marines. The boats will, in my judgment, absolutely need 
them. I shall want about five sentiies on mine to make all secure. A 
lieutenant could be placed over them. 

"I WTOte to General Eipley a few days since for three hundred more 
Bwords — two hundred of them to be distributed to gun-boats, addi- 
tional to what they have, and fifty to each of the ammunition-boats, I 
am putting a stiff piece of timber on the guards on eitlier side of fore- 
castle, to receive bolts for breechings, side tackles, etc., for a 82-pounder. 
If you did not think it absolutely necessary for me t« come down with 
the boats, I would go to Pittsburg about the ammnnitiou ; but I suppose 
it is proper I should come down with them. 

" I can't get fiat-boatmen. They have all gone into the Army. I pro- 
pose sending a first-rate man to Pittsbm-g to drum up some. I am told 
my best chance is thei'e. 

"I shall have to leave nearly all my accounts here unsettled, as the 
moment I can get stores, et«., on board, I shall be oS. 

" I have had fifty mess cloths made by Hag^erty on a venture for the 
ammunition-boats — not enough, but Captain Pennock might have some 
spare ones, as I. would not load the government with unnecessary extras, 
"Yours sincerely, J. P. Sanfokd, Ord. Officer of Flotilla." 

In regard to the feeling developed at the South after the 
battle of Fort Henry, the Kichmond Dispatch of Tebmary 
13th says: "Our Tennessee exchanges give us gloomy pros- 
pects for the future in that part of the Confederacy. Several 
leading journals intimate plainly that there is really a thj-eat- 
ening state of affairs in East Tennessee, gi'owing out of the 
idolatrous love of many of these people for Uio old Union, 
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The correspondent of the Memphis Avalcmche writes that the 
condition of the interior provinces is not improved, and the 
people apprehend an iinmediatc advance of tlie Northmen." 

While the ilag-ofiicer was at Cairo, the iiret Sunday after 
the capture of Fort Henry, the incident of his "preaching" 
took place, which caused much remark at the time, and has, 
indeed, become one of the stock anecdotes of the war. The 
matter excited no astonishment to those who knew him well ; 
and to the readers of this volnme, who have followed him 
fi-om his youth up, and have become acc^uainted with his out- 
spoken religious character and habits, it can cause no surprise. 
On this Sunday ho went to attend divine worship at the Pres- 
byterian Church, and found a full congregation assembled, 
bnt no preacher pr^ent. Witli his promptitude for business, 
seeing that no one else took &e lead in the emergency, he weut 
to the deacons, and endeavored to persuade them to conduct 
the service. Tailing in this, he himself mounted the pnlpit, 
read the Scripture, made a prayer, and preached a short dis- 
course from the words, " Let not yonr hearts he troubled ; ye 
believe in God, believe also in me." When the sermon, 
which was listened to attentively by a delighted audience, 
was concluded, an Army chaplain, who had in the mean time 
entered the house, stepped up to the commodore and express- 
ed himself greatly pieced with the discourse. The commo- 
dore replied pleasantly (in no sharp terms of rebuke, as it was 
represented by some) that the chaplain should have come for- 
wai-d and taken his place. These are the simple facts of the 
case as given by eye-witnesses ; and with such " lay-preach- 
ing," by one who showed his faith by his works, we, on our 
part, are not disposed to find fault. He himself often de- 
clared, however, that this was the last time he should over 
attempt lay-preaching. 

We can not forbear adding one of the letters of his hearty 
old friend, Commodore (now E«ar-Adrairal) Joseph Smith : 
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"Fd/mary 14, 1863. 

"My dear Foote, — I have yours of tlie 9th instant. I hardly know 
for which vocation to award jou the meed of greatest praise, as a first- 
rate flag-ofiicer, or as a ' preacher '— ao matter which, as you are in high 
estimation in both. 

"The Bumrfde expedition has done nobly. Goldsborough got glory 
enough to satisfy even his longings. Our cause looks cheering, and I 
apprehend, if only the roads were passable, we should soon be in posses- 
sion of all Virginia. Porter has departed with his mortar-boats, and ex- 
pects to meet you with jours at New Orleans. I have but a faint idea 
of yoiir boats, that they fight end on— only bow and stem guns to be 
used, and I presume you can use but two at either end. You see a bill 
reported for reorganizing the Kavy Department Mobody says any 
thing to me on the subject. Fox is tho moyiug power, I could make a 
better bill, and organize a Board of Admiralty. 

" Your successes will bear you up against all the pressure your ik)m- 
tion loads you with. Anna thinks her bauble will carry you through vic- 
toriously. You are on the top round of the ladder, and therefore yon 
have very little more to do. 

" I hope you will make tho BenUm go, as you were authorized to incur 
the expense to do so. Yours truly, in hasto, Joseph Smith." 

The following vote of thanlc6 was passed (rebniai-y 14, 
1862) by the General Assembly of the State of Oli 

"Kesdved, by the General Assembly of the State of Oh th t h 
thanks of the people of Ohio be, and through their repres nt ti 
hereby tendered to General Grant and Flag-Officer Foote, a d h bra 
men under their command, fijr the courage, gallantry, and t rj n 
exhibited in the bombardment and capture of Fort Henry— a victory no 
less brilliant in itself than glorious in its results, giving our Army a foot^ 
hold in Tennessee, and opening the way for an early advance to the cap- 
ital of that state 

" Beaoked, That the governor transmit copies of these resolutions to 
said ofiiccrij n ith the req^uest that the same be read to the men under 
their command 

T^MES R HtBBELL Spctkcr of House of Reprcseutativos. 
B, feTAHTO^, President of the Senate." 
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CIIAPTEE XVIII. 

THE SHAKE TAKEN BY TOOTe's FLOTILLA IH THE BIEGE OF FORT 
DONELSOH. — HE IS WOONDICD. — OOKRESPONDENCE. 

As soon as Port Henry fell into our power, great efforts 
were made by the rebels, now ttoroiighly aroused and alarm- 
ed, to strengthen the corresponding fortified post upon the 
Cumberland Eiver. Euasclville and Bowling Green were 
■virtually evacuated, and great nnrahers of troops, to the 
amount of some twenty-five thousand, were immediately con- 
centrated at Fort Donelson. General Bualirod Johnson, with 
Buckner, Pillow, and Floyd, tln-ew themselves into the place, 
and every thing looked like a most determined resistance, as 
if the fate of the whole war were to be staked upon it. And, 
in some respects, this was true. The post was one of vast 
strength, both by nature and art. Floyd wrote to Eichmond, 
with more of sincerity, probably, than was customary with 
him : " Have no fear about us. The place is impregnable ; 
the enemy can never take it," 

Fort Donelson* was situated twelve miles southeast of Fort 
Ilenry, upon the west bank of the Cumberland, a mile below 
Dover, where tiie stream makes a sudden turn to the west- 
ward, and then again to the northward. It is a broken, 
irregular country, and the hills, or knolls, rise from the river 
quite abruptly to a hundred or a hundred and fifty feet in 
height. Upon one of these eminences stood the fort, con- 
taining a hundred acr^. It was surrounded by creeks and 
deep ravines. Its own works were strong, and line beyond 

• For map of Port Donelson, see p. 933. 
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line of intTencIiments, redoubts, and rifle-pits stretched far 
around over the neighboring hills and valleys. The water- 
line of batteries, for commanding the river approaches, with 
their gims trained down stream, formed the moat powerful 
means of defense, and consisted of three tiere of batteries, the 
lower one near the water, tlie second fifty feet above, and tiie 
third fifty feet above that, the lower or pi-incipal battery being 
armed with eight 32-pounder« and one 10-inch eolorabiad; 
another bore a heavy rifled cannon that carried a 128-pound 
bolt, flanked by two 32-potind carronadca.* These were to be 
tested by the gun-boats in a combat of brief but terrible se- 
verity. 

On the morning of the 12th of February General Grant set 
his army in motion upon tlio tliree roads leading from Tort 
Henry to Dover; and in the afternoon, without meeting with 
resistance, the dilferent bodies came in sight of the fort, drove 
in its picliete, and took up their several petitions, to be ready 
for the next day's assault. The forces within and withont the 
fort were probably nearly equal. On the same day Foote 
was moving up the Cumberland with his gun-boats, convoy- 
ing transports filled with troops that were to constitute Wal- 
lace's Third Division.f One boat, however, the Carondelet, 
Captain Wallie, had been sent forward two days in advance 
of the other vessels; and on the morning of the 13th, in con- 
nection with a movement by a portion of the land force, 
this vessel made a gallant diversion in favor of the Army, 
and had the honor of opening the siege. Although in the 
rapid current she conld use only her bow guns, she fii-ed one 
hundred and thirty-eight shot?, until a 128-pound s.hot enter- 
ed one of her ports and injured her machinery, compelling 
her to withdraw. She renewed firing in the afternoon, but 



* Lossing's " Civil "War in America," vol. ii., p. 209. 
t Hid., vol. ii,, p. 310. 
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against such heavy batteries, single-^haiided, and at a compai-a^ 
lively loug range, could effeut little. 

The fighting on the part of the Army during tliat day was 
severe and indecisive. There was, indeed, no general attack 
made, as Grant, feehng the need of all hia power, was await- 
ing the presence of the gnn-hoats and of Wallace's Thu-d Di- 
vision ; but an assault was ordered by McClemand upon one 
of the princip^ redoubts, which developed into a battle of 
considerable magnitude, with varying fortune, though ending 
ill the repulse of the National forces. That night, in cold 
and sleet, without tents and without provisions, the weary 
and dispirited troops lay upon the frozen ground, anxiously 
looking for the coming light to renew the combat, and for 
the hoped-for arrival of the flotilla and the transports. 

Theao having come up, and also a reserved force from Fort 
Henry, Grant proceeded, as well aa he -was able, to complete 
tlie investment of the place, and prepare for the decisive battle. 

At about three o'clock on the ifteinoon of the 14th, the flotil- 
la, conbistmg of the armor- 
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ed -vessels 8t. Louis, Ca- 
rondelet, Fittshurg, and 
ZoinsviUe, fonning the 
first line, accompanied by 
thei\ooden gun-boats Gon- 
estoqa., Taylor, and Zex- 
tngton— the flag-ship Si. 
Loms talang the lead — 
made a dnect attack upon 
the wattr batteries (Foote 
gi\ing oidersTiot to regard 
the battenes on the bluff), 
and eteammg straight up, 
m the usnal bold manner 
of thjB commander, to be- 
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tweeii three and four hundred yards of their teeth. His in- 
tention was to silence the batteries and pass them, so as to gain 
a position to enfilade the faces of tlie fort with broadsides.* 
The firing on both sides was soon very accurate, rapid, and 
dostnictivo. The shot and shell from the fieet plowed into the 
lower batteries, dismounting guns and driving away the gun- 
ners, while the heavy cannon of the fort played incessantly 
upon the sides and decks of tlio boats. " Never was a little 
squadron exposed to so terrible a fire. Twenty heavy guns 
were trained upon it, those from the hill-side hurling plung- 
ing shot with awful pi-ecision and effect, while the boats could 
reply with only twelve guiis."f !Not with standing this furious 
fire from the fort at a higher level, and at so great an advan- 
tage, raking the broadsides of the boat obliquely, in which 
some of the 128-pound shots cruslied through the iron ai-mor, 
cariying destruction with them, tlie boats held on constantly 
to their work, until the upper battery of four guns was 
silenced, and the men were distinctly seen flying from the 
lower battery, and the vessels were just on the point of shoot- 
ing by and gaining a favorable position. It is said (and we 
give this as an unauthenticatcd ropoj-t) that at this time of the 
height of the combat Pillow telegraphed to Governor Hams : 
"The ^Federal gun-boats are destroying us. For God's salre, 
send US all the help you can immediately. I don't care for 
the land force of the enemy; they can't hurt us if you can 
keep those u-on hell-hounds in cheek." At this critical mo- 
ment, when things looked as if victory were almost in their 
grasp, the LouisvUle was disabled by a shot which cut away 
her rudder-chains, making her totally unmanageable, so that 
she drifted with the current ont-of action. Very soon after 
the iS';^. Louis was disabled by a shot through her pilot-house, 



" Civil War in America," vol. ii., p. 313, 
t lUd., vol. ii., p. 313. 
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rendering her steering impossible, so tliat she also iloated 
down tlie river. The other two armored vessels were also ter- 
ribly Btruck, and a rifled cannon on the Gmonddet burst, so 
that these two fiotild no longer, by themselves, sustain the 
action ; and after fighting for more than an hour, the little 
fleet was forced to withdraw. The immediate object of the 
attack of the gnn-boafs, viz., to silence the formidable river 
batteries, and to obl^n a good position to bombai-d the upper 
works in eo-operation with the assault -of the land forces, 
which was all, in fact, that the ilotilla had the power of 
doing, since thei'e was a whole army within the fortifiea^ 
tions to be dislodged and conquered, and the boats could 
not walk upon kud— tliis object of the attack was on the 
point of being successfully attained, when the unforeseen 
casualties that have been related occurred. It was indeed a 
hard disappointment after such pereistent fighting. Foote, it is 
said, wept like a child when the order to withdraw was given. 
The 8t. Louis was struck fifty-nine times ; the Louisville 
thirty-six times; the Cwrondelet twenty-six; the Pittsburg 
twenty; and the four vessels receiving no less than one hun- 
dred and forty-one wounds. The attack was repulsed, but it 
was through tlio imperfection of the boats themselves in not 
having sufficient protection to their maehineiy, wheels, and 
steering apparatus; but the demoralizing influence of their 
fierce bombardment upon the fort could not have been small, 
and must have helped toward the great but hard-won success 
of the next day. At all events, the gun-boats did what they 
could, and, until rendered entirely helpless for action, drifting 
Hke logs in the rapid current, Uiey were fought with a deter- 
mined energy that looked, oven to the last moment, only to 
victory. 

The fleet, gathering itself together, and rendering mutual 
help to its disabled members, proceeded to Cairo to repair 
damages, intending to return immediately with a stronger 
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naval force to continue the siege. General Grant decided to 
await their retni-n, and also the coming of reinforcements to 
Ms army ; but events took place of sudden and rapid evolution, 
compelling him to change his plans, and bringing on the gen- 
eral battle of the next day. Early on the morning of the 15th, 
two grand sorties by the enemy, tho one led by Generals Pil- 
low and Johnson, and the other by Buckner, effected a com- 
plete surprise of tho National forces, caused most sanguinary 
lighting, and seriously menaced the whole of Grant's right 
wing. It was only the prompt valor of Generals "Wallace and 
McClernaud (in the absence of Grant, who was in consulta-. 
tion with Foote), backed by tho dogged bravery of the West- 
ern troops, that prevented a total rout. When the whole 
battle hung in the balance, wavering and uncertain. Grant 
himself came up, and by a bold inspiration that snatched vic- 
tory from defeat, he ordered McClernand to retake tho hill 
he had lost, and Smith to make a simultaneous attack on the 
Confederate right.* By desperate lighting, intrenehment 
after intrenehment was earned, and that night Grant knew 
that the ultimate triumph was his. Then took place those 
extraordinary and hurried councils in tho camp of the enemy 
which resulted in the escape of Floyd and Pillow, and tlie 
unconditional surrender the next morning by Enckner of the 
stronghold with its army of fifteen thousand — or what i-e- 
mained of its army of twenty-five thousand who did not run 
away — and its immense amount of military stores. 

Ab our business, hae been to give an account mainly of 
those operations in which Foote and tho naval forces under 
his command were engaged, we have not entered into a de- 
tailed history of the assault and taking of Fort Donelson. It 
is, however, but just and right to give the ilag-officer'a own 
report of his share in that siege : 

* Lossmg's " Civil War in America," vol. ii., p. 317. 
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" FiAG-sHir ' St. Loots,' Kbab Fort Dobblson, i 
Ctimbbhland ErvBB, FArva/ry 15, 1862. \ 
" Sm, — I iaye tiie honor to report to the Department tliat, at the 
urgent request of General Ilalleck and General Grant, who regarded the 
movement as a military necessity, although not, in tny opinion, properly 
prepared, I made an attack on Fort Donelaon yesterday, the 14th instant, 
at three o'cloci: PJH,, with four iron-clad aad two wooden gun-boats — 
the 8t. Louis, Garondekt, LovimUe, and PiUakiTg, and the Tayl(»- and Con- 
estoga. After a severe fight of an hour and a half, heing in the latter 
part of the action less than four hundred yards from the fort, the wheel 
of this vessel, by a shot through her pilot-house, was carried away; the 
tiller-ropes of tte LmmeUk were also disabled by a shot, which rendered 
"the two boats wholly unmajiageable, and they drifted down the river, 
the relieving tackles not being able to steer or control them in the rapid 
cMTent. The two remaining boats, the PUt^rg and Ganmddet. were 
also greatly damaged between wind and water, and soon followed iia, as 
the enemy rapidly renewed the Are as we drifted helplessly down the 
river. This vessel, the 3t. Louis, alone received fifty-nine shots, four of 
them between wind and water; ope in the pilot-house, mortally wound- 
ing the pilot ; and others, requiring some time to put hei' in repair. 
There were fifty-four killed and wounded in the attack, which, notwith- 
standing our disadvantages, we have evei7 reason to suppose wonld, in 
fifteen minutes more, could the action have been continued, have result- 
ed in the capture of the two forts bearing upon us. The enemy's fire 
had materially slackened, and he was running fi-om his batteries, when 
the two gun-boats helplessly drifted down the river from disabled steer- 
ing apparatus, as the I'elieving tackles could not control the helm in 
the strong current ; and the fleeing enemy, returning to their guns, 
again boldly opened fire upon us from the river batteries, which we liaiJ 



" The enemy must have brought over twenty gTins to bear upon our 
boats from the water-batteries and the main fort on the side of the hill, 
while we could only return the fire with twelve bow guns fi'om the four 
boats. One lifle-gun aboard the Gm-onMet burst during the action. 

"The ofiicers and men in this hotly contested but unequal flght be- 
haved with the greatest gallantry and determiuation, all deploring the 
accident which rendered two gun-boats suddenly helpless in the narrow 
river and swift cmTcnt 

" On consultation with General Grant and my own officers, as my serv- 
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ices, unlal we can repair damages ijy briDging up a competent force feom 
Cairo to attack the fort, are much less required here than they ore at 
Cmto, I shall proceed to that point with two of the disabled boats, leav- 
ing the two othera here to protect the transports, and with all dispatch 
prepare the mortar-boats and the BetiUm, with other boats, to make an 
effectual attack upoa Fort Donclson. 

"I have sent the Taylor to the Tennessee River to render impassable 
the bridge, so as to prevent tho rebels at Columbas reinforcing their 
army at Fort Donelson. I am informed that the rebel batteries were 
served with the best gunners from Columbus. I transmit herewith a list 
of casualties. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"A. II. Foote, 
" Flag-OiHcer, commanding U. S. N. Forces, Western Waters. 
" The Hon. G-ideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C." 

A second dispatch announces tlie capture of the fort by 

General Grant : 

" Oaiko, Feb-iumj 17, 1863. 
" To THE Hon. Gideok Welles : 

" The Carondelet has just arrived from Bonelson, and brings informa- 
tion of the capture of the fort by the land forces yesterday morning, with 
fifteen thousand prisoners, including Buckner and Johnson. Loss heavy 
on both sides. Floyd escaped with five thousand men daring the night. 
I go up ite soon as possible with the gan-boats. Will proceed to Clarks- 
ville. Eight mortar-boats are on the way, with which I hope to attack 
Clartsviile. My wound is painful, but not dangerous. 

"The army behaved gloriously. I shall be able to take but two iron- 
clad gun-boats with me, as the others are disabled. Tho trophies are 
immense. Tho particular will soon be given. 

" A. H. FooTB, riag-Officcr." 

The commodore's wound was not considered severe at the 
time, although it was painful, and he made light of it, not Buf- 
fering it to interfere with his active duties. But as it was the 
immediate cause of his being compelled some months later to 
throw up his command at the West, and as it is probable, com- 
bined with the great burdens laid on him, that it was a remote 
eaiise of aggravating his last fatal disease, therefore, by reason 
of this and other valuable lives that were foi-feited, a mourn- 
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ful interest is attached to tlie aiege of Fort Donelaon, tlie then 
greatest victory of the war. Commodore Foote was, in fact, 
twice wounded, both times apparently slightly — though it 
proved not to be so in the end— in this battle. He had step- 
ped into the pilothouse to see that the boat was kept in posi- 
tion. A solid shot, hurled at a distance of less than four hun- 
dred yai-ds, struck the pilot-house at an angle of forty-five 
degrees— which gives some idea of the fort's elevation and 
the immense disadvantage at which the gim-boats fought— 
penetrated the wood, thirteen inches in thickness, and tlie iron, 
an inch and a quarter thick, and filled the pilot-house with 
broken fragments of iron and missiles of destruction. The 
pilot was instantly killed, and the commodore was struck by 
a fragment on the foot. At that moment a second shot, fired 
by the wooden gun-boat Taylor, that lay behind, came across 
the tiller-ropes, disabling the "relieving tackle" at the helm; 
and it was this shot that rendered the boat unmanageable. One 
account says that the commodore was taken np sensel^s, his 
leg bruised almcet to a jelly from his ankle to his hip; but as 
the versions of this whole affair vary considerably in their de- 
tails, we give his own brief letter to his wife in which he 
speaks of the circumstance : 

" Caiuo, Tklegbaph Offtcb, i^niary 16, 1862. 
" Mt DBAB Wife,— I telegraphed jou from Paducah last night that 
Port Donelson was not taken, but that I was slightly wounded, once at 
a gnu and once in the pilot-house. It was bj a piece of spent shot once, 
and a splinter once, but only slightly, on my letl arm and left foot, which 
puts me on crutches for a few days ; but I will be running about in 
less time than a week. I will not go ao near again, although at Fort 
Henry I produced an effect by it. We ought to have been victorious at 
Donelson, as we fought harder than at Hcni^. I went into it against my 
judgment by order of Hallecfc. We had fifty-four killed and wounded, 
aud fifty-nine shots in one vessel— a thing never before heard of in a 
naval fight I have sent up four mortars, and hope to go again myself 
to-night ; but we will lay off at a long distance. I shall not go near until 
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the Benton ia ready, and they can't hurt lier ; so doa't feel uneasy about 
me. I consider my pei'aonal danger almost oveiv Upon my word, you 
are cool in response to Fort Heury ; but, never mind, 'you are aliumbiig.' 

" I don't fee! depressed much about Fort Donelson, only in its effect 
upon our cause ; tor I fought desperately, but against my judgment, and 
I am above all blame. I have an avalaiiche of complimentnij lettei's from 
all quarters, from strangers as well as friends; but I suppose that the 
Donelson affair will check them— but we deserve even more credit for 
that than for Fort Henry. But God's will be done in all cases. 

" I am now at the telegraph otHce by request of General McCiellan, to 
talk with him by cipher. I send yon his first telegram, which you may 
read if you can. I had a severe heatlache in the last action, but fought it 
coolly and determinedly, without a moment's flinching ; and officers and 
men have unbounded confidence in me, and I teU them, ' Not unto us,' etc. 

"I will, if I can, add a few words, and do you remain quiet and easy 
till you hear fmther fi'om me. To Emily kisses, and love to ' folks ' and 
friends who inquire after me. 

" Just as I wrote ' mc ' I received the inclosed telegram from McCiel- 
lan. We ai* now talking. I may go back to-night or to-moiTOw morn- 
ing if I can be spai'ed. I have been too much absorbed iu war mattera 
for Sunday— still hope in God in ail things. 

" Ever aftcctionately yours, A. H. F.'' 

One of the telegrams referred to in the above ia the fol- 
lowing : 

" WASHmOTON, FdnmaTy 16, 1863. 
" To FlA(j-Oppicer a. H. Pootb ; 

" Sorry you are wounded. How seriously ! Tour conduct was mag- 
nificent. With what force do you return? I send six liuudred sailors 
lor j(iu to-morrow. Give me details. 

" G. B. McClellan, Com.-in-Cln'ef U. S. A." 

These two additional letters of Commodore Foote to his 
wife at this time, wntten as they were with unconstrained 
freedom, let us into liia inmost feelino's : 

" FLAfi-STEAMEB ' CONESTOGA,' NHAK pADUCAH. ) 

-F.s5nfaryl7, 1863. ( 

"My DEAR WiPB,-The steaaner trembles as we are pressing her hwd 
up to fonrteon knots for Fort Donelson. 1 take Plielps, a glorious offf- 
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eer, as flag-captain of the Benton, and will then liavo an easy time inyself. 
He is bold and cautious.* 

" You need have no fears about ua now, as we will keep off a good dis- 
tance ftom the fort at Clarksviile, and let the mortar-boats do most of 
the work. I hope to find two of your letters, which are adrift somewhere, 
as they were sent to me at Fort Donelson. I ha¥e but little idea that 
the rebels will make a stand at Columbus ; they will abandon it now 
that the Tennessee and Cumberland ai-e about being cleanly swept out. 

"I hope in a week or two to throw away my crutches and be well 
again. My two little wounds at the guu and the pilot-house would give 
me no ti'onhle if one of them had not been on the foot. I can not write, 
we are so much shaken up, 

"I have hosts ofpapere sent me, as well as letters; but I will be a nine- 
days' lion only, as this war brings out men too fast for any one to attract 
attention long. 

"I shall have a good sleep to-night with n. wet cloth on my left foot, 
and I hope to be rid of its bother soon. 

"May God watch over and preserve jou all is the prayer of 

"Ever your affectionate husband, A. H. Foote." 

"U, 8. Flag-Steamek ' Conbstoga,' Fort Dobelson, 1 

OUMBEELAND ElVEB, Fei. 18, 1863. ) 

" Mv DKAR Wife,— Tours of the 7th reached me to-day. I telegi-aphed 
at the close of the fight at Fort Donelson, where we so demoralized the 
rebels tliat the fort fell a prey to the army the next day, as they are 
afraid to see the black boats coming into their teeth and belching forth 
shot and shells. A rebel colonel told one of onr officers to-day that the 
army never could have taken the fort had it not been for the gan-hoats. 
We came within an ace of getHng it, as two hundred yards farther would 
have placed us so that their guns could not bear upon us, and then we 
would have mowed them down ; but I am satisfied and rather glad that 
the army did take the fort, as they have fought bke tigers and lost al- 
most two thousand men. It was a horrid fight ; and Aunty would think 
BO if she saw the mutilated dead. It is an exceedingly strong fort, and 
the rebels had no idea it could be taken. One of the gun-boats has 
buraed John Bell's iron rolling-mill, with property worth two hundred 
thousand dollars, and took his paitner piisoner. I go up with this vessel 
and an iron-clad to-moiTow on a reconnoissance as far as Clarkaville. 

* A man evidently after his own licurt. 
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Had I had time to do this before I made the attack on Fort Donelson, I 
should have taken it. On Fildaj -we hope to try our hand on Olarks- 
ville with four boats and eight mortars. They can not stand it long. I 
consider that our danger is past, and jou need not in the futui'e be at all 
uneasy. Generals Grant and Smith have been to see me to-day. We are 
all fi'iendly as brothers ; and I haye strong faith and hope, imder God, 
that we now shall have victory npon victory, 

"I will not describe the sceae bere — the taking off of twelve thousand 
prisoners — the dead aud wounded on the shore — the bands playing all 
tJie while — the good spiiits and life of our people — the number of steam- 
boats — the battered forts and riddled houses in Dover, et«., etc I have 
for you a pair of double heavy rebel blankets. I have also for the boys 
a double-barreled gun. I am tired ; still on crutches, but am getting bet^ 
ter. Kissea and love to the children. Affectionately, A, H, P." 

There can be no doubt, judging from these letters and other 
evidences, that Foote trnly thought he had with his gnn-boafs 
nearly accomplished tlie subdual of the fort, even as he had 
done in the ease of Fort Ilenry. He said more than once that 
within ten or fifteen minutes he would have done it. He prob- 
ably may have erred in this, since the two cases were not en- 
tirely parallel, owing to tho greatly aupeiior strength of Fort 
Donelson, and the much larger army force within its walls. 
But we have his own opinion in the case distinctly averred, 
and he was certainly no incompetent judge. He went into 
the fight, as he says, " against his own judgment." He did not 
consider his boats ready for the conflict, and the event showed 
he M'as right ; and, moreover, he had not time to get up his 
raortar-fleet, which he had confidently depended upon in tliis 
second more important and difficult service. On the 11th of 
February he wrate to Secretary "Welles : 

"I leave agsuit to-night witb the LouismUe, IHU^ur;/, and St. Louis, to 
co-operate with the army in the attack on Fort Donelson. I go relucts 
antly, as we are very short of men ; and transferring men from vessel to 
vessel, as we have to do, is having a very demoralizing effect upon them. 
Twenty-eight men ran off to-day, hearing that they were to be sent oat 
of their vessels. I do hope that the sa hundred men will be sent imme- 
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diately. I shall do all in my power to render the gun-boats effective in 
the flght, altiiough they are not properly manned; but I most go, as Gen- 
eral Halleck wishes it. If we could wait ten days, and I had tlie men, I 
would go with eight mortar-boats and six armored boats." 

If, instead of this thoroughly equipped fleet, with mortar- 
boats to support at a distance and to shell the upper works, 
and gun-boats for the lower batteries, we remember that he 
had but four armored boats, and these not well-fitted and 
manned, we can not cease to wonder at the audacity of the at- 
tack. It was truly a sacrifice to a dire war necessity ; and the 
valor and skill with which the flght was made were the only 
reiaons why they were not wholly deati'oycd. 

The orders of General Halleek, wliieh precipitated the gun- 
boat attack, were the two following telegrams : 

" Feh-vary 11, 1863. 

"Flag-Oppiceb Foote,— You have gained great distinction by the 
capture of Fort Henry. Every body recognizes your services. Make 
your name famous in history by the immediate capture of Fort Donelson 
and Clarksville. The taldng of these places is a military necessity. Delay 
adds strength to them more than to us. Act quickly, even though only 
half ready. Troops will soon be ready to support you, 

" (Sig-ncd) H. W, Halleck, Major-General." 

" F^mry 13, 1863, 
" FLAe-OFFTCEB Foots, — Push forward the Cumberland expedition 
with all possible dispatch. In addition to the land forces at Padueah 
and on their way from Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, I shall send 
one regiment from here on Thursday, one on Friday, and one on Satur- 
day. Push ahead boldly and quickly, I will give you plenty of support 
in a few days' time, Now every thing for use. Don't delay an instant, 
" (Signed) H, W. Hali^ck, Major-Oeueral." 

Hut otiier services remained to be done. With a spirit of 
cheerful alaci-ity, in spite of disappointments and sufferings, 
Poote girded himself anew to the work, and we hoar of him 
shortly after farther np the Cumberland, busily issuing proc- 
lamations, and zealous to push on to Nashville and the heai't 
of the Southern Confederacy, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

OAPTUItB OP CLAEKSVILLE.' — ^FOOTb's PEOCLAMATIOII. — NOT PEK- 

MirrKD TO TASE NASHVILLE.— AEMED KECONNOISSANOE 

DOWN THE MISBiaSIPIT.— FLAG OF TBUCR.' — - 

EVACUATION OE COLUMBUS. 

The ablest of tlie rebel generals who commanded at the 
Southwest, Albert Sidney Johnston, declared tliat he "fonght 
for Nashville at Fort Donelsou." Commodore Foote was also 
among the firet to perceive the truth of tliis ; and he m^ed 
Halleek and Grant, at the moment when the panio occis ned 
by the fall of tlie forts was at its height, to send a detacl ment 
of troops to Nashville, or to let him go at once with ! 9 j, n 
boats. For some reason this i-eijnest was not co j 1 e 1 v tl 
by Halleek, and Foote was not suffered to proceed faithei 
than Clai'ksville, a fortified post some sixty miles north of 
Nashville. The river was open above this point, and his fleet, 
carrying with it so formidable a prestige, might easily have 
taken possession of the important city of Nashville, with its 
immense amount of military stores, which was not actually 
taken possession of until the 25th or 37th of February, when 
it was entered without opposition by an ai-my force tinder 
General Buell, aecompatiied by two gun-boats. 

After burning the " Teunessee Iron Works," six miles from 
Dover, on the 19th of Februaiy the commodore, with two 
gun-boats, ascended the Cumberland to Olarksville, to attack 
the rebel fort at tliat place, situated at the mouth of a small 
stream called Red River; but the report of the commander 
will best toll the storv : 
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" U. S. Flag-Stbambe ' OoBEaTOGA,' CLAEKavruLE, ) 
TEHNBasEE, FSn'utJiry 30, 1862. f 

" We have possession of Clarksville. The citizens beiag alarmed, two 
thirds of them have fled ; and having expressed my views and intentions 
to the mayor and the Hon. Cave Johnson, at their request I have issued a 
proclamation, asuring all peaceably disposed persons that they may with 
safety resume their busmess avocations, requiiing only the military stores 
and equipments to be given up, and holding the authorities responsible 
that this shall be done without reservation. 

" I left Fort Donelson yesterday, with the GmMoga, Lieutenant-Oom- 
manding Phelps, and the Cairo, Lieutenant- Commanding Bi-yant, on an 
armed reconnoissance, bringing with me Colonel Webster, of the engineer 
corps, and chief of General Grant's stafl; who, with Lieutenant-Command- 
ing Phelps, took possession of the piincipal fort, and hoisted the Union 
fl^. A Union sentiment manifested itself as we came iip the river. The 
rebels have retreated to Nashville, having set Are, against the remon- 
strances of the citizens, to the splendid railroad bridge across Hie Cum- 
berland River. 

" I return to Fort Donelson to-day for another gun-boat and sis or 
eight mortar-boats, with which I propose to proceed up the Cumberland. 
The rebels all have a terror of the gun-boats. One of them, a short dis- 
tance above Fort Donelson, had previously flred an iron rolling-mill be- 
longmg to the Hon. John Bell, which had been used by the rebels. 
"A. H. FooTB, 
" Flag-OiEcer, commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters. 

"The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretaiy of the Navy." 

Tlic proclamation to the citizens of Clarksville was as fol- 
lows : 

" To the InhabitanU of ClavhwUle, Tennessee. 

"At the suggestion of the Hon. Cave Johnson, Judge Wisdom, and the 
mayor of the city, who called upon me yestei-day, after our hoisting ot 
the Union flag and taking possession of the forts, to ascertain my views 
and intentions towai'd the citizens and private property, I hereby an 
uounce to all peaceably disposed persons that neither in their persons 
nor in their property shall they suffer molestation by me or the naval 
force under my command, and that they may in safety resume their busi 
ness avocations, with the assurance of my protection. 

"At the same time, I require that all military stores and iim-\ < juip 
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ments ahaJl be sim-endered, no part of them being withheld or destroyed ; 
and further, that no Secession flag, or manifestation of Secession feeling, 
ahall be exhibited ; and for the faithful observance of these conditions I 
shall hold the anthorifieB of the city responsible. 

" Andkew H. Foote, 
" F!ag-Offlcer, commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters. 
" U. S. Flao-Shii- ' COKBSToeA,' FSymary 30, 1862." 



This docnment is, we think, a model of its kind, exhibiting 
kindness and fii'iniiess, brief, modest, positive, and reminding 
us of the sharp-eut though courteons letters written by our 
hero in his diplomatic correspondence on the Afiican coaet. 
He refers with considerable self-satisfaction to his Olarksville 
visit in a letter of the same date to hia wife : 

"I have just returned from Olarksville— a beautiful city— where I is- 
sued the inclosed proclamation. Old Gave Johnson, who knew my fa- 
ther so well, came to me. The ClarksviUe affiur will do me credit. Give 
one of the proclamations to Dr. Bacon. I am off to Cairo to-night to 
procure more gun-boats for Nashville. They are held in terror, and we 
will easily take it." 

He assni-edly had reason to feel chagrined at not being per- 
mitted to carry into execution his feasible plan in regard to 
East Tennessee and Nash\ille. He was, in fact, deeply in- 
jui-ed in his feelings at what seemed to be a robbery of that 
opportunity for fair fame that justly belonged to him ; and, 
more than all, for the injuiy done to the cause. General Hal- 
leck's peremptory telegram was as follows : 
" To Gbkekal Grant : 

" Don't let the gun-boats go higher than ClarksviUe ; even then they 
imist limit their operations to the destruction of the bridge, and i-etum 
immediately to Cairo, leaving one at Fort Donelson. Mortar-boats to be 
sent back to Cairo as soon as possible. 

"H. W. IlALLBCK, Major-General. 

" OlHcial.— S. A. Hurlbut, Brigadier-General U. 8. A." 

The exact truth of the matter is, when Commudore Foote 
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returned ft-om ClarfesviUe to Fort Donelson (after taking pos- 
sesion of the former place on tlie 20tli of Tebniarj), an ar- 
rangement was made between him and General Grant for a 
joint movement upon Nashville, and all the troopa that conld 
be transported were to have been embarked and ready to leave 
at 4 A.M. on the 21st, under convoy of the gun-boats. This 
would have placed them in Nashville by or before noon of the 
21st of February— four days before tlie Cairo reached Nash- 
ville with Nelson's command. At midnight on the 20th the 
commodore and General Grant were together — part of the 
troops had already embarked — wlien the general received a 
telegram from Halleek positively ordering him not to push his 
forces beyond Clarksville, nor to permit the gun-boats to go 
higher up the river than that place. On receiving the tele- 
gram, the general handed it to the commodore without re- 
mark ; the latter read it, and said, " I suppose this ends our 
movement." General Grant himself was severely annoyed 
that the full fmit of his victory at Donelson should not have 
been gathered. Had it not been for the great number of pris- 
oners to be sent away to places whore they could be cared for, 
and for his limited means of transportation, he would have gone 
on to Nashville in twenty-fonr liours after the capitulation of 
Fort Donelson ; and tlie delay to follow up the victoiy was of 
immense value to tlio rebels. "We might say that if it had not 
been for this unexpected and unfortunate check. Grant's future 
operations would have been by the way of Nashville, and a 
wholly different and undoubtedly more advantageous turn 
would have been given to the war in the Southwest 

At Nashville itself it was confidently expected that Foote 
would ho up immediately with his whole flotilla, and there 
was great excitement there, and a rapid clearing out of obnox- 
ioiK Secession leaders. Floyd, on hearing that Foote's gun- 
boats were coming, gave orders on Monday (it was supposed 
by tlie Confederates that the Nationals would push on toward 
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East TenneBsee, and it was for tlie purpose of opposing such a 
movement that Johnston took position at Mui-freesboro) for 
the Confederate stores to be thrown open to the public ; two 
steam-packets, which were being changed into gun-boats, to be 
bui-ned; and the two bridges at Nashville to be destroyed. 
Against the last act the citizens most vehemently protested, 
and it was postponed until Tuesday night, when they were 
botli burned by Floyd's order; and he and Pillow literally 
scampered ^way southward by the light of the conflagration. 
During the remainder of the week Nashville was the theatre 
of the wildest anarchy, and neither public nor private property 
was safe for an hour. Happily for tlie well-disposed inhabit- 
ants, Colonel Keanor, of the Fourth Oliio Cavalry, of Mitchell's 
division, entered the city on Sunday evening, the 23d, and en- 
deavored to restore order. He was immediately followed by 
the i-emainder of his commander's force, who encamped at 
Edgefield, opposite Nashville, and thei-e awaited the arrival of 
General Buell. That officer came on the 25th, and on the 
same morning the Cairo arrived from Clarksville, as a convoy 
to ti-ansports bearing a considerable body of troops- under 
General Nelson. These had not been opposed in tlieir passage 
up the river, for the only battery on its banks between the two 
cities was Fort ZoUieofEer, on a bluff, four or five miles below 
Nasliville, which was unfinished, and was then abandoned. 
Pursuant to prei'ions arrangement, the mayor of Nashville (K. 
E. Cheatham), and a small delegation of citizens, crossed over 
to Bnell's quai-tera at Edgefield, and there made a formal sur- 
render of the city. General Buell at once issued an order 
congratulating the troops " that it had been their privilege to 
restore the national banner to the capitol of Tennessee." On 
the following day. General Grant and staff arrived, and lie and 
General Bnell held a consnltation about fntnre movements.* 

* LoBsing's " Cml "War in America," vol. ii,, p. 333. 
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On reading the above, a sensible pereon would be stmck by 
the fact that there was a totally uncalled for delay in captur- 
ing the city, and that if Foote, as he desired, had gone up at 
once, mueli property would have been saved, much disorder 
prevented, and extensive mo^'ements of National troops ren- 
dered unnecessary. This certainly is the appeamnee on the 
face of things, whatever occult reasons there might have ex- 
isted for a contrary course. These reasons have ne\'er trans- 
pired. 

, The final settling up of tlie Cumberland and Tennessee 
war matteiB, as far as Foote and his fleet were conceraed, 
seems to be contained in this general telegraphic order fi'om 
Halleck : 

" St. Louts, Fehiiary 35, 18G3. 
"To CoMMoi>oBK Foote, Cairo: 

" The possession of Nashyille by Genei-al Bueil rendei-s it necessary to 
countermand the instmctions sent to Foote and Sherman yesterday 
morning, dated 33d. Grant will send no more forces to OlarkSTille ; 
General Smith's division will come to Foft Henry, or to a point higher 
up on the Tennessee Eiver; transports will be collected at Paducoh and 
above ; all the mortar-boats to be immediately brought back to Caii-o ; 
two gmi-boats to be left at Clarkaville, to precede Nelson's division up 
the river to Nashville— having done this, they will return to Cairo ; two 
gun-boats to be lett in the Tennessee River with Genei-al Grant ; the lat- 
ter will immediately have small garrisons detailed for forte Donelson 
and Henry, and all other forces made ready for the field. 

"H. W. Hauleck, Major-General," 

It may be that the following letter, being that of a wai-m 
pei'sonai fi-iend, and for tliat reason, perhaps, somewhat preju- 
diced, should remain unpublished ; but, after due considera- 
tion, we have concluded to make it public, although in this 
biography we have no desire to rake np old jealousies and dis- 
putes, which, in the peculiar relations of the Army and Navy 
at the West, where both were striving to do the most gallant 
deeds, were unavoidable, and whicli, among brave men, are 



Hosted byGoogle 



Correspondence. 239 



now cither laid to rest in their silent gj-aves, or are bui'ied in 
noble and patriotic hearts : 

" Haw Depaetment, Mnrdi 1, 1803. 
" Flag-Ofpicee a. H. Foote: 

" My dbab Sie, — As we are just receiving your letters of the 31st of 
December, 186J, I fiincy you never get any of Diy notes. I observed tliat 
you were taken down from ClarksyiUe when bound to Nashville, and I 
imagined the reason at once. I also noticed your proposition about 
fiiflt going to Fort Henry. I will tafee care that these mattei-a shall be 
placed publicly to your credit. Cai'ter has raised you one hundred men 
at Erie, and iiity seamen go from New York. We do this for five shija 
waihng foi cicws, and for the Narraganaett, not yet relieved, thongh their 
time la up Please keep us posted with official documents and copies 
ot telegiams is m the Henrj and Donelson affairs, so that I can have 
copies m the hinds of naval friends. Your reputation is that of the 
Navy and the cause and well yon have sustained it under difficulties 
that pi ced the entire ciedit on your head. I wish some trophy of your 
nohle fight at Fort Heun With the wannest wishes for your health 
and safety Success yon will win. Toura most traly, G. V. Pox." 

Commodore Sniitli, still more plain-spoken, writes : 

"M<M-c7i, 1, 1893. 

" My DBAS FooTE, — I have yours of the a4th ult., with its incloaures. 
Mrs. "Jesse" Benton will be elated, I think, at your notice of her by 
naming the Bentmfs tender for her 

"I had hoped the eicitement would keep away the headache from 
you; but active brains like yours must have a safety-valve. You are cut 
out of a dash upon Nashville, but enough is left for you to do yet. I 
infer you were on better terms with Fremont than with Halleck; but 
you quarrel with nobody unless the party play foul, and then the 
'black-stain' perseverance will be brought to bear on your opponents. 
Gregory says you 'pray like a saint and flght like a devil.' It seems to 
me the Army, or some portion's ot it, ire jealous of you. Wliy should 
they send snch riff-raff to you, that are only in your way. I would 
not take them, or, if I did, I would place them where David put Uriah. 
I have no doubt the gun-boats hurt Fort Donelson and created a panic ; 
pity you could not have had your mortar and other boats there, Wliat 
wo have apprehended as a defect in iron-clad boats has been demon- 
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etrated by joii— that ia, the exposure of the rudder and steering gear. 
What guna have you condemned % The rified cannoa are becoming of 
doubtful endurance. The SO-pound rifles have been ignored, and 100- 
poundera substituted where they can be used. Breese is by me, and de- 
sires regMda. Mrs. Foote is sharing your glory by receiving the applause 
of .youi townsmen and a flag.* Congress is teai'ing the Navy to pieces 
by a multiplicity of bills. Three more bureaus are proposed, and the pay 
of all to be cut down alike. I have worked to the fiill stretch of my 
brmns, and I get no credit for it I like the idea of promotion for gal- 
lant acts, but I do not think the former war-services of officers should be 
overlooked. 

" Ow Ai-my of the Potomac ia stimng, but I know not the pro- 
gramme. I think we are doing up Seeesh, and I hope the rebels wiil be 
tired of such an unprofitable and wicked war without justification. 

" Yours very truly, Joseph Smith." 

On the 21st of February, 1862, tlie Kentucky House of 
Eepresentatives passed the following resolutions : 

"The nation has been compelled, by every patiiotic motiv to cill 
upon liei tiue sons to inest rebellion aud pieser^e the go-vemment 
Mihtary men must put down lebelhou'i pobticiaas, who lia^i creitcd 
the existing e^ils which thieaten our deati-uction. Reason and entieih 
hiving foiled the swoid is now to settle oui deatmy While ne feci 
sentiments of the highest admiration foi all the braie ofiiceis and aol 
diei-a engagpd m tlie cauw of the Union, where* ei then field of .ipera 
tions may be, we entertain a peculiar gratitude fo those who are driring 
our invaders from the soil of Kentucky; therefore, 

Bmhed, by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
that Genera! Albin Schceff, General WilMam Nelson, General Geoi'ge H. 
Thomas, Colonel J. A. Garfield, General U. S. Grant, and Commodore 

* This ha^ reference to a pleasant and enthusiastic gathering of the 
students of Yale College (February 33d) in front of Mrs. Foote's resi- 
dence, and the presentation to her of a National flag, which was raised 
soon after on the commodore's house. The Hon. Pelatiah Penit respond- 
ed to the address of the students. At tiie same time a letter was ad- 
dressed to the commodore, signed by many eminent citizens of New Ha- 
ven, such as the venerable Jeremiah Day, Professor Benjamin Silliman, 
Preadent Theodore D.Woolaey, and others, warmly congratulating him, 
. uj.gj^g IjJj^ pjj ^ greater victoria 
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A. H. Foote, together with the brave ofBcera antl mea in tlieir respective 
comniaiids, deserve the thanlis of Kentucky, and the same are hereby 
most cordially tendered to every man of them for their brilliant victories 
achieved at Wild Oat, Ivy Mountain, Logan's Fields, Mill Spring, Pres- 
tonbui^. Fort Henry, and Fort Donelson. While we thus offer our heart- 
felt tribute to the officers and soldiers who have espoaed tteir lives on 
the field of battle, we caa not withhold the expression of our most gi'ate- 
ful thanks to Generals Hfdleck and Bucll, the commanders-in-chief of 
their respective departmeats, for their admirable arrangements, wliich 
have resulted in these glorious and effective victories. 

"Bemhed, That a copy of these resolutions be forwai'ded by the clerk 
to each of the officers herein named, with a request that they have the 
same read to their respective commands. 

"Whidi were adopted. Attest: W. L. Sajiubls, 

" Clerk of House of Representatives." 

The Western fleet was now, as & body, qnickly recalled from 
its operations on tlie Ciimborland and Tenne^ee rivers, and 
was assembled at Cairo for further services in another quar- 
ter. Foote's dispatch of February 21st to Lis navy command- 
ers urged them to activity, and closed with these words : 

"The gun-boata and mortar-boats must leave immediately for Cairo, 
to be prepared instantly for sei'vicc. Hasten ! hasten ! ' liear a hand ' to 
follow me." 

The National successes in Tennessee had served to isolate 
the enemy's stronghold at Columbus, called " tlie Gibraltar of 
the West," and in one sense rightly called, for before it was 
rendered strategically untenable, it was judged impregnable 
to direct assault. It was situated upon high bluffs, with ev- 
ery advantage that skillful engineering and heavy munitions 
could add, and had an army of twenty thousand troops in its 
walls. Of course it was not known but that this formidable 
fortification would stand siege. Early on the morning of the 
23d of February, Commodore Foote, with four iron-elads, two 
mortar-boats, and five transports partially filled with troops, 
left Cairo and steamed down the Mississippi on an armed 
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reconiioissance cf f iiinbiia. As they drew in sight of the 
batteries, a steamet- bearing a flag of trace from General Polk 
came out to meet them. The account ia given ia the follow- 
ing report of the commodore : 

" U, S. Flag-Steamer ' Cincinnati,' Mississippi Riybr, ) 
Nbab OOLUMBca, Ky,, Fdiruairy 33, 1863. ( 

" Silt, — I have the honor to repoit that, m company with General Cul- 
lum, chief of General Halleck's staff, with four h-on-clail boats, two mor- 
tar-toats, and three transports, containing one thousand men, X made 
this day a reeonnoiBaance in force toward Columbus to ascei-tain its con- 
dition ; and when near the batteries a flag of tnice came out to commu- 
nicate with us, the result of which will be seen in the inclosed papers. 
The object of the reconnoissauce being attained, and finding that fire 
from the mortars would lead the enemy to plant guns where they could 
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reach them with tlieir batteries should we agam open upon them with 
a larger number of mortars, I concluded to return to Cairo ; and there 
we must remain until the gun and mortar boats are completed, as other- 
wise the flotilla will be demoralized for want of time and means to prop- 
erly prepare for active service. The army will not move without gun- 
boats, yet the gun-tioats are not in a condition to act offensively at pres- 
ent. On this subject I will soon write more fully, A telegram will be 
sent to the Department on my arrival at Caii'o, refemng to the events of 
to-day. I am your obedient servant, A. H. Foote, Flag-Officer. 
" Tte Hon, Gideon "Welles, Secretary of the Navy. 

"P. S. — Columbus evinces no signs of an evacuation or dismounting 
of guns. The batteries seem to be intact, aud we saw great numbers of 
tents and troops." 

Before noticing a correspondence with Genei'al Polk on the 
subject of a " flag of trnce," which forms a curious episode of 
itself, we introduce a part of the letter of a newspaper corre- 
spondent, dated February 24th, which gives a lively, chatty 
description of this sail down the Mississippi and its sudden 
termination : 

"A little after daylight the gallant Comniodoro Footc hobbled pain- 
fully aboard the GindnTtati, and almost immediately after the wliole fleet 
was steaming down the river. From the moment of starting, the regular 
line of battle was obaeiTed, the fom iifln-ckd boats leading, abreast, the 
(Mndnnati a mile to the rear, aud close behind this the transports and 
mortars. The five transports seemed more for show than use. However, 
it was the Babbatb, and beneath the warm beams of the first sun we had 
seen for weelis, we pushed menily ahead, absorbed in our devotions and 
the weather, and not caring to be captious, or to ask too many questions. 

"A little before noon we steamed into Lucas's Bend, and saw, two 
miles below, across a promontoiy that ran out from the right bank, the 
tent-crowned bluffs of Columbus. A shot frem a heavy gim came boom- 
ing over the water, conveying to us an invitation seemingly to fight. An- 
other followed, and then another— the latter a cogent invitation of some 
one hundred and twenty-eight pounds in weight, that plunged into the 
river a short distance to the left of us, and sent the water splashing sky- 
ward like a water-spout. A heavy gong sounding in the boats sent the 
men to quarters; guns were run in, every thing aud every body was in 
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place, the mortar-lioata were hugging the shore to ffaiii uninteirupte lly a 
position a little lower; and ii-om all appearance I expected m inothei 
instant to witness a i-epetition of the Port Henry and DonelBOn tragedies 
However, just as the guns seemed on the eve ot bplching then s ilphu 
reou! thnndew against Oolumhua, a rebel transport ■rteomer loun le I the 
point of the promontorj with a flag flying fiom her jackstiffi 11 e 
rounded the poijit close under the guns of the iion boats -m 1 com 
menced whisUing, as if asking permission to hold a conterencc A whis 
tie from the flag-boat gave the peiTai^on; a tug ran down to her, lay 
alougside a short time, ran back, and then the GmdmiM ran down, took 
position between her and the Columbus batteries, and dropped her anchor. 

"A deputation was soon after seen to leave the rebel transpoi't^the 
BxA Riter — and go aboai-d the National gun-boat. For three long hours 
the boats lay there, and many and wild were the conjectures as to what 
was going on. All agi-eed unanimously that a surrender was going on 
— none doubted that he would take dinner or SHpper in Columbus. Fi- 
nally, a stir was obsei-ved in the gun-boat, and the tag put off, cari7ing 
back some ofBcers to the transport 'Now foi Columbtis' said every 
body; and in nnaginition -ne had ih-eady penetrated the secniities of 
that sti-onghold, and were rambling among its water batteries its land 
batteries, rifle pits, hreastwoiks, iedin«, abatii, bastions, redoubts, pali- 
sades, lunettes, and the Lord only knows what ehe, when thice flags 

glided up the ataffon the flag-boat, and Master , of the G<w<mddd, 

with the remark, ' That's to close up, probably,' opened his signal-book, 
and, with a look of incredulity, read, ' Fall in line.' 

" But there seemed to be no mistake. Tlie GiacmiuiU bore sti'aight up 
the liver for Cairo — black, grim, and uncommnnicative ; and shortly after 
we had all taken our places, and were slowly following our leader. 

"Arriving at Cairo, a rush was made for the commodore. No use. 
Never was a dram tighter than the hero of Henry and Douelsou, and 
the sorrowing crowd departed." 

The flag of truce, to all appearance, was simply an expedient 
to obtain knowledge of the strengtla of the National forei^. 
Whether it were so or not, its result was favorable to our cause, 
as it was at once followed by the evacuation of Columbus. 
The reader can form his own judgment of the case from tlie 
facta and the eorrespondenco. General Polk sent by the trans- 
port this letter: 
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" Hbaimjuahtbeb, First Division, Westkhs Depahtmbst, j 
CoLUMBtJS, Kt., fa. 33, 1863. | 

" Presuming you will be willing to I'edprooate the courtesy shown to 
the familiea of officers of the United States Army, after the battle of Bel- 
mont, in allowing them to visit those officers who were prisoners within 
my lines, I take the liberty of sending up, under a Hag of truce, the fam- 
ilies of several of our officere who were captured at Donelson. These 
ai'e the families of General Buckner and Colonels Hawson and Medeira. 
They are accompanied by Colonel Russel and Measiu Vance and Stock- 
dale as escorts ; also by Mr. Mass. 

"Hoping you may find it convenient to send these Jadies forward to 
their husbands, I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient 
seiTant, L. Pout, Major-General, commanding, 

" To Commanding Officer U. S. Forces, Cairo, 111." 

This was answered as follows : 

" Ukited States Plag-Stbameb ' Cihcinnati,' Mississippi ) 
RivEB, KBAB CoLUMBTTB, Ky., ¥S). 33, 1863. \ 

" GBKBEAi, — Your letter of the 22d instant, received to-day by the 
hands of Captain Blake under a &ag of trace, nem-h/ mihinmnge of ^oar 
guns and in tJiepres&iee of our amed forces, at half-past twelve o'clock to- 
day, will be answered to-morrow by a flag of truce at the same point of 
the river at which this was received. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

"AbDKBW II, FOOTB, 

" Flag-Officer, commanding Naval Forces, Western Watera ; 

"Gbobgb W. Cullum, 
" Chief of Staff and Engineers, Department of Missouri. 
" Major-Gencrai L. Polk, commanding at Columbus, Ey." 

On the same day came this second letter fi-om General Polk : 
" HE,viJ-quABT].iiis, First Division, Westkeis Department, i 
Columbus, Kt, JFeb. 33, 1803. j" 

"To A. H. FoOTE, Flag-Officer, commanding Naval Forces, Western Wa- 
ters ; Geo. W. Oulltjm, Brig. -General, Chief of Staff and Engineers : 
" Gentlemen, — I have received your note of this date, acknowledging 
mine of yesteKlay asking permission for the wives of certain Confederate 
States officers to visit their husbands who had been made prisoners of 
war at Fort Donelson. 

E 
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"The application was baaed on the fact that I had on a former ocuar 
sion granted a similar request made of me in behalf of the wives of Col- 
onels Dougherty and McClerkin, captured at Belmont, and the assurance 
of the commanding general at Cairo that he would reciprocate the coui-t- 
esy if events should make it desirable. 

" I note that you say my letter was received under a flag of truce, 
' HMrly mtTm range of your (my) gmm, omS. m the 'presence of mr (your) 
armedfmu^: 

" As to tlie flag appearing in the presence of your armed forces, and 
nearly within range of my guns, it was pui'cly accidental. The ladies, 
whose safe conduct the flag was intended to secure, arriyed at this post 
fi'om Nashville on the evening of the 31st instant. Preparations were 
made to send them up under a flag on the asd, and my letter was writ- 
ten and intrusted to Captain Blake. The departure of the flag was pre- 
vented by the heavy fall of rain. Tliey 1 ft this mntf th boat tak 
ing its departure from a point consid rably be! w my b tt f m 

whence your positiou in the river (five ill 1 ) wa. n t LI It 
appears that several guns were fired from tlftp ttl Iprt 
of the boat ; but as my artillery offlc t, ntlj 1 t in tl 

firing attracted no particular att«ntion 1 th j n f y 1 

foi-ces in the river, it seems, was not kn w to th fti haig f 

the flag until after his boat had passed a nd th p t 

" This statement of iacts, I am informed, has alieady been made to yiiu 
by Captain Blake ; and it is repeated here only because of the remark 
above quoted, which jou have taken pains to underline. 

" Allow me to assure myself that officers of jonr rank and reputation 
could not impute any improper motive in sending a flag of truce, I 
would be unwilling to believe snch a suspicion could be entertained by 
any mind except one conscious of its capacity to venture upon such an 
abuse. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient seivant, 
" L, Polk, 
" Major-General, commanding Oonfedei-ate Forces." 

The next day tliis dignified though sharp response was sent 
by a flag of triiee from tlie National head-quart«rs : 

" Cairo, Illinois, February 34, 18G3. 
" Majob-Gekbeal L. Polk, commanding at Columbus, Ky. : 

"General, — In answer to yoiir request 'to reciprocate the courtesy 
shown to the iiunilies and ofiicera of the U, 8. A., aftei' the battle of Bel- 
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mont, in allowing them to visit those officers who were prisoners,' bj ask- 
ing permission to have passed through our lines ' the families of General 
Buckner and Colonels Hawson and Medeira,' captui'ed at Fort Donelson, 
accompanied by certain gentlemen as escorts, we have to inform jou that 
we will cheerfully comply with yonr request, subject to the approval of 
the President, but limited to the wives and children of those officers, and 
escluding their escorts; but to provide them with a protector, Colonel 
Thom, an aid-de-camp of Migor-General Halleck, and one of the bearers 
of our flag of truce, has offered to take them in charge as far as St. Louis, 
where they will learn the destinations of the captured officers, which are 
unknown to us. 

" The flag of truce will wait, if necessary, long enough to obtain your 
action on this proposition. 

"Before concludmg this note, wc feel constrained to make some re- 
marks upon your abuse yesterday of the saci'ed character of a flag of 

" Upon appTOaching the batteries of Columbns with armed forces, and 
when within supposed range of your ai'tillery, you fired three heavy 
guns ; and, to add to this hostile demonstration, one of jour gun-boats 
rounded Belmont Point apparently to give battle ; but immediately, upon 
discovering our strength and position, retired. Soon aft«r there appeared 
an armed steamer, with Captain Blake bearing your flag of truce, accom- 
panied by many officers and citizens, upon the frivolous pretext above 
stated, evidently with the intention of discovering our force and inten- 
tions. Under these circmnatancea, by the usages of war, the dispatch- 
bearer and those with him were subject to be made prisoners and the 
steamer captured ; and we felt it our duty to inform you that a repetition 
of such an unwan'antable abuse of a flag of truce will not again be toler- 

" Your letter, though dated the 22d, evidently was not dispatched till 
after the firing of your first gun, near eleven o'clock, more than an hour 
before your flag of truce was seen about two miles from your batteries, 
and certainly dispatched after the gun was discharged. 

" Regretting that we have to animadvert on this flagrant departure 
from the established usages of flags of truce, 

" Wc are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

" Andrew H. Foote, Flag-Offieer, etc. ; 
" Gboilge W. Ctjllum, Chief nf Staff", etc." 

Ii] a letter to liis wife, dated tlie 33d, Commodore Foote 
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thus speaks of this "flag of truce" affair, which perhaps has 
ah'eady taken up too much space : 

" We had been t« Colnmljua, aud had got the two mortars in position to 
open upon Belmont, when a fli^ of truce came out with several ladies, as 
jou will see by Genecal Polk's letter, and we hoped it was to surrender; 
but, instead, it was a mere artifice to discover our strength. We shall 
write a letter to the Right Rev, General to-morrow, charging him with 
violating all miUtarj rnles of propriety by his remarkable act. We were 
glad it was done, however, aa we ran witliin sight of his heavy batteries, 
and attained the object of oui- reconnoissance — still, we shall give the 
bishop a rub." 

He"-6ays in this same letter: 

" I am still on crutches, but my foot is rapidly improving. I have no 
objection to tlie wound either in the foot or iu the arm, as they are hon- 
orable wounds ; but the last was a hai-d fight. I stood one side of a gun 
when five out of six men were knocked down, and I only escaped serious 
wounds. I was touching the pilot with my clothes when he was killed," 

The following dispatches tell the stovy of the speedj break- 
ing op of the enemy's Btrong position at Columbus, which, to- 
gether with Nashville and Bowling Green, was really con- 
quered at forts Heiuy aiid Donelson ; 

■'CAiBo.jywrA 1,1863. 

" Sir, — LieutenautrOommanding Phelps, sent with a flag of truce to- 
day to Columbus, has this moment returned, and reports that Columbus is 
being evacuated. He saw the rebels bm-ning their winter-quarters, and 
removing their heavy guns on the blufis ; but the guns in the wat«i--bat- 
. teries remain intact. He also saw a large force of cavalry drawn up os- 
tentatiously on the bluffi, but no infantry were to be seen as heretofore ; 
and the encampment seen in our armed reconnoissance a few days ago 
has been removed. Large fives were visible in the town of Columbus and 
upon the river banks below, indicating the destruction of the town, mili- 
tary stores, and equipments. 

" I shall consult General Cnllum, and we shall probably proceed to Co- 
lumbus vrith the force we have already soon after daylight. General 
Polk infoiTOS \ia that he will send a flag of tmce at meridian to-morrow 
to the point where the flags of truce met to-day, in reference to which 
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we shall be govei'ned according to circumstances. But as General Cul- 
lum has not been ftilly consulted, I can give no particular inforinetion of 
our movements to-morrow. I have the honor to be, etc., 

"A. H, PooTE, Flag-officer. 
" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of tlic Navy." 

" U. 8. Flao-Steameb ' CiNciHHATi,' Coltimbup, ) 
March 4, 1863. | 

"Bm,— I have the honor to forward a copy of the telegram sent to the 
Department to-day announcing the fall of Columbus. 

" The fleet not being in a condition to proceed down to Island No. Ten 
and to Few Madrid, where the rebels are represented aa fortifying, I leave 
for Cairo immediately to make the necessary preparation for going down 
tlie river with a suitjible force of gun-boats and mortar-boats in a proper 
condition for effective service. I am fiilly impressed with the importance 
of proceeding to New Madrid aa soon as possible, where General Pope 
has arrived with ten thousand men ; but such is the condition of my com- 
mand that I shall decline moving, as I infoimed Generals Slierman and 
CuUum, unless I am ordered to do so by the Secretary of the Navy, as I 
must be the judge of the condition of the fleet, and when it is prepared 
for the service required. 

"It is due to Commander Pennock, the fleet captain, and to Mr. San- 
ford, the ordnance officer of the flotilla, to say to the Department that 
these efficient offlcei-s earnestly entreated me to permit them to go oa this 
espedition, as well as up tlie Tennessee and Cumberland rivers ; but their 
services in preparing the gim and mortar boats at Cairo being absolutely 
necessary, I reluctantly denied their application ii'om a sense of duty to 
the government; yet their services should be regarded as equally im- 
portant to the object of the expedition as if they had participated in the 
different actions. A. H. Foote. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles." 

In his report of the evacuation, March 4, he says : 



" My armed reconnoissance, on the 3d instant, caused a hasfy e 
tion, the rebels leaving quite a number of guns and carriages, 8 
tion, and a large quantity of shot and shell, a considerable number of 
anchors, and the remnant of a chain lately stretched across the river, with 
a large number of torpedoes. Moat of the huts, tents, and qiiartei's are 
destroyed. 
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" The works are of yery great strength, consisting ot toimidable tiers 
of batteries on the water side, and on the land side Bimounded by fl ditch 
and abatis. 

" Geaeral Sheraian, with Lientenant-Commanfbng Phelps, not know- 
ing that the works were last evening occupied by four hiindrc 1 of the 
Second Illinois Cavalry, on a scouting party sent by General Sherman 
ftom Paducah, made a bold dash to the shore undei the battenes, hoist- 
ing the American flag on the summit of the blufl, gieeted by the hearty 
cheers of our brave tars and soldiers. 

"The force consisted of six gunboats, four mortar-boats, and three 
ti'anspoi-ts, having on board two regiments and two battalions of infantry, 
under command of Colonel Buford— General Cullum and General Sher- 
man being in command of the troops. The former, leaving a sick-bed to 
go ashore, discovered what was evidently a magazine on Are, and imme- 
diately ordered the train to be cut, and thus saved the lives of the gar- 
"^"•i- A. H. FooTE. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles," 

There was every evidence, in the great amomit of oi'diiaiice 
and military property left behind, and the vindictive plan, 
happily foiled, of destroying the victorious forces, that the en- 
emy suddenly and reluctantly left this strong fortification. 
The powerful show of grim iron-clada and mortar-boats no 
doubt hastened this decision. Foote probably felt some dis- 
appointment at not being able to try his mortar-boats upon the 
heavy fortifications of Columbus. The Assistant-Secretary of 
the Navy, in a private letter, seems to have felt the same dis- 
appointment : 

" Maty Dbpaktmkkt, Mardh 5, 1863. 
" My dbae CoiiMODOEE,— Last night, at a party at Mr. Wclles's, your 
dispatch was received giving an account of the occupatioa of Oolumbns 
after its evacuation by the rebels. I felt a pang that the mortar-boats 
were thus deprived of a participation in the work. As Fremont started 
these at my suggestion, I naturaOy feel a deep interest concerning them, 
and hoped their first use would have been made in the Western waters 
by yourself; hut the vagabonds have not given you a chance at Colum- 
bus. Perhaps Porter will give us the first trial ; but, in either case, Qod 
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speed you.. I have no fears of the result. I notice how publicly you 
praise — — — ■. Will you pai-don a friend for observing that he is on the 
staff of the general who holds jou back and ignores you. These en- 
^eer officers are puffed up with a contempt for the Nayy, and have all 
their Uvea been trjing to prove impossible what you have demonstrated 
possible, viz., to attack forts successfully with vessels. If I did not feel 
for JOU sincere admiration and friendship, and have yom' reputation 
most dear to me, I should not beg of you to be careful and not lavish 
praise upon any person in your dispatches, unless for distinguished con- 
duct that must also be apparent to those who are distant from the scene. 
I don't know how the mail now is between here and Cairo, but it has 
been bad ; and Mr. Blair has sent out two agents to right matters. We 
all feel proud of your work, attained without the efficient co-operation 
of any one, which renders your labora the more feithful. If you do rain 
13-incU shells upon them, be sure to give us full particulars early. 

" Very tralj yours, G. V. Fox. 

" Flag-Officei' A. E. Foote." 

We have noticed, and shall notice fi-eqneiitly hereafter — 
what it would be folly to ignore — the soreness that Foote felt 
at what he considered the great injuatice done him, and the 
false position in which he was placed by those high in com- 
mand, whose sympathies were wholly given to the otlier arm 
of the service— the Army. He had, indeed, come to the de- 
cision to obey no more ordei-s issuing from Ai-my officers. The 
Secretary, whose watchful eye was over the Navy, and who 
exercised a judicious rule of its affairs, notice with anxiety 
the development of this feeling, and cautions him against it. 
Mr. "Welles says to him in a letter dated May 7th : 

" Step by step I have watched your proceedings, and maited the per- 
sistency, patience, and determination, tinder many and great discourage- 
ments, with which yourself and those associated with you have met and 
surmounted every difficulty. Rest assured the country knows and justly 
appreciates your services. I am confident you will permit no jealous 
feeling, or any appearance of such feeling, against oia- branch of the serv- 
ice to annoy you ; and I trust that it will at no time bo cause of emban'ass- 
mcnt. Under your ordeis and acts the Navy has vindicated its charac- 
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ter before the country, and contributed its flill ahai'e in planting again 
the Union standard, and restoring the Union feeling in the great centi-aJ 
valley. The rapid and succeasiye blows you have struck with such effect 
have electrified the nation, and animated our people with higher hopes 
than I have before witnessed since the outbreak of this i-ebellion. This 
very hasty letter I have written, aud so send it because of inexcusable 
delay in saying to you privately and aa an old schoolmate—' Friend, how 
gratified I have been and am with what you have done.' " 
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CnAPTER XX. 

THE MISSISSIPPI AS THE SCENE OF OPEKATIONS. — GENEIIAL POI'e's 

MOVEMENTS AT NEW MADRID. CHAItACTEEKTrc 

OEDEB, — OOEEESPONDENCE, 

The two gun-boats Taylor and .Lexington had been sent bj 
the eommodore back to the Tennessee Eiver, to gixai-d capt- 
ured posts and to act as patrols in preventing the enenny from 
erecting new fortifications upon the shores. A spirited Httle 
engagement took place at Pittsburg, Tennessee, on the Ist of 
March, and another at Chickasaw, Alabama, at a later date, 
between the gnu-boats and small detachments of the enemy's 
troops, who were attempting to fortify at those places, result- 
ing in the breaking np of their plans, and showing the ability 
of the iron-clads not only to open the river, but to keep it 
open. But the vessels belonging to the Western flotilla were 
now called to a greater achievement — to unlock the Missis- 
sippi itself, that it might be a free stream in all its vast 
extent. 

The Mississippi lias been frequently described, but we doubt 
if any powers of description would be equal to convey an im- 
pression of this "Great Eiver," as its name signifies. The 
words of the Psalmist occur to one as he sails upon its broad 
bosom ; " Thou visitest the earth and waterest it ; thou greatly 
enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water, 
Thou prepares! the corn and wine when thou hast so provided 
for it." It rolJs along its exhaustless abundance of water like 
a sea, through territories of boundless agricultural wealth, while 
iiimdreds of cities, some of them already of considerable mag- 
nitude, and many of them destined to be densely populated, stud 
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its banks, Wlien one is at St. Paul, in Minnesota, with a great 
river still above Iiim, there are moi'O than two thousand miles 
of river below him; and tliat part of it wliich is called the 
"Upper Mississippi," from Dubuque to St. Paul, where tlie 
water is clear and piu'e, is equal in some respects to the Rhine 
or the Danube in beauty, and will hereafter be visited and 
built upon for its uoble scenery. At St. Louis, a thousand 
miles and more above its mouth, and at points where was the 
chief scene of opei-ationa of "Foote's Flotilla," tlie river at 
places is more than two miles M'ide, turbid with the yellow 
flood of tlxe muddy Missouri, and strong in current with tlie 
mingled force of two mighty streams. It is a thoroughly 
masculine river, an impetuously i-olling and micontroUable 
flood, sometimes devouring in its insatiate, destnictive will 
large sections of the land, and changing its channel at pleas- 
ure. Its banks are like those of the Nile^mud-banks that 
break off suddenly, not slope off gradually — and one can fre- 
quently see great masses of soil detaching tbemselves and fall- 
ing into the river. For hundreds of miles continuously there 
is sometimes nothing but forest — sombre, almost impenetrable 
primeval forest ; and through such as this the men of Foote 
and Pope had to hew their way at Island No. Ten. The 
broad current at times separates into three or four eliannels, 
now chafing the foot of high bluffs on one side, and losing it- 
self on tlie other in swampy forests or bayous, in whose endless 
vistas the eye vainly wanders. Upon the shores of this river 
an empire is growing, and the dullest mind can see that in the 
fiitnre the great rivers of the East — the Nile, tlie Euphrates, 
and the Ganges — will be equaled, perhaps surpassed, in what 
will probably be here realized in the populousness and magni- 
tude of its magnificent states. It is now comparatively with- 
out a history — it runs for hundreds of miles through almost 
savage and unrecorded wildernesses ; but already, since the 
last war, it is becoming an liistoric river, and a hunimi inter- 
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eat, romantic and powerful, is blending with the majesty of its 
natural features. New Orleans, Vicksbiirg, Island No. Ten, 
have fastened the charm of valor, faith, and patient endurance, 
for the sake of great principles and the interests of humanity, 
upon its shores. 

Hencefortli — to return to our narrative — the short remahi- 
ing active career of Commodore Poote is confined to his unre- 
mitting efforts to clear away the forts and barriers that the en- 
emy had placed upon this pathway of the nation, which the 
West had decreed should be free, and had consecrated to free- 
dom forever. He expected to do this with his own fleet. He 
declared more than once that he intended to descend the Mis- 
sissippi to ite mouth ; and thfe accounts for the deliberateness 
of all his preparations for a task that he knew, better than 
others, was so great He fairly began this work, which was 
finished by Farragut, together with the blows of Grant at 
Vicksburg, so that the names of the two naval heroes must 
hei-eafter be associated with the mighty stream which they 
were instrumental in opening anew to freedom, sweeping away 
every obstruction upon its broad waters. He was not permit- 
ted to do all he vriahed to do, but what he did was genuine 
work, and was what gave the impulse to final complete success. 

After Columbus was made untenable by the breaking up of 
, the flrst line of the Southern defense, or, in view of this antic- 
ipated event, the rebel leaders had pitched upon a position 
some forty miles below, on the river, at the now famous Island 
No. Ten, which they fortified with every device of military en- 
gineering skill, under the immediate personal supervision of 
General Beauregard, who had been then recently appointed to 
the command of the Department of Mississippi. 

Island No. Ten* is situated at the turn of a long bend in the 

* Below the month of the Ohio Eiver the islands in the Mississippi are 
deaiguated. by successive nnrabers. 
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river lifty-iive miles below Cairo, and bj nature and ai-t was 
perhaps the strongest position on the river. It conid not 
readily be reached by land forces; and field batteries were 
placed along the shores approaching it for ten or twelve miles 
commanding the channel, where the cnri-ent of the Mississippi 
was eo swift and strong that it was with the ntmost difficnlty 
that cnmbrons iron-clads like those commanded by Commo- 
dore Foote, with deiicient steam-power, could hold their own ■ 
and they had to be managed with the greatest caution, lest, 
becoming unmanageable, they sliould drift down nnder the 
enemy's batteries. This fighting down stream, witli their 
stems up stream, or "bow on, and with only the forwai-d 
gnus," in the uncontrollable and sea-liko Mississippi, with 
clumsy arks of boats that were really little more than liuge 
floating batteries, was a very different duty from fighting up 
Bti-eam in the smaller Cumberland and Tennessee rivei-a, where 
the boats could be brought into close range, and, if disabled, 
would of themselves float away from the enemy's reach. 
Some seventy heavy gims upon the island and its opposite 
shores were so trained that, though set in batteries wide apax-t, 
which necessitated their being assailed separately, they were 
still enabled to direct their fire simultaneously upon one spot. 
The whole side of the island fronting the JTissonri shoi-e bm- 
tled witli cannon, and the stream itself naiTowed at this point. 
At Island No. Ten the river, after making a sndden bend, runs 
to the northwest several miles, and at the turn of the northern 
bend, where it begins to talre once niore a southerly direction, 
at the junction of a large bayou and the Mississippi, is situated 
New Madrid, on the Missouri shore. In order to prevent the 
island's being attacked by land forces from the Missonri side, 
the rebels had strongly fortified at New Madrid, and stationed 
there a large number of troops, drawn partially from the now 
abandoned stronghold of Columbus ; and they had also fortified 
a few miles below New Madrid, upon the Tennessee side. 
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Between Kew Madrid and Island No. Ten, on both sides of 
the Mississippi, extend immense swamps or bayous, which for- 
bade military opei'ations, and which also hemmed in the rebel 
forces themselves, and prevented theii" escape in case the isl- 
and shonld be captured.* It was, in fact, a huge and compli- 
cated system of water-locked defenses, at the centre of which, 
and guarding the channel of the Mississippi, lay the strong 
and almost unassailable fort of Island No. Ten, like a dragon 
of fable, coiled in the heait of its swampy fastne^es; and, to 
carry out the illustration, belching forth sulphureous fla 
In order to completely invest this fortification, it was n 
sary iirst to obtain possession of New Madrid, and thus cut il 
off from below, as the river ran, though really above, geo- 
graphically speaking. This task was assigned to General 
John Pope, who proved himself an able and energetic com- 
mander, with great resources and perseverance. As ear: 
the 22d of February, General Pope was dispatched by General 
Halleck from St. Louis, with a considerable body of Ohio and 
Illinois troops, to attack New Madrid. His transports landed 
at Commerce, in Missouri; and his main column, toiling 
through miiy swamps, on the same day that Columbus was 
evacuated (March 3d), appeai'ed before New Madrid, where 
Pope found to oppose him, in addition to a large rebel force. 
Hollins's flotilla of gun-boats on the river.f He retired out 
of reach, of their cannon, and sent to Cairo for heavy siege- 
guns. He also planted successfully a battery twelve miles 
down the river, at Point Pleasant, in the rear of Island No. 
Ten. As soon as his heavy artillery arrived, being laboriously 
dragged through the swamps, after " a quick, sharp siege," in 
which the Confederate suffered greatly, they fled precipitate- 
ly, leaving New Madrid in Pope's possession. 



* Boyiiton's "Hiatoiy of the Navy rlnring tte KebRllion," vol. i,, p. 535. 
\ Lossiiig'a " Civil War in America," vol. ii., p. 339. 
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The morning that the National troops under Geneial Popo 
entei-ed New Madrid (March 14), Commodore Foote left Cairo 
with his fleet, to co-operate with him at Island No. Ten ; but 
before giving an account of his operations at that point, tlierc 
are a few matters of previous occurrence and some correspond- 
ence to be taken notice of. 

We mentioned the spirited services of the gnn-boats Taylor 
and Lexington on the Tennessee Eiver, undertaken to prevent 
the rebels from refortifjing at Pittsburg and Chickasaw. 
This gallant conduct drew forth tlie lively praise of the flag- 
offlcer, who, beyond almost any commander in the war, was 
generous to render his subordinates their full honor, but it 
also called forth this sailor-like order : 

" CAmo, Mardi 4, 1863. 

" SiK,— I have received your report, and have forwarded it to tlie Sec- 
retaiy of the Navy, with commendatory remarks. But I give a general 
order that no commaDder will land men to malce an aftaclt ashore. Our 
gun-boats hare no more men than ate necessary to man the gnns ; and as 
the anny must do the shore worlt, and as the enemy want nothing better 
than to entice our men asliore and overpower them with superior num- 
bers, the commanded must not operate ashore, but confine themselves to 
their yessels. In haste, respectfully, A. H. Foote. 

"Lieutenant-Commanding Gwin. 

"P. 8.— Be cautions, as it is an element eijnally necessary to bravery, 
and life must not be rislted without a prospect of success." 

It is but right to presume that if Foote had lived long 
enough he would have organized the Navy Department of the 
West into a more homogeneous body, doing ite own work 
more exclusively but effectively, and having ite own position 
and rights more clearly undei-stood, eo that the Army would 
have looked upon it in the light of an ally and equal, not of a 
mere auxiliary, and that something of the high and united 
spirit of the American Navy would liave been breathed into 
it. We are perhaps even now inclined to think of tlie Navv 
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as coiiiined wholly to tlie ocean coast, and to forgot the im- 
mense extent of inland watei« over which a well-regnlatcd ua* 
val organization should extend; although it is the desire of 
every patriotic heart that civil war will never again require the 
servicee of fighting vessels so far within our own bordei-s. It 
is to be fervently hoped that the broad realms of North and 
South, united by the Mississippi River, by nature, by origin, 
by kinship, by liberty, shall be evermore one happy nation. 

The two following lettei-s at this time relating to things im- 
mediately past and present betoken much anxiety and de- 
spondency of mind, and we insert them for the reason that 
this is not intended to be a eulogy, but a real life, with its 
lights and shadows. Yet some of the statements in these let- 
tei-s are important, as coming from a man of strict truth and 
honesty. The first is addressed to a relative of his family: 

" Cairo, Marth 9, 1862. 

" Mv DBAK Sut, — I plaCfj a liigli Talue on yoiu' letter, iDjependcntly of 
the suHrce from ■which it comes, as it is an effort for jou to write. I 
wish I had the time, if I have the ability, to respond hy one as good. 

" I send Augusta the certificate of the best surgeon here, who is at the 
head of the Sanitary Committee, relative to my wounded foot, or, per- 
haps, I might more properly call it a diagnosis. I have pain in my foot ; 
but you ■will see from the cerfificate that there is no danger to be appre- 
hended, unless it is to the government from my not being able to give 
persona] attention to my ■varied dnties. Still every moment of my time 
from seven A.M. till eleven P.M. is occnpied with office dnties. I am 
on crutches, and should he happy at the idea of being able to lay them 

"I have to work against a good deal of opposition. Not even a Navy 
officer at home can conceive of the magnitude of my work — navy-yard 
and fleet duties ; and I would not again pass through the mental agony 
and bodily effort, certainly for all the credit I do or can receive from the 
public. It is a bitter cup, and I can hardly drink it. It has added ten 
years to my age, and it is qnite enough to break any man down. I do 
not like the course that has been pnrsned in regard to me. On the 38tli 
of January I suggested the attack on Fort Ilem'y, and gave my orders 
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two days before tbe flght for Lieuteaaat-Conimanduig Phelps to proceed 
up the Tennessee, and destroy the rebel gun-boats -ind their piopcity as 
far as the river was navigable, and off he went to Mississippi and Ala- 
bama without a word from Halleck. Yet he and McOlellan got the 
credit of the thing. The rebels and many of our Army officers say that 
our desperate flght demoralized the rebels at Fort Donelson, so much so 
that they could not even cut then way through the Iroos the nett day m 
thdr attempt to escape, and it they had not been demoijhzed, why, a 
militarsr man would ask, did they not hold on in their mtiLnchments i 
Still I fought Port Donelson foni diy« betoie I Tias leid}, as I wanted 
my six mortar-boata , but Geneial Halleck uiged me, and I deteimined 
to take the only couise, by a clo>e iction, which could secure ua a vio 
tory witliout the mortal boats Then I w ent up and took po«seision oi 
Clai'ksvUle, hoisting our flag and issuing the proclamation, and General 
Halleck says in his offlcial dispatches it was tour days afterward occupied 
by Qeneral Smith, making no allusion to my command. I was then ready 
to proceed on and take Nashville, and was about starting when I re- 
ceived an order not to do it, which if I had done, the Assistant-Secretary 
of the Navy says, I wonid have saved a million dollais' worth of rebel 
arms and a factory for making percussion-caps. The, citizens expected 
the gun-boats, and General A. S. Johnston advised them to leave and 
abandon the city, as I was coming— hence the panic; and, aiter all, 
Bueli could not march in until he got a gun-boat firat off the city. Now 
lam wanted to go, even if not prepared, to the attack of Island No. Ten 
and New Madrid, and Assistant-Secretary Scott urges me ; but 1 have re- 
fused positively to do it, and will wait till Wednesday, when I will 
have the mortar-boats and the Benion, and can, God willing, who gives 
the victory, do it easily. I have no fears for this week's work. 

" Oh, how I long for this war to terminate ! I have had enough of it, 
and I think the South will also have been taught to respect Yankee 
pluck, I pray that God may soon send us peace and prosperity. As 
for myself, wonderful to say, excepting my foot, I am ia i-emarkablc 
health. 

"Escuse my haste, as I have more than I can possibly attend to in thu 
way of business, and I may have to delay writing to Augusta; if so, 
please show her this. I hope to return here after going down about 
sixty miles to attack No. Ten and New Madrid. In the mean time, let 
Augusta writ-e as usual, and I will write when I get a chance. With 
love to all. Very truly youw, A. H, Footb." 
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" ' Benton,' Oaieo, M(mii 13, 1863. 
"Mt nuAE Wipe,— Your escellent letter and WiUiam's came this 
momiog like sunlieania just as I was wiiting a letter of sympathy and 
condolence to our dear Mend Commodore Smith on Joe's death.* It 
was a sad afiair ; but such things will happen in war. I can not expi-ess 
mj horrible pressure ol responsibility ; and now, honestly, I am almost 
crazy that no ti-oops have been flirnished to accompany me and occupy 

* This promising young officer went down in the Ownlerland at Hamp- 
ton Eow^ March 8th, 1803. Senator Grimes, of Iowa, spoke thus of him 
in the United States Senate, March 13 : 

_" Btit while I would thus honor the gallant liTing, I would bear my 
tribute of affectionate respect for the memory of the heroic dead who fell 
in the engagement in Hampton Roads. Let the remembrance of that 
brave young oflcer, whose obsequies are now being performed in another 
pai't of this city, who, when his vessel was sinking beneath his feet, re- 
plied to a summons to surrender that he would never give up the flac 
mtmsted to his keeping, and the nest moment met death with compos- 
ure, be cherished by his countrymen. The name of Smith, already illus- 
trious in the annals of the American Navy, will be added to the bright 
galaxy of those who have fl'cely laid down their lives at the call of their 
countiy." 

We can not refrain from adding the father's response to the letter re- 
ferred to, for its manly pathos ; 

''March 21, 1863. 

" My deab Foote,— I duly received your kind note of condolence, and 
now I have to sympathize with you in your bereavement and loss of a 
darling boy. We must bow our heads and lick the dust, and aay, ' Though 
He slay me, yet will I ti'ost in Him.' I was relieved by receiving the 
mutilated remains of my son, and I deposited them with those of his 
mother. We are looking most ansiously for reports of your success at 
No. Ten. God give you the victory. 

"I have just received a letter from my only son, and he inclosed one 
for you, which 1 forward herewith. He has a hard time with his gun- 
boat, but I pi-ay he may be spared to me. I fear FaiTagnt has a difficult 
task to ascend the Missisappi— his vessels draw too much water; but I 
hope you may meet him at New Orleans. 

"Our arms seem to be victorious every where except in the untoward 
event at Newport News. We have been too indilferent about the monster 
MerrimcA I am glad to know my son performed his duty as well as 
any man could under the circumstances. I am almost ci-azy with the 
cares that i-est upon me, which I shall endeavor to dispose of to the best 
of my ability ; but I am old, and my mind is somewhat iinpaired ; yet I 
shall stick to my post, and do aU I can for the cause of the Union and 
the defense of liberty. 

"I am taxed to the utmost of my power. God bless you. 

"Yours as always, Joheph Smith. 

"Flag-Officer A. 11. Foote." 
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Island No, Tpii, if we take it, since, if I leave it unoccupied, the reliels 
will come back to their batteries and reoccupy it, and keep our supplies 
from coming to us from here. I do not uadei'stand such movemeDts. 
I would not, my dear, be in the position I am — the vast responsibility of 
this river, which, if disaster occur to my boats, the rebels coulcl retake 
Columbus, capture St. Louis, and command the Mississippi River — for 
all the world can give. The mere flght, my mere life, is aotliiug in the 
consideration. An officer said truly this morning that no man in the 
nation had the dreadful responsibility upon him that I iiad. Cullum is 
sick, and gone to St. Louis, and Scott ordered home, and Governor 
Strong, a citizen volunteer, is in command here. Tlius it goes, I am ap- 
prehensive of disaster for want of management on the pai-t of the Army. 
I write, my dear, that if disaster come, you may know the reason, and 
have my vindication; for 1 have done all that should be done to avert 
it. You will know the result by telegram before this reaches you, and 
you need not caution me gainst being spoiled by success, as I was never 
more humbled. I would this moment give all I am worth could I be 
on the Atlantic a captain of a good steam-lHgate, instead of being out 
here under a pressure which would crush most men; and how I have 
stood it thus far I can only account for by the fact that ' God has been 
my helper,' I have not time to answer yours in detail. All is conftiBion, 
and I am almost in despair. Oh, my dear, if our aifairs, if our 'house 
were put in order,' and our children older and doing welt, what a relief 
it would be to quietly wait God's time, and joyfully leave this world for 
the glories of a blessed immortality. That is the bright spot — the sun- 
shijie amid the gloom and darkness. Here we must do our duty, and I 
pray for strength to do mine, and to God let us commend ourselves and 
our children and all whom we hold dear. He has placed me here, and I 
jiope I may in a proper spuit perform his will. To your parents and 
cousins my love, and iove and kisses to the children. Am glad to hear 
darling Emily ia more free from pain. 

" Ever affectionately your deal' husband, A. H. Foote. 

" Beauregard and General Bragg are here. 

" Later. — General Halleck tclegi'aphs ' not to make an attack on No. 
Ten till further orders, as he wishes to wait till General Pope gets his 
heavy guns in position to cnt off the enemy's retreat.' This may induce 
the rebels to evacuate it. At all events, we shall go better prepared; 
80 don't give yourself uneasiness about me," 
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The writer o£ these letters was not a man who loved war 
for war's sake. He was ready to use it, and use it with terri- 
ble effect, for great ends; but he would hi^e been glad at 
any moment to retire from its tionbled scenes He was a 
man, at heart, of peace, of kindly domestic affettious, and of 
humane ideas and desires for the highest happiness of his fel- 
low-men. The war-worn figlitei mniniuied in hi' heart — 

"But we grow old. Al wtpn shall all mens good 
Be eacli man's rule, . nd un Tersal Peace 
Lie like a shaft of light acros" tl e land 
And like a lane of beams athwtrt tJie sea 
Through all the circle of th ipn ye 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

INVESTMBHT AND EOMKAKDMKNT OF ISLAND MUMBER TEN. — 
DEATH OF eOH. — CUTTING CAKAl ACEOSB PENINSULA. 

In oi'der to imderatand clearly the history of naval opera- 
tions at Island No. Ten,* the following letters are important : 
"Depabtmest of the MiasissTPPi, Cairo, ilfajrA 8, 1863. 
" Fi.ao-Officbk Pootb, TJ. 8.N., commanding Flotilla, Western Waters; 

" Flao-Officru,— Major-Generai Halleck desii'es that a demonstration 
by gun and mortar boats should be made by Monday morning next upon 
Island No. Ten, and then upon Kew Madrid, in order to relieve the com- 
mand of General Pope, now in front of that place. The forces of General 
Pope are needed for movement wp the Tenne^ee, and iji'ust be ordered 
back without results unless we can bring them by river early next week, 
iiiter capturing Island No. Ten and New Madrid. To effect these impor- 
tant results, I desire to know whether you can have ready for service by 
Tuesday night four gun and four mortar boats; if so, I will proyide 
transports for movement by land forces for as many as may be necessary 
to remove from New Madrid sucli portion of General Pope's forces as can 
be safely spared after capturing New Madrid and Island No. Ten. 

" Your immediate attention will greatly oblige, 
" Yours respectfully, and most obedient servant, 

" Geo, W. Cullum, Brig.-Gcn., Chief of Staff, and Engineer." 

" Caiko, March 8, J863. 

"Gbnebat., — I have repeatedly stated to you, and to Assistant-Secre- 
tary Scott, that I shall not be ready with the flotiUa, to move on Island 
No. Ten and New Madrid, until Wednesday, leaving here in the course 
of that day with gun and mortar boats, 

"If I am peremptorily ordered to move before that time by Assiatant- 
Secretaiy of War Colonel Scott, I shall try to do it, but under a remon- 

* For map of Island No. Ten, and its surronn dings, see p. 367. 



Hosted byGoogle 



Military Correspondence. 265 

strance tliat I shall deem it an act involving, in all probaliility, the most 
5 con8ec[ueiicea to the flotilla, and to the service which it was 
d to perform. 

" The pilot-hoUBea are unsafe, and the vessels are not in a condition 
which would enable them to make any thing of a stand against such a 
resistance as the rebels have made in every instance. I can not, there- 
fore, except under this strong remonstrance, be a party to an act which I 
believe would terminate In the utter demoralization of my command. 
" I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, A. H, Foots, Plag-Offlccr. 
" Brig.-Gen. Geo.W. CuUum, Chief of Staff and Engineer." 

In a letter of the same date to Lieutenant Henry A. Wise 
(Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington) he 
speaks of his preparations : 

" The Bmtim, is under way, and barely stems the strong current of the 
Ohio— five knots per hour — in this rise of water, but I hope by putting 
her between two iron-clad steamers to-morrow she wiD stem the current 
and work comparatively well. On Wednesday I hope to take down seven 
iron-clads and ten mortar-boats to attack Island No. Ten and New Mad- 
rid. A portion of iron plating for pilot-houses and chains got aboard 
a steamer from Cincinnati, which was prepared to go up tie Cumber- 
land, but will be here tJ>-raorrow or next day. As the current is in some 
places in the Mississippi seven miles per hour, the iron-clad boats can 
hardly return here; therefore we must go well prepared, which detains 
us longer than even you would imagine necessaiy from your navy-yard 
and smooth-water stand-point." 

General Pope had jnst seized New Madrid witli his land 
forces, and planted hia batteries so as to command the stream 
down the river ; and when tlie gun-boats assailed Island No. 
Ten from above, the place would be thoroughly invested, and 
the siege — so full of picturesque and wonderful incidents, as 
it proved to be — would fairly commence. 

This order from General Halleek was received March 12th ; 
"To Flag-Opficeb Poote; 

"You will not make an attack on Island No. Ten till further orders. 
I wish to wait till General Pope gets Iiis heavy guns in position to cut 
off the enemy's retreat. H. W. IIallbck, Major- General." 



Hosted byGoogle 



266 Life of Admiral Foote. 

Tlie following letter, of the same date, shows the writer's 
state of mind in regard to the enterprise : 

" ' Benton,' Mard), 13, 1803. 

■' My dear Sie,— 1 am grateful beyond expreasion for your kind letter 
of the 7th, and beg to be excused for this hasty answer, as we leave to-day 
for No. Ten and New Madrid, and I trust that Ood will give u3 the vic- 
tory. Island No. Ten is very strongly fortified, and we shall have a hard 
fight. I shall b« very cautious, as I appreciate the vast responsibility of 
keeping our flotilla from tailing into the rebels' hands, as it would turn 
the whole tide of affairs against us. 

" I will not show, nor have I shown jealousy against the Army. I am 
on the best of teims with Generals Grant, Smith, McCleniand, and with 
all the junior ofilcers. I thank you for your valuable ftiendship, and will 
strive to retain it. Respects to your family. I can hardly get through 
my work, so excuse this. 

" I have the honor to be your friend, A. H. Foote. 

"The Hon. Gideon Welles." 

On tho morning of the 14th Foote moved down the river 
with his flotilla, consisting of seven iron-clad gun-boats and 
ten mortar-boats. He was joined at Colnmbus on the same 
day by Colonel Bnford, in command of some twelve hundred 
troops, and reached Hickman that evening with the flotilla 
and transports. Tiie boilers of the Louisville were here found 
to leak badly, and she was sent back to Colnmbns for i-epaira. 
We eontinne the narrative of events for the nest two days in 
the flag-oificer'a own words, in his rejjort to the Secretary of 
the Na\} 

"On tho 15th nistant jt daylight the flnt 11 n 1 tianipriN moiel 
down the rivtr aiming m the Ticimty of Islanl Ni Tin ^fc J i.M 
The rain and den«e tog pieveuted oui getting the vesselfl ui position 
other than two mi itar boatfl foi the prnpose of ascertaining then range 

" Eariy on the morning of the 16th instant I placed the mortar-boats in 
as good a position as the circumstances would admit, when they shelled 
several regiments out of their encampments, and, at extreme range, 
■ reached the batteries on No. Ten, the floating batteiy, and the five bat- 
teries on the Tennessee slure. The mortar-boats are in charge of Cap- 
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tain "\I MKu 1 Unit i States Army as ordnance officer aasi^itedbv Act 
iiig Lieutenant Commiinding J P Sandford United States Navy who 
TOlBntetred his •seiviies. 

"This morning, the 17th instant, soon after daylight, the mortar-boafs 
being in position, I had the Bemm lashed between two other Btearaera— 
the CituAnnati and the St, Louis — and witii the remaining iron-clad 
steamers made an attack on the foi-ts, at a distance of two thousand 
yards or more, on account of (he rapid cun-ent rendering the boats too 
unmanageable to come within a shorter range, without endangering their 
being carried under the enemy's guns, and as a nearer approach wonld 
expose the bows and quarters of the vessels — their most vulnerable points 
— to a Are of six other batteries, mounting forty-three guns. We opened 
fire on the upper fort on the Tennessee shore at meridian, and continued 
to give and receive quite a brisk fire from this and also four other bat- 
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teries on tlie same shore until darkness nhscured the forts from view. 
The ten mortars, in tlie mean time, shelled the troops out of range, ex- 
cepting those manning the batteries. 

"The upper fort was badlj cut up by the Bmton and the other boats 
with her. We dismounted one of their guns, and the men, at times, ran 
from the batteries. 

" Colonel Buford has been busily and I trust profitably engaged in 
making reconnoissances, and is preparing to mount his siege-guns. 

" In the attack of to-day this vessel (ifejifew) received four shots, while 
ft rifle-gun burst aboard the St. LcmU, killing and wounding fifteen, offi- 
cers and men. I inclose a list of casualties. The Cindrmati has had her 
engines injiwed, which may render it necessary for me to send her to 
Cairo for repairs. 

" I hope to be able to silence the upper battery to-morrow, after which 
we caji plant the mortars in a position where we expect to be able U> 
shell the rebels out of their batteries. The place is even stronger and 
better adapted for defense than Columbus has ever been. Each fortifica- 
tion commands the one above it. We can count forty-nine guns in the 
difierent batteries, where there are probably double the number, with ten 
thousand troops. 

" From exhaustion, arising from continnous service and want of sleep, 
you will escuse this incoherent, discursive report. 

" Our shells bursting prematurely, we have to drown them before load- 
ing the gans. The fuses— many of which, I am informed, wei'c made be- 
fore the Mexican War — ought to have been condemned." 

This was really a spirited and well-fought engagement, al- 
though it resulted in nothing definite. The Benton waa fre- 
quently struck. The vessels at one time drew quite near to 
tho batteries, and attacked them in something of the old dash- 
ing, desperate style, although this method eonld not possibly 
be carried out under the circumstances, since the boats were 
i-eally not adapted to fighting in the strong and rapid Missis- 
sippi ; but we must pause a moment in these warlike scenes to 
take notice of a sorrowful and touching event. On the day 
(the 14th) when Commodore Foote set forth fram Cairo in all 
the pomp and circumstance of his numerous and powei'ful 
command upon his expedition against Island No. Ten, Ms sec- 
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ond son, William Lefliiigwell, died at his father's liouee in 
New Haven. He waa a manly and promising boy of thirteen 
years, wlio had already developed noble traits of character, 
lie had been ill a week, and but a few days before he was the 
image of health — a handsome, rcey-cheeked lad. He was to 
his father as the apple of his eye. He received the telegram 
of his son's death during the thick of the battle. The follow- 
ing was the brief telegram to his wife, sent in response to the 
sad tidings, and the telegram was received in New Haven on 
tlie afternoon of the ITtli : 

"Keae Islahd No. Ten. 
"May God support us. The shock stuDS me in mitlst of fight. Thy 
will be done to us and ours. A. II. Foote." 

It was followed by this letter, written a day or two after- 
ward : 

"'Bentok,' off No. Teh, Mardi 10, 1863. 

"My dear Wipe, — I know how yon feel; I feel it all myself I want 
all the time to be writing to you; still I know that our dear boy has 
escaped great evil, and no doubt he is far better off than in this life; 
but Nature mourns Let us have consolation in our bereavement. I do 
hopeit ivill 1* the means of doing us all good, and making us live hear- 
er to God It IS all light my dear ; for God, oar kind, heavenly Father, 
lia-i done it, and as Sjntoid said yesterday, 'You ought, flag-officer, to 
nae above your gru-f, and not dwelt so on it.' Nothing but a death in 
the family could at tins cntical moment, when so mucli ia upon me, so 
drjw off my mmd from my duties ; it shows the power of my grief. It 
11 mu:'h on yiur account I so teel; but we must pray to God that he 
will enable ua to lubmit with Christian faith, even if lie take more of us 

" We are not making much progress, firing almost beyond the enemy's 
range. I hope to have General Pope here soon fl'om New Madrid, and 
attack upon the rear of the enemy. This place is stronger than Colum- 
bus in all respects ; still, if we oan get General Pope here, we will take 
it. We are throwing mortar-shells into the forts at night, which, show- 
ing the burning fuse, makes a beautiful sight, like a shooting star in a 
paralwla; but how little do I enjoy it, or any thing else I I feci that 



Hosted byGoogle 



270 Life of Admiral Foote. 

Willie 13 better off, and therefore my intense feelings must in a good 
measure be sympathy for you. 

"I am well and have no headache, although I am only five hours in 
my bed. 

"If I can get General Pope's army here in a week, I think we will 
have a grand victoiy. 

" Love to all, kisses for children, and agwn tell our dear hoy Augustus 
to love and fear God, and believe me, as always, 

"Your devoted husband, A. H. Foote. 

" P- 8. — I do not feel myself in special danger. StiU, should I fall, it 
will be in a holy cause, and I shall die content. So do not mourn on my 
account. Tou know my feelings. I have never kept any thing from 
you, and God will provide for you and yours. While I talk thus, I do 
not consider myself in any more danger than I have been before. Still 
we are at wai-, and I am under fire. Again I commend you all to God 
and his gr.ice. A. H. F." 

Death and life— how closely are their black and gold 
threads commingled 1 At the very time when he received the 
news of his great bereavement, this joint resolution, expressive 
of the thanks of Congress, was passed : 

(Public Resolution, No. 32.) 
"Bemhed iy the Senate and H<mse of B^resentatiBea of the United States 
of America in, Gmgreas assembUd, That the thanks of Congress and of the 
American people are due, and are hereby tendered to Captain A. H, 
Foote, of the United States Navy, and to the offtcers and men of the 
Western Flotilla under bis command, for the gi-eat gallantry exhibited 
by them in the attacks upon forts Heniy and Donelson, for their efii- 
eiency in opening the Tennessee, Cumberland, and Mississippi riveiB to 
the pursuits of lawful commerce, and for their unwavering devotion to 
the cause of the country in the midst of her greatest difficulties and 

"Approved March 18, 1863." 

While this resolution was under consideration by the Sen- 
ate, in Committee of the Whole, Hon. James W. Grimes, Sen- 
ator from Iowa, made a speech, in which lie elaborately re- 
viewed the origin, history, and achievements of the Western 
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Flotilla, and gave the credit due to the American Navy in the 

" I am anxious that the people of this entire country may feel that the 
exploits of the Navy wherever performeil, are then exploits tiiat its 
glory 13 tlieir glory ind that while they are taxing' themsLhes to sup 
port it they are Bupi orting the right ann of the National defense I 
desire the citizen of the most remote irontiei' to feci that he la equally 
l.rotected and eq ally honored by the brave deeds of our naval officers 
IV ith the citizen of the Atlantic coast. I wish tlie men of Iowa and Min- 
nesota to know that they ai-e as effectually defended in their liherties at 
home and in their honor abroad, by the achievements of Dupont and 
Goldsborough and Stiingham and Foote on the water, aa they can be by 
any victories won by our armies on the land." 

Senator Grrimes quoted, with strong approval, a letter fur- 
nished him hj Senator Wilson, of Massachusetts, -written by a 
gentleman of high military authority at the "West, from which 
this is an extract : 

" When Fort Henry surrendered, the gate was opened by which the 
rebellion will be finally and utterly crushed. In a few days Commodoro 
Foote will open the Miaaisaippi, provided he is not hampered, and also 
provided he is properly supported by goveniment. He has done a great 
w k f 1 nt y— a kwhhlamsoTt y has n t I 

1 p ly app at d H h mp d navy w th al n t n n 

n u tabl b t 1 a a n t him I t tat 1 n tii pap that th 

m b ta tid b t 1 ttle vi at D n Ison wl 1 a m n t 

1 Tl 1 nee 1 nea ly aU th n my g m n 1 1 1 n t th wh 1 
f I at an! th t U p of an tl b h t a\iay iiite n 
mnut m e th b tte es 11 ha b n flanl 1 an! t! ent 

I 1 a my p 1 t th b d 1 f th fl t H w uld ha 
m tt d th m 1 wn Ilk a A t w h m 1 tl w k of th 
army th fi 1 1 f tu d nnh tl an t th wi wuUha 

b n al fth M H ffi Qn n ) nf 1 n tl a 

th h 11 of th gun b at h d a d m -alizm ft t p n th ir n 
Tl M mphi All ^ J t 1 p nte 1 th m 

I ha had a tair [ p rt n ty t bse th op t na f botl 
\ 1 N y and I can ay w th j h th t tl re 

If 1 i t t h 1 k {, f tl f 1 th th fl fli 
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and hia captains— Stembel, Pennocb, Phelps, nnd others. I make these 
statements from mj own sense of justice and honor, and not from any 
man's prompting or request." 

But neither public praise nor private sorrow were permitted to 
interfere for one moment with tlie pressing dntiee of tlic liour. 

The following reports continue the narrative of naval oper- 
ations : 

" riAe-SxEAMEit ' Bbmton,' off Islabd No. Ten, ) 
Jtfiwcft 19, 1863. f 

"SiH,— On the 17th instant I communieafeci to the Department an 
account of our leaving Cairo for the purpose of attacking Island No. 
Ten, and expressing the hope that to-morrow (yesterday) we should be 
able to capture the upper fort at this point. 

"Yesterday we were firing on the upper fort at long range, reaching 
it occasionally, and dismounted another gun, while the mortars were 
playing on the lower fortifications, having driven the encampments 
down the river, just out of i-ange of our shells. As the forts are diatmct 
from each otlier, and occupy but little space, and have been mostly con- 
stnacted for four or five months, it is impossible to use the mortars with 
as much effect as could have been done at Columbus, where the batteries 
were more compact and exposed, and the troops having less shelter than 
here We are, however, keeping up an occasional fire day and night, to 
pievent the enemy from repairing his damages, gradually approaching 
his stiongebt holds, and 1 trnst we will be able, in co-operation with 
General Pope's army, soon to get possession of the place. This position 
was selected by the rebels on account of its being inaccessible by land, 
in a high stags of waters, on the Missouri side, which aide General 
Pope's anny occupies at New Madrid ; and he has no transports of any 
kmd with which to cross over to the Tennessee side and march in upon 
the rear of the rebels. I have this morning sent him two tugs, aud hope 
to be able to get two gun-boats also through the same bayou or slough 
to him. If we can do this, with the gun-boats coming up and attacking 
the forts from below, with the land attack, I have no doubt but that we 
shall secure a complete victoi-y. We must proceed here slowly and cau- 
tiously, which alone can prove effective, especially bearing in mind the 
rapid current and certainty of felling into the hands of the enemy in 
these slow boats if we run as close to the batteries as we might do were 
the rebels up stream. Colonel Biiford, commanding the troops hero, 
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amounting to about fifteen liundred, will be ready to perform all service 
requirecl until the arrival of General Pope in force. We shall not be 
able to make tlie grand attack for several days. This will depend upon 
the arrival of Genenil Pope. Your obedient servant, 

" A. H. FoOTB, Flag-Offlccr. 
"The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy." 

li^ STEflMicn Benton off I'j.w.r ^o Ten ) 
Mmd-, 30 186'> S 

" Sib — Moit of the iion clad steamer including this \ eisel aie still 
lying within long img of the rebel forts and occasionally with the 
mortar boati are thiowmg shells into the enemy a batteries which have 
induced them to withdiaw all then lupcrfluous men not required for 
serving then guns To day the upper batterv opened upon us 1 ut waa 
silenced in htlf an hour this ship li&mounting a gun I send to night 
a boat to sound in a narrow and shallow channel, in hopes the present 
rise of water in the river will enable me to dispatch a small steamer with 
light draught to General Pope, neai- New Madrid, who, as I have already 
informed the Depaitment, has several times Tequested that I would send 
him two or three gun-boats, to enable him to cross over to the Tennessee 
side, with the view of attacking the rebels in the rear at this point, while 
we make the attack in ik)nt or on the river side. I am apprehensive, 
however, from our ill-success thus far, that this project may not prove 
feasible. To-day, for the first time since I have been in command of the 
flotilla, I called a council of war, with the view of ascertaining the opin- 
ions of the officers with reference to senduig, or attempting to send, Md 
to General Pope. Tlie oiHeers, with one exception, wei-e decidedly op- 
posed to running the blockade, believing it would result in the almost 
certara destruction of the vessels which should attempt to pass the six 
forts, with fifty guns bearing npon them. I have been seriously dis- 
posed to run the blockade myself with this vessel, which is better pro- 
tected than the other boats, although she is slow, and works sluggishly; 
but, upon reconsideration, as her loss would be so great if we failed, and 
my pei'sonal services here are considered so important with the fleet and 
transports, I have, for the present, abandoned the idea. 

"This place is admirably chosen for defense by the rebels, as its rear 
can only be approached, in this stage of water, by the river opposite 
New Madrid, it being surrounded by bayous or sloughs, while its long 
line of six forts, commanding one another from the river flwit, render it 
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almost impregnable from an attacking force. General Pope has no 
transports, and, witliowt onr reaching him by mnniiig tlie bloekade, is 
unable to cross over to the Tennessee side from New Madrid, where he 
now is in force; and it is irapo^ble for him, from the inundated state 
of the country, to send or march his troops to this point. "Were we to 
attempt to attack these heavy batteries with the gun-boats, or attempt 
to run the blockade and fail, is I have alreadj stated in a former com- 
mnnication, the rivers above us— Mississippi Ohio, and Cumberland- 
would be greatly exposed, not only hustrating the gi'and object of the 
expedition, but exposing our towns and cities bordering those rivers; 
especially so should General Pope be unable to hold his position at New 
Madrid. Under these cireumstances, and oui boats being so iU adapted 
to fighting down the river, with two rifle-guns having burst and our 
shells imperfect, I am induced to act with great caution, and expose the 
flotiUa less than under more favorable circumstances it would be my 
duty to do, for the great object for which the fleet was created. For the 
ftiture, in the absence of instructions from higher authority, I shall be 
governed by circumstances as they may arise. When the object of run- 
ning the blockade becomes adequate to the risk, I shall not hesitate to 
do it. The place may be occupied by us in a short time without an 
assault, aa the rebels mnst be cut off from their necessary supplies. Still 
if this do not soon take place, it may become necessary to force the 
blockade, or adopt some other measures which have not vet suggested 
themselves. Tonr obedient sen-ant, A. H, Poote, Plag-Ofiiccr, 
" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy." 

Island ^Q. Ten was a hard nut to crack, giving panse to 
the most experienced military men. It was a characteristic 
sentence in the last of the above reports, " When the object of 
running the blockade becomes adequate to the risk, I shall not 
hesitate to do it." That time— according to the commodore, 
whether he eri-ed or not in indgment— had not yet arrived; 
but it could not for a moment be donbted that, whatever the 
risk, either by himself or by a subordinate commander, the 
thing, when he thought it ought to be done, would be done. 

The mortars used by Foote were formidable ordnance, each 
carrying a shot weighing 215 poiinda, and itself weighing 



Hosted byGoogle 



The Mortars. 275 



17,280 pounds. It was a IS-inch mortar — that is, it would 
receive a bombshell thirteen inches in diameter. The boats 
were iii'mly moored to the bank, and a derrick waa used on 
shore to drop the hnniense ball into the moutli of the mortar. 
Twenty-threo pounds of powder were required for a charge, 
and tlic concussion was so heavy that the men were forced to 
talio refuge behind the timber works when a mortar was fired ; 
while the distance was so great, and the object aimed at so 
comparatively small, that the slightest disturbing cause was 
enough to destroy the accuracy of the aim. Nevei-tlieless, the 
bombardment was kept up. The roar and hiss of the heavy 
raortar-shelis were heard along the sombi-e shores of the river 
night and day, Poote did not come, however, to close en- 
counter with the foi'ts, and kept liis boats in good trim, not 
exposing or weakening his fleet, because he learned that the 
rebels had a force of thiiteen gun-boats, independent of tiie 
five below New Madrid, and the much-talked-of Manassas at 
Kemphie. They might come up at any moment, and dispute 
the possession of the Mississippi above Island No. Ten, and he 
thought it best to be careful of his boats. General Halleck, 
judging from the following dispatch, seetns to have concurred 
in this opinion : 

" IlEAI>-QIIAKTEEe OF THE DEfAKTMENT OF TEE JMjSSiSSirPI, ) 

St.Louis, Ma/rch 31, 1803. ) 

" SiR.^I have just received your report (without date) of your opera- 
tions against the eaeray's batteries in the vicinity of Island No. Ten. 
While I am certain that you have done every thing that could be done 
successfnliy to reduce these works, I am very glad tliat yon have not un- 
necessarily exposed your gun-boata. If they had been disabled, it would 
have been a moat serious loss to ns in the iiiture operations of the cam- 
paign ; whereas the reduction of these batteries, this week or next, is a 
inatt«r of very little importance indeed. I think it will turn otit in the 
end that it is much better for us that they are not reduced till we can 
fully cut off the retreat of their ti'oops. 

"Every thing is now progressing wcU on the Tennessee Kiver toward 
T 



Hosted byGoogle 



276 Life of Admiral Foote. 

opening yowr way down the Mississippi. The reduction of these works 
is only a question of time, and we are in no hurry on that point. Notli- 
ing is lost by a little delay there. lam directing all my attention now to 
another object, and when that is accomplished the enemy must eva^nate 
or surrender. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" H. W. Haj.lbck, Major-General Commanding. 
" riag-Offlcer Foote, commanding Naval Forces." 

Foote himself eamo to the eoiidusion that the only effectual 
way of taking the island was to send boats and transports to 
General Pope, in order that he might cross the river from be- 
low, and attack the rebel works fi'om the Tennessee shore. 
But how to get them to him was the question. To pass the 
forts was generally considered impracticable. Two councils 
of all the captains of the fleet were called together by Foote, 
and they voted that the thing was too hazardous. This plan 
therefore, for the time, was abandoned. The other plan was 
to send boats around the forts and island, through the swamps 
on the w(«torn side of the Mississippi, biinging them out at 
New Madrid. Ho thus reports concerning this: 

"U. S. Flag-Ship 'Benton,' Iblakd No. Ten, ) 

"Stii,^8ince my communication of the 30th instant we have beea 
lying off the forts at long range, occasionally giving a rifle-shot, and more 
frequently throwing mortar-shells upon the island and at the fortifica- 
tions on the Tennessee shore. The rebels still hold the forts, but the en- 
campments are moved beyond range, with a sufficient nnmber of men to 
serve their heavy guns, which seem to be well protected from our shells 
by their breastworks. A communication from General Halleck (a copy 
of which is inclosed) leads me to hope that we may yet derive support 
ii-om the Army, u'respective of General Pope's force, which will ci'oss over 
ii-om New Madrid and attack the enemy in the rear, while we make the 
attack in front, in case we succeed in getting two steamers and several 
cutters, which are now working their way toward that point, through the 
bayous or sloughs. Should this effort be successful, I hope to hear that 
a land force of some ten thousand men will be in the rebels' rear in the 
course of Ave or six days. With the exception of a ridge of higher laud 
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oil tlie river bank of the Tennessee side, from directly opposite ITew 
Madrid to nearly opposite Island No. Ten, tlie whole countiy is inunda- 
ted, or at least so much so as to prevent troops from othei' points reach- 
ing the rebels' rear, showing how admirably their position has been 
chosen for defense. 

"We now have here six iron-plated gun-boats, one wooden gun-boat, 
the Cmeatoga, and sixteen mortar-boats ; one iron-clad gun-boat being at 
Nashville, one guarding Columbus and Hiekman— the two wooden boats 
up the Tennessee ; while the Emsi^ Commander Porter, is repairing at 8t. 
Louis. We have all the mortar-boats we can use to any advantage, and 
still want two tow-boats for these, of greater foi^ce, as we have a strong 
current, reijuiring the greatest vigilance to prevent them and the gun- 
boats fi-oni being carried down stream, from the want of steam-power of 
the latter. Colonel Buford, commanding the troops, has a force of be- 
tween nineteen hundred and two thousand men ; but who, in fiurt, living, 
as they necessarily do, aboard tlie transports— the banks being over- 
iiowed, and they surrounded by water— can not accomplish any thing of 
consequence. Thus we are waiting to open communication with General 
Pope at New Madrid. 

"I forward herewith a copy of a letter sent me by General Strong, 
commanding at Cairo, from which it will bo seen that the rebels have 
thui^en gun-boats, independent of the flvo below New Madrid, and the 
Manai^as, or ram, at Memphis. I presume that these boats are not equal 
to ours; still we have no means of ascertaining their cliaracter, especially 
those at New Orleans. I have ordered the rifle-guns as they arrive at 
Cairo fo be sent to us, as our rifles are unsafe, and must be condemned as 
soon as othei-s can he supplied. The rifle-shells, as well as those of the 
8-inch guns and thirty-twos, also bm'st prematurely, and I have been 
obliged fo drown all fuses for a distance esceeding one thousand yards. 

"I shall proceed with caution in our work here, being fully aware ol 
OM disadvantages. K, however, any disaster should occur from circum- 
stances beyond my control, I have ordered the two iron-clad gun-boats 
Gairo and LouiniiOe, with the wooden boats Ta/ijlor and Ledngtan, to meet 
at Cairo, or as far down as Columbus, and even Hickman, to prevent the 
rebel gun-boats from ascending the river beyond Cairo, which place is 
now so nearly overflowed as to render it necessary for us to remove all 
oor ammunition. I have the honor to be, etc., 

"A. II. FooTE, Flag-OfEcer. 
" The Hon. Gideon Welles." 
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The Oldening of the canal, fifty feet wide and twelve miles 
long, from the bend of the Mississippi near Island No. Eight, 
across the neck of the swampy peinMSula, to the neighborhood 
of New Madrid, was the joint work of the Anny and Navy, 
and was one of the most energetic and remarkable achieve- 
ments of the war. It was actually snggeated by General 
Schnyler Hamilton, and was executed in the space of about 
two weeks, nnder the command of Colonel Bisael. Three 
fonrths of a mile was through solid earth, and six miles of the 
way was hewn through a dense growth of heavy timber, 
which had to be cut off in some places four feet under water.* 
Advantage was taken of narrow channels connecting bayous, 
or places with more open water, and near New Madrid a small 
stream ran down frorn tlie swamp, which aided the enterprise; 
but it was a heronleau task, and for nineteen days soldiere and 
sailors worked and floimdered together in water and mud, cut- 
ting down and dragging out trees and stnmps, witli capstans, 
saws, and axes. Four light steamers and two or three gun- 
barges aided them in this. It was impracticable to make a 
passage deep enough for Uie gi-eat gun-boats; but, after in- 
credil)le labor, the canal was finished, and in the first week of 
April a small fleet of light stearnei-s and transports, gliding 
through the depths of a Mississippi forest, reached New Mad- 
I'id, with the almost wild rejoiciings of the troops there. In 
. lhe mean time, on the Ist of Apiil, a gallant feat was done by 
a boat expedition manned by seamen of the Menton and four 
other gun-boats, with fifty soldiers, the whole under the com- 
mand of Colonel George W. Eoberts, of the Second Illinois 
Volunteers. At eleven o'clock at night they started, rowing 
softly, and hugging the eastern shore in the shadow. Tiiey 
proceeded to the upper (Rucker's) batteiy, or tlie first of the 
seven forts on the Tennessee shoi-e, and as they approached 

* Lossliig's " Civil War in America," vol. ii., p. 344. 
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within thirty feet the sentinels perceived them, uttered a ciy 
of siii'prise, fired, and fled. The alarm was also eomuuinicated 
to the rebel steamer O-eanvpus; but the movements of the in- 
vaders were rapid ; tliej landed, threw out a detachment of 
twenty men between the battery and the rebel camp, and pi-o- 
eeeded to spike the guns, whieh they did successfully, and re- 
turned witiiout loss to the fleet, although the rebel steamer 
was already beai-ing down upon them. This shore-battery, 
consisting of eleven guns, one of them a 10-inch columbiad, 
was one of the most formidable batteries of the enemy, at]d 
was so situated that for a boat to run by it it must pass within 
three hundred yards of the fort. The commodore speaks of 
this expedition in a letter to his wife : 

" PLAC-8TEAMEIt 'BbBTOK,' OFF ISLAND No. TbS, ) ' 

April 3, 1863. f 

" Mt i>eab Wife,— Ths mail arrived at 9 P.M. last night, but brought 
me no tidings from you, ^vliicli leaves me in a feverish state of excite- 
ment, as your letter three days ago spoke of your own and the children's 
illness. The GmMoga will soon be down with the mail, and I pray God 
that the news from you may be good, or more favorable. 

"The expedition last niglit was entirely successful, as you will have 
heard from my telegram before receiving this. We have spiked all the 
guns in No. One, oi- the flrat fort on the Tennessee shore above No. Ten. 
The sentinels flred on our boats and ran, while our men jumped from the 
boats into the fort and spiked their guns, and got safely off. Just as they 
reached this vessel a squall of thunder and lightning of the most terrific 
character struck us as if it would destioj our fleet; but, thank God, no 
serious damage has been clone e\cept to two steamers, which fouled tlie 
Gindnnati. The rebels ate finn^ bnskly upon us this morning, which 
we are returning I suppose they are indignant and demoralized some- 
what at the spikmg of their gang No other news. I will write more 
when the mail comes In the mean time, rest assured that, next to God, 
you and the dear children are in my thoughts. I send from a rebel pa- 
per a good piece, which you must apply to yourself and children. I 
know yon will '^mfiird is m my cabin, and dines with us to-day. He 
is in tolerable spiuti ^ e dll teel a little more encouiaged from putting 
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to rest Fort No. One. The men are singmg psalm tunes near the cabin, 
but, I am sorry to say, I hear more oaths than praises among them, 
Secretai'y Scott has been to see me thb moiiiing. He, as well as Colo- 
nel Buford, rather urge me on to a flght, but I resist and am cautious, 
and they have great confidence in my judgment. Read the rebel alip, 
and tell me if you do not iully indorse it, come what will. William often 
expressed Christiou sentiments. I will add a word if the mail come be- 
fore this goes, which is doubtflil. Affectionately, A. H. F." 

One of the obstacles in tlie way of sending a gun-boat down 
the river past the forts was removed, and another formidable 
obstacle was the, next day also done away by the destruction 
of the enemy's floating batteiy, moored at the head of t!io isl- 
and. The flag-officer thus speaks of it in his dispateh : 

"Cairo, jI^j^ 4, 1863. 

"This morning the Benton, (KncinnaU, and PUtskiTg, with three mor- 
tar-boats, opened, and continued more than an hour, a fire on the rebels' 
heayj floating batteiy at Island No. Ten, when the latter, having received 
several shells from the rifles and mortars, cut loose from her moorings 
and drifted down the river two or three miles. The shells were thrown 
from the rifles into the different forts of the island, and into the rebel 
batteries lining the Tennessee shore. The return Are produced no effect 
on the squadron. No more men than were actually necessary to man the 
batteries were visible. A. H. Footb, Flag-Ofijcer. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy." 

Thus tlie flag-oflicer was gradually feeling his way, in his 
own method and time, toward making the move which should 
secure the capture of Island No. Ten. It is true that General 
Pope, waiting unemployed after his straggle and snecess at 
New Madrid, began to be extremely impatient ; it is true that 
the country itself began to think that it was time for the 
downfall of tlie deliant stronghold — the bey of tlie Mississip- 
pi, as it was considered ; it is true that our naval Marcellus 
seemed to have suddenly become a very Fabius in his cau- 
tion; it is true tliat Fan-agut iiad turned his prow up stream 
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at New Orleans, and bad sent word that he would meet Foote 
coming down the Mississippi; yet it ie also trne that up to 
tliie point Foote (whether he erred or not in judgment) did 
not tliink that tlie time had come to safely try the last experi- 
ment, to make the grand throw ; and it is also trae that what 
he there did, and at the time he did it, won the long-contested 
prize, and it dropped like ripened fruit into his waiting hand. 
It is not impossible that the desired end might more speedily 
have been attained by the same means that was finally em- 
ployed—but we defer the account of the completion of this 
hard contest to another chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

OF ISLAND MUMBEE TEN. 

FooTB was now waiting for a favorable moment, or, in other 
words, for a dark night, to carry out tlie plan, of the necessity 
of which he had become fully convinced, and wiiich was also 
earnestly urged by General Pope, to send a gun-boat down 
past the batteries. He had lessened tlie difficulties of the feat 
by silenciTig the rebels' npper and floating batteries; and he 
had issued the following general order to Commander Walke, 
of tlie OarondeUt : 

" U. S. FLAft-STBAMER ' Bkktoh,' OFF IsLASD No. Ten, | 

" SiK, — Tou will avail yourself of the first fog or rainj night, and drift 
your steamer down past the hatteries on the Tennessee shore and Island 
No. Ten until jou reach New Madrid. 

" I assign JOU this service, as it is vitally important to tlie capture of 
this place that a gwn-boat should soon be at New Madrid for the pur- 
pose of covering General Pope's army while he ci'osses at that point to 
the opposite shore, or to the Tennessee side of the river, that he may 
move his array up to Islaad No, Ten, and attack the rebels in rear while 
we attack them in front. 

" Should you succeed in reaching General Pope, you will freely confer 
with him, and adopt his suggestions, so far as your superior knowledge 
of what your boat will perform and enable you to do, for the purpose of 
protecting his force while crossing the river. 

" Ton will also, if you have coal, and the current of the river wiil per- 
mit, st«am up the river while the army moves, for tlie purpose of attack- 
ing their fortifications. Still, you will act cautiously here, as your own 
will he the only boat below. 

" Ton will capture or destroy the I'ehel steam gun-boat Grampus and 
the transports, if possible, between this place aud Island No. Ten, at such 
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time as will not embarrass you in placing yourself in comniuincation with 
General Pope at the eailiest possible time after leaving this place. 

" On this delicate and somewhat hazardous seiTice to whict I assign 
you, I must enjoin upon you the importance of keeping jour Jiglita se- 
creted in the hold or put out, keeping your officers and men from speak- 
ing above a whisper when passing the forts, and then only on duty ; and 
of using every other precaution to prevent the rebels suspecting that you 
are dropping below their batteries. 

" If you successfully perform the duty assigned you, which you so 
willingly undertake, it will reflect the highest credit upon you and all 
belonging to your vessel ; and I douiit not but that the government will 
fully appreciat* and reward yoit for a service which, I trust, will enable 
the army to ci-obs the river and make a successful attack in rear while 
we storm the batteries in front. 

" Commending you and all who compose your command to the care 
and protection of God, who rules and directs all things, I am, respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, A. H. Footb, Flag-Officer, 

" Commander H. Walke, commanding OarondeM. 

"P. 8.— Should you meet with disaster, you will, as a last resort, de- 
stroy the steam machineiy ; and, if impossible to escape, set fire to your 
gun-boat or sink her, and prevent her fi'om falling into the hands of the 
rebels. A. H, F," 

After comparing together many accounts, both official and 
private, aud after personal convei-satioii with Admiral Walke, 
the chief actor in the scene, we have thonght that all the facta 
and features of this extraordinary passage of the C'arondelet 
are so accurately and graphically given in the following nar- 
rative that we could not do better than to transfer it in ex- 
tenso into Our pages : 

" On the morning of the 4th of April preparations were begun for exe- 
cuting the above order* should the state of tie weather permit. The 
deck was defended somewhat against plunging shot by planks stripped 
from the wreck of an old barge. All surplus chains were coiled over 
the most vulnerable parts of the boat^a device employed soon after at 
New Orleans on a larger scale. A very large hawser (H-inch) was wound 

=" The order referred to is the one which has just preceded. 
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around, the pilot-liouae as high aa the windows ; the hammocks were 
stowed in tbe nettings; ami, for greater security still, coiii-wood was 
piled up aronnd the boilers on the exposed side ; aiid eveiy other pre- 
caution that ingenuity could suggest was used to render the boat safe 
during her siiort but perilous Toyage. Each changing aspect of the 
heavens was anxiously studied during the daj, for in a bright, ciear 
night the passage would have been nearly as dangerous as at midday ; 
and the moon was at a stage when her light would have revealed the 
boat as fiillj, for every purpose of the rebel gunnel's, as the sun itself. 

" Late in the afternoon there was every prospect of a clear, moonlight 
night, and it was detennined to wait until the moon was down, and then 
to make the attempt, whatever the prospect rhight be, because, alter such 
extensive prepai'ations had been made, the moral effect of abandoning 
the scheme would be nearly equal to a failure. At sundown, however, 
there were signs of an approaching change in the weather. A haze be- 
gan to spread itself over the more distant scene, and to creep along the 
rivei'. The wind shifted, and, as evening drew on, dark clouds, indi- 
caUng a thunder-stonn, began to lift themselves above the northwestern 
horizon. The precautions adopted were very minute, and the orders for 
observing them were poative and strict. No lights were to be allowed 
where they could be visible; the guns were all run in, and the ports 
were closed. The sailors were all heavily armed ; pistols, cutlasses, mus- 
kets, and boarding-pikes were within reach on ^1 sides or in hand, on 
the supposition that, if the vessel should be partially disabled, there 
■would be an attempt to capture her by boarding. Hand-grenades were 
provided, and hose was attached to the boilers forthrowing scalding wa- 
ter over any who might attempt to board. 

"It was decided to sink the boat rather than bum her, if it should 
be found impossible to save her, because tbe loss of life would probably 
be very great by the explosion of her magazine. At dusk, twenty 
sharpshooters came on board from the Forty-second Dlinois Begiment, 
under Captain Hollenstein. At eight o'clock the gun-boat went up the 
river about a mile for a bai^ containing baled hay, which was to be 
lashed to the exposed side. One course of bales was laid over the stem 
casemates, as these would be exposed for a long distance after the bat- 
teries had been passed. Tlie barge and the piled hay reached as high as 
the broadside port-holes ; but as the batteries on shore were some twenty 
feet above water, the protection thus given was not very important. 

" At ten o'clock the moon had gone down, and the sky, the earth, and 
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the river were alike hidden in the black siiatlow of the thimder-stonn, 
which had now spread itself over all the heavena. The time seemed most 
opportune for starting ; the order was given, the lines cast off, and, with 
her barge of hay on one aide, and another with coal on the starboard side, 
the gun-boat rounded out heavily and slowly, and laid her course down 
the river. In order to avoid the puffing sound of the high-pi'essure en- 
gine, the escape-steam wm led into the wheel-house, where its harsh voice 
was mufiiecl — a device which probably led to their discovery by the fire 
from the chimneys. For half a mile every thing went smoothly and 
quietly, and nil thought they might succeed in passing the batteries un- 
olMerved, when suddenly a bright, steady flame rose several feet high 
from each chimney-top, and for a moment it seemed as if the steamer 
was carrying aloft two immense torches to light her on her way. Her 
upper decks and all about her brightened for a moment in the red glai-e. 
Strange as it may appear, what was deemed by all a serious accident, 
which would bring upon them at once the enemy's fire, created no move- 
ment in the rebel batteries. When nearly opposite the upper fort the 
chimneys again fflok fire, and at once the sentinels there gave the alarm 
to the fort below by firing their muskets, 

" Signal-rockets were sent up both from the mainland and the island, 
and a cannon-shot came fi«m Fort ETo. Two. It was evident that the 
alarm was now thoroughly given. Not a shot, however, came from the 
upper battery— a fact which showed how thoroughly its dangerous guns 
had been rflenced by the party that had landed and spiked them.* This, 
and the drifting away of the floating battery, had had very much to do 
with the safety of the CanmdeM. 

"But one course was now pos^ble for the officers of the gun-boat. 
The vessel was at once put under inll head of steam, and was urged down 
the river at her utmost speed, for the rebels were now making swift prep- 
arations at every gun that could be brought to hear. The storm was 
then at its height; and ila fearful character, which would have been 
thought dangerous at any other time, was welcomed as increasing the 
chances of escape. The darkness was so intense as to shut out earth and 
heaven alike, except as lighted momentarily by the lightning's glare. 
The gleam and roar of the guns of the batteries could scarcely be dis- 

* This is not entirely correct, as it is known that Fort No. One fired 
shnts within twenty-four hours after the spiking, and fired at the boat 
this night. 
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tiiiguiBhed from the flash and the thunder of the cloud. The fires of 
heayen and earth were mingled, and none could tell whether the deck 
were shaken by the esplosion ahove or the cannon below. The rain fell 
in the sweeping ton-ents of a summer shower. Shot and shell, and rifle 

nd m k t balls ng and shrieked and roared around so as to be heard 
abo 1 t m. Each flash of lightning revealed the rebels loading, 
tan 1 fl ng their guns as the boat came within range. The 

t am al n as d closed for a moment ; but aa she was moving swiftly 
w tl th UT nt was nearly impossible to get her range; it was evi- 
dent that wl at IS alied a chance shot would strike her. Most of the 
balls an I h 11 fl w high above her, owing to the fact that the altema* 
tl BS 1 1 ht and larkne^ were so rapid as to deceive the enemy's gun- 
ners as to the gun-boat's position. She was much nearer to them than 
they supposed, and they fired at a wrong elevation. The boat was guided 
as close along the bank as she could safely run — where, indeed, it would 
have been difficult to depress their guns bo as t» strike her, even had she 
been plainly seen. At this point their greatest danger was not from the 
rebel batteries : the current was not only rapid, but shifted irom side to 
side with tbe sharp curve of tbe stream ; and bars also ran out from 
either shore. The intense darkness prevented the pilots from knowing 
the exact position of the boat ; and the pilots learned their position only 
as they caught glimpses of the shore by the flashes of lightning. On the 
forecastle the lead was kept going, and the dqjth of water was constantly 
reported. It contributed largely to the steamer's safety that she had on 
board Captain Hoel, first-master of the (MneinnaU, who had been engaged 
in nav%ating the Mis«ssippi for more than twenty years. This gentle- 
man stood on the deck, exposed to the double torrent of rain and bul- 
lets; and, watching for each momentary revelation which the lightning 
made, gave directions for steering the boat. The gleams of lightning, 
the momentary report of tbe soundings, and his intimate knowledge of 
localities, enabled Captain Hoel to judge correctly, in the mam, of the 
gun-boat's position. Once, however, during the passage she was in great 
danger of being lost. The steamboat and her barges, of course, presented 
a very large suAce to the curi'ent, and this gave her occasionally a heavy 
sheer. In the darkness and the blinding i-usli of the storm this was 
not always on the instant noticed. Caught in this manner by the swift 
stream, she was drifting toward a dangerous bar, where she would have 
grounded imder the guns of the batteries, when a broad flash lit up the 
river a moment, followed instantly by the sharp, repeated command, 



Hosted byGoogle 



Running the Blockade. 287 

Hard a port'' aad 'he ohLjed hei' helm, and regained the current just 
in aeison to aa^e her 

" C ontrarj to e"*pectation, they found no battery at the foot of the isl- 
and, where it was reported that one of the long-range guns had been 
planted The flostiug battery, which had drifted from its moorings at 
the head of the island, ■« as three miles below, and thb remained to be 
passed As the GaioadtM wais not in a fighting trim, she kept close to 
the Missouri shore, the batteiy firing only a few harmless shots as she 
passed , and then the penl of the passage was over, and exulting shouts 
bui'st trom the ciew and the soldiers; and the signal-guns were flred 
mnoimcmg their safety to the fleet above ; and soon the gun-boat round- 
ed to at New Madnd, wekomed by bonfires and every possible eshi- 
liitiott of joy All telt that tl f te ot Island No. Ten at length was 
sealed In ronndmg to a 1 ht ac 1 nt occurred, tlu'ough a misun- 
derstanding of an orde by tl e en n r, and the boat was nin hard 
agifiund but after an 1 t fl -t I shifting some of the bow guns 

to the stem and bringing all th m n alt she was safely backed off, and 
the perilous voyage was over at 1 A.M."* 

Foote sent the following dispatcli to Pope : 

" U. 8. Flag-Ship ' Bbnton,' off Island Ko. Ten, 1 
April i, 1863. ) 

" Gbkebal, — The gun-boat Cammddet, Commander Walke, left her 
anchorage this evening at ten o'clock, in a heavy thunder-storm, for the 
pui'pose of running the fire of the battecies on Island No. Ten and those 
lining the Teimesaee shore, to join your forces at New Madrid. By a 
previous concerted signal of three minute-guns, twice fired at intervals 
of five minutes, which have since been heard, as near as the heavy tliun- 
der would enable us to ascertain, leads me to hope that the blockade has 
been run successfully, although the batteries opened upon her with forty- 
seven guns while passing. 

" I am, therefore, so exceedingly anxious to hear the iate of the noble 
officers and men who were so readily disposed to attempt the hazardous 
service, that I beg you will immediately inform me by bearer if Comr 
mander Walke have ai-rived with his vessel, and the condition in which 
you find her and her officers and men. I am, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, A. H. Pootb, Flag-Officer. 

" Major-General Pope, comuianding Army at New Madrid, Mo." 

*Boynton's"Hist.of the Navy duringtheEebellion," vol.i., p. 549 seq. 
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General Pope at .once answered this, and acooinpaiiied his 
answer with a strong request tliat another giin-hoat should 
be sent down to giiai'd the transports in conveying over the 
troops, which request was complied with by the Pittsburg's 
nuining the batteries and the fire of seventy-three guns on the 
night of the 6th, also in a heavy thunder-storm. Commander 
Walke's dispatch to his ilag-officer relative to the Carondelefs 
aohicveinont was as follows: 

" U, S. Gun-boat ' Caeondelet,' New Madho), 1 
Apnl 5, 1803. f 

" Silt, — I bave ths honor to report my arrival here last night abont 
one o'clock— all lyell. On our way all of the rebel batteries and a large 
number of infenti-y opened lire upon ns, which was continued until we 
were out of range. Providentially, no damage was done to the vessel or 
the officers and crew, who conducted themselves with admirable courage 
snd fidelity. The terrible storm which prevailed at the time rendered it 
impossible to make any reliable observation. 

" Jlost respectfully, sli', jour obedient servant, 

" H. 'Walkb, Commander U. S, Navy. 
" Flag-Offlcer A. H. Poote, commanding U. S. 1 
Naval Forces, Western Waters." f 

In a letter to his wife at this time, tlie ranning of the Pitts- 
burg past tJie batteries is spoken of by Commodore Foote : 
" Flag-Stbambr ' Bbbton,' ^pj'iZ 7, 1863. 

"My deah Wipe,— ' Anxious night,' as Dr. used to say when 

lie charged five dollars for his visit. Commander Thompson, whom 
you well know, ran the blockade last night in a heavy thunder-storm 
with the Pitt^wg, under a fire of seventy-three heavy guns. We don't 
know yet whether he is hnrt vitally or not; but the scene was terrific 
and grand, as you may imagine. At two A.M. Thompson started, and 
we could only see him as the lightning flashed, I am anxious to hear 
from him, though I slept well. A terrible cannonading is going on 
near New Madrid, caused, no doubt, by Walke and Thompson fighting 
the rebel batteries where General Pope must land to get liere. They 
will prove too much for the rebels in my opinion. Thus we go ahead 
slowly, and God grant that we soon may take No. Ten, and all in and 
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around it. The crisis is dose at hand, and. we are anxious to meet after 
this long suspense. My foot is stoiw qaa. A chronic tenderness and 
swelling, imcomfortable up to the knee at times. I have no apprehen- 
sion of a serious result ; but it greatly impairs my actiyity and efficiency, 
as I can not inspect the steamers or make alterations. Still, we must 
submit to all that God sends us. 

" I have a great deal of writing to do, and much in the way of grant- 
ing interviews and giving orders, which, as I trust nobody else to do, 
you will excuse my short and hurried letters. I will add, if any thing 
come up before mail. I write you, and have done so for ten or twenty 
days, every day. Do you get all my letters % I send some of Prentice's 
criticisms in the Louisville Jonrfial. 

"Mail ready. Very affectionately, with kisses and love to all, 

"A. H. FOOTE." 

On the 7th, in the morning, the two gnu-boats that had ran 
the batteries went dowii the river and attacked and silenced 
the enemy's field-gnns that had been stationed to prevent the 
crossing of the land forces. Thereupon the transports with 
the troops immediately prepared to cross the river; but be- 
fore this was accomplished, the rebels saw that their works 
were rendered defenseless, and they commenced abandoning 
the batteries along the Tennessee and Kentuckj' shores that 
Foote was on the point of attacking with a grand assault in 
conaperation with the Army, Kq^nal consternation prevailed 
at Island Ko. Ten ; and at twenty-five minutes past three on 
the morning of the Ttli of April a flag of truce came to Com- 
modore Footo, surrendering to him the island. The surrender 
was made even before the news had arrived at the island of 
the silencing of the field-guns below, and the crossing of Gen- 
eral Pope's army to the Tennessee side. Pope's forcra, as 
soon as they were landed, were marched toward Tiptonvillo, 
to intercept the rebels retreating fi-ora the batteries and from 
Island No, Ten. They were successful in this, and drove the 
fleeing enemy into the swamps, and on the 8th made them 
prisoners in large niimbere, but few escaping. Thus, aldiough 
U 
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the Array and Navy were co-operative in the capture of this 
important stronghold, and both were essential to this end, 
Island No. Ten was at the last actually surrendered to the 
gun-boats. The following are Flag-Officer Footo's official re- 
ports of the event : 

" FLAG-STEAlitEB ' BeNTON,' OFF TsLAMT) NO, TliN, 1 

April 8—3 A.M. \ 

" My telegram, three hours since, informed the Department that Island 
No. Ten had surrendered to the gun-boats. Captain Phelps has this in- 
stant returned, after having had an interview with the late commandant. 
I have requested General Bnford, commanding the troops, to proceed 
immediately, in company with two of the gun-boats, and take posseasion 
of the island. The hatteries on tlie Tennessee aliore have been hastily 
evacuated, where we shall find, no doubt, in the morning, large quanti- 
ties of munitions of war. 

" I communicate with General Pope, who has, under cover of the two 
gun-boats wliich gallantly ran the blockade, crossed the river in force, 
and was ready, as well as the gnn and mortar boats, with General B«- 
ford and his troops, to make a simultaneous attack upon the rebels, had 
they not so hastily evacuated the Tennessee shore and suri'endered Island 
No. Ten. A ftill report will be made as soon as we can obtain possession 
of the land-batteries, and I am able to communicate with General Pope. 
" A. H. Foote, Flag-OiRcer. 
"The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy," 

" FLAa-Smp ' Bbhton,' Island No. Ten, 1 
AprU 8, 1862 (via Cairo). j 

" I have the honor to inform the Department that since I sent the tele- 
gram last night announcing the surrender to me of Island No. Ten, pos- 
session has been taken of both the island and the works upon the Ten- 
nessee shore by the gun-boats and the troops under command of General 
Buford. Seventeen officers and three hundred and sixty-eight privates, 
beades one hundred of their sick and one hundred men employed on 
board the transports, are in our hands, unconditional prisoners of war. 

" I have caused a hasty examination to be made of the forts, batteries, 
and munitions of war captured. There are eleven earthworks, with sev- 
enty lieavy cannon, varying in calibre fi'om 33 to 100 pounders, rifled. 
The magazines are well supplied with powder, and there are lai'ge quan- 
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fities of shot, stellg, and other inunitions of war, and also great quanti- 
ties of proTisions. Four steamers afloat have fallen into our hands, and 
two others, with the rebel gun-boat Grampus, are sunk, but will be easily 
raised. The floating battery of sixteen heayj guns, turned adrift bj 
the rebels, is said to be Ijing on the Missouri shore below New Madrid. 
Two wharf-boats, loaded with provisions, are also in our possession. 

" The enemy upon the mainland appears to have fled with great pre- 
cipitation after daik last night, having, m manj ciscs, h'klf prepared 
meals in their quarteis and there seems to have been no concert of 
action between the iebel> upon the island and those occupying the 
shoie, but the latter fled leaving the former to their fate The«e 
works, elected with the highest engineenng skill, are of great strength, 
and, with their nituril advantages w Id h been impregnable if de 
fended by men fighting m a bett 

"A combined attack of the n 1 d 1 I f era would have taken 
place this afternoon or to-mon w e I 3 not the rebels aban- 

doned this atronghold. To mat th j 1 f attack, absolutely re- 
quired the last twenty-three day f p p t General Pope is mo- 
mentarily expected to arrive with h ny t tl point, he having suc- 
cessfidly crossed the river yesterd y 1 by fire, which, no doubt, 
led to the hasty abandonment of the works last night. I am unofficially 
informed that tlie two gun-boata which so gallantly ran the fire of the 
rebel batteries a few nights since, yesterday attacked and reduced a fort 
of tlie enemy opposite, mounting eight heavy guns. 

" I am, sir, respectfully, etc., 

"A. H. FooTB, 
" Flag-Officer, commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, 

" The Hon. Gideon "Welles, Secretary of the Navy." 

In regard to the operations below the island of the two 
gun-boats, the Oarondelet and the Pittsburg, that were so 
effective in the final result, this is the commodore's report : 

" U. S. Fr.AG-STBAMBK ' Bbstok,' off Island No. Ten, ) 

Ap}-il 11, 1803. ] 

" Sib, — I have the honor to inclose a report from Commander Walke, 

of the gun-boat Ga/ron/Met, detailing the services rendered by him and 

the Pittshirg, Lieutenant - Commanding Thompson, in the vicinity of 

New Madrid, from which it will be seen that the boats opened upon and 
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effectually silenced and captured several heavy batteries on the Tennes- 
see side of tile river, on the eth and Tth instant, without which destruc- 
tion it would have beeu impossible for General Pope to have crossed the 
river for tlie purpose of attacking the rebels in the rear at Island Ho. 
Ten, while the gon and mortar boats would make the attack in front 

"There has been an effective and harmonions co-operation between 
the land and naval forces, which has, under Providence, led to the glo- 
rious result of the ft,ll of this stronghold. Island No. Ten, with the gai'- 
rison and munitions of war ; and I regret to see in the dispatches of 
Major-General Halleck, fi-om St. Louis, no reference is made to the capt- 
ure of forts, and the continuous shelling of gun and mortar boats, and 
the Navy's receiving the sun'ender of Island No. Ten, when, in reality, it 
should be i-ecorded as an historical lact that both services equally con- 
tributed to the victory— a bloodless victoi^y — more creditable to hu- 
manity than if thousands had been slain, 

" I also inclose reports from LieutenantB-Oommanding Gwin and Shirk, 
of the gun-boats T/tyW and L&emgto-n~, on the Tennessee, giving a graphic 
account of that great battle, and the assktance rendered by these boats 
near Pittsburg ; staring that ' when the left wing of our army was being 
driven into the river, at short range, thej opened fire upon the enemy, 
silencing them, and, as I hear from many army officers who were on the 
field, totally demoralizing their forces, and driving them from their posi- 
tion in a perfect rout in the space of ten minutes.' 

"These officere and men, as well as those of the Gairon&eM and PitU- 
hurg, behaved with a degi'ee of gallantly highly creditable to themselves 
and the Navy. 

"I proceed to-day, with the enrire flotilla, to New Madrid, and leave 
to-morrow for Fort Pillow, or the next point down the river which may 
attempt to resist the raising of the blockade. 

" I have the honor to be, very respectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

" A. H. PooTE, Flag-Offlcer. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretaiy of the Navy, Washington, D. 0." 

Foote was extremely jealons of the reputation of his little 
fleet, and we can not blame the pertinacity with which ho in- 
sists upon justice being rendered to the brave men who did bo 
much, to clear Kentucky and Tenne^eo and the Mssiasippi 
Biver of all the obstacles that the enemy, with their utmost 
effort and skill, conld rear. The capture of Island No. Ten- 
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concerning -which the enemy is reported to have said, " Thus 
far shalt thou go and no farther "■ — was a great event ; and 
coming simultaneously with the hard-won battle of Pittsburg 
Landing on the 6th and 7th, in which the gun-boata so effi- 
eiently participated, it produced a profound impreasion North 
and South ; and oneo more the Southern line of defense was 
broken, and the hopes of a northern advance of the rebel 
arms at the "West totally and forever frustrated. 

The taking of Island No.Ten was a tiiumph of the most de- 
cisive character. " The immber of prisoner taken by Pope 
and Foote together was seven thousand two himdred and sev- 
enty-three, including tlirce generals and two hundred and sev- 
enty-three field and company officers. The spoils of victory 
were nearly twenty batteries, with one Imndred and twenty- 
three cannon and mortars, the former varying from 32 to 100 
pounders; seven tlioueand small-arms; an immense amount 
of ammunition on the island and in magazines at points along 
the Kentucky and Tennessee shores ; many hundred horses 
and mules with wagons, and four steamers afloat,"* 

This most valuable victory, shared by the Army and Navy, 
the result of patience, mingled with timely action, and not 
even marred by the sorrow of sanguinary slaughter — a blood- 
less victory — was a fitting end to the active military career of 
him who was not a man of blood, though a man of the sword. 
But a few days more of honorable responsibility, anxiety, and 
suffering, and the longed-for rest camo. 

* Lossing's " Civil "War in America," vol. ii., p. 24T, 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

OPEEATIONS 01' FLEET AT FORT PILLOW. ILL -HEALTH, AND 

GIVING UP OF ACTIVE COMMAND. 

TfiE reception of the newa of the fall of Mand No. Ten by 
the government and country, although waited for long and 
■witli much impatience, was moat enthusiastic. The following 
letter of congratulation waa telegraphed to the commodore on 
the 9th of April : 

" Flag-Officee a, H. Foote, commandmg Gun-bo sits, Western Waters : 
"Snt, — A nation's thanks are due to jou and the brave officers and 
men of the flotilla on the Mississippi, whose labors and gallantry at Island 
No. Ten, which surrendered to you, have tor weeks been watched with 
intense interest. Tour triumph is not the less appreciated because it 
was protracted, and ftnally bloodless. 

"To that Being who has protected you through so many perils, and 
carried yoii onward thi-ough successive victories, be the praise for his 
continued goodness to our country, and especially for this last gi'sat suc- 

"Let the congratulations to yourself and your command bo also ex- 
tended to the ofiicers and soldiers who co-operated with you. 

"Gideon Welles, Secretaiy of the Navy." 

So greatly was confidence in the Union cause restored bj 
these victories at the West that government seenrities, which 
were two and a half and three per cent, below par, immedi- 
ately commanded a premium. Panic prevailed among the 
Confederates on tie Mississippi, even to New Orleans. Mar- 
tial law was proclaimed in Memphis, and the specie in the 
banks was removed to places of supposed safety.* 

" Lossing's " Civil War in America," vol. ii., p. 349. 
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Foote and Pope did not rest upon tlieir victory, but on the 
13th of April an army of twenty thousand men was con- 
voyed by the guii-boata down the river, and lan'dcd in the vi- 
cinity of Fort Pillow, just above Memphis, and the combined 
naval and land forces prepared t-o attack tliat fortification. 
Pive rebel gun-boats of Ilollins's fleet that came out to oppose 
them before they reached Fort Pillow were engaged, and were 
chased in under the protection of the guns of the fort. 

This engagement took place on Sunday morning, and when 
the hour for reading the service came, the commodore sug- 
gested that the firing should cease, and the crew be mustered 
for a brief space. He himself read the service ; and, after a 
short extemporaneous prayer, he set forth in clear and concise 
terms to the men that duty to one's country often called 
them to do, ae they vrere doing, something entirely opposed 
to the usual proper manner of observing the sacred day, and 
the reasons for this. The men listened attentively, as they 
always did, to his remarks, and then they were piped down 
to their work at the batteries. Several ehelk burst over the 
ship during this remarkable service. 

The plan marked out in these operations by Foote and Pope 
was that the mortar-boats, protected by the gun-boats, were to 
be placed on the Arkansas shore within range of the enemy's 
batteries, while General Pope was to strive to get into the 
rear of the fort, the boats attacking in front. 

During these active preparations for assault the following 
telegram reached the flag-officer, showing how useful and in- 
dispensable were his gnn-boats in anotlier quarter : 

" U. 8. G-UN-BOAT ' Taylok,' Pittsbdro, Tesnessee, \ 
April 14, 1863. | 

"I have the honor to inform you that tho TayUn- and LemtgUm con- 
voyed two transports, containing two thousand troops, infantry and cav- 
alry, Tindor the command of General Sherman, to Chickasaw, Alabama, 
where they disembarked, and proceeded rapidly to Bear Creek Bridge, 
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the crossing of tlie Memphis and Charleston Hoilroad, for the purpose of 
destrojing it, and as mucli of the trestle-work aa they could find. 

" I am happy to state that the expedition was entirely succe^ful. The ' 
bridge, consisting of two spans, one hundred and ten feet each, was com- 
pletely destroyed (j.«., the superstructure), together with some flvo hun- 
dred feet of trestle-work, and half a mile of telegraph line. 

"The rebels made a feeble resistance to our cavalry, one hundred and 
twenty in niimher ; but soon made a hasty retreat, losing four killed ; 

" I regret to state that, in firing a salute on the 13th, John D. Seymour, 
boatswain's mate, was so much injured by the premature discharge of a 
gun as to cause liia death yesterday morning, 

"Allow me to congratulate you, and those under your command, on 
your great success at Island No, Ten. Inclosed I send yoa Lieutenant- 
Commanding Shirk's report. Very respectfully, etc., 

"William Gwin, Lieutenant, 
" Com. Division of Gun-boats on Tennessee River. 
" Plag-Officer A. II. Foote, com. Naval Porees,"W"estem Waters," 

It was necessary to destroy the lines of railway eommiini- 
cation sonthward from Tennessee and Virginia, and thus to 
prevent the rapid reforming of the broken lines of rebel de- 
fense ; and the value of the gun-boats in this wort, both in 
conveying troops and in affording protection to transports, was 
great. These gnn-boats^the Tayt-or and tlie Lexington — we 
have seen, were an important means of saving our array from 
destruction at the terrible battle of Shiloh. If this almost 
equal battle had been decisively won by the Confederates, the 
gun-boats on the Tennessee, Cumberland, and Mississippi riv- 
ers would have been forced to play a prominent part in de- 
fending conquered territory, and in holding back the furious 
rebel advance; hence the cautiousness of Commodore Foote 
in not rashly exposing his vessels at Island No. Ten seemed to 
be far-sighted and wise. These vessels were also destined to 
perform much valuable additional service on the Mississippi ; 
and the names of the Benton, Cincinnati, Oarondelet, Louis- 
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viUe, figure in many hard-fought battles and sieges after their 
old flag-officer had been compelled to retire from tlieir com- 
mand. Ae the Trojan fleet become ahntffit like living person- 
ages to the reader of Vii^il, so these black gun-boats of our 
American "j^iies ^Tieas^'' with their varied qualities and for- . 
tunes, grow vividly familiar in the memory of one who studies 
the history of this little flotilla. 

la regard to the operations in front of Fort Pillow, which 
were actually the last that Commodore Poote was permitted 
to take an active personal share in, we give hie own accounts 
of them, for we have already discovered that much of the pub- 
lished history of ihe military operations at the West during 
the period when Foote was a prominent actor tlierein, is really 
nothing more than an embodiment of his letters and reports ; 
for be was the pen ae well as the sword of many of the scenes 
in which he was engaged. These are also interesting as being 
the last of his oflicia! papers : 

" Flaq-Steambk ' Bentoh,' off Fort Pn,Low, 1 
ApHl 14, 1862. \ 

" Sm, — I have the honor to report that on the 11th instaDt I proceeded 
with our flotilla from Island No. Ten to New Madrid, and left that place 
with all our force on the 13th instant, and anchored the same evening near 
and just below the Arkansas line, fifty miles distant from Kew Madrid. 

"Early in the morning. General Pope, with transports conveying hia 
army of twenty thousand men, awived from New Madiid. At eight 
o'clock five rebel gnn-boats rounded the point below us, when the gun- 
boats, the Benton ia advance, immediately got under way and proceeded 
in pursuit; and when within long range opened upon the rebels, fol- 
lowed by the Caronddet, Cineinnati, and other boats. After an exchange 
of some twenty shots, the rebel boats rapidly steamed down the river, 
and kept beyond our range until they reached the batteries of Fort Pil- 
low—a distance of more than thirty miles. We followed them to within 
a mile of Port Pillow, within easy range of their batteries, for the purpose 
of making a good reconnoiasance, at considerable expense, however; but 
it was not till we had rounded to and ran some distance up the stream that 
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the enemj opened upon ua, and then with no effect, their shot, moat of them, 
going beyond us. Having accomplished oiir object, I tied the flotDla up to 
the hanks of the Tennessee side, out of range of the foits, for the night. 

" General Pope, with Assistant-Secretary Scott, came aboard at 3 P. M., 
when it waa arranged that the mortar-boats should be placed in the 
morning on the Arkansas shore, within range of the forts, to he protected 
by the gun-boats ; and General Pope, with most of his force, should land 
five miles above, with the view of getting his axmy, if possible, to the 
rear of the fortifications, and make the attack in rear, while we should, 
with gun and mortar boats, attack them in ii-ont. 

" This place has a long line of fortifications, with guns of heavy cal- 
ibre ; their number and the number of their men I have not yet been able 
to ascertain. The secession feeling here, as I learn from several persons 
coming on hoard, is very strong; and they express the opinion that the 
resistance will be very determined. 

" Tliree P. JW.— General Pope has returned with his transports, and in- 
forms me that he is unable to reach the rear of the rebels from any point 
of tlie river above, and proposes to cut a canal on the Arkansas side, 
which vrill enable ns to get three or four of the gun-boats below, and 
thus enable him to cross the river below the upper forts, and thus cut 
off the batteries. "We shall thus have three iron-clads above and four 
below, which, I presume, will be all that will be required in case the six 
gun-boats of the rebels make an attack upon either division, as thi'co of 
our gun-boats ought successfully to coj* with six of theirs. 

" The mortars are now firing, and have driven the rebel gun-boats out 
of range down the river. 

"I shall continue to keep the Department advised of our movements. 

" The effects of my wound have quite a dispiriting effect upon me, 
from the increased inflammation and swelling of my foot and leg, which 
have induced a febrile action, depriving me of a good deal of sleep and 
energy. I can not give the wound that attention and rest it absolutely 
requires imtil this place is captured. 

" I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

"A. H. FooTB,riag-Offlcer. 

" The Hon. Gideon "Welles, Scci-etary of the Navy." 

We here insert a private letter, of which and similar let- 
ters Secretary Welles says: "I send herewith half a dozen 
lettei-H written by Admiral Footo in tlie spring of 1862, when, 
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suffering from wounds and domestic afflictions, with a load 
o£ care and responsibility upon him, he displayed the forti- 
tude, heroism, and resignation of the soldier and the Chris-, 
tian in these unofficial communications. They were written, 
I apprehend, in the most interesting and critical period of his 
life. They eshibit his devotion to his country under great 
trials and severe pereonal suffering. In them the character 
and qualities of the man and officer are displayed. " 

" Steamkr ' Benton,' off Fokt PmLow, April 17, 18G3. 

"My DEAit Str, — I am grateful to you beyond expression for your 
kind and sympathizing letter of the 9th instant. I feel it the more from 
our early intimate friendship, and especially at this time of affliction and 
bodily suffering, increased by our pecniiar position to-day through tbe 
miexpocted withdrawal of the army before this stronghold. I was quite 
hopeful last evening that in four days we should have this place, and be 
in Memphis in two more ; but General Pope's departure has really left us 
in quite a forlorn condition, comparaHTely speaking. The two regiments 
left are not of the right kind, and have no tools to work with. I will 
do all I can, but have little iiope of doing much in the face of such forts. 
It is the most trying position that a man can be placed in, as we can. not 
reinforce, while the enemy is receiving troops and gun-boats. 

" I did not foresee all this when I so truthfully stated my case to you, 
and left it with the Department to decide whether to keep me here or 
relieve me in view of the public interest, for I am ready to die for my 
country ; but I do hope that if disaster come you will vindicate my mem- 
ory, as I have been and am doing all that a man could do, althoagh now 
I am suffering so much I can not well attend to my duties, and am un- 
able to move except in case of great necessity — or, rather, to go oa deck 
on crutches with my foot raised causes increased iuflammation. 

" I am sorry to respond to your kind letter in such a dolorous strain ; 
but really I am weak, and have more to do than my strength enables me 
to perform properly. 

" We have seven iron-clads and one wooden gun-boat here, two wooden 
ones up the Tennessee Eiver, and one iron-clad at Hickman, near Co- 
lumbus. Please excuse this poor note. 

" With high esteem, yours truly, A. H. Footb. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles." 
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"U. 8. rLAG-STEAMBIt'BEBTON,' OFF FoHT PiLLOW, 1 

AfTil 17, 1862. ) 

" SiR,^ — I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday and 
'^ ^ J I d i I had, with General Pope, made such arrangements, 
by mbin my own with the forces of the army, that o 
of th t gl n seemed to be inevitahle in less than six days, 
str 1 jes fthiiS desirable result than I even entertained at Island 

N T n t li th tual surrender was tendered. ' Our object then, after 
le VI g f to garrison the place, was to proceed to Memphis inune- 
d t ly h I h ve good authority for stating, we would have been w- 
c 1 th t pposition. But the sudden withdrawal of the entire 
army t C 1 Pope this morning, under orders to proceed directly up 
the Tennessee River to join General Halleck's command at Pittsburg, Las 
frustrated the best -matured and most hopeful plans and expectations 
thus iar formed in this expedition. Two volunteer regiments, under 
command of Colonel Fitch, were left here by General Pope to co-operate 
with the flotdUa. While I deeply regret the withdrawal of General Pope's 
command, I am not at all questioning the propriety, and even the neces- 
sity, of its presence at Pittsburg; and I shall use every exertion with tlie 
force remaining to accomplish good results. 

" It is a very great object to obtain early possession of this place and 
Memphis, as ten of the rebel gun-boats are now at Port Pillow, and ton 
others are reported as en, rmte to Memphis, and daily expected at that 
place. It is reported that Commodore Hollins left Fort Pillow on Sun- 
day to bring up the heavy gun-boat Louidana, now about completed at 
New Oilcans. With the exception of this vessel, however, we have little 
to apprehend from the other rebel gun-boats, according to the represen- 
tations of the four or six deaerf«rs lately coming to us fi-om the gun-boats 
at Fort Pillow. At all evenfa, the Department may rest assured of every 
exertion being made on our part to accomplish the great work intrusted 
to this expedition. I have the honoi' to bo your obedient servant, 

"A. H. FoOTB, Flag-officer. 
" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy,WasHngton, D. C." 

" F. S. Flag-Steambb ' Bbnton,' off Fort Pillow, ) 
Api-U 19, 1863. I 

" Sib, — I have the honor to inform, the Department that since my last 
communication of the 17th instant we have been occasionally throwing 
shells into the rebel fortifications from the mortar-boats, which have been 
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retiimeil from their rifled guns, witinut producing any effeet. Ours have 
compelled one eneampment to remove its quarters ; and from several de- 
serters we learn that ttey have otherwise distm'bed them. 

" One or two examinationB made by Colonel Fiteh, commanding the 
two regiments left to co-operate with the flotilla by General Pope on 
withdrawing his army, haye been nnsuccessfiil thus ixi in finding a bayou 
for our boats, and a position below Fort Pillow where a battery can be 
placed to command the riyer below. I shall again render him assist- 
ance by sending over small boats, in hopes that at a distance farther up 
the liver we may be able to discover a bayou leading into a lake, in 
which water sufficient may be found for our guu-boats, with a view of 
erecting a battery under their protection, which will blockade the river 
below, and eiiable his force, although not exceeding fifteen hnudred men, 
to come upon the rebels in the rear, while, with the remaining gun-boats 
here, we attack them in fi'ont. 

" I am greatly exercised about our position here on account of the with- 
drawal of the army of twenty thousand men, so important an element to 
the capture of the place. Fort Pillow has for its defense at least forty 
heavy guns in position, and nine gun-boats— six of them, however, being 
wooden boats, but armed with heavy guns — with a force of six thousand 
troops. Our force consists of seven iron-clads and one wooden gun-boat ; 
sixteen mortai'-boats, only available in throwing shell to a distance, and 
even worse than useless for defense ; and a land force of two regiments, 
not exceeding fifteen hundred troops. Under these circumstances, an 
attack on our part, unless we can at first establish a battery beiow the 
fort under the protection of the gun-boats, and to co-operate with it after 
its completion, would be extremely haaardous, although its attempt might 
prove Buecessful, and even be good policy under the circumstances ; but 
it can hardly be now so regarded, as a disaster would place all that we 
have gained on this and other rivers at the mercy of the rebel fleet, un- 
less the batteries designed to command the river from below are com- 
pleted at No. Ten, or at Columbus, which I very much doubt I there- 
fore hesitate about a direct attack npon this place now, more than I 
should were the river above properly protected, althongh by it and loss 
of time the rebels may snoceed in getting up to Fort Pillow their entire 
fleet of gun-boats. As I stated in my last communication, had not Gen- 
eral Pope's army been withdrawn, we have every reason for believing 
that a plan wc had adopted would have insured the fall of Fort Pillow^ 
in four days, and enabled us to have moved on Memphis in two days aft- 
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erward. It has always been my expectation that a large army would 
co-operate with the gnn-boats; and now the fall of Corinth and move- 
ments of our tiTJops on to Memphis seem to be essential to our holding 
thia place, and reaoliing Memphis with the flotilla. * * * 

" I have the honor to be, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

"A. H. FooTE, Flag-OfBcer. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of tlie Navy, Washington, D. 0," 



" U. S. Flag-Steamer ' Hicnto:*,' off Fort Pniow, 1 
A'priX 33, 1863. ) 

" Sir,- — I have the honoi- to inform the Department tliat since my last 
communication, with the exception of a day or two, when the heavy rains 
caused the moitars to recoil dangerously on the wet platform, we have 
been shelling the rebel batteries at Fort Pillow, and most of the time 
kept their gun-boats beyond o«r range. Colonel Fitch, in command of 
the twelve hundred infantry left here by General Pope, has been examin- 
ing bayous and creeks, with a view of getting guns to blockade the river, 
and prevent the new gun-boats from coming up from New Orleans and 
Memphis; but, as the rebels are in great force, and no tools or conven- 
iences for cutting through the swamps were left by General Pope when 
his army, so unfortunately for us, was withdrawn, he has made as yet no 
satisfactory progress. 

"I am doing all in my power toward devising ways and means pre- 
paratory to a successful attack on the foi-ts, and shall continue to do so; 
but as the capture of this place was predicated upon a large land force 
co-operating with the flotilla, or its being turned by the army march- 
ing upon Memphis, and considering the difficulties of fighting the flotilla 
down stream with our slow boats compared with up-stream work, the 
Department will not be surprised at our delay, and at our having made 
no further progress toward the capture of this stronghold. I shall, 
however, do all in my power to be successful here, and exert myself, 
even beyond my impaired health and strength, toward the accomplish- 
ment of this great object, 

" The rebels are strongly fortified on land, and have eleven gnn-boats 
lying near, or rather below their fortifications. A resident of the place 
informs me this morning that thirteen gun-boats are now here, seven of 
which, however, are mererivei' steamers, with boilers and machinery sunk 
into their holds, and otherwise protected ; hut they cairy from four to six 
or eight guns of heavy calibre, some of which are rifled. The other hoiits 
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are iron-piated or filled in witli cotton. The Ini^ steamer, of aisteen or 
twenty guns, being plated, and named the ImMima, has not arrived; 
but is daily expected from Now Oi'leans. 

"I liave thus given the Department the best informatioa I can obtdn 
from the most reliable sources— from resident Union men, and the twelve 
doaerters from the enemy ; whose accounts, however, are coniiicting, 
many of them giving fabulons numbers of men, guns, and gun-boats. 
We have not force enough to hold the place if we take if, 

" I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" A. H. FooTB, Flag-Officer, 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 

" P, S.— In a picket skirmish yesterday the rebels lost one killed and 
one or two wounded. No loss on our side. A. H. P." 

This pri\'ate note followed these offieial cornmiiiiicatioiis : 

"Stbamkk 'Benton,' off Fort Pillow, 1 
AfrU 34, 1863. f 

"My dear Sir,— I have given you, in my ofiicial letters, the state of 
things here as correctly and iiilly as my state of health would enable 
mo to do. I am very much prostrated by the continuous draft on my 
physique from my inflamed foot, which appeals to be slowly but steadily 
growing worse, till I am confined mostly to my cabin with a swollen, 
painful leg, affecting my whole system, and rendering it impossible for 
me \a give that attention to my duties which circumstances require. I 
have, however, substantially stated all this, indorsed by the sui^eons; 
and it is for the Department to decide whether I shall remain under 
these circumstances. If I am to do so. I trust that I shall not be held re- 
sponsible for matters, as if I had health to perform my duties. I wanted 
to see this expedition reach New Orleans; but still I deemed it my duty 
to represent my case as it is to the government, and let it judge how to 
dispose of it, 

^'&itre iwui. Colonel Fitch, who is a celebrated surgeon, and commands 
the small force left here by General Pope, examined my case yesterday, 
and said that a suppuration might take place in my foot, which would 
pi-obably permanently injure or destroy it. I feel discouraged about it, 
and it has taken most of the energy out of me. Excuse this incoherent 
note. With high respect, your obliged friend, A. H. Poote. 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles. 
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"P. 8, — We are sliolliiig tbe forts with mortars, and the reiiela are re- 
plying with, giin for shell. When I sent the surgeon's opinion, General 
Pope was here, and I confidently espected that yesterday we should be 
in Memphis, and no serious obstacle would intervene from thence to New 
Orleans; but General Pope left the next evening, and all my plans were 
ftustrated; and although my foot goes from had to worse, I stood up 
agmnst it to the Tery last. A. H. F." 

While thus condemned to keep watch and ward of Fort 

Pillow, without the possibility (deprived as he was of the 

army's assistance) of taking it, he received many pleasant and 

cheering letters, of which tlie following from one of his officers 

is a good specimen : 

" Cajeo, AjyHI 33, 1862. 

"Mt DEAK FiJ-G- Officer, — I deeply regret to learn that your foot 
troubles you so much, and tiiat youi' general health is afiectedby it. Do 
^ve yourself a little more rest. You need it, and should take it, not 
only for youi own sate, hut also for that of your country. A great deal 
depends upon you. It would be a calamity if you were obliged to give 
up jour command, and it would create confusion and disorganization in 
the flotilla. I hope to hear that you axe better, and are taking good care 
of yourself. 

"The weather here has been esceedingly disagreeable, but it haa not 
kept ua from working. I was greatly relieved when our Cairo magazines 
were emptied. 

" I sent you by the Be Soto the articles you desired ; call upon me al- 
ways, for it gives me great pleasure to attend to your wants. 

"I am snugly domesticated on board the wharf- boat. I have two 
rooms nicely fitted up — thanks to friend Wise, who is never so happy as 
when he is contributing to the comfort of otliers. Mrs. Wise, Mrs. Stem- 
bel, and Mrs. Pennock enjoy their now home. We are decidedly more 
comfortable than we were at the hotel. If the river continue high, we 
may have to take to salt grab, but no one will mind that 

"We commenced to-day getting on board Porter's ft inch guns pre 
paratory to shipping them to St. Louis; dragging them through mud 
sind water is no easy task. If the Department do not give us oificial m 
formation with regard to the rams now building at Pittshnrg and Cm 
einnati, and there is delay on that account, we must not be blamed for it. 
It will take time to select suitable pilots and masters for them. I liave 
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telegraphed to Wise that if you were expected to officer the rama, timely 
notice should be given. If I can secure good masters and pilots for the 
Ea^f<yrt* had I not better do so ? If Captain Porter have no need of the 
sei-vices of Lieutenant McGunngle, had he not better be ordered here ! I 
do not hear of any raine being built at St. Louis. Eemeniber me kindly 
to Phelps. Sincerely your friend, A. M. Pbmhock." 

Pajfrnaster-Captain Wise writes also from Cairo : 

" There is considerable apprehension that the levee will give way, as at 
our landing the water is only a foot or two from the top. Prom iny room 
I can look down upon Cairo ; and sociable visiting is carried on in boats, 
while first floors are used as bath-rooms and fish-ponds. The St Charles 
Hotel will proliably for once be cleansed, as the river is expected to make 
a new channel through it. There is much alai'm among the boarders, and 
MiB. Stembel and Mrs. Ponnock have both taken refuge on board our ark." 

We can well itiiagiiie the grim jokes and fun among those 
sea-dogs at thus being cooped np and nearly drowned like rats 
in tliese fresh-water towns. 

The following letter of the commodore's is in a more hope- 
ful and cheerful vein, evidently from the fact that something 
positive had been decided upon by the government : 

"'Bbmtoh,' off Foet Pillow, 4?"^^ 37, 1863. 

" My dear Sir, — I have but a moment of time to respond to your ex- 
ceedingly kind note of the 31st instant, referring to Captain Davis and 
my services, as the mail leaves for Cairo in a few minutes. 

" I am greatly relieved by your letter and the manner in which you 
have disposed of my case. I considered it to be my duty to take the 
step I did, and then leave the issue with the Department, I shall strive 
to do my duty to the last ; and in the mean time will take the best possi- 
ble care of my wound, and hope in Him who has hitherto been my Helper 
for wisdom to guide me in my duty. 

" Like all great men, I see that you have your detractors. I have even 
myself been asked why the Navy Department did not render me more 
aid. But I have invariably said that as this flotilla was a hybrid concern, 

* The captured rebel steamer tliat Foote had been authorized hy the 
President to put in fighting trim. 
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it has been and of course should be neglected, as neither the Ai-my nor 
the Navy Department could feel that interest in it, or reBponaibility for it, 
as if it had been exciusively under Navy or Army control ; that it was tnie 
Tve had been neglected, but I could not find fault, as the neglect naturally 
followed upon the very character of its organization. I have always 
spoken of the wonderful energy of the Navy Department in improving 
the force we have, contrasting it with the few vessels we had, mostly on 
foreign stations, when you assumed the office of Secretary. Toward you 
and Assistant-Secretary Fox I have expressed those sentiments repeat- 
edly, and am ready to express them publicly. It is true we are badly 
fitted out, and it is only a wonder to us all that with the means at hand 
we could have brought out any thing like effective gun-boats. We arc 
much weaker as gun-boats than tlie rebels or our people suppose, there- 
fore I dare not run great risks. I made a bold dash at Fort Henry to in- 
spire terror, and it succeeded. We then fought up stream. At Donel- 
son I wanted to wait three days and get four mortai'-boats, and flgbt 
at a longer range ; but General Halleck was in a huny, and we went in 
at close range against my judgment. But still the rebel officere siud that 
our fire had so demoralized their ti'oops that they could not afterward 
be brought up to their work ; and the commander of the fort actually 
went down to Captain Dove on the LouiamJU, and offered to surrender 
the fort to him as my representative. I will do the best I can ; but do 
not expect, as the country does, too much of us, for really our means are 
not adecLuate to the work assigned us. I also want to impi-ess upon you 
that when I sent the surgeon's ceitiflcate to you General Pope and two 
thousand men were here ; and we had a plan which, with God's blessing, 
was sure to enable us to take Fort Pillow in three days ; and I expected 
to be in Memphis by the time Davis could reach here, and that no ob- 
struction to our advance to New Orleans would be at all formidable. I 
had thought of this matter at No. Ten, and intended to have made my 
plan known to you, but we pushed on so soon that I had no time. I am 
really a great sufferer from my wound ; still feel that you have taken the 
best course. Excuse my haste. Respectfully youra, A. H. Foote. 
" The Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C." 
The following telegram was sent April 27tli : 
"To Flag-Ofpiceii Foote: 

"Farragut has passed the forts below New Orleans, and appeared off 
the city at 1 P.M. of the 24th instant. His orders from the Department 
are to push up the river until he meets you. G. V. Pox, As't.-Sec." 
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WhUe one star, which had so steadily shone, giving hope to 
fainting hearts, was now in the wane, another star was rising. 
Thus a man's place who has done well in a good cause is at 
once filled by another, and the good work itself goes on. 

From what is hinted in the above reports, the wound of the 
flag-officer was becoming, from want of care and rest, quite 
serious in its character, and his whole system was prostrated 
by it; in fact, he had been now for several montlia a physic- 
ally shattered man ; and in the following private letter to Sec- 
retary Welles, we see that Foote himself was already medi- 
tating a temporary retirement, or at least the giving up of the 
main responsibility of the flotilla : 

"Stkamek 'Renton,' off Fokt PijjLow, -1)M'»J38, 1862. 

" My dear Sir, — I replied to jour kind note in reference to Captain 
Davis's coming out to the flotilla for a sliort time to render me such aid 
a3 might be necessary. I shall probahiy want him to visit St. Louis, 
where Commander William D. Porter is still at work on the -Ssee, and 
one or two other vessels, under some authority from Washington, of 
which I know but little, situated as I have been with the flotilla, and for 
seventy days suffering fi'om my wound, I could not possibly give my at- 
tention to matters in St. Louis. I have sent Commander Porter's last let- 
ter, wanting money, to Quartermaater- General Meigs. The second in 
command of so lai'ge a flotilla has a right, ftom his position, to act a good 
deal for the chief in tlie absence of the latt»r ; and I have therefore di- 
rected Commaudei' Porter to act under the directions of General Halleck 
and the War Department, with whom he is and long has been, I believe, 
in communication. I am greatly disappointed, however, in not having 
the Esme, as she is greatly needed now ; but Commander Porter says that 
want of funds alone has prevented him from beuig ready. 

" Until I was wounded at Fort Donelson, I changed my fli^ irom gun- 
boat to gun-boat, as the Benton was not ready. Since then I have been 
permanently on hoaid this vessel. In the former case, when in robust 
health, I could, unaided, attend to all the duties depending upon me ; but 
under present circumstances I have received great assistance from Lieu- 
tenant-Commanding Phelps, who opened the Tennessee to Florence — 
who previously had cruised with such good results in the Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers — who hail been in two well-fought actions^and 
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whose skill and bravery, and even diplomatic ability, have been produc- 
tive of the beat results to our interests here ; and may I respectfully, in 
view of this officer's services, ask for him promotion to the grade of com- 
mander, as I know of no one in the Navj whose services could have been 
greater to the government. If, therefore, any promotions for gallantry 
and general merit are made, I trust that he will be Bimong the first thus 
honored. 

"A report came to me last evening that the steam-ram LouMana, of 
sixteen guns, had arrived at Memphis ; and that in ten days she would 
be up here and clear the river to a certainty. "We shall make as good a 
flght as we can with the means we have. I saw Colonel Fitch in con- 
sultation to-day in reference to this report, which may be es^gerated. 
I forward a letter found at Island No. Ten ; but so much time has elapsed 
that we have concluded that this report of the readiness of the vessel 
to come up here has been greatly overdrawn. By telegraphing in cipher 
to Commander Pennock at Ciuro, he will send a steamer to mc ia twenty 
hours after its receipt. 

" In haste, truly and respectfully yours, K. H. Foote." 

" The Hon. Gideon Welles." 

Commodore Smith also refers to the reported sending of 
Davia to Foote's aBsiatance : 

'■'■ April %^,\m%. 

" My dbah Footb, — I have yours of the 16th instant, with its adden- 
dum of the 17tb. I regret exceedingly that you have been disappointed 
in losing the services of General Pope ; but the impending battle at Cor- 
inth, I presume, is the cause. 

" I have talked to the Secretary about your health. He has ordered 
Davis to help you, as he seems to be the mMi you select, and I trust and 
hope he may meet your expectations of him. "When be arrives, if I were 
in your place, I would not remain, if you are to sacrifice yonr life by it. 
You have done your share. But, God willing, I trust you will meet the 
Atlantic squadron at New Orleans or higher up the river, where, after 
the taking of New Orleans, the force of Farragnt is ordered to proceed. 
I regret the Army does not work more kindly with you, or at least that 
General Halleck seems to pass over your services, and to notify those un- 
der him that they are not under your orders. Certainly, then, you are 
not under his orders. The Navy will work its way anyhow. We are 
expecting in a few days the great battle at Torktown to come US'. God 
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grant iia victory. If Tve are successful, I think the war will come to a 
close, I have been so pressed with work that I have no time to think 
of any private affairs. The Secretary puts a heavy load upon us, wliich I 
will try to bear to tbe best of my ability. You are considered by the 
community the man of the war. Nothing caJi wipe that out. The glo- 
rious news from N"ew Orleans through Secesh source is refieshing. I 
have been at work getting up iron-clad boats for the rivei-a — don't know 
their requirements, but I know it is impossible to shield tliem properly 
with iron and have light draft of water; so we must do the best we can. 
"Tom's very truly as always. In haste, 

"Joseph Smith." 

A letter of Bympathy was also received at this time from his 
former pastor at Brooklyn, Eev. Dr. Biidiiigton, from which 
we extract the following : 

"I have wished to express to you my sympathy on the occasion of 
the death of your dear "Willie, an event which was announced to me on 
Sabbath morning upon entering the pulpit, and which led me to ask the 
prayers of the congregation on your behalf. Be assured you have them, 
and that the hearts of our people have followed your late series of suc- 
cesses. Tou know that you are surrounded by the thanks and admira- 
tion of your countrymen, audit can not fell to be a solace and satisfection 
to you, in the discharge of your high trust, at this solemn crisis of our 
country's history ; jet outward gloi7, as it can not shield the heart from 
the shafts of affliction, so it can not prevent an aching heart nor eradicate 
a pang. I rejoice to know that for this you can go to One who is able, and 
will do for yott what the world with its best wishes can not. May you 
find Him unspeakably near and precious to you in the endurance of this 
gi'eat and unlooked-for bereavement ; and while God is filling your largest 
ambition for service to your country, may the benefits of a sanctified af- 
fliction defend you from the temptations of wordly applause, and keep 
undisturbed the equipoise of a soul truly consecrated to God, and holding 
earthly distinctions in their true relations to eternal issues. At the same 
time you were bereaved. General Casey, of the Army of the Potomac, a 
member of our church, lost his wife in Washington, and public prayers 
were offered for both of you at the same time. Amid the deep and wide- 
spread sorrows of our countiy in this war, it seems to be God's will that 
our leaders, who are leading us out of it so triumphantly, should them- 
's of tribulation." 
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The matter of being relieved of his active duties by Captain 
Davia was at tliis time the uppermost question, and he wishes 
to have tiie exact grounds of that action {unselfiah in its mo- 
tives on his part) c!eai-ly underetood, as will be seen in the fol- 
lowing private commnni cation to the Secretary : 

" Flag-Steambk 'Benton,' off Poet Ptliow, 1 
A$Hl 39, 1863. f 

" My dear Sir, — Your unofficial note of the 33d, referring to Captain 
Davis being ordered to report to me, but on no account to relieve me in 
command, has been received. As jou will perceiye fl'om mj letter of 
yesterday, I have had no idea of leaving the squadron at any time, unless 
the Department should consider me, with my wound and its effects, less 
efEcient than some other officer who might be chosen to relieve me. I 
placed my remaining or leaving solely on public considerations — what 
would best promote the cause of the Union— not on private gi-oimds ; for 
in former letters I stated that I should remain, and give my life to the 
vindication of the flag. 

" I am pained to see myself represented in the papers as having applied 
to be detached on account of my wound, implying that I want to leave 
the command on personal grounds. This is doing me great injustice; 
and may I beg of you to have this impression removed, by its denial, as 
publicly as the misrepresentation has been made % for I would far rather 
die in the bamesa from sickness or a shot, than to leave my post in face 
of the enemy on personal grounds. This would be so unofficer-like, if 
not even pusillanimous, that I can not quietly rest under the imputation. 

" I have no idea of leaving now to go up to Cauo or St Louis ; stiO I 
am happy to leara that Captain Davis is coming out, as I am really un- 
able to cope, in my ill-health, with the heavy duties of flag-officer, or- 
ganized and conducted aa this service is, invohing fai more work and 
cai'e than a regular squadron elsewhere 

" Several desertera came to lis yesterday, and informed mc that thirteen 
rebel gim-boats below were to attack us at 3 o'clock this morning, six or 
seven of which were rams. We made some further preparations by tying 
four gun-boats stem up stream to the banks, so as to bring the head down 
stream ready for a flght ; the Bentm, being farthest down toward the forts, 
and where the gun-boats and rams wonld approach. "We were on our 
arms all night, ready for a hard fight, but the rebels did not make their 
appearance. This morning three more dcsertei's came, and report that the 
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rebels were ready to make the attack, when a council of war was held, 
and it was voted to bo impracticable to make the attack. StDl we are as 
well prepared, uight and day, as our means will allow tis to be, and our 
officers and men are m good heart 

" The deserters paid me the complunent to say that my name was as 
much among thein as Beauresrard s — but we kno^i dceitera are not to 
be depended upon m their statements I onlj report this in a private 
letter as you kindly alluded to the prestige of my name bnt I am now 
but a compaiatively weak officei, I am not what I baie been even; 
still I know that I possess the confidence of the flotilla. You will excuse 
my egotism. 

" I seriously thought of running the blockade last night, and attacking 
the rebels' gun-boats and rams ; but now it is well we did not, A disas- 
ter would have exposed the upper rivers. Our means render our position 
vei-y embarrassing ; but I look to Him who reigns in all worlds for wis- 
dom and strength to do my duty. Excuse my hasty letter. 

" Witli great respect and esteem, your obliged fliend and servant, 

" A. II. FOOTB. 

"The Hon. Gideon Welles," 

" Fort Pillow, afterward Fort Wright, waa on tlie firsl/ Chick- 
asaw hlnff, about eighty inilee ahove Jlemphis, and was in 
eonimand of General Villepiqiie, a Creole of New Orleans, who 
was educated at West Point as an engineer, and was regarded 
fd& second only to Beatii-egard. The fort was a very strong 
0!ie, and the entire works occnpied a line of seven miles in eir- 
ciiniference. Jeff. Thomjffion was there with about three thou- 
sand troops, and Hollins had collected there a considerable 
flotilla of giin-boats."* Such was the problem, after he had 
driven the boastful Hollins under the guns of the fort, that 
Foote was left, alone and unaided, to solve. Bnt he was not 
to have that satisfaction, for the problem solved itself, after the 
flight of Beauregard from Corinth, wiien the garrison, on the 
night of the 4tli of June, evacuated this strong position. In 
the mean time, on the 22d of April, Captain C. H. Davis, who 



* Lossing's " Civil War in America," vol, ii,, p. 390. 
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had done good service with Dupont at Port Royal, was, at 
Foote's owu request, appointed to assist him. Although Foote 
retained the command of the flotilla imtil June 17 — so that 
Fort Pillow was actually captured while he was still in com- 
mand — lie left the fleet in Davis's hands as early as the 9th 
of May. His letter to Davis was as follows : 

"Flag-ship 'Bentok,' off Foet Pnj.ow, 1 
3% 9, 1863. . I 

"SiK,— In cnnseciiience of tile state of my health, the Secretary of the 
Navy Las directed you to report to me for the purpose of performing 
such duties as the circumstances of the flotilla require. 

"By authority of the Secretary of the Navy, and the advice of a board 
of sui'geons, I leave the flotilla this day temporarily, for the pm-pose of re- 
cmitiug my health at Cleveland, Ohio ; and yon will be pleased, during 
my absence, to perform all the duties of the flag-offlcer; and as snch, 
and being hereby invested with flag-offlcer's authority, all officers and 
others attached to and connected with this flotilla will obey your orders 
and act under your instmctions. 

" I am, reapectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

"{Signed) A. H. Footb, Flag-Officer. 

" Commodore Charles H. Davis, U. 8. N., commandmg pro tern. \ 
U. S. Naval Forces, Westei'n Waters." j 

Soon after this date, Holiins's flotilla came out to challenge 
combat, and after a biilliant fight, in wliidi Commodore Davis 
showed great skill as a commander, the rebel boats wei'e sig 
nally defeated with heavy loss, although on our side the brave 
Captain Stembel, of the Oineinnati, was severely wonnded 
and his vessel simk. For thi'ee weeks more the two fleets lay 
watching each other at Fort Pillow, momentarily awaiting an 
encounter, when suddenly the fort was abandoned and the 
rebel gun-boats left. Eeinforeed by Ellet's " ram fleet," the 
National vessels followed down the river, and Memphis was 
attacked by them on the 6th of June, and anotlier desperate 
engagement with the enemy took place, in which the powerful 
Benton distinguished herself, giving the finishing blow to the 
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fight. In this purely naval combat the rebel fleet was badly 
cut up, thei-e being but one sole survivor, the Ymi Dorn, 
which escaped ; and Mempliis, at the demand of Davis, was 
forced to surrender to the gun-boats. This battle brought to 
an end tiie naval power of the rebels on the Mississippi. We 
now return to him who, in feebleness and pain, had been com- 
pelled to forego these triumphs, which his foresight and patient 
skill had prepared, and which, as fai' as human prescience went, 
he had fully anticipated for himself. Notwithstanding all he 
had done, the disproportion between his aspirations and his 
achievements, to so generously ambitious a nature, could not 
but be a source of keen disappointment. But he was a thor- 
oughly Christian man, and no loss of this Itind could trouble 
him overmuch. 
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CORRESPONDENCE AT CLEVELAND. DETACHED FROM THE COM- 
MAND OF THE WESTERN FLOTILLA. 

When Commodore Foote left the scene of action on the 
M;Bsissii)pi, he went at once to Cleveland, Ohio, the home of 
his hrotlier, Hon. John A. Foote, where he was joined bj his 
wife, and where he would have quiet and rest, but at the same 
time could exercise a general supervision over the fleet, and 
receive the reports of his officei-s. The citizens of Cleveland 
welcomed him among them with great delight, tendering him 
a public reception and the hospitalities of the city. lu his re- 
ply to their communication, he said : 

" Sympathizing as joa do with mj physical condition and impaired 
health, and Bharing with me, as you so feelingly espresa, my desire to 
rejoin my command at the earliest possible moment, I know you will per- 
mit me to decline these distinguished honors. 

"I should be as able to renew the fight with my flotilla as to be the 
recipient of your favnre; and I know too well the iateUigent citizens 
of Cleveland to doubt for a moment tliat they would esteem this my 
duty. 

" If I were in better health, and had completed the mission with which 
I am charged, nothing would give me greater pleasure. We are, however, 
in the midst of our work, and my brave comrades may this day be en- 
gaged in deadly strife for the vindication of our flag ; therefore I could 
not, consistently with my views of duty, accept your kind invitation." 

Commodore Foote's relations to the flotilla now became a 
matter of earaest thought to him, and many letters passed be- 
tween him and Scei-etary Welles. Mr. Welles was willing to 
grant him a temporary release, but not willing that he should 
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be wholly detached from the oommaiid. He says in one of 
Ids letters, dated April 21 : 

" Tour life aad services are too valuable to be put in jeopardy, even if 
great events are dependent on jom- continued active duty. I do not 
think it necessary or expedient, howcTer, to detach you from the com- 
mand of the flotilla : you must have a respite. 

" I propose, therefore, to send Captain Davis to you, agreeably to your 
request, to relieve you from active physical and mental exertion. He can 
take temporary charge while yoii are off duty, and with the aid of the 
skill and esperience of Lieutenant- OommaDding Phelps, and your general 
direction and advice, I trust matters will go forward efficiently and well. 
Unless it IS absolutely indispensable, I sliould be reluctant to have you 
leave a position where you have earned Buch jnat renown, and where 
the whole oountry desires you to remain. No other man can inspire the 
people with equal confidence in the position you occupy ; and it is no 
dnparigeinent to others to say no one has the esperience and right com- 
prehension that you have of the required service. I can not express to 
vou how much I have been gratified with your labors and efforts. They 
haie gi^iu heart to the whole country, and I, personally, have been sus- 
tained and encouraged by them." 

Again he says (April 33) : 

"I mentioned that Captain Davis would bo ordered to report to you, 
but on no account do I wish to detach you from the position you occupy. 
If you deem it necessary to go to Cairo or St. Louis, you will still remain 
flag-officer in command, and Captain Davis will be nest in command 
under you. Your name and prestige I deem important, and therefore do 
not wish the rebels to know that jou are disabled even. Let the enemy 
know that they have jou to combat them." 

When Foote reached Cleveland, letters from the Secretary 
followed him, full of friendly expression, and yet earnest that 
he should recover his health entirely and thoroughly, in order 
to resume his command. Knowing his spirited and excitahle 
temperament, he warns him against allowing the deeds of 
Farragnt to destroy his rest, and to incite him to a rash and 
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liasty resumption of active duty; but nrges him to get well, to 
fight tlie eiiemy again in his gun-boate, 

On the other hand, his good old friend Commodore Smith 
counsels him to give up at once. His letter is characteristic 
for its blunt sincerity : 

''May 30, 1863. 

"Mt DEAR PooTB,— I have yours of tlic37tli iast. You ask for my ad- 
vice ; I give it ciieeifullj. Take care of yourself. Tou have done enougli. 
Your dnty is to your country, and to yourself and family. Aa the sum- 
mer will bear hard upon you, even if you recmit, I would not run any 
i-isk of tlie climate in your present state of health. You require repose 
aud retiremeut ; therefore I would retire and go home, and leave Davis — 
who was your choice, not mine — as your successor. Every body knows 
that you encountered every kind of obstacle, and surmounted them all. 
While was here for months preparing his squadron and expedi- 
tion, and had the choice of ships and the pick of the Navy List, you were 
sent off without notice or much consultation, and officers sent to you not 
of yom' selection; ftinds and men were not ftimished ; you were thwarted 
in many of your plans by others ; and yet you overcame all with your 
tact and talent, and won a glorious victory. After all this, it will be an 
unthankful task for you to return to the flotilla, and contend with a sum- 
mer climate on the river, in your state of body and mind. Therefore re- 
linquish it, and let othera take a hand and do what you hive left imdone 
— which is not much, I apprehend, in the way of fighting 

"You are not bound to 'die in harness.' Nobody wouR thank jou 
for doing so in your present condition, and, as I said befoie the countiy 
may requu^ you another day.* We are in perilous times grc it events 
are in embiyo. God only knows what is to be the end. We hope for a 
peace, but it does not appear to me to be at hand to-day or to-morrow, 
I have just seen the Secretary. He says you had better remain where 
yon are for the present; that you can come Bast or go whei'e you please, 
but prefers to have your name cover the flotilla, and so I suppose you 
must keep to your tethers. My kind regards to Mrs. Foote. 

" Yours, as always, in haste, Josesph W. Smith." 

There is an interesting series of letters from Lieutenant- 
Commanding S. L. Phelps to Commodore Foote while the 

* Refei'i'iug to wai- with England, wliicli the writer strongly anticipated. 
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latter was in Cleveland, reporting tlie moYenienta o£ the gun- 
boats, some of which we give in full, as they contain much of 
the history of the fleet with which Foote was so vitally con- 
nected. The first letter recounte the naval fight at Fort Pil- 
low: 

"U. 8. Gdh-boat 'Benton,' ofp Fokt Pit.t.ow, 1 
May 11, 1863. j 

" Plag-Offiobr Footk, U. S. N., Cleveland, Ohio : 

" My dbak SiB, — You will have heard of the fight yesterday morning. 
Eight rebel gun-lxiats came up to the point, and four or five of them 
proceeded at once toward the Oincmnati, then covering the mortar- 
boat, one of the rebel boats, with masts, being considerably in advance. 
Captain Stemhel in the most gallant manner steamed up, rounded to, 
and, opening fire, stood down for the rebel. As he approached, the 
fire was withheld, the ram etilking fitembel's vessel in the quarter, 
and swinging broadside to, when, the muzzlea absolutely against the 
rebel boat, a broadside was poured into her, making a tci'rible crashing 
in her timbers. The rebel, swinging clear, made down stream, with a 
parting salute of other guns, in a helpless condition. By .this time the 
Baitoji, Minmd Oity, and Garonddel were far enough down, half-way at 
least, to Stembel's assistance, to open an effective fli'e. The Pittsburg, 
not yet clear of the bank, and the Gairo just sending a boat out to cast 
off her hawsers. The 8t. Louis came down pretty well. Two rams 
were making for the GincirmaU, and once again hit her in the stem, 
I'eceiving the Are of the stem guns. That boat struck Stembel twice, 
doing little damage, but using sharpshooters to such effect as to danger- 
ously wound, Stembel, and the fourth master, Mr. Reynolds, and one man 
in the leg. By this lime we were in their midst, and I had the satisiac- 
tion to blow up the boilers of the ram that last hit tlie OinmmaU by a 
shot from our port bow iS-poimd rifle, I fired it deliberately with that 
view, and when the ram was tryhig to make another hit. Another ram 
had now hit the Mound dty in the bow, and had received the fire of 
every gun of that vessel in the swinging that followed the contact. We 
interposed between another and the Mound Gitff, and the fellow, afraid to 
hit Hs, backed off, where he also blew up from a shot hitting a steam- 
pipe or a cylinder. Ail the rams drifted off disabled, and the first one 
that blew up coxild not have had a soul remaining alive on board, for 
the explosion was terrific. We conld have secured two or three of them 
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had we had steam-power to do so; but, as it was, we saw them drifl: 
down helpless under the fort, and one is said to have auuk in deep wa- 
ter. The mortuv-boat men acted with great gallantry, firing away to the 
end. The rebels flred two 32-pound shots through the mortar-boat, and 
two volleys of mnsketry into her, without hurting a man. 

" The Mmmd OUy had her bow pretty much wrenched off, and was run 
into the shoal opposite where we liad been lying. The Cindnnati ran to 
the bank below where we lay when you left, and sank in eleven feet of 
water. The GMmpum ateamer fortunately arrived, having on board a 
30-inch steam-pump, and the Momd Oity is now afloat, but greatly dam- 
i^d. The Oincmnati will be raised in twenty-four houra. My plan of 
suspending logs is immediately to be tried. The wounded of the squad- 
ron are five ; killed, none, Stembel we hope will recover. He did splen- 
didly. The loss of the rebels must be very heavy. Their vessels were 
literally torn to pieces, and some had holes in their sides through which 
a man could walk. Those that blew up— it makes me shudder to think 
of them, I have written very hastily, knowing that you would find ex- 
cuses for my style in remembering by what busy circumstances we are sur- 
rounded just now ; and I am nervous irom an unwonted amount of exer- 
tion. I count off the days, anxions for them to roll round, when you 
wiU return with the Eastport with some (steam) power. Come to the 
squadron with your flag flying. 

"All hands went into the fight with a will. We have no news from 
below. Colonel Pitch will land his force in the morning. 

" This, I believe, is the flrat purely naval flglit of the wai'. May heaven 
bless you, and restore you to us in health very soon, 

" Eespectiiilly and very truly youra, S. L. Phelps." 

" IT. S, Gim-BOAT ' Bekton,' off Fort Pillow, ) 
May 17, 1883. [ 

" Mt deab 8m,— Since my hiirried letter after the fight the other 
morning, I have been absolutely unable to writ*. The OindnnaU was 
only raised night before last, and got off for Cairo. 

"The bell boat had no crew, and we had trouble about the machine. 
Mr. Hoel was left alone. One master killed, and two Mck. We ran tho 
Beatm to the stem of the OindnnaU, and remained there till she left, and 
I assisted Mr. Hoel, besides getting logs, chains, railroad iron, eto., with 
which to secure the boats against rams. We are putting railroad iron 
about the stern of this boat, which is her weak part. . General Quimby is 
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coming down with some aitilleiy, cavalry, and infantry, and a combined 
attack is to be made on the fort in about three days' time. Eveiy thii^ 
has been quiet about the fort and where the gun-boats lie below. Two 
of their rams are missing. Deserters say that one hundred and eight 
were buried from their vessels after the fight. A good many deserters 
and refugees are coming in and passing up to Cairo— some tiiirty to fifty 
per day. 

"We are now anchored across the river a little below where we lay 
when you left. Captain Dore is here with the LmismUe. Now we have 
the Cairo, JHUsfmrg, and LouiseiUe to count among the six vessels of the 
fleet. Kilty did handsomely in the fight. Neither the PUtsburg nor 
Gairo got into it, and the St. Louis can hardly be said to have done so. 
Commodore Davis has got the run of matters very well. Tlie plan of 
attack proposed is the old one— land on the blu^ open heavy mortar 
Are, and follow up with attack by gun-boats. TVhat the rebel boats can 
do remains to be seen. Tlie great craft building in Memphis has been 
taken iip the Yazoo to be finished, and a mechanic from there says it will 
be fifteen dayi before she will be ready. We must catch her, then, be- 
fore she can he fitted out. I have not time this morning, being so much 
interrupted, to write abont all the little matters of the fleet, of which I 
know you would like to be informed. Suffice it to say that things go 
on much as before, I miss you a great deal; though, of course, with 
such a gentleman as Captain Davis, there could be nothing but the most 
agreeable relations. Captain Pennock writes that the Eas^xxit will be- 
ready in thirty days. I trust then you may be entirely recovered, and 
come to reahze a little pleasant cruising in what will he the dashing- 
vessel of the fleet Thirty days make but a little count, and will soon 
pass. I am respectfully and very truly yours, 8, L. Phelps." 

" U. 8. Gtra-BOAT ' Benton,' keak Foet Pn-Low, 1 
May 31, 1863. ( 

" Mv DEAu SiE,— I had the pleasure to receive your kind letter wat- 
teu from Cleveland several days since. I am exceedingly gratified with 
its contents, and reciprocate with a warm heart the friendship it evinces. 
How great has been the error of all naval commanders whohave relied 
upon power rather than upon generous consideration and sympathy to 
develop and arouse the energies and active co-operation of subordinates, 
upon wliieh the superior's success so much depends. 

"1 have been really unfortunate in my efforts iu writing to you. This 

y 
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is my third note— the two first writteu in great haste, at times when 1 
really had my hands full. Now I write with a sore and heavy head. 
Day before yesterday, while on board the Be Soto^ looking to their way 
of getting guns on board, a spar broke, the pieces falling some fifteen 
feet. I found myself knocked over and my head badly cut. I have suf- 
fered with headaehe and nausea a good deal since, but these are becom- 
ing less. I am thankful to have escaped so easily, and, for me, I have 
been very patient. 

" Some four of the so-ealled ' rams ' are here, and one or two more are 
expected to arrive soon. General Quhmby came down yesterday with a 
battery of artillery and some infentry and cavalry. I think now tlie plan 
adopted in the proposed attack will be what you and General Pope had 
agreed to undertake. There is a flag of truce here this morning, mak- 
ing bitter complaint that two of the two hundred and two exchanged 
prisoners sent down by the Army for the commodore to deliver at Fort 
Pillow were siek of the small-pox. Nothing, of course, was known 
of the condition of the men by the commodore. They were sent down 
in the boat in which they came from Cairo. Lieutenant McGunngle 
now has the St. I/nm. Mr. Erben is adrift again. Lieutenant Hall, 
who went to New York by summons of the Retiring Board, has returned 

to Cairo. Captain came down to the fleet, arriving just in time 

to witness the fight, and applied to be sent to Cairo to superintend work 
on the Mas^xtrt, or to St. Louis to perform similar duty, and thither he 
has gone. This looks as if pressure of pubhc opinion in Boston sent 
him out. There is a good deal of sickness. I shall have to stop, as I am 
increasing my headache. There are many inquiries for the news from 
you. Tou carry with you the earnest wishes of the entire flotilla for your 
speedy recoveiy and quick return. While I, who must needs feel your 
absence more than all others, desire greatly to see you return to finish the 
work that is of right yours to do, I am exceedingly anxious that you 
should not return too soon. The climate is a trymg one, and you should 
ieel quite sure that ynu are entirely recovered before you come. 

" Respectfully and most sincerely your friend, S. L. Phelps." 

" U. 8, Gun-boat ' Bbntok,' neak Fokt Pillow, i 
May 33, 1863. j 

" My dear Sir, — This morning I had the pleasure to receive your most 
welcome letter of the 19th inst., and avail myself now of a quiet mo- 
ment, before going to bed, to give you what little gossip I can recall re- 
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lating to the fleet, that may serve to interest you, and to thani: you for 
your letter. I am feehng very comfortable for the time, the doctor having 
just bathed my sore head, and pnt me in good-humor for the nonce. I 
have been about a good deal to-day, and by to-morrow I shall he myself 
again, ready for any tjiing but long exposure to the sun. 

"Tlie Mound CiPy is now here, ready for service again, and the Cincin- 
lui w II b ready in about one week. It is strange how that inevitable 
m ntl n the case of the Sas^ort drags its slow length along ; never 
b uinm —always one day in advance of present time. To-day's mail 
it n n that she will be ready in one month— iso did the mail on the 

d t A) ril last. General Quimby examined the river bank opposite 
Fulton to- lay, and the guns have arrived to put in battery there, bo that 
ly th da aiter to-morrow we may hope to have something doing, 
Tl n dore sent Captain McGunngle down with the party reconnoi- 
tnng. Seven gun-boats are reported at Fulton, Driving those and the 
rams away with a battery, so as not to be in our .way while under the 
fort, ia, of course, leaving us free for the main work. Some of the boats 
are seeured to a considerable extent about the bow and stern, and ail 
have logs suspended along the sides where there is no plating. We are 
putting railroad iron on the stem and quarters of this vessel. The rebels 
have dismounted nearly every gun ou their vessels, depending on small- 
aims and rams. Jeff. Thompson, the nightmare of every port comman- 
der on the Mississippi, is the commodore of the rebel fleet just below us. 
Yet tlie eommandant at New Madrid this night lies in an unquiet bed, 
assured that the immortal Jeff, is after him with those naked and starved 
swamp-rats. The Tayht* and Zexingtmi are foi'ced out of the Tennessee 
by low water, and will join the fleet here, being mueh needed. Will you 
believe it, application was made for them to remain at Cairo to proteet 
that place, there being eonsiderable apprehension 1 The Comatoga is to 
look alter Hickman and Columbus, and will be within call of Cfuro, 
Aflairs go on much as usual with the squadron. Some few changes 
among the lower officers caused by sickness. Mr. Parker has gone as 
fourth master to the LouimMe. Mr. Reed has applied for a master-mate- 
ship on board the Great Western. I suggest sending Mr. Wilkins there, 
and keeping Mr. Eeed here as the best of the two for our purposes, Cap- 

* This was the original name of the boat, which was called after Gen- 
eral and President Taylor ; but toward the close of the war she began to 
he called the Tylei-, which makes some confusion even in official reports. 
Wc have chosen to call her uniformly by her original title. 
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tain Walko I have not seen for several days. Little Thompson is ¥erj 
busy getting his vessel secured so that when the rebels ' come around the 
Point' again he can 'piteh into them.' Of the (Jam) nothing is known, 
except that she was heard of tonSay as wanting coal, being about out of 
that commodity, and pretty much ashore for provisions. The St. £<nds I 
am satisfied will now be found up to time evei^ where. That hospital- 
boat has not yet come down. It takes so long to do any thing I There 
are a good many sick— in this vessel more than one in ten. 

" Sanford ia not here, having gone to look after the ordnance at Cairo 
and St. Louis, and now is gone to the latter place. I can not, therefore, 
deliver your measles, I, too, wish an exception could be made in his 
case without a dangerous and njinous precedent. I received notice from 
Mr. Grimes, through Mr. Whittlesey, of the action of the Naval Committee 
on the nominations before it was published. I should most certainly let 

's vanity have full swing. It will yet hang him. He only follows 

his master in attacks on the flotilla. We can aflbrd to let both go unno- 
ticed. If familiar with Sancho's 'saws,' you will remember one applica- 
ble to his case. 

" Ma^ 33.— There is nothing new this morning. Mrs. Phelps will prob- 
ably have the pleasure of seeing you in Cleveland, as she is about leaving 
Paducah to go to my father's in Ohio. I trust yoti are improving as 
rapidly and surely as tlie universal desire of the flotilla would have you. 
Tou could wish no more. 

" Very leapeotfully and truly yours, S. L. PnELrs." 

" U. 8. Flag-suit 'Bentom,' off Pout Pillow, 1 
Mm/ 38, 1863. \ 

" Mt dear SiK,— I was a good deal disappointed this morning not to 
have heard from you cither directly or through Commodore Davis. I, 
however, have seen a paragraph taken fiom the Cleveland papers stating 
that you are improving in health smce causes of excitement have been 
removed. 

" I am like the host twice made glad— glad because the people mani- 
fest an appreciation of your character and services, and glad because the 
same people have concluded to let you get well and u a fit ndik n t 
return to us. All the gun-boats are being secu d as f as p ss 1 1 
against rams, by putting railroad iron about th b and te n an 1 
slinging logs about the sides. Tiiis vessel is being ured t n<a ly 
I have had throe bars of railroad iron secured b tw a and al n th 
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fan-tails, so as to prevent cutting tliere, and also heavy frames inclosing 
rudders, and ironed. Along the casemate, where the iron is light, I have 
had J"incli plate flanged and flnnly bolted, to increase the strength of 
the angle at that vulnerable point. If we have time to secure the hows 
with g-inch plates already here, we will be able to split any boat that hits 
us there. 

" Colonel Ellet is here now with some haJf-dozen rams. I am exceed- 
ingly glad that no naval officers were asked to take these same rams. 
They serve to count as it is ; and if we can get among the rebel fleet, and 
by our fire prevent the use of their guns, these rams ought to be of serv- 
ice in sinking the rebel craft, which, on account of their being so stuffed 
with cotton, is a difficult thing to accomplish with shot alone. I have 
written this amid great confiision and many interruptions. I have been 
thinking how much I had reason to be thankful for in the fortune that 
has befallen me in this war. The success with the crazy GortMoga., the 
transfer to this fine command, with you as commander-in-ehie^ and now, 
in yom' temporary absence, with Commodore Davis in your place, is a se- 
ries of good luck that lam fiilly sensible of, and, I ti'ust, duly grateful for. 
Few, if any, have been so favored. 

" Eespectflilly and very truly yours, S. L. Phelps." 

Ellet's rams, according to the writer's testimony, did effect- 
ive work a few days after this at the great iight at Memphis ; 
but tlie following extract from a letter, dated June 4th, is very 
amusing: 

" Our Ram Colonel is as crazy as our friend Sturges. He hasbeen writ- 
ing absurd things to the commodore, quoting his instnictions fiism the 
War Depaitment to prove that he is not under orders of the naval officer 
commanding ; and he proposed ranning the Are of the fort and attack- 
ing the I'ebel fleet below. In his letters to the War Department, he 
styles his mode of warfare as peeuUar, and not likely to be approved of 
by naval officers ; and that, therefore, it is not possible that he should be 
restrained by their authority. The Wai Department is cautious in reply- 
ing; but,uponthe whole, desires that the naval commander should not in- 
terfere, unless the operations of the Ram Colonel would greatly interfere 
with tiie regular naval operations, or imperil public interests, or to that 
effect. TheRam Colonel wrote that be proposed immediately to proceed 
against the rebel fleet, passing the fire of Fort Pillow. The commodore 
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replied that while ho did not approve of the enterprise, he would offer 
no opposition, and wished him all luck. Two or three days after, sure 
enough, the Earn Colonel got under way in a rain-squall, and started down 
around Craighead Point, followed by the junior rams. Head ram had 
not passed from our view before a Are was opened irom the fort, and 
rani's head came aroimd donble quick, and all the rams paddled back, 
followed by a sharp Are from the fort, though we conid not in the rain 
judge of Jiow the shot fell. A. few minutes after our rams bad come up, 
two rebel rams appcai'ed round the Point, and, as plainly as rams ever 
talked, said, ' Come on, Yankee rams ; we are here on neutral ground 
ready to butt our difficulties out;' but Yankee rams said not a word. 
The conelusion is, we shall hear no more from our Ram Colonel about 



Paymaster Wise writes, May 25th : 

" As long as you remain in Cleveland, we feel that you are yet our dear 
flag-ofScer, only away for a short time ; but if you go to New York, we 
fear they won't let you come back," 

Quartermaster-General Meigs says at the close of a business 
letter : 

"1 regret that your wound should have compelled you to leave the 
flotilla, built up by your exertions, and led to victory, before its work was 
all completed by a junction with the fleet from below ; bnt congratu- 
late you upon the successes you were allowed to obtain, and upon the 
love and admiration which you have secured from al! tiiie Americans." 

Although sick aud weak, he seems during his stay at Cleve- 
land to have -written mneh, especially in favor of the claims 
of certain naval offieere, to obtain for them positions and com- 
mands which he thought were deserved for past faithful serv- 
ices, lie did not forget his friends ; he followed np their 
claims with great persistency until he had seeni'ed the prize. 
They knew they could depend upon his practical support in 
the struggle for honorable advancement, and this knit him to 
them with hooks of steel. One of them says : 

"It is no fault of yours that I am not to be confirmed— indeed, you 
have labored hard for it ; and if it should be so decided that we do not 
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meet again in the flotilla, accept my thanks for past kindnesses, with the 
asanraace that I shall always entertain the strongest possible friendship 
and esteem for you." 

At the May session of the Connecticut Legislature, the fol- 
lowing vote of thauks was passed : 

" State of Cobbectiout Genebal Assembly, 1 
May Smim, A,D. 1863. j 

"■"■Bemked^ That the State of Connecticut has abundant reason to be 
pi-oud of her heroes in the Army and Navy of this nation; and that 
while liiatory can not fiiil to do justiee to our fallen martyrs, we, without 
invidious motives, do now accord to Commodore Andrew H. Foot*, of 
the Navy, our earnest and imqualifled praise for the great energy, perse- 
verance, and patience which he has exhibited while in command of the 
Federal flotilla on the Western rivers ; and especially for the great brav- 
ery and skill ivith which he has fought and won hia successive battles. 
And most cordially do we sympathize with him while suffering iiwm 
wounds received in battling for the right. 

" Jtesaleed, That as a testimonial of our kind regard for him, the clerks 
of this General Assembly be dh-ected to prtiparo and transmit to him a 
copy of these resolutions." 

The main features of tlie na^-al battle of Memphis have al- 
ready been briefly mentioned ; but the partieulara of this com- 
bat ai'e given in a letter of Phelps to Foote in a way that one 
could not give who had not been himself an actor: 

" XJ. 8. Flaq-Stbamek ' Benton,' Memphis, J 
Jwie 9, 18G2. j 

"Flag -Officer A. H. Foots, U. S. K., commanding Flotilla, Western 
Waters, Cleveland, 0. : 
" My dbab Sir, — I have been most anxious to write to you since our 
battle on the 6th instant, but must in justice to myself confess that I have 
hardly known whether I have been on my head or heels since that date. 
I had two days and nights of hard work sad anxiety before the flght 
took place ; have had prizes — war vessels and transjiorts— to save, send 
oflj repair, and provide with people, to say nothing of a thousand wants 
of the people of Meiiipliis to look after. 
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"Isent jouyestcrdij i copj •iHh^Man'jilmAjypeal cont-umng a re illj 
fair statement of the fight, which wai nitnehsed hj thousands on the 
bluff. The rebel boats msisted on rLm^ining before the city, notwith 
standing that we were an hour under way half 1 mile above, giving a 
fcir opportunity for them to come up to the attack il they intended light 
ing away from the city, or to drop below where we could tollow and at- 
tack them. The rebels forced us to fire on them without regai'd to the 
consequences to Memphis by opening upon us. We esclianged a num- 
ber of shots, when Colonel EUet, with the Ocean <^Mm and MoTiareA, 
dashed down at the enemy, we at the time turning one 'slow length' 
around for the same purpose. The rebels were evidently disconcerted by 
thia move ; and the Ocean Queen, failing to hit the Beauregard, made a 
pass at the General LaeeU, cutting her through ; and that vessel sunk in 
a few minutes, many of her crew going down with her; and she is en- 
tirely out of sight. This is all the rams did, except the confusion created 
by them gave us better chances at the rebel craft. The Mmarch missed 
the General Prke, and the Beawregard, missing the Monarch, cut away en- 
tirely the port-wheel and wheel house ot the Genial Price. This ended 
the rams' doings, as rams, on either side The Beawegard, in backing 
out from the General Price, gave me a broadside shot, at close range, 
with a 43-pounder, and I sent a shot into her boiler, blowing her up. 
Some fourteen of the scalded people aie on onr hands. How many were 
killed we do not knnw. The vessel soon sank, and has since gone to 
pieces. Tlie Bentm then, as throughout the action, was considerably in 
advance of the other vessels, seemingly the most speedy of them all, and 
pursued the now retreating rebels with an accuracy of fire and an execu- 
tion really terrible. The Jeff. Thompson was disabled and set on fire by 
shells, and was destroyed in a splendid explodon. The Sander was soon 
disabled, and then the B™^^— which vessel had been flred by one of our 
rifled shot bursting in her cotton protection The Little Bebel leceived 
a shot in the boiler about the same time the Beaweanrd did, md hei 
fate was sealed Mr Biahop has command of the Geneutl Bragg, Mi 
Erben of the 9Mmtej,and Mr Hoel^ill have ihe Lmle Bebd The Gen 
eml Van Dom escaped but was badly injui-ed If the rams had done 
their duty she would hwe been captuied alio but after the in-ft dash 
we saw no moie of them Colonel Btlet -wv wounded by a pistol shot 
in the leg, and his vessel was disabled His dash was bold and well 
executed Theie -nas some liiing ot =mail aims fiom the wnods and 
at the ^-ime tunc cheers turn flu bmks This k 1 de^ti Rtim ot 
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their fleet whicli there is no dodging. Fifteen thonsond people wit- 
nessed it. I carried tlie demand for tlie aurrendcr of the city to tlie 
mayor, and was saluted hy a number of ladies ; and passed through the 
immense crowd without molestation, or evidence of an exasperated or 
bitterly hating people, and saw no scowling women. The city is quiet, 
and things go on smoothly. I have been much distressed to hear of your 
continued ill-health. I had hoped that by this time you would have 
been entirely recovered and ready to return to your fleet ; but I fear this 
is as remote in prospect as at any time heretofore. I have not heard from 
you since about the 37th ultimo. Do let me hear as frequently as you 
can. You must know that my anxiety to hear of your condition is very 
great, being bound to you alike by personal attachment and a grateful 
sense of continued kindness and assistance. S. L. Phelps." 

Wlien we think that the Benton, so powej-ful in iight, had 
beeij prepared by Commodore Poote especially for his own 
flag-steamer, we can not but imagine that these lettere, recount- 
ing her force and success, must have gone home to the heart 
of the sick man laid aside almost hopelessly; while at the 
same time he rejoiced at his fleet's efficiency, thus mailing its 
way conqueringlj down the river. 

A letter from Captain Paymaster Wise brings into view an- 
other side of the flotilla — its needful but quiet hospital work : 

" Office of tub Naval DbfCt, Cairo, June 12, 1863. 

" My dbak Commodobe,— Tour letter of May 30, and your note, by Mr. 
Henriques, of the 5th of June, I duly received. We all regret that you 
do not improve more rapidly, and think that a little mountain air would 
help you. 

" Mr, Henriques is here, and Paymaster Dunn and myself will do all we 
can to effect a speedy and proper settlement of his affiiirs. Mr. Hen- 
riques is improving in health. I will see that his pay accords with your 
■wishM. 

" I wish that you could see onr hospital-boat, the Med Bover, with all 
her comforts for the sick and disabled seamen. She is decided to be the 
most complete thing of the kind that ever floated, and is every way a 
success. The Western Sanitary Association gave ns in cost of articles 
$3500. The ice-box of the steamer holds three hundred tons; she has 
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bath-rooms, laundry, elevator for the sick from the lower to the upper 
deck, amputating-room, nine different water arrangements, gauze blinds 
to the windows to keep the cinders and smoke from annoying the sick, 
two separate kitchens, for sick and well, and a regular corps of nmises. 

""We think that the gun-boats have nearly finished their work, and 
that a different kind will be required for the future. The old boats will 
be used as floating-batteries, to be stationed at New Orleans, Vicksburg, 
Memphis, and Island No. Ten. Fast boats, with light, powerful aima- 
nients, will act as river police and keep the river open. I see the Act 
transferring the flotilla to the Navy has passed the House of Eepresenta- 
tives, and will no doubt pass the Senat«. This change will be for the 
better, 

" Captain Pennock is as busy as usual. Winslow has gone down the 
river to take command of the CinditnaU. Sanford is now in Cairo. Por- 
ter is getting the Sssex ready, and if she do not draw too much water, she 
will be a very efficient vessel. I send you Porter's official seal. 

"Hoping soon to heai' good accounts of you, and again to see you and 
thank you for all your kindness to me, 

"I am I'espectfnlly and truly yours, George D. Wise." 

Coraroodore Foote did not continue to grow stronger ; on 
the contrary, lie became so reduced that, in the language of an- 
other, "he was but a shadow of himself," and much of the time 
he was forced to keep his bed. His physicians urged the en- 
tire giving np of care in order to save his life ; and at length, 
after submitting to the examination of a surgical board, he 
sent the following letter to the Secretaiy of tJie Navy : 

" Cleveland, June 13, 1863. 

" Sir,— It becomes my unpleasant duty to inform the Department that 
my health, in the estimation of the best medical advice of this city, is 
such as would hnperil my efficiency were I to resume my duties on the 
Mississippi Eiver for two or three months to come. 

" Under these circnm stances, I submit to the decision of the Depart- 
ment whether I shall return immediately to my duty in the flotilla, or re- 
ceive a three-months' leave of absence, or even be detached altogether 
from my command, for the purpose of ti'ying the effects of salt air, as rec- 
ommended, with the hope of an early restoration to health. 

" I am aware that, while there seems to be little or no prospect of tav- 
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ther fighting on the Western rivera, which maj now be said to lie clearecl 
of their powerful rebel batteries and gun-boats, the reorganizing, arrang- 
iag, and distributing of the flotilla to protect the peaceflil comnieree of 
the rivers agdnst a guerrilla wariare, superadded to the great difficulties 
incident to the settling of accounts, require an officer of esperience ; yet 
may I not, without detriment to the sen-ice or to my professional stand- 
ing, be permitted to bave the necessary time to recuperate my exhausted 
health ? 

" If it will not be considered premature, I wish further to remark that 
when this I'ebellion is crushed, and a squadron is fitted out to enforce the 
new treaty for the suppression of the Afiicaa slave-trade, I should be 
pleased to have command ; but so long as the rebellion continues, it will 
be my highest ambition to be actively employed in aidmg its suppression. 

" Inclosed is the certificate of my attending physicians. 

"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" A. H. FooTE, Flag-Officer. 



" The Hon. Gideon Welles." 



follows ; 



referred to in tJie above was a 



" The undersigned, liaving been in professional attendance on Commo- 
dore A. H.Foote during his visit to this city, deem it due to him to say 
that, in oiu opinion, he will not be able to return to active service for 
some three or four months without seriously jeoparding his health. The 
inflammation tollowing his wound, his iBability to talce exercise except 
on crutehes, and the dehilitatiog effects of a diarrhcea and fever, have 
reduced his strength and flesh to a great degree. The wound evidently 
was the prediipo^ing cause, superinducing the attack of diarrhcea and 
hemorrhoida-^equents of aa enlarged iiver and malarious iniJuences. 

" Although in some respects his symptoms are more favorable, he still 
continues much emaciated, having left his bed but a few times for the 
past fortnight. We therefore unite in the opinion that a change of posi- 
tion to the sea-coast would materially expedite his recoveiy, 

" (Signed) Thomas L. Rodman, M.D, 

E. Cdshing, M.D. 

" Cleveland, O., June, 1863." 

Flag-Officer Poote was, therefore, at his own request, de- 
taclied from his command of the Western flotilla on the 17th 
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of June, 1862. The following note, from the Secretary of the 
Navy, came soon after ; 

" Wabhinoton, Junn 17, 1863. 

" My dbak Sik, — I can not l)e satisfied ■with a mere formal official let- 
ter detaching you from the flotilla, where yon have rendered such great 
service to the Department and the countiy, without expressing in a more 
earnest and friendly manner luy appreciation of your labors and achieve- 
ments. The country feels and acknowledges its indebtedness to you ; 
but few know, as I do, the difficulties you have been compelled to en- 
counter and overcome, in first creating the flotilla, and then carrying it 
into a series of aucceaafiil actions, wbich have contributed so largely to 
the suppression of the rebellion throughout the Southwest. 

" It was with some reluctance that I gave the orders which carried you 
to the field where you have acquired so great and just renown; for, aware 
of some of the embarrasanients by which you would be tried, I saw also 
that the Army faiJed to estimate the necessity and value of the naval 
bi'anch of operations on the Western rivers. Some of these matters we 
talked over before you left ; but I did not express to yon all the discoiu- 
agements that appeared to me then, and which you have so well sur- 
mounted. The history of these matters is yet to be written, for only the 
results are now patent to the country. 

"I have watched and participated iu every movement that has been 
made, uninfluenced, I believe, by censure or complaint or denunciation 
from the thoughtless and the designing, which has been inflicted on the 
Department Irom the commencement of hostilities ; and every victory ob- 
tained and advance made cheered my heart scarcely less than your own. 

" Most sincei'ely do I regret the necessity which compels you to seek 
rest, aad ask to be detached from that command which you have so much 
honored; but I am consoled with the behef that you will be able in a 
brief period, with vigor and renewed health, to again elevate your flag 
and render additional service. 

" I shall beai' in mind your request ; and, remembering our asaociarions 
in boyhood, be happy, as a Mend and an officer, to exhibit at all times 
my confidence and abiding fiiendship. 

"Please make my respects to your brother; and wishing you speedy 
restoration to health and to active duty, 

" I remain very truly and sincerely your ft-iend, 

"GiDEOS WEIiES. 
" Plng-Ofticer A. II. Foote, Cleveland." 
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CHAPTER XXV, 

COEKESPONDENCE. — EETUEN TO THE EAST. — VOTE OF THANKS BY 
CON&EESS. 

CoMMODOEE FooTE remained until the 23d of June in Cleve- 
land, M'hon he left that place with his wife for the East, and 
arrived at their home in New Haven on the 25th. Their qniet 
departnre from Cleveland and their airival in New Haven, aa 
well as their rapid transit, though meant to escape popular- no- 
tice, were accompanied by every mark of public respect. While 
still in Cleveland, he is thus spoken of by a visitor who saw 
him : 

" The commodore -was on his crutches, but he hagtened across the hall 
and gave us a cordial greeting. His flue, manly conutenance and bright 
biack ejes are lighted up with genius and intelligence ; his soul giows 
with patriotic ardor, and he longs to return to his command. He thinks 
he will be able soon to do so, but he must go on his cmtches. The 
quietness of his manner while telling us how he was wounded at Fort 
Donelson I can not convey ; but his story was something like this : ' The 
shells were flying about pretty thick, and I stepped into the pilot-house 
to see that the boat was kept in position. Just then a shell came ia and 
killed one of the men at tke wheel; the other man seemed to lose his 
presence of mind, and I seized the wheel to keep her right; but it was 
not till some time after that I discovered that I was seriously hurt," 

Since Admiral Foote's personal appearance is alluded to 
in the above, and as the photogi-aph from which tlie frontis- 
piece was drawn was taken about this time, this seems a 
good place to speak a word concerning it. His countenance 
waa indeed a fine one : his forehead was broad and full, and 
his large, bright black eyes, restless and piercing, took in all 
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things at a glance ; hie firm-Bhiit mouth liad a grip and etreiigtli 
that showed tlie invincible will of the man. His stature was 
of medium size, but sqiiai'e-built and compact. He was always 
very neatly dressed, carrying hia professional notions in this 
respect to a nicety. He had a sailor-like alertness of step, and 
his motions were quick and nervous ; yet his addi-ess was ex- 
ceedingly suave and gentle. He gave tJie impression of a 
man of active brain and of great energy, though held well in 
restraint. At one time he had a hobby that lie had weak eyes, 
and he wore large green goggles, giving his naval friends much 
amusement. He was, in fa(!t, quite apt to ride hobbies ; and 
these " charming foibles," as one of his friends calls them, made 
him a most fascinating man to all who knew him and loved 
him. 

His correspondence with his subordinate officers, especially 
with Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, continued to he frequent 
and of ranch general interest, as containing details of mi!itai-y 
matters not foimd in historical works. We select a few let- 
ters : 

"U. 8. Fi.AG-STBA^rER 'Bekton,' MEMrnis, 1 
Jnw 17, 1863. \ 

" Flao-Ofpicbr Footb, U. S. N. : 

" My deae Sir,— It has oeciin-Qd to me that you would be interested 
in knowing what we found Port Pillow to he on close examination. It 
would be much more proper to say that this esamination was simply a 
hnmed glance at the miun features. The commodore directed me to re- 
port on ' an Jionr's examination.' "We were there but a short time. I will 
copy mj report from the files of the Department : ' The outer line of in- 
trenchments, iianking upon Coal Creelt at the point some sis hundred 
yards above the upper river bntteiy, ascends the bluff in an irregular zig- 
zag to a prominent and narrow ridge, lying between the River Hatchie 
and the Mississippi, whence the lines trend away, at a sharp angle, along 
the ridge in the direction of Pulton, and flank upon the blufis on the 
Missisfiippiabove that landing, making a circuit of from four to five miles. 
These lines consist of a heavy embankment, planked upon the inner face, 
with a diy ditch of an average of about eight feet depth and width. 
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Considerable numbers of pieces of artillery liadonco been mounted along 
this extended line. An abatis of fallen timber, of six bundred yards in 
widtli, is cut throughout the entire length. There is au inner line of 
works of similar construction, though not of one unbroken circuit, aa in the 
case of the out^r line ; and it is estimated that the total length of the ia- 
trenchments is ten miles. The entire land embraced within the circuit of 
these works is exceedingly rough and broken — sharp ridgea, deep got^s 
and valleys, with small springs and rivers that traverse it in all direc- 
tions ; while a greater part of the surface is covered witb a heavy forest 
growth. There are prominent batteries along the inner line of defense, 
from which artillery swept the outer works ; while intrenchmenta and 
rifle-pits were disposed to enfilade and command the approaches offei'ed 
by the broken smrfeoe. Two crescent batteries are also erected near the 
summit of the river bluffe to assist in the landward defenses. 

" ' The water-batteries are constructed at the base of the bluff, in the 
face of it, and in the gorges by which it is broken. The water-battery 
proper consisted of ten guns, but was much injured by the late flood. A 
heavy columbiad was mounted on a casemated work, constructed in a 
ravine alMve the level of the ten-gun batteij. This work was destroyed 
by fire. To the left and higher up is a sunken battety of six heavy guns. 
Still higher up, occupying another ravine, is a 10-inch columbiad, sweep- 
ing over a great arc. Below the water-battery on the river, and con- 
structed by heavy excavations from the bluff at some elevation, is a bas- 
tioned wort of sis heavy guns in front, and several flanking. In tins is 
a 13-inch mortar, bursted. Still higher up the blufls are other colum- 
biads, mounted mostly in works acivMS ravines, and in batteries of one 
and two guns. Single guns (33-pounders) are also placed in position 
along the bluff as far as Fulton, three miles below the fort, 

" ' These works are constructed and disposed with great skill and with 
vast labor ; but a fatal mistake had been made in the depression that 
could be given the guns in all save the water-battery, since in a moder- 
ate stage of the river our boats could have hugged the shore and passed 
under their fire. 

" ' I will here mention that Colonel Fiteh, commanding the Forty-sixth 
Indiana Eegiment, had constructed a road through swamps on the upper 
Mde of Coal Creek, where no such attempt seems to have been antici- 
pated ; and had made preparations for crossing the creek, and entering 
the works witliin the lines while tlie fleet should open fire in front. 
From thence he could easily have captured, by a rear attack, the crescent 
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battery on the bluff alx>Te ; after which the different river batteries wouUl 
have been entirely exposed to his riflemen firing from above and in rear. 
The movement was made in accordance with this plan, adopted and pre- 
pared sereral days in advance ; but the rebels had fled from the works 
during the night, burning every thing in their power.' 

" You will acknowledge tliat this is evidently the resnlt of a very im- 
perfect examination. When I went on shore I did not understand that I 
was expected to make any report whatever. The work is of immense 
strength, and a place from which gun-boats would find it difficult to dis- 
lodge troops. 

"Captain Kilty you know has gone to White River with the Mmfod 
Gity, St. Louis, LednfftoTi, and Conestoga. Yesterday he sent up a splen- 
did steamer as a prize. The rebels are filling the river with rafla, trees, 
etc., to obstruct navigation. 

"To-day we have reports that the rebel ram and gtm-boat Arhmsas, 
of which we heard so much, sailed down the Yazoo on Sunday last, and 
is expected to destroy the entire Yankee fleet. The rebels boast that she 
is another Merrimad:. We heaf nothing from the fleet below Vicksburg. 

"I suspect they find trouble in the navigation, and no doubt will be 
obliged to proceed down to that point. When will these craft get back 1 
the distance is now four hundred miles ! 

"I have been very busy with prizes, and the like. We now have the 
De Soto, Kentucky, and Victoria for mail-boats. The Hill is a spare boat. 
We hear that a prize agent is to be sent out. I am encouraged to think 
that we may still see you out here again by the accounts given us by two 
gentlemen from Cincinnati who saw you very recently in Cleveland. As 
much as we like Commodore Davis, we all look to you. as the natural and 
rightful head. It would give so much pleasure to see you back in the 
health you were enjoying at Fort Henry ! Captain Walke desired me 
this evening to remember him to you very warmly; and the commodore 
charges me to give ' his love ' to you. 

" Yours respectfully and most truly, S. L. Phelps." 

" Cairo, /mm 31, 1863. 
" My DEAR Flaa-Ofpicbb asd Phiekd,— -Tour kind letter of the 15th 
was received, and ought to have been replied to immediately, but I had 
not the energy to undertake letter-wriring. I have not been at all well 
for over two months — the ' Mississippi lUver disease' having clung to me 
with great fondness. As usual, I devote all the energy I possess in my 
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particular duties. I hear that you do uot contemplate retuming to take 
command again of the 'Foote Flotilla'— is this so? The news comes in 
a questionable shape, through some indefatigable newspaper reporter or 
other, I regret that you were not at the taking of Memphis; it would 
have been your province to be there; but you have done enough to let 
the balance go to some one else. I hope we may see you again among 
us, if it be for never so brief a period. I was not satisfied with yoiii 
leave-taking of the fleet. Would you not come hack and do it, at any 
rat«, more formally and distinctly — presuming, of course, tliat you pur- 
pose giving up the command ! Very sad news reached ns last night. 
The Mound (My received a shot through her steam-drum, up the White 
River, on the 10th, and lost about one hundred and twenty men and offi- 
cers. Dear old Kilty was badly scalded about the face and hands. All 
the engiaeei'S were killed ; and the only ofScers saved were Kiity, Dom- 
iny, and a purser's steward, Brown. Master-mate Brown's and Paymas- 
ter Qunn's bodies were brought up last night-— the last now lies near me 
at the ordnance store-room door. The rebels shot our poor boys when 
in the water ; and fired a large shot at a boat of the Gonestoga that was 
filled with the scalded, picked up. Several were killed. This was an 
inhuman act, not to be forgotten by any man in the fleet. The men on 
board the gun-boats swore vengeance. Colonel Fitch took the batteries 
that exploded the steam-drum of the Movnd Gity at the point of the bay- 
onet, killing about a hundred and twenty out of a hundred and fifty 
rebels. Fry — formerly of the Navy — who commanded the rebels, was 
wounded and made prisoner. He, it is swd, gave orders to shoot the 
men in the water. When be was being carried down to the Goneatoga^i 
boat, Le said, ' I don't wish to be touched by a private.' No sooner said 
than a soldier drew out his revolver, aimed and filed ; his arm was struck 
up just in time to save Fry's life. He is now on board the Cons^toga. The 
people of Memphis are becoming recondled to things as they are. There 
are not so many nostrils offended by the presence of the Yankees as there 
were. Coffee, tea, and edibles are coming into use there. This seems to 
liave a pleasant effect. Pennock is quite sick, but nothing serious. Mrs. 
Wise and Mre. Pennock left for New York last Monday morning. We 
miss their faces at our table. We keep you, my dear commodore, always. 

"Yours, sincerely and cordially, J. P. Sanpouu." 

z 
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" U. S. FLAa-STBAMER 'BsHTOis,' MEMPHIS, June 33, 1803. 
" Flag-Opetcmr a. H. Foote, TJ. 8. N. : 

" My dear Sir, — I have been influenced to-day with yaded. feelings bj 
the arrival of an appointment aa flag-officer for Commodore Davis. I had 
foreseen that the Department would relieve you upon the certificate of 
'necessity,' because you would give yourself no I'est, but let an uneasy 
mind and an anxious heart prey iipon your feeble strength. Once free of 
all care orthought of responsibility, and with no hope deferred as to when 
you would return to the command, we may hope that you will mend 
apace. I haye feared this hope might not be realized, yet now I look 
forward with confidence. There can be no contradiction in saymg that, 
while I esteem it great good fortune to be associated as I am with so 
superior an officer as the commodore, and one too whom I so much like, 
I yet feel a disappointment, that there is no shaking off, in the breaking 
up of relations formed in a fullness of purpose and cemented by kindness. 
We aU probably indulge the imagination in pictures of what is to come, 
and mark out a future associated with the friends about us. I have done 
this in this war with an intensity the gr t booau t t t m 1 ea 
and the entire manner in which the sense f luty h d tak n p se n 
of my mind. "When you induced me t ^ thd aw th t anl ^t I 
did it designing to return to my duty n tl te n th 1 11 g eate 

earnestness of purpose ; bnt the whole tut ir wistl np tlj n 
nected with you. Whatever I might hi h fl tilla w uld \ 1 1 

it was with you as leader. All we have passed through since you left us 
has not sufficed W turn my thoughts from the plans and wishes for the 
fiiture confidently built upon months since. It does not yet seem natural 
that some one else should appear as chief actor in the scene. I have 
more reason' than all others combined to feel your absence, and I have 
more acts of benefit and kindness to remember and cherish than they ; 
and I too have more reason to feel grateful for the foresight and solici- 
tude that so soon led you to apply for and secure Commodore Davis for 
your relief. I have fiiEen upon a strange strain, terribly egotistic, in 
which I shall fail to make myself anderstood. A few words would Iiave 
told all better. 

"The hospital-boat was dispatched from here last evening to get the 
poor sufferers from the Mmmd Giiy to more comfortable quarters. That 
has been the most terrible event known in these waters. Wo imaginar 
tion can picture to itself the condition of those burned, scalded, and 
wounded who stilllive. It is the most piteous spectacle human suffeiiiig 
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could present. Poor Kiltj was, tliey said, doing well; but lie suffers 
terribly. His lieart is as tender as a woman's. Scarcely any of them are 
recognizable. Dr. Jones is more prostrat* than Captain Kilty, and less 
litely to survive. Mr, Dominj, first master, happened to be on deck, 
and escaped. One engineer, the carpenter, and one other officer are still 
alive, but most sadly burned. One hnndred and tvpelre have died tlius 
far. The Sisters of Charity, who came down at once, advised all being 
sent to the Mound City Hospital, which they represent now as very per- 
fect for its purposes. The Oindimati is in White River with the &,. Louis 
and Leaington. A crew is here for the Mownd City, and will be sent dpwn 
fo-morrow. The "White River has fallen so much that our vesseb are 
obliged to leave it. I presume we will move down the river soon, as this 
place may be considered safe. Geaei-al Grant arrived here last evening, 
and takes command. Our tioops are not very strong here, but will soon 
be increased. Colonel Webster is military commandant at Memphis (lo- 
cal). The place has rapidly improved since our arrival. There fa one 
thing very evideut--that it was imfortunate for the rebel cause that the 
gun-boats should have chosen tliis spot for their fighting ground. There 
were too many witnesses. Captain Dove flourishes here. Walke is a 
perfect ship-keeper. There is a prospect that the Eastfort will be ready 
in ' one month.' I flatter myself that I have arranged our quarters on 
board of her so as to promise the greatest amount of comfort. The 
Bragg has been fitted up witli extra ajjcommodafions for the flag-officer 
in case of need. The Price will be repaired— is now in Cairo— so that 
we shall have to thank the rebels for three rams, to say nothing of the 
Little Sdid. I will now arrange with Commodore Davis about the mess 
affiirs, and will have the ration matteis settled, so as to send to you the 
proper amount. Your kind proposition, so fiir as regards mvself— my 
share — is so like you that I recognize the same spirit of increa'ang kind 
ness. The mortars I will send to New Haven by express. Is thtie anv 
thing else here ? I do trust this will find you greatly improved 

" Respectfully and very truly yours^ 8. L. Phelps. 

"WAsnraoTOH, June 34, 1863. 
" My dear Sie,— I regret that through any inadvertence or informality 
you should have suffered a moment's uneasiness. On receiving your let^ 
ter proposing to relinciuish your command, I gave the matter full consid- 
eration; and while I deeply regretted the necessity, I came to the con- 
clusion that ynu had acted wisely, and that it was duo to you and to the 
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service that you shoiild be relieved from all care until your system had 
recovered its vigor. Whea this decision was reached, the mere routine 
letters were prepared and sent ; but when I reached home that evening, 
and had a moment to myself, I felt it right to express my feelings and 
opinions in a free and less foi-mal manner iu i-egard to the great service 
you had rendered. This I followed up with an additional line the next 
morning. 

"I might, perhaps, have embodied some of the views and thoughts 
that naturally presented themselves in my official letter, hut I think it 
better as it is. The history of events that have occurred dMring your 
active command on the Mississippi and its tributaries is yet to be writ- 
ten; and if my life and health are spared to a season of greater leisure, I 
hope I may be able to do joui^f and others justice. Should it not sur- 
vive, the hasty notes I have addi'cssed to you will be tesiimony from one 
who, better than any one else perhaps, knows of the difficnlries and em- 
barrassments which beset you ; and there were some connected with the 
anomalous organization of the florilla that (even) you can hardly be 
aware of. Eveiy step I have watched with inexpressible solicitude; for 
I was, of course, held accountable for your success. Hod jou made a 
false step, or been unfortunate, the censorious woiild have held me re- 
sponsible for your acta. I was willing to assume that responsibility, and 
have not been disappointed. 

" I believe the public justly appreciate your labors and sufferings, and 
wDl be ready to manifest it. They should ; for all honor to the men who 
peril their lives for their country. Those of us who labor in another 
sphere must be content to witness the applause bestowed on those whom 
wo have had the good fortune or sagacity to select, for it reflects credit 
on ourselves. I have been voiy proud of your- achievements in every 
respect. 

" SliA.— I was interrupted the other evening, and meeting your broth- 
er the following mommg, I had discarded my letter; but flndmg it on 
my table this evening, I conclude to send it. 

" I was extremely glad to meet your brother, and to hear from him that 
you are so rapidly improving. We shall, I trust, have the pleasure of 
seeing you here before a great while, but first take care of your health ; 
get that fully re-established and your wound well. There is a good deal 
yet to be done, I apprehend, before this causeless and wicked rebelHoa 
is suppressed. Certainly our Navy has great labor in future, and its best 
men will be required to give it efficiency and character. It ig evident 
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ih)m what has transpired on our Western waters, that the Navy, as a means 
of national nnity ancl strength, has an importance that few hod anticipated 
before these domestic troubles developed its capabilities. We ail know 
its value aad necessity for exterior purposes, but were not aware of its 
internal strength in sustaining the goyemment. Our armies in the West 
would have been comparatively powerless without the gun-boats, and no 
future conspiracy can make such formidable headway, it^ availing our- 
selves of the wisdom derived fi'om experience, we shall be prepared with 
a proper naval armament on the interior waters. 

" I tiTiat it will benefit you to get home and visit old scenes, breathe 
the natal air, and meet early iiiends. You will have more leisure than 
myself, and must write me fi'eely and witiiout reserve, making such 
suggestions and giving such advice as your experience and observation 
authorize, and as you believe will be valuable. 

" Hoping we may see you before a great while, and glad to learn that 
your health contiDues to improve, I am very truly and sincerely yours, 
" Gideon Welles." 

" WAsniNGTOs, J-uJiy 4, 18G3. 

" Ms PEAR SiE, — Congress has just passed a bill for reorganizing the 
Navy Department. You will have seen it perhaps; but if not, you will, 
from your familiarity with the service, understand its general provisions. 
I am desirous of gathering here as our Board of Admiralty the very 
best men that we have. The Chiefs of Bureaus must constitute the ad- 
visory and suggestive counselors of the Department Our country is 
to be one of the great maritime powei-s of the world, and must have a 
Navy commensurate with its strength and position as a nation. This 
domestic war and attending events are creating a revolution in many 
respects in our Navy, and it becomes important that we take a new de- 
parture. The bill alluded to is a pioneer measure, and if we can get the 
Department properly officered and manned, we shall make a successful 
beginning. 

" I doubt if you would render more valuable service to the country 
elsewhere than in Washington at this juncture, or perhaps at any period. 
The Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting is one requiring administrative 
ability, and must necessarily be one of the most important, if not the 
most important, pillars of the Depai'tment and the service. 

" Are yon disposed to take this position, and give us your talents and 
experience in the creation and government of a Navy that shall be wor- 
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th.y of the country? Take the matter into consideration, and write mp 
as Boon as you conveniently can on the subject. 

"The hard fighting at Hichmond has not given us all we wished. 
The l033 on both sides has been very severe. 

" Iloping to hear from you soon, I am very truly your friend, 

" GiDEOK Welles. 

" Commodore Foote, Hew Haven, Oonu." 

"Washinotob, JvJ/h 5, 1863. 

" My deak Foote,— I have yours of the 2d instant. I }iave no time 
to write. I am sad at our reverse at Richmond. The gun-boat came to 
the rescue, after ali, I fear if we do not capture Richmond in twenty 
days, we shall have more trouble than we bargained for or expected. 

" The Secretary has invited you to the Bureau of Equipment, I hope 
you will take it — but you can have any thing you want^ How Congress 
cut at the Navy pay,while nothing is said ofthe respect the Army receives 
over the JSTavy. I am getting old and useless, besides am troubled with 
veitigo. Regards to madam. 

" Tours as always, in haste, Joseph Smith." 

" U. S. STEAirBK ' Benton,' neae Vioksbitrg, 1 
Jul!/ 0, 1863. [ 

" Flao-Officbk a. H. Foote, U. S. N., New Haven, Conn. : 

"Mydeae Sie, — Now that the 'Line Bill' has passed at least one of 
the Houses of Congress, I may hope soon to escape the annoyance of 
writing so awkward a title before your name. 

" I have missed you so much in tliis meetin" of the two fleets, an event 
trn 11 t h t 11 a mgs Th gh not here, your works 

h p y T\ £<. t G aii, LovmiUe, and Ga/ron- 

(fe? ( w tl tl 1 visi n a 1 dn n 1 t nd six mortar-boats, left 
M mi h n th S'^th nif h n tl It inst. The Cimestoga has 

n mdmnfmliPhtR Tl la our force. At this point, 

some five or six miles above Vicksburg, we found Flag-Ofiicer Farragut's 
fleet, which had run the blockade some three days before— or, rather, eight 
vessels of his flee1^-his flag flying on board the HatifwA. You may sup- 
pose there was great cheering at the 'meeting.' The lower fleet has 
vessels of the class of the Bic^Tnond, Iroqvtm, and Wiruma, ail beautifiil 
specimens of their class. How great the contrast of the two forces I We 
, found the officers discouraged about the place they had passed, and all 
of the opinion that nothing could be done except with the aid of a land 
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force. The batteries are on bluffs, much scattered, and covered by a large 
army. Tliese blufia do not rise abrnptly, but with a elope such that the 
batteries, placed at some distance from the river, sweep the slope and river 
shores. The fleet had suffered considerable loss, and had inflicted little or 
no injury ; and tbe question is asked, ' For what purpose did the fleet come 
above the batteries V The flotilla already controlled the river above. I 
shall surprise jou very much by telling you tliat tlie ' New Orleans fleet ' 
is ' at sixes and sevens.' Parragut's system seems to be embraced in the 
order to Captain Preble : ' Follow the KennSiec, and fire at any thiag you 
see.' His vessels can not attack down stream any better than ours, and 
can not fire ahead; they must, therefore, again run the gauntlet, and, 
taming beiow, attack agmn batteries made stronger than when the fleet 
came up. There is a great deal of gossip among the officers. Captain 
Craven has differed with the flag-officer, and, after foiling to get by the 
batteries the other day, has demanded leave, and has actually gone home. 
There are criminations and recriminations. I am happy to infonn you 
that our flotilla manifests its lessons under your hands, and has no outside 
gossip in return for the abundance offered by the lower fleet. It is pre- 
sumed that the fleet will not linger here, but will run back to below the 
batteries very soon. One thousand negroes are working hard upon a 
canal across the point here (one and a quarter miles long), which, if suc- 
cessful, will leave Vicksburg some four or five miles irom the river. Com- 
modore Porter is shelling the batteries and town from below, and Mayna- 
dier from above. We are soon to go up the Yazoo to destroy the Arhxn- 
sas and clear the river out It is expected that a large land force will 
reach here from above. The Lsnington is in White Biver. Colonel Fiteh 
has some 3000 or 4000 men, but wiU have to retire, the river being too low 
for navigation. Nothing of the Eams yet. The Ms^ort will be ready in 
iwn^— if enough be given. TheSwmfer is on the way down, andtheSra^;/ 
leaves Cmto to-day. The 8t. Louis and Mound City are at Memphis, and 
the Cairo at Fort Pillow. The PUtSmirg is at Cairo for repairs. Commo- 
dore Davis desires me to give you his best love, and to say that he gladly 
accepts your proposition about the mess. I have some ration-money be- 
longing to you ; as soon as it is settled with Henriques, I will forward it 
to you. I have written at length, but I hope not to tire you. ■ I am most 
ansions to hear from you, and learn how the change has effected you, and 
how your recovery progresses, as are all in the flotilla, 

" Kespectfully and most sincerely vow's, 

" S. L. Phelps." 
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We see by this letter that there can be anger in celestial 
minds, and that our naval heroes, like those of the Homeric 
fleet, had their little bickerings and rivalries among themselves ; 
!)ut these letters from Foote's officers, and those that follow, 
prove how deep a hold their late commander had of their af- 
fections. They show how kind-hearted and great-hearted was 
the man who could call forth such expressions. He still led 
them in spirit ; they still looked to him for encouragement and 
inspiration. There is a genuine ring of the heart in these let- 
ters \ they are not servile flatteries of one who no longer eon- 
trolled them, or from whom they expected to gain any thing. 
They came from real esteem and love, and from the grateful 
memojy of long-continued kindness and friendship. It is not 
often that a military leader has such a profound personal rela- 
tionsltip to those under him, which shows something more than 
a confidence in his ability or an admiration of his courage — 
it shows the possession in him of high moral qualities. We 
will give at this time but one other brief extract from the let- 
ters of his officere — from the brave Captain Gwin, who soon 
after was killed in a naval combat on the I 



" You may rest assured that the laurels won bj the flotilla under your 
command ■will never be taraished." 

Those who saw Commodofc Foote when he first retiu'ned 
from tiie West were struck by the excessive pallor of his face, 
the unnatural brilliancy of his eyes, and the sternness of his 
expression. It seemed as if he had passed tlu'ough a fiery or- 
deal, and had not yet escaped the sense of its tremendous press- 
ure. He had come home witli a work unfulfilled. He had 
come with a prophet's burden on him to arouse the country to 
greater exertions for its salvation. While cheerful and gentle, 
and courteous far beyond his strength in seeing and entertain- 
ing his friends, it was evident that his mind was preoccupied 
with a great purpose; and this, combined with his ill-health 
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!ind constant suffering from bia wound, produced a higli-strung 
state of mind and body, wbicli botb awed and saddened those 
who knew and loved him best. 

Public invitations, honors, and ovations began to pour ii] 
upon him, some of which will be noticed in the following chap- 
ter ; bnt he declined most of them, or those of tliem which 
did not have a direct bearing upon popular sentiment, and the 
stirring up of tlie public mind to more devoted love of the 
Union and to greater sacrifices in canning on the war. 

In the beginning of July the President sent to the Senate 
and House of Eepresentatives tlie following recommendation ; 

"I moat cordially recommend that Captain Andrew H. Foote, of tie 
U. 8. Navy, receive a vote of thanks of Congress for his emineiit services 
in organizing the flotilla oa the "Western waters, and for his gallantry at 
Fort Henry, Fort Domelson, Island No. Ten, and at various other places, 
while in command of tlie naval forces, embracing a period of nearly ten 
months. Abkaham Lincoln. 

" Washington, July 1, 1893." 

This was acted upon in the following resolution : 

"Beeohed Iry flie Senate and Hmme of HffpreserdatineA of IM United States 
ofAmei'iea, in Gmigreaa assembled, That the thanks of Congress be, and the 
same are hereby tendered to Captain Andrew H. Foote, of the United 
States Navy, for his eminent services and gallantry at Fort Henry, Fort 
Donelson, and Island No. Ten, while in command of the naval forces of 
the United States. 

"Sko. 3. And ie it further reeoked, That the PreMflent of the United. 
States be, and he is hereby requested to transmit a certified copy of the 
foregoing resolntion fo Captain Foote. 

"Approved July 10, 1803." 
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CHAPTEE XXVI. 

APPOINTBD CHIEF OF BCKEAU OF EQUIPMENT AND I 

SPEECHES AMD LETTEK8 AT ENLISTMENT MEETINGa.— 

C0KKE8F0NDBN0E. ALDMNI MEETING- AT TALE 

COLLEGE. APPOINTED KEAB-ADMIKAI., 

On the 32d of July Commodore Poote ■was made Chief of 
the "Bareau of Equipment and Eeei-uiting ;" but he did not 
go at once to his post in Washington. His physical system 
was in a totally unstrung and wi-etched state, and he hoped 
by good nursing at home to be brought into a better condition 
for public service. The government, as will be seen by the 
following letter, was, under tlie eiroumstances, willing to wait 
for him : 

" WASHrnGTON, July 24, 1863. 

" My dear Sir, — I liave yours of the SScI, and am glad to learn that 
jou are so rapidly improving. "Under the circumstances, I should ad- 
vise that you should remaiu until the time apecified by you— the 6th of 
August. We should be glad to have you here, but there is no sufflcient 
reason to jeopard or retard your permanent care. Until you come, the 
Construction Bureau will dischai^ the duties of Equipment as hereto- 
fore, and we will attend to Recruiting in the Department proper ; so that 
JOU can remain satisfied and undisturbed. I shall be glad to have your 
counsel and advice on many matters, for concentrated wisdom and tlie 
results of many good minds strengthen measures and insure good action. 

"How eifective light-draft boats, which can not carry heavy arma- 
ment, may be on the Western rivers, in low sti^s of the water and the 
banks liigh, is a question. They can do some service doubtless; but 
more, I apprehend, would be expected than they could perform. Instead 
of being incidental to land operations, the Kavy is, from events, consid- 
ered primary and indispensable to Army operations. They tell us tlic 
Navv took New Orleans ; why can it not take Ilichmond ? 
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obstructions on the Mississippi ; wliy can it not overcome them on James 
River ? Having done more ttian was expected, it is now expected we 
will do impossibilities. 

"But to revert to the object of this letter. It is best that you should 
take jnur own time to come on. I' know jou will do it at such time as 
you are satisfied it will be best for yourself and the service. 

"Very respectfully, Gidbon' Welles." 

But our wearied veteran was not suffered to enjoy perfect 
rest even at home. It was a time of uncommon excitement, 
uneei-taintj, and despondency in war matters. The cry was 
" On to Eichmond ;" but the Union armies seemed to advance 
no nearer to Richmond than they had done months before. 
"Vast preparations and expectations had been bitterly foiled. 
Great numbers of troops were needed to fill up the voids made 
by sickn^s and battles in our hosts. Immense war-meetings 
were organized in all our large cities, and every means was 
talcen to arouse popular entliusiasm and to swell enlistment. 
At one of these great enlistment meetings, called on the even- 
ing of the 8th of Jnly, in New Haven, Commodore Foote pre- 
sided. In the newspaper account of this meeting the presiding 
officer is thus spoken of : 

" The meeting in Music Hall last evening, called by a number of 
prominent citizens, to take into consideration the subject of raising the 
Connecticnt quota of the troops called for by the Pi-esident, was fully 
attended and very enthusiastic. Commodore A. H. Foote, as before «i- 
nounced, presided. His entrance upon the stage was tlie signal for pro- 
longed, and vociferous cheering. Tlie meeting was called to order by N. 
D. Sperry, who proposed three cheers for the gallant commodore of the 
■Western waters, which were given with a will. 

" Commodore Foote briefly addressed the audience. He was pleased 
to see so many ladies present. It was an encouraging sign. He felt diffi- 
dent in attempting to preside at so large an assembly. His life had been 
mostly upon the water, and his speaking had been confined to giving a 
few peremptory orders. He spoke in complimentary terms of Governor 
Buckingham, who sat near him. He spoke in terms of highest praise of 
Secretary Welles. Connecticut was honored by such a son. He refeiTed 



Hosted byGoogle 



346 Life of Admiral Fooie. 

to Commodore Gregory, wlio regretted tliat lie could not be here to- 
night — his duty in superinteuding some monitors, that will give the 
English, French, and every body else who may have the temerity to in- 
terfere with na, a warm reception, calling him away from the city. The 
commodore concluded his remarks with an expression of his belief in the 
justice of the cause of the Union, and his firm reliance upon divine Prov- 
idence for ultimate success." 

Earnest and pati'iotie speeches were made by Governor 
Bucbiiigham and others, and at the close the following resolu- 
tion was passed : 

" Mesohed, That the thanks of this meeting are due, and are hereby 
most heartUj tendered to our presiding officer, Commodore Poote — not 
only for his digniied and coui-teous demeanor this evening, but also for 
the invaluable services which he has rendered to our country." 

Ill a day or two after, a similar war-meeting was held in 
Hartford, dnring which the president of the evening read, 
amid great applause, this letter: 

"New Haven, /«;«/ 9, 1862. 

" My DBAJi Sib, — Tour kind and comiilimentary note of invitation, in 
behalf of the committee, to attend a meeting in the city of Hartford to- 
morrow evening for the purpose of encouraging enlistments, has been re- 
ceived. 

" In view of the condition of the country, requiring immediate rein- 
forcements to the Army of the Potomac to secure the possession of Rich- 
mond, the gi-eat stronghold of the rebels, I would, under other circum- 
stances, most joyfully be with you, and add my mite toward forwarding 
the grand object of your meeting ; but having been forced away irom 
my command on the Mississippi, on the eve of consummating its grand 
object — of clearmg the "Weatern rivers of ill rebel obstructions— in con- 
sequence of a wound received at Fort Donelson and suffering to-day 
irom ihe effects of presiding at the large, enthusiastic meeting here last 
evening, render it my duty to decline youi kmd imitition. But, al- 
though necessarily absent, I shall be with jon m sympathy; and in an- 
other field I hope soon, in action, to do my part, as I hope and beg that 
every citizen will also do his, either in peraon or by finding a substitute, 
toward speedily and forever crashing this wicked, causeless rebellion. 
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Let tlie ladies urge the young men to the field by their peraufugive influ- 
ence; or, if necessary to secure the quota assigned our state, let them 
decline the attentions of young gentlemen until they shall go and return 
fl^m the field of battle — having vindicated the honor of our flag, and 
contributed their part toward transmitting to posterity the rich legacy of 
that free government wliich our fathers have bequeathed to us at the sac- 
rifice of much of their best blood and treasura 

" We ask nothing for the Navy, which, nnder the efficient administra- 
tion of Secretary Welles, of whom Hartford, the State of Connecticut, and 
the nation may justlybe proud, is ready to do its part in the future, as it 
has done it in the past, toward vindicaring our flag and sustaining tlio su- 
premacy of the laws. And shall we now, after so many glorious victories, 
Bufier an ignominious defeat for want of a timely reinforcement to the 
Army ? No 1 we spuni the thought. We will famish the gallant McOlel- 
lan with men ; and, patriots of Connecticut, let us rush to the rescue, and 
the God of Battles will continue to crown our arms with victory — en- 
abling US to sustain our proud position, against enemies internal and ex- 
ternal, as one of the most powerful nations of the earth. 

" I am respectfully and very truly yours, A. H. Footb. 

" Hon. William J. Hamereley, Mayor of Hartford." 

We will not mention othei- meetings, which were character- 
istic of the times, and in which the lettere of the fighting com- 
modore — whatever may be thought of them in other respects 
— were "weighty" — were full of spirit and fire, and stirred 
tlie country like the blast of a trumpet. 

In the mean time letters from the West, detaihng in full the 
operations of the flotilla, continued to come, as if distance and 
separation made no difference in the feeling of unity between 
him and his " old command." We have space hnt for extracts 
from one of these : 

" U. S. Flag -Steamer ' Bentok,' IIississdppi Kivee, 1 
.Jukj 39, 1863. j 

" Flag-Officer a. H. Foote, U. 8. N., New Haven, Conn. : 

" My beak Sib, — I had the great pleasure to receive your letter of the 
19th itistant this morning, and I am most grateful to you for it. I am 
attempting to answer it undei' difficulties, having a felon upon the fore- 
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finger of my right Land. I am ve.y gkd, indeed, to hear of your im- 
proved healfJi, and that the foot is mending. Count the months since 
you were wounded; does it not seem an age? aud all so different now 

from what we hoped for after the fall of Donelson I wrote to you a 

short Mme since, which letter, I beUeve, shared the fate of the Sam Wood. 
fired into and burned on her way up to Memphis. Should I be in error, 
you will know why I go back over most of our stay at Vicksbur^. 

"Before we went down, a plan had been made by Flag-Officer Da- 
vis for an expedition up the Taj;oo River, iutending to destroy the 
enemy's vessels thei'e, and especially the Avkansi^. . . . Refugees brought 
yeiy contradictory reports about the ArMnsai; but Commodore Davis, 
seeing that the lower fleet remained quietly above, resolved upon a 
move np the Yazoo, and first dispatched a reconnoitring force to as- 
certain the strength of the batteries covering the obstructions, and t* 
learn generally what force to send up. The Tat/lor and ram Queen. o/t?m 
Wed were to go on this reconnoissance, while the Caronddet should go 
up to the mouth of the ' old' river, and remain till the return of the first 
two. The boats left here at 4 A.Jl, and before 6 A.M. began firing, a-s 
we supposed, on guenillas, bushwhackers, or the like. We, howevei', 
soon ordered steam up. It appears that the boats met the ArMriaas verj' 
soon ; that she had a few minutes' fight with the Caronddet at close quar- 
ters, in which she {the ArUnsas) seems to have got holes below the water- 
line, as they were seen pumping and baiUng ; a«d that, aflier shoving th^ 
Cmvndekt on shore, she pushed on, now using her two bow guns witli 
effect on the old Taylo?-'a square stem at some two hundred yards' dis- 
tance. Qwin made a good fight. The ram Quem ran away on the begin- 
ning of the firing They were soon down upon us. Not one of the 
lower fleet had fires kmdled The old Bent<m smoked vigorously; still 
there was not st(.am to move her huge hulk ; and other vessels had so 
crowded about us that we could not slip and drop down with tiie cur- 
rent till buch time as steam was ready, and by the time we began to 
move the rebel was a mile below. He had received the fire of Farragut's 
fieet, scarcely one doing him harm except the Bichmond, Captain Alden, 
whose broadside made the iron fly splendidly— whole bars going up 
twenty feet in the air. It was hard times with the rebel evidently. None 
of his shot hurt any one on board the vessels at anchor, or did damage 
worth mentioning. One cut away a stanchion for us, and left its traces 
on the back of my sack-coat— so much for the fevors of my friend Brown. 
We followed the Ai-!uiitsas down till fired upon by the batteries, She 
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had escaped It was settled that we at six o'clock should engage the 

upper batteries while the lower fleet was passing, which would leave am- 
ple daylight for them to see the rebel gun-boat, which is panted an earth 
color, not distinguishable at night. Anchors were suspended from main- 
yai-ds, and grapplings from the cross-jack yards ; in short, most elaborate 
preparations were made for the advantage of the rebel intruder, and none 
conld doubt of its immediate destruction. One grand ram, the Srnntf^, 
was loaned for the occasion. At six o'clock we were under way ; and, 
while the sun still blamed in his glory, were again in hot exchange of 
compliments wiOi the enemy's battery of six rifled guns. No vessels of 
the othei' fleet moved yet, and for three quarters of an hour we were still 
watching to see them come. At last, as the twilight began, they started, 
and we could scarcely tell when the foremost vessel passed the upper 
battery, and saw nothing of the hindmost ones. The thing was a failure. 
We hadnoneedofreportsfrombelow to tellns that. . . . The next night 
came and passed imdisturbed by one sullen sound. The day after there 
were still threats of destruction to the horned enemy ; and this went 
on till, finally, the Sssea> jmd ram Qaemi of the West made tteir attempt. 
This was against Commodore Davis's judgment. Flag -Officer Far- 
ragut himself came up, spent most of the day with Commodore Da- 
vis, and matured a plan of attack, which was this: The Essex and ram 
Queen of the Wesit were to go down and attack the Arlcansas at daylight 
next morning, we covering them at the upper batteries, while the lower 
fleet should attack the lower batteries, and prevent them flring with ef- 
fect on the attacking boats. The Smnter was also to go up to assist. 
. . . Morning came ; we engaged the upper battei'ies ; the Essex and 
ram Qaeen in due time passed down. No guns ft'om the lower fleet 
could be heard; we continned to listen in vain, and our hearts grew 
heavy. Our two vessels, unsustained, could not endure the fii'e of both 
batteries and rebel gun-boat. The rebel fire was very heavy. Presently 
the Queen came up badly shattered. She had struck the rebel, but not 
eflectively; and in the tenible flre upon her could not renew the at- 
tempt Tlie Esse^ had poured her fli-e into the enemy, but in the swiit 
current could not be managed well enough to lay by the fellow, enduring 
the while the terrible raking flre of those lower batteries as well as of the 
others. The lower fleet was at anchor ; the Sumter not to be seen. It is 
a fact worthy of notice that when the Queen struck the Arhxnsas, half the 
crew jumped overboard. The Essex's shot made big holes in her sides, 
and cries wei'e heard on boai'd. No explanation was made of the failure 
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of the lower fleet to do its part in the attack. The Bumtefs orders re- 
quired her to wait till that fleet should open iipon the lower batteries, 
which was to have been Biraultaneoits with our fire upon the upper works, 
when ste was to pusii up to the attack. Erben waited vidnly for the 
ooneert«d signal. I am told that Commodore Davis's letter was construed 
as a Tequeat to make no attack on the lower batteriea. Knowing the plan, 
as I have described it to you, however imperfectly, is it possible to render 
it ia that manner? It was no part of the plan to pass those batteries, but 
to attack them at twelve himdred or fifteen hundred yards ftoni below. 
The whole thing was a fizzle. My growl is done. The lower fleet left, 
and not a vessel was sunk in the attempt to take the Arkamm. The land 
foree also left. Of three thousand two hundred men, only eight hundred 
remained on duty. It now became proper to consider the state of the 
flotilla, and what it could effect. Five of the thirteen veaaela were un- 
dergoing repairs ; two of them had got below Vicksburg, uselessly on the 
failure of the lower fleet, and of couise could not get back. Of the six 
remwnicg vessels, one is at Fort Pillow, another at Memphis, and four 
with us. Evidently we could do nothing with Vicksburg without a land 
force. Forty per cent, of our people were already sick with the fever. 
General Curtis had been forced from the interior of Arkansas back upon 
the Misassippi, at Helena, and evidently is pressed by superior numbers. 
Our vessels on the river were being flred into at various points by field 
batteries. We had no gun-boats with which to convoy, or even to keep 
open communications. No good couM arise from remaining where we 
were ; but co-operation with General Cmtia offered a field, and the cli 
mate at the same time would no doubt be beneficial to oui numeious 
sick. Evidently our vessels were soon to be eniirely dis.^bled by flick 
ness if we should remain where we were. For these reasons T\e ul now 
on onr way to Helena, Arkansas. 

" However much this long letter may boi-e yoii, I trust you will give me 
credit for persistence, at least, for wi'iting it has been a painflil undei'tak- 
ing, I feel keenly what reflects upon the flotilla. The escape of the Ar- 
hmrns is very annoying. It should, however, be remembered that it was 
imposable to keq) steam np to 120 or 130 lbs., while the lower fleet 
put out fii'es. 

"I have read with interest yoiu; speech at New Haven and your pub- 
lished letters. Ton have planted yourself firmly in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, and I have no doubt you will always be foremost there. Wlien will 
you go to Washington ? Do not forget the flotilla when you have the 
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cares of tie Bureau upon you. I am ever mindful of the debts I owe 
your frieudsliip, and trust I shall not prove unworthj to retain my place 
in your esteem, 

"Respectfully and most truly yours, S. L. Phelps." 

The foregoing is an ineide view, -wi-itten evidently with a 
sore mind, of the unsuccessful attempts of the gun-boats, sin- 
gle-handed, to do any thing toward the capture of Viclisburg 
—it remained for General Grant to throw the weight of his 
sword into the seaJo. The Arhamas fairly eatight the vessels 
napping, and, coining upon them so unexpectedly, was able to 
drive her furious, and, as it actually proved, destructive way 
through the fleets. The first attempt of FaiTagnfc to destroy 
her was unsuccessful, doubtless owing to the darkness ; and 
the second attempt by Davis was not followed up by a geueral 
attack of the lower fleet, owing, it would seem, to a misunder- 
standing; however, this letter of an able officer and honest 
man, written though it may be from a partisan stand-point, 
is one of the data upon which reliable history must be formed. 
His strictm-es are not to be carelessly disi-egai-ded or con- 
temned. 

This friendly letter from Commodore Paulding is a sample 
of the hearty and brotherly style of correspondence and inter- 
course that, for some reason or other, prevails in the Navy, in 
which, if we mistake not, there is more of real esprit de corps 
than even in the Anny ; the heart speaks right out, and there 
is an almost womanish tenderness among men who have seen 
danger and toil in their sternest a 



" Navy Yahj}, New York, July 37, 1863. 
" My DBAit Flao-Officbk,— I was charmed to get your letter yester- 
day, which I scarcely deserved for having ao long omitted to tender you 
my congi'atulationa on your safe return to your home, lamily, and friends. 
For one, I long felt great solicitude about you, and feared there were 
many chances against a partial recovery even of your limbs ; and when 
you told me of swelling, fever, and loss of appetite, I feared gi-eatly for 
Aa 



Hosted byGoogle 



352 Life of Admiral Foote. 

the gallant friend whose deeds have swelled my heart with pride and 
pleasure. 

"I am glad they have paid you the compliment of placing you at the 
head of a Bureau, and am sure that any pla«e you may assume will be 
well filled ; and yet for your health, and for the service that we wont you 
to perform, might well question the propriety of your doing any thing 
just now to irritate your lameness or hazard your permanent cure at au 
early day. To go from your home in Wasliington, wherever it may be, to 
the Department, in the condition your foot is in, may do this ; and, with 
all my interest in what may concern your present pride and dignity, I 
could have wished they had. let jou alone until you had time to get well. 
You could well help on at the West when there was so much to be done — 
fighting and working on crutches whUe there was any thing left of you; 
but now, in a diflerent position in public life, they should let you alone, 
or give you the nominal supervision of your Bureau. 

" I have tried to write every day since your letter came, but my inter- 
ruptions are so continual that I am eye and head weary. 

"I had a letter from yesterday from Mosquito Inlet, where he 

is commander-in-chief, and so desperately in love with his wife that 
nothing but a fight, I should think, would take the liomesickness out of 

"I read to Leonard what you said of liim. He made no reply, but 
is always fiill of admiration of your naval skill and cool, determined 

" The only picture I have in my house is yours. Come and see it, if 
you can, when you pass on. I will give you good quarters and hearty wel- 
come. Tom' friend Captain Hoggs, of the tug, has just stepped in. He 
says there is nobody like you. I write in some haste. My kind congrat- 
ulations and all my good wishes to Mrs. Foote, Petite, and the boy. 

" Your iricnd, H. PathiDing." 

During these years of tlie war, and especially the eventful 
year 1862, when the country was passing through its profound- 
est crisis, every convocation of the people — political, religions, 
or educational — partook of the warlike and patnotic character 
of the times. The coimti^'s safety was tlic uppermost topic. 
The toga then yielded to arms. The men of action went 
before the men of thought. The churches wero assemblies of 
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those who prayed for the success of the Union arms or sought 
strength to inalie great aaerifieea. The colleges and scliools 
of learning were filled with this patriotic and martial spirit. 
The Commencement Day of Tale College in New Haven 
this year occurred on the 30th of July, There was a large 
gathering of the alumni of tlie college ; and altliongh the usual 
business of the meeting was duly dispatched, evidently the 
great controlling object of the assembly was that of the coun- 
try's condition. This was the gravitating current of every ad- 
dress and the intense tliought of every heart. Those present 
will not forget the impressive scene when, advancing slowly 
through the crowd of scholars and civilians, Commodore Foote 
made his way on crutches and took his seat upon the platform. 
For a moment there wi^ a hush of silence, and then a burst of 
enthusiastic greeting. He was dressed in full uniform. His 
head, carried erect and proud, his full, black eye, his earnest 
brow, his pale face, his form bearing the marks of wounds 
and sufferings, contributed to make a picture both noble and 
pathetic. 

After a resolution in relation to the public exigency had 
been introduced and spoken upon by Hon, W. W. Ellsworth, 
Prof. Thacher rose and quoted the Latin phrase, " Ex pede 
Herculeni" which the audience translated by loud cries of 
"Foote I" 

He thereupon arose and spoke bi-iefly. He referred to the 
advantages of a college education in every department and 
business of life, and paid a tribute to Tale as not forgetting 
the claims of a practical nature upon every true man, and 
the good of the country and of humanity, in her method of 
education. He spoke also of the Western campaign, gave 
high praise to General Ilaileck, and urged on educated young 
men the necessity of engaging at this critical hoiu- in the serv- 
ice of the country. He concluded by an allusion to his old 
friend President Roberts, of Liberia, who was seated near him, 
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On that day, 30th of July — although the appointment dated 
back to the 16tli — he officially received the appointment of 
Rear- Admiral on the Active List. 

He had thus risen to tlie highest rank belonging to his pro- 
fession, and risen, not by a sudden leap, but by regular steps, 
by filling eveiy subordinate position, by hard labor and toil, 
by actual worth and noble deeds. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

CONGEA.TTJLATIOUS AND COKIiESPOSDENCE. — SWOKD PEE8ESTATI0N 
AT BROOKLYN. 

Conge AT ETLATOET letters from old friends in great numbers 
followed upon his new ap^TOintmcnt, of which we subjoin two 
or three : 

" ■Washirgtoit, Auffuat 3, 1863. 

" My DBAS Admiral, — It was my intention to have sent my congratu- 
lations on your promotion ■with the commission, but my time is not within 
my control. You know that my congratulations and regard are none the 
leas sincere than if earlier tendered. Long may you live to bear the title 
and wear the honors you have so gallantly earned. 

"I trust your health and wounds continue to improve. It has occurred 
to me that, under the circumstances of your debility, it might be impru- 
dent for you to Come from the North, at this early period, to such an un- 
healthy plaoe as Washington is at this season. Should such be the case, 
and you would prefer to delay your entrance upon your Bureau duties, I 
&o not think any particular inconvenience would result thereirom for the 
present. I mention this in order that you may take your own time to 
come here, for affaira can go on as heretofore for a few weeks without se- 
rious injury. 

" I am in hopes I shall be ahle to leave Washington the latter part of 
the month for a week or two. Eespectfolly, Gidkoh Welles." 

" ' Sabine,' New Lobdon, August 1, 1863. 

"My dear Admieal, — It is a source of deep regret that I could not 
make you a yisit. A dispatch from the Secretary yesterday, directing 
mo to send ' every available man on board to Cairo, III., immediately,' gave 
me, as you may suppose, occupation, and necessitated my foregoing the 
pleasure of visiting you. 

" My good ship has really created an excitement in New London ; and, 
touching the facilities of the harbor for naval purposes, it promisea great- 
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advaotages. I wish jou could have seen my ship. To have had her in- 
spected l)j JOU, and to have given you your first salute as an admiral, 
belieTe me when I say it, would have teen to me most gratifying. Rest- 
ing as the SaSme does in the waters of your own state, there appears tj) 
me something peculiarly appropriate in this, and I lament that your de- 
parture will prevent me having the pleasure of extending the hand to 
you. Allow me to ask ttie favor to be very kindly presented to Mi's. 
Foote, and I wish you to know liow pleased I am to address you as Ad- 
miral. Very truly your fi'iend, C. Eikggold." 

" Fortress Mokboe, Ya., August 4, 16S3. 
" ADStiRAi. Foote, U. S. W,, New Haven, Conn. : 

'■ My deab Sir, — It is with great joy I hasten to congratulate my okl 
and esteemed eommander — and the service and countiy as well — on his 
well-merited promotion to the high grade of Admiral, I felt when I read 
the news as if I myself had been honored ; and I think I will hold on 
to the notion, since I declared when you were put in command at the 
West tliat yon were the right man for the place, and I accordingly in- 
vested in you my entire stock of confidence. Success is almost certain 
where professional skill, heroism, and Christian faith are combined. I am 
sure jou will be greatly encouraged to go on in setting us all a high ex- 
ample of what constitutes the true officer. 

" I am paymaster in charge of stores for the squadron, with my stores 
and clerks on board of store-schooners scattered over all this now exten- 
sive station. I wish jou could come hei'e as ftdmirnl of the squadron. 
I learn that Admiral Goldsborough has applied to be relieved. I have 
been hoping you might come, 

" Very truly and respectfully yours, Thomas H, Tookeb. 

" P, S, — I tJiTst your wounds are healing rapidly." 

"Albany, August 13, 1863. 

" Rbar-Admiral Foots, — Is not that a good title ? And how heartily 
I congratulate you on it, you very well know. 

" I wrote you a few days ago at New Haven, and hope you received the 
precious document, I leave here on Monday next for Cairo. I go with 
htiavy heart, m view of the acting-lieutenancy tliat I still hold ; neverthe- 
less, I go with mind brimful of patriotism. 

" The last pay-bill gives to acting-lieutenants 11875, and a ration when 
at sea. Is there no way that I can be regarded as on sea-service ! I think 
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I ought to be placed on the sea-list, aa all my stores are afloat. I shall bo 
■flie only aea-officer in the Western flotilla who receives shore pay. Ton 
know how responsible m j duties are, and how constant they are, and that 
I deserve the increased pay. I have hope that the nest OongreBS wilt do 
me justice. 

" If you get the command of a fleet, recollect that I must go with yon. 
I expect to hear of your haying the Hampton Boads fleet any day. I 
have had such quiet and domestic happiness in my visit hence, that it is 
hard to leave my family. When leisure and inclination prompt, let mn 
hear from you. Sincerely yours, 

" J. P. Sampokd, Ordnance-Officer of Flotilla." 

The following is a letter of more eoinbre hue ; and, as a son 
pleading the cawse of a father, it is so noble that we insert it 
here : 

" Mississippi Tlotilla, CAmo, III,, August 38, 1863. 

" My dear AnwiEii., — I have jnst learned, what you have probably 
known before, that my Mher has been considered by the late Advisory 
Board unfit for promotion to the rank of Commodore— in other words, has 
been overslaughed. 

" I have taken the liberty to address jou, for I know you are one of my 
fether's fast friends. By the Retiring Board of 1834, which scrutinized 
the merits of officers far more strictly than the present Board could have 
had time to do, nothing was alleged against hhn. Prom that time until 
the breaking out of the present war he was not on duty, notwitliatanding 
repeated applications, because his position in the list obliged him to wait, 
as you well know, until others above him had been served in turn. 

"At the breaking out of the war father was assigned to iha Nimsaippi. 
He continued in command for some nine months, when he was suddenly 
relieved by Captain Melancthon Smith, and ordered home. Upon reach- 
ing Washington, he was informed by the Department that he had been 
relieved ' upon vague and indefinite rumors ' in relation to the ram Ma- 

" The facta in this instance were, that when the Mississippi was blockad- 
ing off Pass & I'Ontre, the Manassm remained in Mght of the Mimmf^i 
two days, but all the while inside of the bar. Some newspaper corre- 
spondent reflected severely upon father for not attacking her. There 
were seventeen feet of water on the bar ; the Mimssippi drew twenty-one 
feet. At the time ofttic attack upon New Orleans,with every thing out of 
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lier, it required all her power and that of two other steamers to force her 
over. Admiral Fairagut nevci' made any report in the case, and the whole 
rests upon the bare statement of an ignorant newspaper correspondent. 

" My father was tembly mortified and chagrined. He told Secretary 
Welles, and I believe he meant it, that he would rather have been shot 
than ordered home. 

"You iiave all the facts as far as I believe that any thing rests against 

" No offloer in the Navy loves hia profession better, or lias sought to do 
his duty more strictly than, my father — I feel you will agree with me. By 
accident I happened to see him on his return from the Gulf, and the deep 
depression of spirits and mortification, which he could not seem to throw 
off, make me fear that this last blow will be almost too much for him to 
bear. But there is a good God who rules all things, and it is my prayer 
that He will not tiy him without giving to father divine sti'ength to meet 
this undeserved disgrace with resignation. 

" I would make a personal request of you, my dear sir— that you would 
see the Secretary, and obtain decided information whether fether will now 
be retained in command of the San Franmeo for three years or not. It 
was mother's intention to have joined him in California, with some of the 
family, the coming October. It will save her much expense, and a long 
andardnousjoumey, if you can obtain this information and let her know, 
directing to the care of J. I. Soley, Esq., Boston. 

" I trust you will excuse this long letter from me. I feel deeply — very 
deeply — this blow at fether's reputation, because I know it is so entkeiy 
undeserved. Father's professional path has in the later years of his life 
been strewn with thorns ; and to one to whom professional reputation 
has been so great an object, this last injustice, I know, will bring him in 
sorrow to the grave. 

"With renewed hopes that yon may soon recover that health whose 
loss you have suffered in the seiTice of our beloved country, 

" I have the honor to he most sincerely yonr obedient servant, 
" Thomas O. Selfeidob, Jr., 

" Lieutenant-Commanding U. S. K." 

Such a letter as the foregoing could never have been ad- 
dressed to one who had not tlie power of drawing out the con- 
fidence of others — who had not great simplicity and sympathy. 
It could not have been written to a mere official, who looked 
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at things in a routine way, and who had lost the true feelings 
of a man in a merely quarter-deck view of authority. 

In regard to the flotilla, the corr^ondencc during the sum- 
mer and autumn of 1862, more iitful and far between, is still 
kept up between Foote and his former associates at the West. 
In point of discipline, efficiency, and fighting power, the fleet 
rather degenerated after the battle of Memphis, chiefly on ac- 
count of the changes among and loss of old ofliceiB. The 
Benton still remained formidable ; tlie Cairo and Pittsburg 
were of little use, and the Louisville hardly better ; the Oi-nr 
ci/nnati leaked badly after coming off the stocks; the Oa/ron- 
delet had been badly cut up by the Arkansas, while the Mound 
City remained without a crew, until Captain Gwin took her 
and made her an efiicient Yessel. The Benton aud the Last- 
port were really the only effective iron-clads left on tlie river. 
We would anticipate a few months, and give a letter of David 
D. Porter, who succeeded Davis in the command of tlie Missis- 
sippi squadron, and then we niust dismiss the fortunes of that 
flotilla which has necessarily occupied so much of our atten- 
tion: 

" TJ. S. Misaisaippi Squadkok, Yazoo En'EE, ) 
January 3, 1803. ) 

" My deae Admieal,— I have not had time to answer your letter in 

relation to . I appointed him a master-mate, ancl he got 

dnink the first night he went on shore, and broke his liberty ; bo says the 
report of his commander, who recommended him for promotion. I could 
not oYerlook the oflenae, and keep up my character for consistency. We 
have had lively times up the Yazoo — imagine the Yazoo becoming the 
theatre of war. We waded, through sixteen miles of torpedoes to get at 
the forta (seven in number) ; but when we got thus far, the fire on tlie 
boats from the riflemen, in pits dug for miles along tlie river, and from the 
featteries, became very annoying ; and that gallant fellow Gwin thought 
he could check them, which he did until he was knocked over with the 
most fearful wound I ever saw. He could not advance, the torpedoes 
popping up ahead as thick as mushrooms, and we have had pretty good 
evidence of their power for mischief. I never saw more daring displayed 
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than by the brave fellows who did the work. The forts are powerful 
works, out of tbe reach of ships, and on high hills, plunging their shot 
through the upper deck, aaii the river ia so narrow that only one vessel 
could engage them until the torpedoes conld all be removed. The old 
war-horse (Bentori) retained her ancient renown, and, though much cut 
up, is ready for any tiling. Gwin there is little hope for ; no man conlA 
live with such a wound. He is a noble, gallant fellow. I have him in 
my cabin, and do all I can for him; his sufferings are terrible. 

" The same day the army made an assault on the forts back of Vicks- 
burg ; it was a fearful place they went through, with double their num- 
ber opposed to them. They drove the rebels like sheep, who fired into 
their own fugitives, and knocked them over like nine-pins. That helped 
our party some ; but our reserve (a new regiment) fired into our own 
troops while they were going to tbe batteries, and the supporting bri- 
gade did not come itp to the sci'atcli. Tlie men on the batteries were 
cut off by the rebels when they saw them unsupported, and were cut ti) 
pieces. We lost fifteen hundred men in about ten minutes. Vicksburg 
was at one time ours, but we had not men enough to Kpeat the experi- 
ment. Tbe result has been, in two days Vieksburg baa been reinforced 
by twenty thousand men ft'oia Grenada, and ten thousand from Jackson, 
and we can do nothing until reinforced. In front, Vieksburg is unassail- 
able, as it is fortifled in every direction with the best of guns. I don't 
know what the army will do now. 

"McClcmand has just arrived, and will take command. Our plan was 
for Bberman to arrive here on the SBth, while Grant pushed on to Canton 
with fifty thousand men, to come in on tbe rear of Vieksburg. Grant has 
not been beard iirom, and it was deemed necessary to attack Vieksburg 
before it could he reinforced ; now it will take a large army to capture 
it. The rivers are all too low for the Nary to operate witli any thing but 
light-draft boats, but in a month we will begin to have water. The old 
iron-clada are all breaking do vn but in two months I expect to get 
some of the new ones, which are pietty nOol vessels. I have to send 
away four vessels to-morrow, in coi sequence ot fears entertained by some 
generals about invasion. Don't be istonisbedatthe list of darkies I send 
you. I could get no wliite men, so I woik them in. They do flrst-rate, 
and behave iar better than their masters. Give my kindest regards to 
Mrs. F., and believe me very sincerely yours, David D. Porter. 

" Eear-Admiral Andrew H. Foote, II. S. N., Chief of Bureau 1 
of Equipment and Recruits, Washington, D, C." f 



Hosted byGoogle 



Presentation of a Sword. 361 

lu tliu montli of May, 1862, Commodore I'oote received a 
note from a number of gentlemen in Brooklyo, N.Y,, eigiii- 
fjing their desii'o to present him a sword as a token of per- 
sonal esteem and of admiration for his public services, and re- 
quested him to name a time for the presentation. About the 
middle of the following September the presentation took place 
in the Brooklyn Athenfeum, in the presence of many distin- 
guished naval officers and of a brilliant assembly of citizens. 
The sword was ornamented with devices having reference to 
the exploits of our hero in various parts of the world.* In 

* The sword ivas an elegant one, having cost $3500. It is thus de- 
scribed : " The pummel represents a golden hemisphere, studded witli 
stars, on which test branches of olive and oak, beneath a group of trophies. 
Theguard,wliichi3part of the chief feature of the whole, contains a basso- 
relievo of Neptune returning triumphant on his car. The figure of Nep- 
tune, bold and spirited, stands in his car, leaning ttpon his trident ; at his 
feet are the spoils of victory. Two vigorous horses draw the cai' of the 
god, attended by sea-nymphs and tritons blowmg trumpets. This basso- 
relievo is encircled by open acroU-work, forming a rich and harmonious 
arrangement of lines, the effect of which is exceedingly pleasing. At the 
bottom of the guard is a boldly modeled head of a dolphin. On the 
scabbard are a series of relievos, illustrating some of the prominent ex- 
ploits of the hold sailor to whom this was given. Finst is exhibited 
Foote's bombardment of Chinese forts, with appropriate ornamental em- 
blems and scenery. The second exhibits skilLfnl and daring operations 
in the bombardment of Island No. Ten, wherein the uncouth mortar- 
boatfl are wrought ont in great perfection — the slanting sides, smoke- 
stacks, port-holes, etc., of the bomb-ketches being set forth with great 
accuracy. There are also various incidents of operations on the Cumber- 
land and Tennessee rivers. Lower down are emblematic allusions to 
Foote's esperience on the African coast. The following inscription is cut 
on the scabbai'd in beautiftil characters: 'Presented by the citizens of 
Brooklyn to Fiag-Officer Andrew H. Foote, as a testimonial of their high 
personal regard, of their appreciarion of his eminent professional char- 
acter, distinguished public services, and moral influence in a long career 
of active duty ; and especially of his eiBciency in the suppression of the 
Blave-tradeontliecoast of Africa; his gallant conduct in the destruction 
of the Barrier Forts in China ; his masterly skill and energy in the crea- 
tion of a flotilla, and of his brilliant and intrepid bombardment therewith 
of the rebel fortifications of the Tennessee, the Cumberland, and the Mis- 
sissippi,' The sword-blade is richly covered with artistic designs, and 
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his reply to the address which was made to him he made ref- 
erence to those scenes represented upon the sword, saying, 
among other things, that " the difficulties of creating the flo- 
tilla — the days and nights of mental agony in its preparation 
— rendered tlie suhsequent fighting, speaking eomparatively, a 
pleasant episode ;" and he closed his speech with these words, 
which were received with great applause : 

" Again, then, I thank you for this beautiful sword, which I shall ever 
regard aa a personal gift of friends who have elevated and ennobled the 
walks of civil life. I shall carefully preserve it, I shall endeavor to be 
worthy of it. And I shall hope to transmit it to my latest posterity aa 
an evidence of your friendship and appreciation, and as an indncenient 
to them to be faithful in vindicating out glorious Union, and tte suprem- 
acy of the Constitution and the laws— at home and abroad — against in- 
ternal and external enemies. I will wield it for the whole country against 
any state— aye, even the State of NewYorkor CoimecticTit — should either 
prove recreant in attempting to withdraw their star — the emblem of 
their state — from the blue union of our glorious old flag. 

" To this end I pray that I may be enabled to act as faithi\illy in the 
future as I humbly hope I have done in the past — when meeting our ene- 
mies in the East as in my efforts toward crushing this atrocious rebell- 
ion m the "^01 th I aay this atrocious rebeUion; and is it not an atro- 
eioua rebellion wl en the South is presenting the mournful spectacle to 
the ciyilized ■« orld of having voluntanly gone into the election of the 
Piesideney as presciihed. by tl e C nstitution and, finding itself in the 
minority attempts to rule or luin th government it had, ia common 
with the North fought to establish 'i 

The ( ccasion and circumstances have led me to revert to past scenes 
and pfjaonal services Having done this, permit me, in this solemn crisis, 
to add that a glorious future is assuredJy open to us and to our country, 
under Providence, on the condition that the entire loyal North immedi- 
ately arises in its might, laying aside all other considerations, and concen- 
trates its power to the work of crushing this monster rebellion finally and 
forever." 

near the hilt, surrounded with graceful scroll-work, is the motto — '■Ihmt 
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One of the papere of the day, in its account of this affair, 
says; 

" As soon as the noble sailor made his appearance, the audience arose 
and gave cheer upon cheer, waving their liata and handkerchiefe with a. 
patriotic enthiisiasm seldom witnessed. Admiral Foote is not only a good 
fighter, but an eloquent impromptu speaker, with a full, rich voice, and a 
ready command of language. In person, he ia of ordinary stature, well 
built, with plump limbs and square shoulders. He has dark brown hair, 
not silvered enough to be noticeii ; but his whiskers isb well frosted. 
His head is finely developed, and when he speaks his eyes flash with elec- 
tric Are. When he raised the beautiful sword and wielded it, saying, ' I 
will draw tills sword in defense of the Union and the Constitution and 
the country,' the spell-bound audience broke forth in demonsti'ations of 
applause." 
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LOSS OF CHILDEBN. C0KKE8PONDKNCB AU' WASHINGTON. AP- 

rOINTMENT TO COMMAND OF SOUTH A-LXANTXO 
SQUADRON.- — LAST DAYS AND DEATH. 

Public honors were quickly followed by a deep family 
affliction, the death of the admiral's two youngest daughters, 
Emily Fredeiica and Maria Eudocia, within ten days of each 
other. The first of tliese was a little blind girl, whom her fa- 
ther regarded witli a peculiar tenderness, always asking when 
he came into the house, before he spoke with any one else, 
" Where is my little Emily ?" The second was a lovely child 
of seven yeai's of age ; and thus, within sis months, three cliil- 
dren were taken from him. The letters of sympathy which 
came from men overwhelmed with great public cares do honor 
to their writers' hearts. Admiral Joseph Smith, before little 
Maria had died, prays that "Petite'''' may be spared to her fa- 
ther ; and as the following letter has relation also to the move- 
mente and plans of the subject of this memoir, we here give it 
in full: 

"Washington, Oetob«r 15, 1863. 

"Mt dbak Sm,— Admiral Smith submitted to me your note to liim 
announcing yonr affliction, and has doubtless written you my desire that 
you would, under this dispensation, take your own time and your own 
way to resume your duties. 

" Believe me, my dear sir, I most deeply sympathize with you as a friend 
and parent, for I also have been bereaved, having five times followed to 
the grave those who, in the course of nature, I had anticipated would 
have done me that sad ofSce. 

"The sufferings and death of our children are hard to endure, and our 
consolation is not of this world when such sorrows are upon us. To Him 
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who gave and who has taken to himself the gifla that are so precious 
we must look, and in Him put oui' trust. 

" Give yourself no thought or care of the duties now. They shall be 
attended to. 

" With kindest regard and sincereat sympathy to Mrs. Foot* and your- 
self, heUeve me, Tery truly yours, Gideon Welles." 

Although Admiral Foote could not enter as yet entirely 
upon his duties as Chief of Bureau of Equipment and Kecruit- 
ing, he still was in consultation with the government in regard 
to its affairs, as this extract from a letter dated September 20, 
1862, emanating from hie office, will indicate : 

"I have careftiUy considered the proposition and views of Mr. de la 
Montaguie, consul of the United States at Nantes, with reference to ob- 
taining sailors for the Navy. 

" I consider the plan objectionable, especially that part of it iiiducing 
the Norwegian sailors in Nantes to leave their vessels in England, as it 
would involve a responsibility of employing an agent or agents in differ- 
ent ports of England for the transportation of them to the United States ; 
besides, tlie number of Norwegian sailors thus obtained would be but 
comparatively few to the amount of expense and risk of implication. 

" While Norway possesses the largest merchant marine of any country 
in Europe except England and France, yet comparatively few Norwegian 
sailors enter our service, and the reason is, they seldom desert their vessels 
in foreign ports, and are strongly attached to their homes. 

" As emigration is increasing, and our mode of warfere at sea of late 
ha,s been modified by the iron-clads, we require a less number of sailors. 
Landsmen are q^uickly trained in the exercise of guns, etc. I am induced 
to believe the better plan would be to employ some agent or agents to 
publish in different parts of Germany and in the North of Enrope the 
high wages, et«., that the United States Government pays to seamen, 
landsmen, and boys who are entering our Navy; this might have the ef- 
fect of inducing young men, especially in the North of Europe, to emi- 
grate for the purpose of entering the service. 

"In the free port of Hamburg, more sailore could be procnied than 
in any port in Europe; and should any effort be made to secure foreign 
seamen, this free port would afford us tlio guatc^t number without im- 
pii eating our government. 
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" Hamburg is, as you tnow, a free port, and aailoK from all nations 
are thero largely represented." 

We are glad to insert here one letter from that noble sea- 
paladin, Fari'agut, albeit it is of an entirely business char- 
acter : 

" New- Ohleaks, March 7, 186S. 

"Bear Admibai, — 1 have received yours of the 36th ult., in which 
you give me the pleasing intelligence that you have sent me one hundred 
recruits by the Gircaman. If they had been twenty days sooDer, they 
would have been invaluable to me ; as it ia, they are very valuable. I will 
take the men I want from the Fenmcola, and let Commodore Mori'is 
supply himself temporarily fi'om the recruits. 

" I am dreadfully in want of both officers and men, I do not wish to 
place the vessels of war in the hands of inexperienced men, and yet I do 
not know how to avoid iL Veiy truly yours, 

"D. G. Fahbagut, Eear-Admiral. 

" Eear-Admiral A. H. Foote, Chief of Bureau of Ec[uip- 1 
ment and Recruiting, WasMugton, D. C." j 

At the end of the year 1862, and the beginning of 1863, we 



ington, busy 
ing himself 
ve service ; 



find the admiral settled with his family in Washir 
with the duties of his new oiBce, apparently throwin 
into them with tlie same ardor that he did into aetiv 
and we hear Kttle in regard to his health, although it was in 
no sense reassured, but continued growing perhaps gradually 
worse. Much of his time and attention seems to have been 
taken up with the matter of furnishing naval vessels at all 
occupied stations on our extended coast with coal, and fi 
with contractors, public carriers, and owners of f: 
and chartered vessels in regard to their exorbitant war-prices. 
It was his habit to carry through his measures at any cost, but 
the old Connecticut blood in him prompted him to the great- 
est economy practicable. He was strict and scrutinizing in 
business matters, and was ever in favor of retrenchment. He 
never gave way to the feeling of irresponsibility in the lavish 
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expenditure of the public funds even in times of great public 
demoralization and peril, but kept a shrewd eye to the main 
chance. 

In the midst of these busy scenes at the heart of the war- 
activity of the country, he still found time for a large corre- 
apondenee both of a public and piivate nature. He forgot no 
one, and interested himself, though unsuccessfully, to procure 
a situation in his Depai'tment commanding a good salary for 
his colored friend, John H, Brooks, whom he soon afterward 
employed as a personal attendaiit to go with hirn to Charles- 
ton. He gave advice in regard to tlie management of naval 
academies; he was active in his duties as President of the 
Connecticut Soldiei-s' Aid Society ; he pressed his matters of 
naval reform and temperance, and the better observance of 
the Lord's day, with his usual persistency ; he found time and 
heart to write in a playful strain to his few old friends and his 
relatives who thoroughly knew him ; but his mind was, for the 
most part, borne down with sorrow and care, though always 
hopeful for the country. A strictly private letter speaks 
somewhat of liis feelings : 

" Bdeeau op Eqitpjicht ixd Receititikg, 1 
Wasuingtoit, January 17, 1863. f 

"Mt dbab Sib, — It has been my intention to snatch a few minutes 
from the heavj pressure of my public duties for the purpose of writing to 
you. Thus, as the will has been always ready, I know that your high- 
toned patriotism will not only eseuse my silence, but even approve and 
applaud it 

" The governor and hia good wife are with us, and are doing good, as 
they always do wherever they are. The governor is sharply looking out 
for the comfort of the soldiers of your noble and gallant state, which, as 
my friend General Buford remarked to him, is ' the banner state in this 

"My duriea are laborious in organizing my new Bureau, but I hope in' 
this Department of which I have charge to render the Navy more effi- 
cient. I want as soon m possible to be afloat again, and there remain till. 
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%ve, under God, crash this atrocious rebellion, ■which I have tlie strongest 
taith Glod will enable us to do in his good time. 

" I send an interesting discussion which the goTemor hearcl, also Sena- 
tor Hales's attack on my old friend Commodore Smith. 

"I am led to make my gratefiil acknowledgments to you for the kind 
and encouraging manner in which you have sustained me in my efforts 
thus far in helping to crush the rebellion. A kind Providence has 
certainly favored my humble eiforts, and to God I would give all the 
glory. 

"We all send love to the family. Please excuse my haste, as 1 have 
no time for private correspondence. 

"Very respectfuOy jour friend and servant, A, H. Pootb. 

" Benjamin Hoppin, Esq., Providence, R. I." 

A note of the admiral's to tlie United States Christian Com- 
mission, in reply to a letter inviting him to bo present at a 
meeting of that body in Philadelphia, was as follows : 

" Bureau of Equipmbht and Reckuiting, | 
WASmHGTON, D. C, Jan. 38, 1898. f 

" Mt dbab Sib, — It is with extreme regret that I am compelled, from 
a heavy pressure of public business, to decline your kind invitation to be 
present and participate in the exercises at the meeting of the Christian 
Commission on Thureday evening. 

" The object and importance of your commission can not be overesti- 
mated. It wiU supply a want long existing in the Army and Navy, 
and must enlist the sympathies and prayers of all true Christian patriots. 
" To supply the spiritual wants of the public service on the battle-fleld 
and upon the ocean, and to lead our warriors to go forward valiantly in 
the fight, acknowledging God aa our ruler, and looking to Mm for suc- 
cess, will, I have no doubt, soon cause this wicked rebellion to culminate 
in the restoration of our Union. 

" I am, very respectfully, A. H. Footk. 

" George H. Stuart, Esq., Chairman Christian Com- ) 
mission, etc., Philadelphia." ) 

One of the many letters of liis friend Captain Simpson, of 
the Newport Naval Academy, brings up the names of old 
ships that are familiar to the I'caders of tliis book : 
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" XJ, S. Academy, Newport, R. \.,Somrnbef 18,1862. 

" Mt deak Admibai., — I have received jour kind note showing how 
willingly jou undertouk to labor for my advancement; I am very mach 
obliged to you both for your successM and uneuccessful efforts. As to 
copies of my book, I suppose that Captain Dahlgren will order them 
from the publisher. 

" 1 have written a letter to the Superintendent, calling his attention to 
the want of a ship with two decks for a practice-ship ; the crew of the 
John Adams were very much crowded last summer, owing to the amount 
of the berth-deck that was appropriated to the midshipmen, of whom I 
earned only eighty. The Pl/ymmiUi was our old pra«tice-3hip, but the 
rehelhoii destroyed her. The Portsmoutli is the ship that I want as a 
Bubatitnte fot the John Adams; but, to make her perfect for practice pur- 
posei, she must have a light deck put on her. It is this that I have ap- 
plied for in my letter to the Superintendent, and he has promised to 
scud a copy of my letter to the Department. I fear that he will not 
take much trouble to recommend it, and, as I know the need, t feel the 
importance of it. If I have the PortmuMth next summer, I can carry at 
least fifty-five more midshipmen, make my men comfortable, and have 
many other advantages; but if nothing is done soon about it, I shall have 
to go in the old John again, which is a very good old ship, but is not so 
well adapted for the purpose. 

"It would be necessary to order the Portsmouth home at once from the 
West Gulf squadroD, where I doubt if her loss will be felt. If it is to be 
done at all, it had better be done at once ; and I will be much obliged to 
yon if you will endeavor to put the old ship, which you commanded 
with so much credit and distinction, to a useful purpose — the most useful, 
perhaps, that a sailing-vessel can be applied to at present 
" Very respectfully and truly yours, 

"E. SiMi'SON, Commandant of Midshij)mcn." 

How changed the times in respect to naval matters since the 
Portsmouth pushed np her wooden walla to the side of atone 
forte in the Canton river 1 Iron and earth had taken the place 
of wood and stone. Dashing boldness in storming and assault 
was now yielding to more exact science and calculation as to 
the resisting quality of iron, and the sm^hing and dislodging 
power of shot. Admiral Foote, as has been said before, be- 
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I both to the old and the new periods. Ilia audacious 
s in attack lias been compared witii that of Paul Jones 
and Decatur ; but he gladly availed himself of the invention 
of iron-cladsj and he looked forward to the time wlien, in iiis 
Benton or Eastjyort, or some still more fonnidable floating 
battery, he could compete with the highest military engineer- 
ing on shore, and the most seientific form of heavy ordnance 
afloat. His Mississippi gun-boats for the time, and in an ag- 
gressive sense, were even better than Ericsson's " monitors" for 
their purpose, though they were not invulnerable, as, in fact, 
in the progress of science, nothing is or can be. 

To turn to another subject, a naval friend from the BostOTi 
Navy Yard brings out amusingly in his letter a prominent 
trait of the admiral's character. He says : 

" Do you remember when jou called at my quarters with a flattering 
invitation to accompany you to Chelsea to deliver a lecture on China ? 
Ton had a cold and a sore throat, ancl wanted me in case you broke down 

to take your place with my ' Jemsalem ' lecture. Mra. M wished to 

know how it went 'DidMr.Foofe or you lecture?' — ' Why, Mr, Foote, 
of course. He didn't break down, nor did he mean to do so. Do you 
think he intended that I should take the wind out of his sails?' — So 
when jou were beforelsland M"o.Ten,and all was excitement andansiety, 
I said (remembering old times) , 'Foote will have No. Ten. He never gives 
up a job or an argument to any body.' When Island No. Ten was ours, 
all was rejoicing and exultant, and a great burden of apprehension was 
removed fi-om the public mind; but with me it was a foregone conclu- 
sion, and I took it very philosophically." 

This self-reliance and persistency of character which led 
him to do thin^ for himself, and take the lead in all that fell 
to his liand, though brought out jestingly in the foregoing ex- 
tract, had by this time made itself pretty generally known 
both to the government and the people. The war bad wit- 
nessed some lamentable failures in its leadere and great men ; 
and although most important successes had crowned the North- 
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crii arms, yet the first months and the spring of the year 1863 
did not open brightly for the cause of the republic. At the close 
of 1862, the battle of Mnrfreesboro, while ending in victory, 
crippled the victors almost as much, as the vanquished; and 
although the new year began anspiciouslj with the Emanci- 
pation Act, which Bent fresh hope through the land, and al- 
though there were seven hundred thousand loyal men in the 
field, the actual successes in a military point of view were 
few and far between. The Army of the Potomac was dis- 
conraged and disappointed; the dreadful hattle of Chancel- 
lorsville, fought under Hooker in the spring, ended in signal 
defeat and rout ; and Lee, great general, though in a bad cause, 
was gathering togetlier his legions, and already meditating tliat 
bold invasion of the North which was carried out some months 
later. Kiehmond seemed as far ofE as ever, while tiie interfer- 
ence of foreign powei-s was, in the view of the least timid, in- 
evitable. At the South atid West, Banks was operating in 
Louisiana and its neighborhood with more cntei'prise than suc- 
cess ; the Mississippi was still closed up between Fort Hudson 
and Vicbsburg ; and Vicksburg, proud and defiant, bafiled the 
most strenuous efforts of our land and naval forces. Above 
all, Oharlraton, the fount and heart of the great rebellion, lay 
safe behind her ring of mighty bulwarks, with Sumter grimly 
gaarding the harbor's mouth. Dupont in the early part of 
April had tried his strength against the Charleston defenses, 
and after a most intrepid fight with his monitors and iron- 
sides, had drawn off completely cut up, and bitterly declaring 
that the thing, at least in that way of doing it, was impossible. 
The government and the people, however, whether Dupont 
were right or wrong, did not agree with him : nothing was 
impossible to Northern hearts; and the cry went forth, "Who 
will come to the rescue \ — who will load the forlorn hope of the 
land ? The right man was all that was asked for. The true 
instinct of the goveraraent and country pointed to but one 
man, and that man was— Andrew Hull Foote. 
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His indomitable character was then called to mind, and iu 
spite of his physical feehleoess and unfit condition, both of 
body and mind, he must go. It seemed, and thousands will 
bear ue out in this statement, that at that moment the fate of 
the whole republic hung upon him. He, too, wished to go. 
As early as April he sent his family home to New Haven, 
coming himself with them as far as New Xork, and then re- 
turning to Washington. As he wrote in a private letter which 
has been quoted, " I want as soon as possible to be afloat again, 
and there remain till we, under God, crush this ati'ocious re- 
bellion." 

On the 4th of June, 18G3, he was detached from his position 
as Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Eecraiting, and ap- 
pointed to take Admiral Dupont's place as commander of the 
South Atlantic blockading squadron. 

One of the leading newspapers, commenting upon this ap- 
pointment, said : 

" Admiral Foote is a progressive maai. He has inventive capacity suf- 
ficient at once to estimate the value of new and untried appliances. He 
-is therefore eminently qualified for the pnaition of commander of the 
South Atlantic blockading squadron, and we trust he will put his for 
midable fleet of monitors to some immediate and pr.xctical use." 

Another journal remarked : 

" lie is believed to be the very man to show the full capabilities of the 
monitors and iron-clads in opposition to fortifications." 

Admiral Gregory wrote to him : 

" I shall be one of the first to hail your return ; your daring will he the 
best prudence ; and I shall ever be proud of the recollection that forty 
years ago the little boy first dipped his paddle into the great sea under 
my care." 

After making his final preparations in W^hington, he 
came to New Haven to take leave of liis family before re- 
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pairing to his new post. He evidently did not believe that 
he should see his family again in this life. Captain Simpson, 
one of his dearest friends, who knew him best, declared that 
" he would take Fort Sumter or go to the bottom." He ex- 
pected either to die in battle or from the effects of coast ma- 
laria acting upon his enfeebled frame. It had been a com- 
mon saying with him, "I can't join in the pi'ayer. Deliver ua 
from sudden death;" and he made the sacrifice cheerfully. 
The brief time he was in New Haven he was in good apirite and 
full of hope, though so weak that the signing of his name for 
autographs for a Ladies' Fair for sick soldiers almost overcame 
him, lie was once, in fact, near falling in the street from a 
sudden turn of nervous prostration, and was only rallied by 
strong restoratives. He would sometimes sink into his chair 
with an air of complete lassitude, and exclaim, with his hands 
pressed to his head, " Eest— oh, for rest ! " It seems now, in 
looking back upon it, extraordinary that the government, or 
at least his own friends, should not have seen how very ill a 
man he was, and that such a burden laid upon so exhausted a 
frame would be fatal. But it was his spirit that deceived his 
friends and led them to a delusive hope. His unconquerable 
mind made all otlici-s and himself believe that all things were 
possible. The following letter, whicli came to him in New 
Haven, indicates somewhat of the plans that were discussed 
between the government and himself in regard to the Southern 

coast : 

" Warhikgton, D. 0., June 13, ISIiU. 

" Dear Admiral,— I have your note of the lOtli bat. The matter of 
an attack upon Wilmington has been up for the last six months, and Lee 
has been in constant eommuoication with the Department, sometimes per- 
sonally, upon the subject. The monitors can not get into Wilmington, 
and the army can not co-operate at present. Fort Oaawell is surrounded 
by a glacis, instead of being exposed to fire like Sumter. Lee has full in- 
formation about that fort and the defenses, and has discussed the matter 
with General Totten. If three or four monitors could luivo effected any 
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thing alone, we should have been in long ago. It must be a joint affair, 
and there is no su'inj now except at Port Koyal. The Tuscarora sailed 
yesterday for New York. Truly yours, G. V. Fox." 

Fort Royal was Foote's objective point, where lie was to join 
the Bqnadroii and co-operate with the land forces npon Chai-les- 
ton. While waiting in New Haven for orders, he received a 
sudden summons to embark at once in the Tuscarora from 
New Torlc. He left New Haven cLuite early in the morning, 
liis family — some of them — seeing him then for the laet time 
in life, as he turned in the carriage and made them his parting 
adieux. When he arrived in New York, he found that the 
TviScarora, by some emei'gency, with a niiinber of other ves- 
sels, had been ordered off a few hours before. He went at 
once to tliD Astor House, and telegraphed to his family that 
his sailing was delayed for two or three days. In company 
with Admiral Gregory, he inspected monitors that were being 
constructed ; and when at the hotel attended to numerous vis- 
itors. After incessant occupation all day, he stai'ted at night 
for Washington, transacted business in that place all the fol- 
lowing day, and returned to New York the same night. The 
next day he was kept in a round of excitement, and that night 
was taken with the first painful symptoms of his disease. In 
the morning he felt better, but a retnrn of pain made it neces- 
sary to depart from simple remedies and to send for physicians. 
Shortly after, there was a consultation of physicians, and it was 
decided that the case was one of Bright's disease of the kid- 
neys, which had been aggravated by his harassed life at, the 
West, his wound, and especially his exertions and anxieties for 
the last few days. Upon the 16th came the following ; 

" Navy Yaed, New York, June 16, 1863. 

"Admiral, — I am authorized by the Department to charter a steamer 
to take you and your suite to Port Royal. The Unimi will sail for that 
destination on the 18th, and I thiuk you miglit find her preferable to a 
chartered steamer. 
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" Be pleased to inform me whicL you prefer. I shall be most happy to 
second jour wishes in any manner you shall name. Jty constant occupa- 
tion here has prevented my calling to see you. Should you determine to 
go in the Uhwn, it is desirable that the captain should be informed as to 
what niunber of officers you take, and what preparation you wish made. 
" I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"H. PATTLDina, Commandant." 

Bnt by this tiuie he was too ill for such matters. On the 
18th and 19th he liad rallied somewhat, awakening some hopes 
of his I'estoratioii ; but he soon fell back, and he himself de- 
liberately gave up all expectation of recovery. His wife, his 
daughter, his brother Augustus, with other members of his 
family and Borne of bis naval friends, bad now joined him, and 
with them he talked freely, and told them^ — aa if the order to 
" cast off moorings " had been sent to him from a higher au- 
thority — "My disease is fatal ; but I am prepared to meet death 
in this way, if God has so ordered it." Indeed, as bis pastor, 
Dr. Eudington, who was also present, writes : " It seemed as if 
tlie admiral, as usual, was tlie chief actor, discharging some 
difficult duty, and keeping all about him employed under his 
direction ; but the work he had now in hand was to die, and 
this he went about as patiently and earnestly as he had ever 
cleared t!ie decks for action. His life, the mainspring of 
which was a constant activity in the service of God and coun- 
try, was closing in the energetic performance of his last com- 
mission — to die," 

He said to his brother, when he first came into tlie room, 
"I'm glad to have one of ray brotliers with rae;" and then, 
his face brightening up with almost a gleam of hnmor, he add- 
ed, " I always told you I should go before you and John, and 
you see now I was right." His brother replied, " That is not 
so certain by any means." He rejoined, " You are certainly 
mistaken—I know I am right, and yon will see." His brother 
remarked, pleasantly, " Yoii are the same that you ahvays were, 
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and yoii lle^■cr will yield your point." Tlic admiral then went 
on to say : " I wanted to go to Charleston and help the govern- 
ment all I could, but it is just as well. It la only a (question 
of killing more men. I am perfectly resigned to tlio will of 
God." 

He was extremely anxious that the government should know 
the cause of his delay ; and when lie niiderstood that an ofdcer 
had returned from Washington with kind messages from the 
Secretary of the Navy, he seemed iiinch relieved. He was also 
anxious that Admiral Dupont should be informed that it was 
no effoit or intrigue on his part that had effected the change 
in the command of the squadron. After he was satisfied on 
these pointe, he quieted himself like a child, and appeared in a 
great measure to put away from his mind worldly things. He 
suffered severe pain from the rapid pi'Ogress of his disease, 
which was a complicated affection of the liver and kidneys, 
that had been aggravated by hie wound and his constant bur- 
den of mental anxiety; but he endured his pains with such 
unmurmuring patience as to draw praise from his attendants. 
He said once, " If 'twas God's will, I should like to have a lit- 
tle quiet and sleep." 

The simple affectionatenesa and loving qualities of his warm 
sailor nature came out in all liis words and looks. He greeted 
those who approached his bedside with a smile ; and when his 
daughter, Mrs. Eeese, was announced, he called her his dear 
child, and put his arms around her neck and kissed her. 

He gave his last directions concerning his family and his 
affairs with entire clearness, and as apparently free from all 
excitement as if he were going upon a short journey. 

Captain Sanford, his old ordnance ■ officer in tfie Western 
flotilla, and Captain Simpson were with him constantly, and 
from them and otlier brotlier-ofBcere of the Navy, he received 
the most tender and unwearied attention. Captain Simpson 
writes : " His sufferings were so great that there were but few 
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opportunities permitted him of saying words that could be 
stored np by his friends. His door was besieged by callei-s, 
bnt all were denied except a few family relatives. I told hini 
of the fi'Cijuent callers, but he said he could not see them— it 
was too much effort to speak. One day I told him that an of- 
licer, who had fought gallantly under him at the West, had 
asked to see him. He thought for a minute, and then said, 
' Who knows what a dying man's word may do— I wiU see 
him.' The officer came to his bed, and Foote spoke to him. 
I know not what he said, but I saw the man's frame convulsed 
with emotion, and as he laid down Foote's hand he burst into 
teare. At one time I was doing something for him, when he 
looked at me and said, ' Well, and what will you do V I re- 
plied, ' I win try and follow you.' He put his arm around 
my neck and kissed mc. I shall never forget that kiss. I 
spoke to him of his work on board the old Portmnouth, and 
he rejoined that it was little he had done. He dwelt on the 
worthlessness of worldly reputation, and said that such deeds 
as tlie world gave him credit for he valued now as nothing ; 
and charged me that nothing would give peace at last but the 
consciousness of having resisted evil. All thought of worldly 
vanity, praise of men, and I'enown had disappeared from his 
mind." 

He at length became more disturbed, and his speech at 
times grew incoherent; but he was rational at intervals. In 
one of these calm moments he said, " I thank God for all his 
goodness to me— for all his loving kindness to me." He also 
said to a relative in the earlier stages of his illness, " God is 
dealing gently with me. He may bring dark hours ; but thus 
far it grows brighter and brighter with me." He continued 
in this way, wavering between life and death— now growing 
stronger, and then sinking away again, like the ebb and flow 
of the tide — for some days. 

His faithful colored man. Brooks, toward whom he !iad ever 
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manifested great esteem and kindn^s, testifies to bis saying, 
with much earnestness, on the night of June 20, " We will 
have tiiem, North and South" — repeating this several times. 
Broots asked him what he meant by tliis. He replied, " The 
colored people. Yes, we will have them ;" and he then added, 
" We must have charity — chai-ity — charity." 

For thirty-six hom"a immediately previous to his deatlt he 
was probably wholly unconscious, and he gently expired at a 
quarter past ten o'clock ou Friday night, the 26th day of Jiuie, 
1863, at the comparatively early age of fifty^ix. 

Surgeon Bache, of the Navy, observed with emphasis to Ad- 
miral Foote's brother, as they were standing together in the 
chamber of death, "Your brother has literally worn himself 
ont in the pnhlic service. He is as truly a victim of this war 
as if he had perished on the battle-field." 

But now no more of wearing toil, anxiety, and care, of the 
uproar and confusion of battle, of the terrible mission of war 
and blood— he had at last found rest. The God whom he loved 
and served so well— who is the God of peace as well as tJie 
God of battles — had given liis beloved sleep. 
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II0N0K3 TO TDE MEMORY OF ADMIKAL FOOTE, — ITUNEEAL OBSK- 
QDIES. 

Thkoughodt the land the illness of the generous, self-sacri- 
ficing sailor in New York, arrested ae he was by a higher hand 
while on the point of throwing himself into a new and des- 
perate sei'vice, excited unbounded sympathy. His death was 
a shock to the nation. In fact, his death at that time was the 
death of the greatest man who had yet fallen. The news- 
papers — even in that hurried period when important events 
were taking place and nothing held the public mind long — 
were filled with elaborate notices and eulogies of the departed 
hero. This oificial order of tJio Naval Department was pub- 
lished on the day succeeding his death : 

"WASnraeTON, June 37. 
" Geneiul Okder No. 16. 

" A gallant and distinguished naval officer is lost to the country. The 
hero of Fort Henry and Port Donelson, the indomitable spirit that 
ftted and led to successive victories the Mississippi flotilla — the hero 
Christian sailor who, in the China seas and on the coast of Africa, as ■ 
as the great interior rivers of onr country, sustained with nnfeltering fidel- 
ity and devotion tlie honor of our flag and the cause of the Union, Bear- 
Admiral Andrew Hull Poote, is no more. On his way to take command 
of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron— a position to which he had 
been recently assigned, and the duties of which were commanding the 
earnest energies and vigorous resources of a mind of no ordinary char- 
acter—he was suddenly prostrated by disease, and breathed his last at 
the Astor House in New York on the 36th instant. 

" Among the noble and honored dead whose names have added lustre 
to onr naval renown, and most ever adorn our national annals, few will 
stand more pre-eminent than that of the gallant and self-sacrificing Chris- 
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tjan sailor and gentlemaa whose loss we now deplore. Appreciating his 
virtues and his services, a grateful country has rendered him while livujg 
its willing honors, and will mourn his death. 

" As a mark of respect, it is herehj ordered that the flags at the several 
navy yards, naval stations, and on the flag-ships of sriuadrons, be hoisted 
at half-mast ; and that thirteen guns be flred at meridian on the day after 
the receipt of this order. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy." 

To show how events marched on in that time, and how 
sternly in earnest was the government, it shonld here be men- 
tioned, and also as completing the official naval biography of 
Rear-Admiral Foote, that on the day before his death, the 
25tli, he was detached on account of eictness from his com- 
mand of the South Atlantic scLuadron, aud Hear- Admiral Dahl- 
gren was appointed to fill his place. 

On Saturday afternoon, the day succeeding the death, the 
vestibule and parlors of the Aetor House were thronged by a 
coneourao of people, among whom were many distinguished 
men of the nation and intimate friends of the deceased. Vis- 
itors poured into the room of death for two hours, and passed 
out witli thoughtful and saddened faces. As the hour ap- 
proached for the transportation of tiie remains to New Haven, 
a large crowd assembled in front of the hotel to witness tlie 
scene. Two companies of marines, detached from the receiv- 
ing-ship North Carolina, arrived from the Navy Yard, and a 
great many citizens also joined the escoi't. Just before the 
body was removed, a lady stopped forward and laid a cross of 
white flowei-s and immortelles upon the coffin-lid. With dirge- 
like music the train moved on, the bearers who accompanied 
the body to the boat being Admiral Storer, Admiral String- 
ham, Captain Sands, Captain Drayton, Captain Mead, Captain 
Leslie, Captain Eagle, and Dr. Truslow. On the same day 
civic honors were paid by the city of New Torkj and resoln- 
tions were passed by the municipal government to tho memory 
of the departed hero. 
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In New Haven the remains of Admiral Pooto lay, at bis 
home until Tuesday, tlie day of the funeral, when they were de- 
posited for a -while in the rotunda of the State Honse. There 
they were viewed by thousands, and it was remarked that the 
face, while it was more worn and thin than in life, had a nat- 
ural look, though with a singular expression of majesty. 

Karely has there been in this land a more impressive funeral 
scene than was witnessed on Tuesday, Jime SOtli, in the bean- 
tiful city of New Haven. The day was a calm and bright 
June day ; the stately elms of the city were in their fii-st luxu- 
riance of foliage ; flags drooped from all the public buildings 
and many of the private residences ; business was suspended ; 
aud the entire city and the neighboring towns, and it might 
be said tiio whole state, flowed in toward the place where the 
last honoi-s and religious rites were paid to him whom all 
mourned. Although all felt his loss profoundly at this crit- 
ical hour of the country's history, yet his life had been so pure 
and his task so well done^nothing to human eye imperfect 
or wanting in that life of obedience to duty aud of loyal self- 
sacrifice — that it was impossible to grieve or to be sorrowful 
overmuch ; therefore a sober cheerfulness pervaded the scene, 
and men's burdened hearts were purified by this grand exam- 
ple of a true life brought before them, and were lifted above 
their personal sadness into a kind of calm joy. The human 
soul, even the most selfish, is so formed that it takes pleasure 
in goodness, and pays unconscious tribute to true worth— that 
woi-th, above all, which has in it the elements of love and 
sacrifice for others. At the religious services in the Center 
Church, an address was made by Dr. Leonard Bacon, which, 
after recounting the incidents of the good admiz-al's career, 
closed thus : 

" Where or how he was to die he had caved but little ; lie had thought 
much of tlie privilege of dying among his friends, tliough he had ex- 
pected to meet his end in the din of battle. Around his bedside, strong 
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iinii warlito men, wlio hafl been and soon will be again in tlie crasli of 
battle, were assembled in tenderness and sympathy. His last words were 
butfew. Oncehesaidr 'Godisdealingkindly with me; he has brought 
me through dark hours, but thus far it grows brighter.' Again he ex- 
pressed a wish that his life might be blessed to the conTersion of many 
in the Navy ; ' but not only in the Navy,' he added, ' but to all.' To an 
officer who said to him, ' Yoii must not leave ua ; your place can not be 
supplied,' he replied : ' God will supply a better one.' His last words 
were ; ' I thanlc God for all his goodness to me— for all his loving kind- 
ness to me ; he has been very good to me ; I thank him for his kind- 
ness.' "We are all here as moumere ; yet this is only a representation of 
the Government and Navy, which together mourn the loss of our naval 
Hercules, The nation is the chief mourner of all. Shall we not, in its 
name, bless God for such an. example— such a stimulus to thousands of 
hearts yet to be — in the love of country, man, and God ?'' 

The procession which followed tlie body to its last resting- 
place was a host for multitude, and was composed of large 
bodies of state military, of two companies of marines, and a 
detachment of midshipmen from Brooklyn, of the cixil au- 
thorities of the principal cities of Connecticut, of the faculty 
and students of the UniverBity, and a great number of citizens. 
Four admirals acted as pall-bearera — Gregoiy, Smith, Storer, 
and Davis — accompanied by Captain Glynn, Commander 
Simpson, Lieutenant Marven, and Ensign McGregor. Admi- 
rals Smith and Davis — ^both his life-long and tried friends, 
and the last liis trusted successor in the command of the 
Western flotilla — were specially deputed by the government 
to attend the funeral ; and the officer under whom ho made 
his flrst voyage, and who now went with him on hie last brief 
journey —Admiral Gregory — was there. The bowed heads 
and sorrowful faces of these war-worn veterans showed that 
they felt his loss deeply. His faithful colored man, Brooks, 
walked behind the hearse carrying his sword. 

Under the shadows of the overarching elms and through the 
calm sunshine, silently, except when the stillness was broken 
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at intervals by the firing of artillery and the tolling of bells, 
the long procesBLoii moved slowly on to the old cemetery ; and, 
after the brief and solemn Episcopal service had been read at 
the grave, the body was laid down in the ground where slept 
the dust of many great and good men, and some of more recent 
fame, who were the first martyre of the war for the Union, 
among whom was the brilhaiit young Theodore Winthrop— but 
none nobler and truer than he who had now come to ask a 
place to rest beside them. 

Co 
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CHAPTEE XXX. 

CONCLUDING WOEDS AHD I^'XTEES OF FKIKKBS. 

It would seem aupei-fluous to add aught to the simple r 
ord that has gono before — certainly not in the way of l 
iug praise ; for it has been a constant embarrMsment to re- 
press the uniform flow of eulogistic remark that has permeated 
these pages, becanse it has pervaded almost every letter, docu- 
ment, and public notice that has fallen into oui hands We 
are conscious, too, of the American fault of exaggeration , and 
it must be confessed that were tho subject Washington himself, 
hardiy nothing more could be said in tiie wij of encomium 
than has been said by this one and that one of the subject of 
this memoir. Mnch doubtless lias been said indiscriminately, 
and of the nature of mere rhetoric ; but yet, when all this is 
deducted, there remains a residuum of pure gold. 

Admiral Footo, if not a great man when judged by the 
highest intellectual standards — and how few there are that 
are truly great in eveiy sense of that word ! — surpassed com- 
mon men in some things. He surpassed them in moral force. 
The central element of his character was this— an immutable 
resolution, under a religious sense of duty, to pursue the right. 
The principles he had deliberately chosen he carried to sea 
with him and into public life, and into his intercourse witli 
men every where and under all circumstances. He was an 
ardent believer in the Christian faith and a believer in prayer 
—these had been wrought into his spirit in hia youth, and he 
sailed under that flag to the day of his death. He wrote to 
his wife after the capture of Port Henry that "he had ago- 
nized in prayer for victory." Another man might have won 
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the battle, and aot have prayed for it; but be did, and he 
recognized the hand of God in the victory that was gained. 
Some may doubt whether this had any thing to do witli his 
military efficiency; hut none can doubt that he acted on 
those principles, and that they formed the deepest spring of 
his vigor. 

He may be thought to ha%'e been too radical in his ideas of 
reform. Some of his naval friends held this opinion, and did 
not scruple to tell him so. Indeed, in his early professional 
career, he often endured contempt and persecution on this ac- 
count ; but all who knew him learned to respect him, because 
he was in earnest. Ho was one of the instances in history 
of "the saints who are in Csesai'^s household," or men true 
to their convictions of duty in circumstances of peculiar dif- 
ficulty and temptation. He believed in total abstinence as 
the sheet-anchor of sailor character; therefore at the East 
and West he fought out his temperance principles, till at last 
— by his speeches, letters, and, above all, pereonal example — 
he ean-ied through the temperance reform in the Navy, and 
abolished spirit-rations. His own crews were noted for their 
sobriety and good conduct, not only on shipboard, but when 
they were ashore, at home or in foreign ports. So it was 
with the observance of Sunday, the prohibition of profanity, 
and many other things that he had made up his mind about 
as being right — and because he believed tliem to be right, 
without much consultation with others, as far as his authority 
extended, he put them in practice. If reasoning would not 
do, he did it by command. He held to a principle to the last 
breath. Some of the latest acts of his life, during the short 
period that he was at the head of the Bureau of Equipment 
and Recruiting, had reference to the question of temperance 
refoi-m on board government vessels. The venerable Admi- 
ral Smith writes: " Eear- Admiral Foote's character is well 
known in the Navy. One of the strongest traite of his char- 
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acter w^ great persistence in any thing he ondertook. He 
was a man who could neither be ehaben off nor cholied off 
from what he attempted to carry out. lie waa truly a pioua 
man, severely an honest man, and a philanthi-opist of the first 
order. He was one of our foremost Navy officers — none be- 
fore him."* There are liosts of good men : but of those who 
stand by their colors aa an enthusiasm and a life, and who ad- 
vance them into the euemy'a line, who make conquesta in the 
realm of ovil — of such there are few. Admiral Foote was, as 
his old friend said of him, a true philanthropist. His wish 
—his wisdom may not always have been com- 
i with his zeal — but his earnest desire seemed to be 
to raise the character and condition of men about him, of 
sailors, of his fellow-officers, of all with whom he had any 
influence. His mental traits, if not estraoi"dinary, were not 
commonplace. He had a strong, clear head. His mind was 
practical ; but it had some finer grains that showed him capa- 
ble of a highly scientific and even Iiterai7 culture, had his 
career been one of books, and not of arms. He derived his 
ideas from men rather than books, and if he did not think 
profoundly, he was by no means wanting in sound ideas. His 
perceptive faculties were uncommonly acute, and hia powers 
of invention and organization were by no means contemptible, 
If he did not pcesess genius, he had that yivific or energic 
quality of mind that, having clearly seized a point, drove to- 
ward it with power, and caiTied it by immense strengtli of 
will. 

He was not a dry-hearted egotist, either as a Christian or an 
oflicer. He was open, cordial, and confiding. He was ex- 
traordinarily social in temperament. When he was in good 
health and spirits, wherever he was, there was hearty life and 
hilariousness. He was not, perhaps, a man of real humor, 

* Private letter to author, dated August 13. I87S. 
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but he was noted for telling a good story, appreciating a good 
jest, and enjoying a good laiigh ; and, until borne down by 
the bui'den of cai'e, he was the best company in the world, 
and to the day of his death Jiis boyish and fun-loving spirit 
flashed out, A genial temper, thoroughly kind, though not 
without a sprinkle of the salt of rough ocean, made this hero 
of iron-clads a delightful man in society. The little that he 
was permitted to have of this kind of life on shore he was 
thoroughly happy in ; and when with his own family and in 
the circle of his friends, both young and old, then he was seen 
at the best, and his frank, loving, cheerful nature came out 
to great advantage. Like many men whose professions doom 
them to the constant companionship of men, he enjoyed all the 
more the few opportunities he had of mingling in the society 
of the gentler sex, and he was every whit a sailor in this 
respect. His intercourse with the world, and with those of 
the highest position in all parts of the globe, had given his 
mannei-a gi'eat ease and polisli. 

lie was not, too, without tho faults that belong to warm 
and lively natures. He was sometimes surprised into anger 
under the sense of wrong, but was very placable, and could 
not rest, in opposing the will of others, until he had j 
himself, if possible, in tlicir minds. Although he \ 
great natural hopefulness, yet he was Bometimes sadly jangled 
and out of tune. In times of inglorious inactivity he grew 
dispirited, but cleared up again like a generous flame at the 
call of action. He was nervously anxious about results when 
only thinking of them or imagining them, and therefore over- 
cautious in preparation ; but when ttie moment came to do, 
his natural courage drove away all these mists of anxiety and 
apprehension. He never was so happy as when he was driv- 
en most. He loved praise and distinction. He had in this, 
respect the military temperament, which, for some reason, is 
even more intense in the Navy than in the Army. He was 
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extremely eonsitive about his professional reputation. When 
he did a praiseworthy deed, he wished to have the credit of it, 
and was jealous of those who he thought would rob him of 
his just fame. This weakness, if it bo such, it can not be de- 
nied that he had ; yet, after all, it did not go deep, and was a 
weakness rather than a fault. It might have sprung from hia 
strong sense of right. He did not pull down othei-s to build 
up his own reputation. He was always ready to praise and 
help those who might in some sense be considered his rivals. 
As an instance of this, his hearty commendation of General 
Grant had a great effect in putting a. stop to much newspaper 
abuse which that commander received in the early part of his 
career. He never suffered this love of distinction to override 
duty, and more than once in his life, for what he thought was 
right, he put himself squarely across the path of liis own in- 
terests, and brought down upon himself the peril of tinpopu- 
larity, and even of official disgrace and ruin. 

A somewhat mercurial vein of conversation, or small talk, 
which, as a social man, he fell into, and which did not repre- 
sent his real mind, joined to the exhibition at times of an 
innocent personal vanity, masked his character to some, and 
they did not perceive the fundamental truth, solidity, and 
greatness of his nature. But he had no overweening estimate 
of himself, and he was deeply modest as to his own abilities ; 
yet he was simple, open-hearted, and pleased with the sound 
of glory ; yet few, if any, of the leaders of the war were more 
entirely unselfish in their devotion to country, and, like Mr. 
Lincoln, he was a typo of the American democracy of the 
true kind, on which the hope of the republic rests, and that, 
sooner or later, will leaven the whole mass. There was not a 
purer patriot among them all. His life and all he ]iad be- 
longed to his countiy. 

Like other men of strong character, he was, as has been 
often said, positive in his opinions almost to obstinacy. He 
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iiot only "believed he was right," but "he went aliead." 
He loved argument for argument's sake. Some ' 
freight-carriers, and some are batteriea and i 
are the rich accumulators of knowledge, othei-s the stnrdy 
opposers of wrong. Let not the men of ideas or u£ words 
despise the men of action ; tlie last war showed who occupied 
then the front rank and who had to take the second place. 
Each should respect the other. 

As a military man, Admiral Toote was not reticent, nor 
was he swift of decision. lie liked and souglit counsel, not 
to be ruled by it, but to be supplied with the materials of a 
good judgment, which he arrived at himself independently of 
all outside iniluences. It was impossible to know beforehand 
how he would act in any given case, except that old Poloniiis's 
advice was pretty sure to be followed : 

"But, being iu, 
Bear't, that the oppogod may beware of thcc." 

His personal conrage can not be doubted. He has been 
called "the Stonewall Jackson of the American Navy." 
Though quiet and almost lilie a clergyman in his appearance 
at ordinary times in society, when he was in battle ho became 
a changed man — -his eye flashed fire, and then the sailors knew 
what was coming, and prepared for close quarters. It was 
highly in character when, with a linen umbrella hoisted over 
his head, he toiled through rice-flelde and ditches at the head 
of his crew in the hot sun, and was among the first to enter 
the breached Chinese fort. His men would follow him any 
where, and that is a sm'e test of bravery. Ho said of his sail- 
ors at the West, " I have such confidence in my men and thoy 
in me, that if I say, Go there, I know they will go if it can be 
accomplished by fl^ and blood." But upon this point, as 
well as upon others, this letter, coining from such a source,, 
must be regarded as most valuable: 
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" WASHiueroN, D. 0., fifeptonW 23, 1873. 

"My DEAR SiK, — Tour letter of September 3l3t is received, and I am 
extremely pleased to liear that you liave ready for tlie press a worli in 
commemoration of the late Admiral Andrew H. Foote, U. S. Nayj. 

"The admiral was in command of the Missiasippi flotJlla during the 
operations up the Tennessee and Ciunberland rivers, and down the Mis- 
siasippi during that most important campaign of the winter of 1861-3. 
At that time I was acting in a sphere too suhordinate to enable me to 
form a judgment of his capacity and power ; but in February, 1863, 1 had 
occasion several times to see him at Cairo and Padncah, at which latter 
place I was in command. He was personally very aetive, and could he 
seen at all times, either at his office in a wharf-boat at Cairo, or on one 
of the iron-clad boats of that day, superintending the equipment and 
armament of his flotilla. He had all the fi'ankness and heartiness of the 
Old Navy, and was as full of enthusiasm and adventure as a young man. 
His personal courage at Forts Hemy and Donelson (where he was wound- 
ed by a cannon-bail while in the pilot-house) was the subject of universal 
praise, especially by the army that saw and appreciated the gallantry 
of his conduct, and its important hearing on the campaign. According 
to my memory, it was the wound he receii'ed at Donelson that disabled 
him, and forced him. to obtain relief from a command for which he was 
so eminently qualified ; and in his departure we all felt we had sustained 
a loss almost irreparable. To me he resembled Pam^t, in the sim- 
plicity of his mode of life, his intense love of country and profession, 
and the extraordinary personal courage that made him an example to all 
the cominanders of vessels in his squadron; who in boats of strange 
form were subjected to danger from shore batteries and guerrillas firing 
from behind trees and logs — so different from that to which they had 
been bred on the high seas. As one who recognizes the most valuable 
services of the Navy on our "Western rivers, and is willing to concede to 
tiem a large share in our common victories in that quarter, I again ex- 
press myself grorified that you have in hand the biography of so pure a 
patriot, so brave an officer, and so kind a gentleman as was the late Ad- 
miral Foote, the pioneer of the Navy on the Western waters, 
"With great respect, your friend and servant, 

" W.T. Sherman, General. 

"Professor Hoppin, Yale College." 

Upon tbe reasons that led to his appointment to the com- 
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mand of the South Atlantic squad ou and ui on other points 
in hie military career, and in the est nat on th which he was 
held by the government as an offi ei as well as in the expres- 
sion of personal friendship and intimate ns gl t into his quali- 
ties as a man, the following coi n n cat on from one who 
knew him best will be read with great interest : 

"Haetfokd, Oct(keF 8, 1873. 
"Dear Sie,— I liare your letter of the 4tli inst., anil am gratified to 
know tliat you are engaged in writing tlio life of my friend, tlie late 
Eear-Admiral Foote. Whether I can eontributa any facta or incidents 
to g^ve interest to your woric, in addition to those you have afready col- 
lected, ia uncertain. 'We were boys together' at Cheshire Academy 
more than half a century ago, and the friendship then commenced con- 
tinued to his death. He was three or four years my junior, hut some of 
our studies were the same. Ailer leaving the academy, we corresponded 
for a time ; but his profession and absence from the country, with the 
lapse of years, caused it to be interrupted. Occasionally, after long in- 
tervals, we met and kept alive the remembrance of schoolboy days, but 
we were seldom brought in contact imtil I was called to administer tlie 
Mavy Department in 1861. He was at that time the exccurive officer 
of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and in that position, at that critical period 
of our afiaiis, his service, though not as demonstrative and as generally 
known, were scarcely less important and valuable to the country than 
those rendered soon after on our Western waters in the cause of the 
Union. His labors and efficiency were felt and acknowledged in aiding 
the Navy Department to create and call into existence that impromptu 
TTflvy which within a few months to the surprise of our country and 
the wo Id establ she 1 an effect TC llocKade ot th ee tho sanl h e hun 
dred m les — a fa t wh h when the llockal s orde ed m cut 
fo e gn statesmen \ nonnce 1 a mate 1I mpos. b 1 ty T ut wh cl tl e 
same distm^ usl ed tuthont es w tl n one yea adm ttcd to be c u 1 
sive and tl at n no previous war had the ports of a e en y & Co ntry 
been so effectually close 1 by a naval force 

At the very con menc ment ot ou difflc Ities wl en the expe lit on 
to Sumter vas or Icre I an 1 the e w s a defie e cy of vessels in c m 
m ss o f r th ser ce I e 1 j 1 rect on f the IT1 j Depa lin ent pre 
pare I th teamf ^ia Po k t fo s a m one etk an npor Uelel 
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pcrfoi'mance when the condition of that vessel is niiclerstood, she havuig 
returned but a few days previously from a three years' cruise. Thence- 
forward, until ordered in September to other duties, he labored with an 
assiduity and zeal which, being quiet and unheralded, the countiy never 
realized or fully appreciated. Headly, not always reliable, in Ms biog- 
raphy of Admiral Port«r, represents that officer as sitting for ' six days 
and nights ia Commodore {Commander) Foote's office, directing the dif- 
fei-ent operations and urging on the work ' of fitting out the Powhatan.— 
' shoved the President's ordere at Foote so hard, and insisted so pertina- 
ciously on a compliance with theip, that the latter had finally to give in, 
and went to work.' Foote was not a man who needed to be 'shoved' 
at any time, nor would he be likely to have a junior officer in his office 
directing his operations. He was not one who ever hesitated to obey 
legitimate orders. The statement of Headly does Foote great injustice. 
The organization and employment of a naval flotilla on the rivers of 
the West was a question much controverted and discussed in the early 
dajB of the rebellion. Military officers had at that time little laith in 
the utility and power of gun-boats on the inland waters. It was asserted 
that shore batteries would riddle and destroy vessels iaster than they 
could be brought Into service, unless protected by the Army. Boats, it 
was admitted, would be serviceable as transports, but of little account 
for fighting purposes. But under the persistent and strenuous urging of 
Western gentlemen, particularly the Attomey-Genei'al, Mr. Bates, and the 
celebrated engineer, James B. Fade, of St. Louis, the administration de- 
cided that a co-operating naval force would be essential, if not indispeu- 
sable to Anny movements on the Mississippi and its tiibntaries. When 
this decision was reached, it was claimed that the river service would 
not be strictly niaval, and that any flotilla which might be ordered should 
be an appendage to the Army, and subject to military control — that the 
War Department would make the expenditures, purchase the boats, and 
fiimish the force to man them. This was readily acceded to by the Sec- 
retary of the iNavy, who had at that period as much as he could do to 
create a Navy and establish sqnadi'ons on our maritime frontier. It was 
soon ascertained, however, that while the War Depaitoient would pur- 
chase and build boats, naval officers and naval gunnera were required to 
fit out, command, saU, and fight the vessels and discipline the crews. The 
Secretary of the Navy, therefore, on application, detailed Commander 
John Eodgcrs with assistants for that duty. But time was necessary to 
procure suitable boats, and to prepare and properly arm and equip them, 
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and there were soon discontent and murmurs at the delay. This had its 
influence, and Gieneral Fremont, on assuming command of the Western 
Department, asked for aaothei' and different naval commander. It would 
be difficult, however, at any time, to find a more bold and resolute officer 
tlian John Rodgers for any service. Besides, the duty was novel, and at 
that time not popular with the Navy. The officers naturally preferred sea 
duty, and were reluctant to come under Army control. Moreover, the 
service actually required a peculiar and high order of talent, for a Navy 
was to be created without a navy yard and its appliances, and to be 
manned without sailors. Foote appeared to possess the requisite quali- 
ties, and to have the experience wanted beyond any other officer to build 
up a Navy — was prompt, full of resources, flred with patriotic zeal, and, 
in active service afloat, had wonderful command and influence over his 
men in reconciling them to any duty. His lahora had been unwearied 
and unceasing from the beginning of the rebellion. His fidelity to the 
government was as marked in the purchase, construction, and repair of 
vessels in the navy yards as in the line of his profession afloat. Prudence, 
economy, vigilance, and an anxious desire, not only to obey orders, but 
to serve the country, identify himself with the govemmenl^ and, if pos- 
sible, anticipate its requirements, were marked traits of his character, 
and these were precisely the qualities which were wanted in the anoma- 
lous service of the naval commander on the rivers of the West. It was 
with great reluctance that the Department detached him from the Navy 
Tard at Brooklyn, where his services had been so useful ; but ho seemed 
to be, and results proved that he was in every respect, the man to be in- 
trusted with the responsible duty of calling into existence and command- 
ing the Misassippi flotilla, which soon became so formidable, rendered 
such invaluable service, inspired so much confidence in the Union cause, 
and was the tewor of the rebels wherever any of his gun-boats, appeared. 
His battles gave him renown, but his patient and herculean labors in pro- 
curing and organizing the fiotilla with which those battles were fought 
were less known but almost incredible. 

" It is not my pnipoae in this hasty letter to attempt any description 
of the achievements which distinguished his brief career while in com- 
mand of the flotilla. Those, as related by himself and his officere in 
their official dispatches, are published with the Navy Eeporta of the pe- 
riod, and belong more properly to his biography than to this letter. In- 
stead of being protected by the army, his gun-boats were soon in de- 
mand for the defense of the military. It shortly became evident that the 
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two branches of the service would be more effective were they independ- 
eat, but co-operating and acting jointly. Congress at an early day or- 
dered a transfer of the fiotilla irom the Army to the Navy, Ijut it was not 
until after Foote had been relieved. With the officers of the Army he 
maintained a good and friendly understanding ; though the restrictions 
which General Halieck, the successor of Fremont, put upon his movements 
■ he always felt to be not only a grievance to himself, but an injustice to 
the conntrj ; and he never hesitated to say that little progress would be 
made toward capturing Vicksburg, opening the Mississippi, or subduing 
the insurrection while Haileck was in active command of the Western 
Department. 

" Wounded at Donelson, he still continued on active duty, unwilling to 
relinquish his command until I felt compelled, by reason of his debilitj, 
to relieve him. While on leave, and suffering from his wound, he was in 
July promoted to the office of Rear- Admiral ; and Congress having direct- 
ed a reorganization of the Havy Department, with three additional Bu- 
reaus, he was simultaneously with his promotion, and while disabled fl'Oia 
service afloat, appointed Chief of the newly authorized Bureau of Equip- 
ment and Recruiting. Some delay attended his assumption of Bureau 
duty in consequence of the serious nature of hia wound, which was long 
in healing. As soon as his health permitted, he entered upon this work 
with all the assiduity and zeal he had displayed in the Navy Yard or on 
the Mississippi. A few months, however, sufficed to show that Bureau 
duty was not congenial, and that his health suffered from clerical conflne- 
Dient, He signified to me that service afloat, whenever the Department 
could give him an appropriate command, would conduce to his health 
and public usefulness. His wife, though sympathiang with lier husband, 
regretted that he could not remain contented in his powtaon, and ex- 
pressed her repugnance to Ms agwn and so soon leaving his family, 
which had recently experienced severe affliction ; but she at length called 
on me without his knowledge, and said she was convinced the admiral 
was suffering in health from confinement to clerical and shore duty. Fre- 
quently and freely, in friendly conversation, she had expressed her wish 
that he would not again take active command during the war ; but she 
now felt it necessary to withdraw all objectdons, and to entreat tliat^ 
should he be assigned to active duty, it might be to sea and not river 
service, where the risks were great, disease prevalent, and the labors too 
exacting. When the admiral learned that she had called on me, he was 
very much annoyed. He was particulnriy disturbed that she had made 



Hosted byGoogle 



Letter of the Hon. Gideon Welles. 395 

any exception to river employment, for he considered it a duty to obey 
orders of any aJid every kind — to go wtierever the Department directed 
or thought he could be moat useful, for it could best judge as to the 
wants of the service. 

" The hesitancy and reluctance of Admiral Dapont, during the winter of 
1863, to attack Sumter the failure of the assault when made in April fol- 
lowed by his total want ot confidence in turthei eftort and an espi ess de- 
sire and intention to withdraiv the vessels from Charle ton harbor with 
the injurious eflect of his d spintmg inflQence np n hia aubor linates were 
matters of deep com-wn to the Isavy Department and the admuustra 
tion. Foote participated la the ^cucral disapi ointment ovei the resnlt 
at Charleston his tnend^hip for Dupont however prevented him tiom 
giving utterance to any opinion alveise to that oflicer But pel's jnal 
feeling was not permitted to interfere ■with public duty It wis ftnillv 
determined, as a matter of necessity, to relieve Dupont; but there was some 
difflcultj in regard to the selection of a successor. Among three or four 
names that were canvassed, Poote's was prominent ; bat so sensitive were 
his feelings toward Dupont, and the delicacy of his position in connection 
with the Department, that he frankly expressed a wish that he might not 
be called upon to supersede his friend. But after a thorough examina- 
tion of all the circumstances, and with a full knowledge of his views in 
regard to operations, freely expressed before the failure of Dupont and 
when success was considered certain, it was decided to give him command 
of the South Atlantic squadron. To relieve Dupont, who had court 
friends and admirers, would be likely to cause commotion, though he had 
indirectly invited it. Poote had shown his ability for the position, and 
possessed in an eminent degree, beyond any other officer suggested except 
Farragut, the confidence of the country. Fairagut could not be with- 
drawn from hia important command in the Gulf and on the Lower Missis- 
sippi. I therefore, on the 39th of May, invited Poote to an interview, and 
after a frank and free interchange of opinion in regard to the duties ex- 
pected and required of the commander of the South Atlantic squadron — 
the rigid enforcement of the blockade of the entire coast, and particularly 
of operarions against Charleston, and the absolute sealing up of its har- 
bor—informed him that he was designated for that command. On the 
same day I introduced him to General Gilmore, who had been selected by 
the War Department to take the place of General Hunter, and was with 
the military forces expected to co-operate witli him and the Navy in joint 
a in Charleston harbor. That conference, though interesring. 
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waa neyer in its details consummated by Foote. It was arranged that 
Rear-Admij'al Dahlgren, distiaguisbed for his proficiency in ordnance, be- 
tween whom and Foote there was close intiinacy and ftiendship, should 
he associated with him as second in command for special duty in the an- 
ticipated operations against Charleston. 

"The C[uestion being settled, and Foote having received his orders, he 
entered with alacrity upon hfe new duties. The necessary details were at 
once commenced, and on Sunday, the 31st, I met him at the door of the 
church aa I was leaving after the morning service, and we spent some 
time together on the subject of his command. He proposed to leave that 
evening for New York with Commander Simpson, whom he had selected 
as his confidential executive officer. Although noted for his strict relig- 
ious sentiments, he would not permit tlie sanctity of the Sabbath to inter- 
rupt him in the necessary dischai^e of his duty. That week he was en- 
g^ed in active preparation for his departme ; but there was unexpected 
delay on the part of one habitually and proverbially prompt in his move- 
ments in leaving, or in apeciiying the day on which he would leave for 
his command. I had a letter from him on Monday, the 8th of June, and 
its untisually desponding tone, complaining of disabOity and bad health, 
alarmed me ; but on the following day (Taesday, the 9th) he made a flying 
visit to Washington, when his earnest manner and evident and expressed 
satisfaction with his new command, dissipated and put at rest any appre- 
liennion I might have entertained fiom his letter. He also esplained the 
cause ot his depressed feelings, and the reason why his departure had 
been delayed. It might also, he said, lead to a flirthei' detention of two 
or three days, unless the necessities of the service demanded his immedi- 
ate departure. Dnpouthe was aware had been advised that he would be 
relieved, and it was important that the change of commanders should take 
pla«e OS speedily as posdble ; but on reaching home, preparatory to his 
departure, the appearance of Mrs. Foote, whose delicate and felling health 
waa evidently giving way, alarmed him. On conversing with the attend- 
ing physicians, he was frankly told her case was hopeless— that her days 
on earth were numbered, and she could not long survive. It became nec- 
essary, therefore, for him to make arrangements for his fiimily wholly dif- 
ferent from what he had expected. "When he should leave for his station, 
it would be with the melancholy knowledge on his part that it was 3 
final eartlily separation^that they would never again meet in this life. 
Nevertheless he had so fai' completed his arrangements that he intended 
to leave on the Fuaearm-a on Monday, the 15th, for his station. lie took 
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his leave of me that eyening to return to New York, expecting to emtiark 
on the succeeding Monday. "Wo never met agam. On the morning of 
Thursday, tte 18th, I received information that he was lying dangerously 
ill at the Astor House, in New Torlc, having arrived there on his way to 
his command. The tidings on that and the succeeding day were alarm- 
ing, and on Saturday Dr.Wheelan, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine, an 
old friend and admirer, in whom Foote had great faith, left Washington 
to attend him. Admiral Dahlgren, who was associated with Poote, and 
had been in New York expecting to accompany him to Port Royal, re- 
turned to Washington, and called on me on Sunday. He said Foote's 
case was hopele^— that he had an interview with him on Saturday, when 
the admiral told him all was over, that it was ' the last of this world, and 
he was prepared for the event.' He lingered xintil the 26th, when he 
died. His devoted and loving wife, for whom he felt so much solicitude, 
and from whom he expected an earlier and final eaithly separation, at- 
tended him. in his last illness, and survived him several months. Next t» 
Farragut, Foot* was, unquestionably, at the time of his death the most 
popular ofiicer in the Navy, and had more fully the confidence, not only of 
the Navy, but of the government and country. He was proud of his pro- 
fession, and did much, by his example and precept, to elevate the tone 
and character of the Navy. No man had greater influence over his men. 
His earnest sincerity inspired confidence which was felt in battle, and. led 
his command to do or die ; in peaceful times it had improved their hab- 
its and elevated their character and self-respect. The unexpected death 
of this gentleman and truly Christian sailor was deplored by those who 
knew him, and was an irreparable loss la the government and country. 
" Very respectfully, Gideon "Welles. 

"Professor James M.Hoppin." 

As to what Admiral Foote really accomplished in the last 
war, nothing need be added to what has hecn said. Tlie sim- 
ple facts are the best witnesses ; but it is a singular thing in 
regard to the kind of service that he rendered, that he who 
passionately loved the sea, and who coveted the fame of the 
older sea-captains, who fought their ships in blue water, should 
have been above all a fort-battercr, a fort-taker, and that his 
principal exploits should have been in this line against earth- 
works and stone-works, such as the Chinese Barrier Forts, 
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Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, Colnmbus, Island No. Ten. He 
had no opportunity to lead a squadron or a single ship to the 
encounter amid the winds and waves of the open ocean, wliorc 
seamanship and skill are almost of as much account as valor; 
but we may imagine that the same qualities of mingled caiition 
and daring would have characterized his operations, and that, 
once tackled to an enemy, he never would have released his 
hold. He was, we would say in this connection, as a seaman, 
thorough but prudent, and from being overcautious when first 
in command, he is said by those competent to judge to have 
grown exti"emely bold in his seamanship, and ready to do any 
thing that the circumstances dictated.* 

He is to be judged by the qimUty of what he did in the war, 
rather than the quantity — he was in active service consider- 
able less than a year. During that time the blows he struck 
were telling blows— there were none more so. He had the 
sagacity to perceive the right point of attack where tlie blow 
would be felt. Before he was thought of as one to take com- 
mand at the West, and before naval operations in that quarter 
were decided upon by the government, he advanced the opin- 
ion Uiat there would be need of gun-boats on the Western 
waters ; and when he really took hold of the matter, he saw 
at once the value of the idea, and threw himself into it with 
all his force, until it grew to be a mighty fact under liia hand ; 
BO that, in the words of another, whereas " not a gun belong- 
ing to the Navy was to be found on tlie Mississippi or its 
tributaries at the beginning of the war, before the close of the 
war there were a hundred steamers armed with new American 
guns." Kot that Foote aceomplislied all this, but he was a main 
factor in its accomplishment. When once the instrument was 

* I am indebted to Surgeon 8, Henriques of the Bureau of Ec[uipment 
and Recruiting, one of Admiral Foote'a oldest friends, who sailed witii 
him in the PoTtmntrnth, and who was with, liim at the West, for much iu- 
formation on professional points. 
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shaped to his hand he need it with great skill. He brought it 
to hear with ti'emeiidoiis effect. 

He seized with the intuition of genius upon the strategic 
importance of Fort Heniy as a key of the enemy's position in 
Northern Tennessee, and the impulse as well as the plan to 
capture that stronghold went from him. That was the be- 
ginning of the end of the Southern power in the Southwest. 
The permanent hold of the loyal arms upon the South was 
then established, which was never afterward essentially weak- 
ened, and which slowly but surely from that moment advanced 
in strength. We quote the following words as including in a 
comprehensive form a fair statement of the military services 
that Admiral Foote rendered to his countiy during the War of 
the Rebellion : " By these brilliant operations of tlie Army and 
Navy, the rebel lino of defense was broken at the centre, and 
this made it a necessity for them to abandon the two wings of 
this line — ^Eowling Green on their right, and Columbus on the 
Mississippi. It was one of the great hinge-points of the war, 
the first great blow which the rebellion received. A forced 
lodgment in the heart of Tennessee involved, almost of nee^- 
sity, the final overthrow of the rebel cause. The naval battles 
whichhadbeenfought on the Atlantic coast were perhaps more 
brilliant ; but none, unless it were that between the Monitor 
and the Merrimack, were followed by more important results." 

As a friend of the sailor. Admiral Foote will be long and 
warmly remembered. He saw the rough diamond in Jack's 
nature. He knew his wants and temptations. The seaman 
recognized him instinctively as his friend, and went to him for 
help in Lis ti'oubles ; and one of the most touching tributes 
paid to the admiral's memory was in some resolutions passed 
immediately after his death by the New York Poi-t Society, 
in which it was said ; " He led the men of his command in 
battle and inspired them by his valor-— he led them likewise in 
the way of Christian truth. His care for the men was marked 
Dd 
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not alouo ill the line of his official duty, but lie sought to pro- 
mote tlieir temporal good, and above all to make them follow- 
ers of the Captain of salvation, lie was wont to proclaim tlie 
Grospel to them iu public and private. Admiral Foote evinced 
an earnest interest in behalf of the men of the sea. While we 
deeply deplore his loss, we confidently believe that onr departed 
friend has now gained the welcome approval of his Lord," 

We now gladly give an interesting letter from one who had 
rare opportunities to know Admiral Foote in the most familiai- 
relations — who sailed with him, and yet who was not a sailor 
nor a man of war, but a man of peaceful pursuits, and at an 
age, too, when pei-sons are the most critical — just when youth 
is tiu'ning into manhood. The captain's private secretary, if 
at all a shrewd observer, must have had pretty good opportuni- 
ties on a long voyage of seeing iiis commander Just as he was 
— in his weaimess as well as strength : 

" Parsonaob, Oeakgb Valley, Hew Jersey, ) 
(M(keF 1, 1873. \ 

"Mt deae Sie, — My aequamtance with the late Admiral Foote began 
when he was a lieiitenant-commanciing, and had just returned from that 
cruise on the coast of AMca concerning wliich he has himself written. 
Coming bade to New Haven on furlough, I used to see him in the Sun- 
day-school, where I was a scholar and he a teacher, and in irequent 
visits at my fiither's house. Soon afterward, when my impaired health 
made it necessary for me to abandon my studies for a while, he kindly 
promised me that I should go with him on his next cruise a^ captain's 

" The next cruise turned out to be an eventful one. He was given tiie 
command of the Fortrnnoutlt, aloop-of-war, which at that time (1856) was 
considered one of the very best among our sailing-vessels. The PorU- 
month was fitted out at KorfoUr with great care, and carried a battery of 
8-inch gmis, in the working of which Foote and his iHend Dahlgren 
felt the deepest interest. It was the first time, I believe, that a ship 
of the FortgmcniiKs class had been fitted with a batteiy of such heavy 
ordnance. And the service which she was called to render in the reduc- 
tion of the Barrier Forts in the Canton river proved to have great value 
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^ the efficacy of the toavy metal whicli a Blnop-of-war of her 
size could carry. The results of that bombardment were made the sub- 
ject of a special report to the Ordnance Department and of private letters 
to Dahlgren, whose scientific reputation was as highly valued by Foot* 
as if it had been his own. It was an eminently wise choice which, years 
afterward, in the war of our rebeilion, put these two men together in that 
important service in Charleston harbor to which Foote was ordered when 
his death occurred. They would have worked together as hardly any 
other two men in the service could have worked— each of them helping 
out the other's characteristics with his own peculiar qualities. It is idle, 
of course, to conjecture what might have happened if Foote had been 
spared to carry out the plans which the Department had marked out for 
him. But to those of us who knew him best it seemed that he was 
standing on the threshold of an oppottanitj which would have given to 
him and to the fli^ for which he fought a renown even more illustrious 
than his career had jet iiirnished. 

" The only time I ever saw him engaged in active hostilities was when 
the PoHsTftmitli was occupied in the reduction of the Banier Poi-ts, At this 
distance of tune, when almost all the actors in it have passed away, there 
is no harm in saying that that fight was Foote's from the beginning to 
the end of it. There were three of our ships engaged in it ; but it was 
hia determination and energy which gave to the action its prompt and 
vigorous success. I need not repeat tie storj of the engagement ; hut I 
shall never forget the impression of vehemence and concentration of pur- 
pose which the admiral's conduct produced, not only on me, but I think 
I may iairlj say upon the whole squadron. Ho was a splendid fighter, 
with jnst that combination of audacity and caution, of impetuosity 
and persistence, of natural combativeness and scientific skill, which 
malrea the vei7 best kind of militaiy or naval leaderehip. In the fight 
at the Bamer Forts he exposed himself to the greatest danger ; while he 
was bringing his ship to anchor at close range, two round shot passed 
within a foot or two of his head ; and he led in penson the landing-party 
winch assaulted the forts at the close of the bombardment. He gave me, 
I remember, sealed lettera to his family, written at the latest moment 
before starting for the shore, with instructions to forward them if he 
should not return. And in all his behavior he showed that highest kind 
of courage which recognizes to the full the peril of the hour, and, recog- 
nizing it, is no way disquieted or hindered by it. Moreover, there was 
that \mA of natural and professional fondness for a fight, for the fight's 



Hosted byGoogle 



402 Life of Admiral Foote. 

sake, whicli I suspect a mere civilian can not fully compreliend nor ap- 
preciate. 

" I am not Tery competent to estimate his seamanship ; but I know 
that the skillful handltag of the Pnrtmuiuth was matter of general remark 
and admiration at the various porta of our cruising-groiiud. And I re- 
member one ofBcer, not personally friendly to Foote, who nevertheless 
acknowledged that he was the best sailor he ever saw. Hia vigilant and 
int«lligent oversight of the smallpit details in the management of the 
ship was something which I could not help seeing. He could never pnt 
off responsibility on his snhotdinates Even when he was prostrated 
with the sick-headaches which u'led to torment him at frequent intervals 
and drive him almost crazy with suffering, he would insist on knowing 
what was going on. I would hear him groaning with distress in his 
room one moment, and the next he would be on deck dii-ecting the man- 
agement of the vessel. Nothing would escuse him from the personal 
oversight of all the ship's a&irs. His command was never a sinecure. 
If there were not work enough to keep him busy, and to keep the ship's 
company busy also, then he would make work. And, somehow or other. 
Lb cruises were almost always famous and eventfiil. 

" It seems to me that the admiral never appeared to the best advantage 
except when he had npon him the pressure of the vei^y gravest and most 
responsible duty. Bo long as his work was easy and commonplace, the 
superficial detects of liis character were evident. He might appear to be 
a fussy, fidgety man, of inordinate selfnsonsciousness, and with a love of 
approbation which could easily pass for vanity with those who chose to 
call it so. But let him have a burden of work and responsibility put 
upon him which would have crushed an ordiuaiy man, and it straight- 
way appeared how far he was from being an ordinary man. The super- 
ficial defects of his character disfqjpeared. His love of approbation was 
only a wholesome stimulus to duty. His self-consciousness only gave 
him the more complete self-mastery. And his restless nervousness be- 
came an intense and wary vigilance which was an almost certain assur- 
ance of success. Wliat would break down most men only served to steady 
him, and put him in the best trim and attitude for achievement. 

" There was no mistake about the religious character of the man. It 
was genuine and admirable. He was in earnest to do good, and eager to 
have his influence felt where it would tell for righteousness. On hoard 
the Partmrnutlt he repeated the experiment which was so successful on 
board the brig "Perry on his previous cruise — the experiment of persuad- 
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iiig the crew to a surrender of their grog - ration. Most of the ship's 
company agreed to it, after listening to the lively and well-put speech in 
which Foote stated the case to them just before we sailed from Norfolk. 
During the voyage out to China, I thinlc no spirit-rations were served. 
But presently the discontent of a few troke up the plan, and before the 
cruise was finished the total abstinence had generally come to an end. 
The good effect of their captain's influence, however, was not lost upon 
tile men. There was no mistaking the kindness and Christian feithful- 
ness of his interest in their welfere, even if this special endeavor in behalf 
of temperance was partially defeated. 

" So, too, with the religious serrices on shipboard. It was the cap- 
tain's custom to condnct these in person in the absence of a chaplain — 
reading a part of the service from the Prayer-l>ook ai the Episcopal 
Church, and sometimes a printed sermoiL Besides this, he would some- 
times hold a more informal prayer-meeting on the berth-deck, at which 
the attendance was not compulsory; or he would gather the apprentice 
bojs in a Sunday-school class, and attempt some simple instruction of 
them in religious truth. Always when in port lie took pains to have hia 
religious profesaioa and endeavor understood. Knowing how often the 
influence of officers and men is not especially manifest on the side of 
Chrisfiaii iaith and charity, he went out of his way to show that his in- 
fluence was not to be of that sort ; so that the arrival of the Fortsnwtitli 
was always as welcome, to say the least, to the missionary families of any 
port as to the mercantile or diplomatic community. He believed in show- 
ing his colors. When the Second King of Siam came down from Bang- 
kok to visit the Pm-tmnouth, he expressed some courteous surprise when 
Foote asked a blessing at the table as they sat down to dinner. He had 
supposed, his majesty intimated, that only missionary folk did that sort 
of thing. And he received some new light in regard to religious life in 
Christian laads when the admiral seized the opportunity to class himself 
among the missionary folk, and to identify their fiiith and their endeav- 
'ora as bis own. And so always and in all company, rather than have 
any thing doubtful or equivocal about his own position, he would make 
an opportunity to declare it. He never forgot his loyalty to Christ and 
to his Cross. And he was anxious, if it were possible to be not only a 
Christian man, hut a Christian ofiicer — bringmg his flag with him m his 
religious service, and making the narion whiLh he lepresented to be 
known as not in name only, but in fact^ a Chnstiaji njtion How suc- 
cessful he was, on one or two notable ocli uni m i,ccomphshing this 
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endeavor, the story of his life, as you have written it, will, I doubt not, 
abundaatly siow. . 

" It was partly his hroad religious spirit which saved him fi'om becom- 
ing a merely technical, routine officer, knowing his profession and know- 
ing nothing else. It was as far s& possible from such naiTownesa. His 
interest in letters, in science, in politics, was generous and intelligent. 
His interest in men was kind and thoughtful. In many ways, in little 
ways as well as in those more important, I was personally indebted to his 
though tfuluess and cai'e for me. The two years that I spent with him— 
the first as his clerk in intimate confidential relationship, the second as 
his purser — gave me the opportunity to know him thoroughly. The 
wider repntation which he acquired in the War of the Rebellion did not 
at all surprise me. I am sure that he would have proved equal to any 
opportunity which a longer life had brought to him. And his example 
seems to me one most worthy to be studied and to be followed. Brave, 
skillflil, true — a good sailor, a good fighter, a good citizen, a good man 
— Christian in word and deed and life— the nation, for which he lived 
and died, needs only to know him better in order to love him more, and 
to honor Ms memory as among its choicest treasures. 

"Most truly yonrs, George B. Eacon." 

Toward the last of May, 1874, the writer of this biography 
met, by good fortune, Conimodorc Eodgers, Chief of Bureau 
of Docks and Yards, at the room of Secretary Eoheson in 
Washington, D. 0. The conversation turned upon Admiral 
Foote. " loote," said Commodore Eodgers, " liad more of the 
bull-dog than any man I ever knew. He did not, like some 
men, plan gallant deeds on his bed, and when the pinch came 
discover he was no hero; but when the fighting camo, then 
he was in his element — he liked it. He had some charming 
foibles, which only endeared him the more to those who knew 
him ; and among these he thought he was an orator, which he 
certainly was not. He was a man of acute nervous organiza- 
tion, which accounted for some of his impulsive acts. He was 
a man of deep religious principle, and was one in whom the 
government entirely confided, and on wiiom events turned. 
He was a splendid naval officei-. Ho was a typical man." 
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Why need we add more words of friends, or of our own? 
Our grateful task is finished. We have sti-iven to give a plain 
and straightforward story, without exaggeration, without cov- 
ering up flaws, and without keeping back hearty praise of 
noble q^ualities and great actions. Parragut, FootCj.Diipont, 
Goldsborough, Dahlgi-en, the two Porters, Winslow,Worden — 
are not these worthy to take their place with the sea-captains 
of the eai-lier days of the republic— yes, with those ancient En- 
glish wortMca who, in their nimble little vessels, grappled with 
invincible tenacity the many-towered ships of the Spanish Ar- 
mada, and saved England to freedom and the Protestant faith % 
In them all burned 

" Tlie unconquerable miiicl, and Freedom's holy flame." 

In one of them, wo know, burned a still purer and holier flame. 
No man, says Coleridge, can be in the highest sense a heixi 
who is not a man of faith. It ie the overpowering sense of 
God, of the greatness of the thought of him, of loyalty to 
his service, that dissipates littleness and selfish fear, raises the 
mind above material elements, and makes it truly heroic. The 
faith of a sailor is often one of peculiar power and depth. 
Where life itself is the price of constant -watchfulness, of 
scrupulous order, of patient endnrance, of nnilinching obe- 
dience to one governing will, the grand law of duty is apt to 
be well leaiTied in the school of old ocean. Where, too, the 
ship is alone on the sea, suspended over a mysterious abyss 
that stretches like a dim eternity before the eye, the thought 
of God, and dependence upon hiin, and final accountability to 
him, fills the religious mind ; so that the man who spends 
much of his life at sea is often a man of strong faith. 

And this same ocean, whose storms shake the world, also 
binds the world closely together. .Through its waters pass 
those lines of national intercommunication which, though they 
vanish after the track of the ship's keel, are nevertliolcss the 
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3 lines which knit tho race of man into one brother- 
hood ; and thus the ocean becomes the means of educating 
and increasing the love of man. 

Duty to God — love to man — these were the words written 
on the colors which he sailed under, the simple and unadorned 
narrative of whose life has been given in these pages — and 
he never pulled down his flag. 
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